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MONDAY, JULY 33, 1781 

Mr. Elias Boudinot, a delegate for the State of New Jersey, 
attended and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
which are in the words following: 

State of New Jbrsxt JvAy ISf 1781 
The Cotmcil and Assembly in Joint Meeting at Princeton proceeded 
to the Election of two Del^atee to Represent this State in Congreea, 
in the room of William Patterson Esquire, who declined taking bis 
Seat, and of William Burnett iEsquire, whose Seat has become vacated, 
and the votes being taken the honorable Ellas Boudinot and Jonathan 
Elmer Esquires were duly elected. 
Reaohed therefore 

That the said Ellas Boudinot and Jonathan Elmer Esquires be 
impowered in addition to the honorable John Witherspoon, Abraham 
ClM-k and William Churchill Houston Esq;* to represent and vote in 
behalf of this State in t^e Congress of the United States of North 
America tmtil the fifth day of November next, unless a new appoint- 
ment shall sooner take place. 

Jn? Stevens, Chairman.^ 

A letter, of 16, from General Washington, was read.' 
The committee, [Iconsisting of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Cornell, 
Mr. Sharpe,|| to whom was referred an extract of General 
Washmgton's letter of 28th June last, respecting the cloath- 
mg department, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said extract of General Washington's 
letter, together with a letter from the sup^intendant of 
finance to the committee on the subject, be referred to the 
Board of War; who are directed to confer with the super- 
intendant of finance and the cloathier, and make the best 
contracts in their power for prociuing cloathing for the army,' 

> The ori^nal ia in the Paptn 0/ At OotUmmtal Congnti, New Jeney, Ondntialt 
qfDtUgala. 

■This letter is in the Paptnt/tAtf OontinaUal Congn-, No. 152, X, folio 107. 

* Tbia np(M, In the writing ol Williua Bhaipe, is in tiie Papen t^ Bit Gbnttiuntal 
Cmgrm, No. 19, VI, folio 947. 
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A motion was then made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 
seconded by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 

"That the amount of all cloathing furnished or to be 
furnished during the present campaign and for the next 
winter, by any of the states for their several troops, shall 
be credited to the states respectively, according to a just and 
equitable value, and shall be considered as so much advanced 
on account of such state's quota of taxes for the present 
year." 

On the question to agree to this motion, the yeas and nays 
being reqi^red by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 



no}* 



New Hampshire, 






Dettmare, 


Mr. SuUivan, 


no 


div. 


Mi. McKeui, 


Livermore, 


•y 


Mamh^d, 


MaaetuHimetU, 






Mr. CuTToU, 


Mr. Lovell, 


«y 




Potto, 


Partridge, 


«y 


»y 


Vir^ma, 


Osgood, 


«y 




Ml. Jones, 


Rhode Island, 






Madiflon, 


Mr. Mowry, 


ay 




Bland, 


Vamum, 


•y 


ay 


M. Smith, 


Conneetieut, 






Rmdolph, 


Mr. Ellsworth, 


«y 




Nora Oarduia, 


Sherman, 


«y 


ay 


Mr.Shirpe, 


New Jersey, 






South Oaro&na, 


Mr. Witherspoon, 


no 




Ml. MathevB, 


Boudinot, 


no 


no 


Bm, 








Eveleigh, 


Mr. Montgomeiy, 


no 




amrgui, 


Oymer, 


no 


no 


Mr. Walton, 


T. Smith, 


DO 




Howly, 



no}* 



So it passed in the negative. 

The committee, ||consisting of }liT. \^^therspoon, }&x. Gar- 
roll, Mr. Vamum, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Mathews, R appomted to 
receive the communications of the honourable the minister of 
France, reported the substance of the sfud conuuumcations. 
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The nunister, from hia despatches of the 9th of Jan- 
uary, 1781, communicated to your committee the causee 
which delayed the measures which the Court of France 
proposed to take for the naval operations of this cam- 
paign, the length of the passage of Count d'Estaing to 
Brest, and other circumstances not necessary now to be 
recapitulated; and then told us that he was desired, in 
the mean while, to continue to assure Congress, that the 
interest which his Majesty takes in the Ammcan cause 
will essentially influence his measures for the present 
campaign. 

The minister continued by observing, that the present 
situation of affaire between Great Britain and Holland 
presented a favoiu^ble opportunity for a union of the 
two republicks. 

Your committee will not repeat the details of what 
has happened between the two powers of England and 
Holland; it is sufficient to observe, that Sweden and 
Denmark have adopted the plan of armed neutrality 
foamed by the Empress of Russia. Tliat the Dutch, 
upon invitation, had done the same; and the Court of 
London, irritated by this step, took hold of the pretence 
afforded by the papers found on Mi. Laurens, and pub- 
lished a manifesto on the 21st day of December, as well 
as a proclamation for expediting letters of marque. That 
this state of afFairs, imd the other consequences of this 
step, deserve the attention of Congress. That, if their 
High Mightinesses should join in this war, it would bring 
the two republicks to terms of more intimate union. 
That the opinion of the council of the Inn g was, that 
Congress ought not to neglect to send to Holland a 
prudent and able man, with full powers. It would like- 
^rise be advant^eous to give prop^ instructions to that 
minister; and as it may happen, in the course of the 
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n^otiatioDB, that unforeseeu incideute may present 
themselves, and as it is impossible at this distance to 
have quick information, it would be proper to have 
further instructions given by Dr. Franklm, in order to 
avoid atl inconsistency or contradiction; and that the 
political operations of Congress, aiming towards the 
same end, may of course be more successful. 

The minister communicated to your committee the 
contente of another despatch of the 19th of February 
last. After stating some facts relating to Mr. I^aurens's 
capture and its consequences, which Congress is already 
acquainted with, the minister informed your committee 
that the Empress of Hussia had on the 5th of January 
received the accession of the United Provinces to the 
association of neutral powers, and that there was great 
probability that har Imperial Majesty would support 
the Dutch against the tyranny of England; and that, 
in every supposition. Congress would do well to take 
such measiures as to prepare without delay the means of 
uniting the interest of the two republicks by making 
proper advances to the States General. The minister 
added, that he was authorised by the king to offer 
Coi^ress his interposition for this purpose. 

The minister informed that, according to appearances, 
the Empress of Russia seemed to be well disposed to the 
independence of the United States; and tliat these dis- 
positions give reason to think that the Empress will see 
with pleasure, that Congress has adopted her principles 
as to the neutrality; and that the Coimt de Vergennes 
has sent that resolution to the Marquis Verac, the min- 
ister of Prance at the Court of Russia : " 

> TbiB report wu enterod only in the manuaciipt Secret Journal, Foreign ASiSm. 
It ia in the Papen of the Qmlinmitd Congnu, No. 25, 1, folio 227, and is in the writing 
of a clerk. It Ih printed in the Di^omatic Corrttpcmdenee o/tht Amtriam Revolution 
(Wharton), IV, 600. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the said committee. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

llie C!ommittee for the week report 

■ Pb at t bo MomoiMl of WJ I Tront of the S ta t e of - Ne w-J w s oy) in bo - 
hrif-of h«n fl (J{ -( md tho othof proprioto w of ntfa e t-e f - Innd ea lled 
Indk w M t t ou g ht to bo iHitmnod to hto^ ho haying dcoirod - tho a wn e- foF 
rtto p t Hpc B O ' Of eipnn g iiig eoitein offonaiye eipfo ae ion or 

bc ea n o o inainontiona ngnia a t Qoagrtm - at th e if dc ia y - wid - d e iu ri-o# 
juB t iee OF e wnbination - with tho riol a tew of l > w duAo no t a oeeooaniy 
p a rt of th a t fiim limgo a go in which tfio FodFo sB of s oiyo B ed JBJm y 
may be p e nght imd thowrfoFo ■ offond a g a inst t ho de fe re no o da e t o - dw 



boc a o B O -t ho ^ihai y ^) ■ addu o ed - - i^ i rinB t- t h e- lo g fal a turo of Vi pg ini o i 
ae tlBp npon - o a th'^ - of a n unoiampled oae rt ion of doopotie a nd uamp e d 
pew e f, a ad-ia m a nifc et ■ eopti B ¥ontaon to a n oEpFooo pFO¥ioioP) oon 
taincd in - tiw do e l wat iop - of - right s of that a t at n'' ■ ou^t - ae tte b o > o - 
ooi¥ed innanmeh ao it o ontributc a nothing - to the e^wd t ion of tboip 
B the a o¥eMign power of ' > " 
B - i t- i a anpye e odo B ted a mong the ua a go fl <rf -B 
wm t tO ' the prindplc a of tJio Confodomtien tha t a piiy at e eUaaea - of 
o ne S t a te)"Without - tho sa netion - thoFoof ) s hould - bo - oonaiderod oo on 
a dyem a Fy worthy to ea ll anotbop S t a te into eonte a tw 

That the letter from the Supeiintendant of finance with the 
enclosure on the subject of rations for tiie use of the prisoners of 
war from Charles-town lately exchanged, ought to be referred to a 
special Committee. 

That the letter of 'William Bingham on the subject of aetttement 
and payment for goods furnished to the continent, ought to be 
referred to the Boa r d of TFCO B UFy Committee i^pointed to settle his 
accounts.* 

Ordered, Tliat a letter, of 20, &om the Buperintendant of 
finance, with the paper inclosed, be referred to a committee 
of three; ' 

The members, 1^. l^bomas} Smith, Mr. [Danid] Carroll, 
Mr. [Samud] livermcffe: 

* This report, in the writiDg of Edmund Bandolph, Is In the Paptn of the Continmtat 
Cangmt, No. 32, folio 196. 
■ The letter, of 20, ii in the Papen o/At Ckmfmtntoi Congnst, No. 137, 1, foUo 81. 
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Ordertd, Tbftt a letter, of 20th, firom W. Bingham, be 
referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

The committee of the week was choeen: 

Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [Daniel] Mowr7, Mr. [William] 
Sharpe. 

Ordered, That the postacript to the letter, of 10th, from 
General Washington, be referred to a committee of tturee: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
"Hbt. [James] Madison. 

Congress resumed the con^deration of the r^xxrt m Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland's motion; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the auditor general be, and he is hereby, 
authorised and directed forthwith to ascertiun, in the heat 
manner he can, the specie value, at the time the same were 
dated, of the several bills drawn by Major General Lincoln, 
imd acc^ted by the Board of Treasury, in pursuance of the 
resolutions of Congress of the 23d day of March and 6 
July, 1780; and that the superintendant of finance issue 
certificates for the amount thereof, with lawful interest from 
the respective dates; and also provide sufficient funds for 
the final redemption of the said certificates, and for the 
punctual pa}nnent of the interest thereof annually, in epecie, 
in the mean time. 

Resolved, That Oommiflaionoro [five suitable persons] be 
appointed and authorised to open a subscription for a loan 
of [thirty thousand] dollars, for the support of such of the 
citizens of the stat^ of South Carolina and Geot^, as have 
been driven from their coxmtry and possessions by the 
enemy, the said states, respectively, by their delegates in 
Congress, pledging their faith for the re-payment of the 
sums [so lent,] with interest, (in proportion to the sums which 
shall be received by th^ respective citizens, as soon as the 
l^slatures of the said states shall severally be in condition 
to make provision for so doing], and Congress hereby guaran- 
teeing this obligation: 



dbyGoot^le 



Jvly, 1781 788 

That the said Cwnm B m eawg [five persons] do also receive 
voluntary and &ee donations, to be applied to the bp^^ 
of ' WK^ [further relief] of the said sufferers oo quo willing to 
nooopt tLoBo a no : 

Ordered, That the Preadent send a copy of the above 
resolution to the executives of the several states not in the 
power of the enemy, requesting them to promote the success 
of the sud loan and donation wi th iB<3> « » f o ff poefevo b otmd e 
in such way as they shall think beet/ 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read, 
enclosing a letter, of 12, from Otis & Henley at Boston: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the superintendant 
of finance. 

A letter, of this day, &om the superintendant of finance, 
was read; also, 

A letter, of this day, from F. Hopkinson, treasurer of 
loans, was read, requesting leave to resign:' 

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted. 

Resolved, That the office of treasurer of loans be, and the 
same is hereby abolished; and that the business thereof be 
annexed to the office of treasurer of the United States. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, seconded by Mr 
T[honias] Smith, it was resolved as follows: 

Whereas the superintendant of finance, upon entering on 
his office, has represented that it would be proper that the 
Board of Treasury should continue to exercise the powers 

' l^e last time paragraplu, in the wiidng of George Clymer, except the portioiu in 
brackets which are in the writing of Thomu HcEwn, are in the Paper* of Su Oon- 
Hnentai Congnn, No. 20, II, folio 391. 

'Uorria'B letter is in th« Paptr* of tht Ccmtinmial Qmgm*, No. 137, I, folio 60; 
'b is in No. 78, XII, toUo 171. 
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entrusted to them, until such time as he shall have made 
his arrangements, and is prepared to take up the business: 

Resolved, That until the business be r^ularly transferred 
over to the superintendant of finance, the Board of Treasury 
continue in the dischai^e of the duties heretofore entrusted 
to them. 

Ordered, That a letter of John Pierce; ' 

A memorial of the owners and drivers of different brigades 
of waggons employed in transporting stores to the southern 
army; and 

A memorial of And? Pepin, a supernumerary lieutenant, 
late of Colonel Livingston's regiment, be referred to the 
Board of War; ' 

That a letter of Colonel Hazen be referred to the Board 
of Treasury. 

A memorial of Tniliam Trent and others was read.' 

Order&i, The report of the committee on the cessions of 
western lands to the United States by Virginia and Con- 
necticut, &c., and on the memorials of the Ilionois and 
Wabache companies, be considered on Monday next. 

A letter, of the 16th May, from E. Forman, one of the 
commissioners of the Board of Treasury, was called for and 
read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resignation of the said Ezekiel Forman 
be, and it is hereby accepted. 

The committee to whom were referred the letters, of the 
9th and 20th of June, from Majra- General Greene, delivered 
in a reptn^. 

I Olils letter, dated Jnly 16, 17S1, fa in the Papen 0/ the Conimaa^ Congftu, No. 
166, folio 637. 

* This memorul, dated July 19, 1781, is in Itie Paptn 0/ Ike Conlmenlal Cimgreu, 
No. 41, VIII, foUo 148. 

* This and the four preceding patagraphs woe paned as recommended in the repeat 
of the Conunittee of the Week. The report is in the writing of William Sharpe and is 
in the Papen 0/ Ou Continenial Congrtu, No. 32, folio 197. Trent's memorial, dated 
July ao, 1781, is in No. 77. folio 226. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab offiob JtHy £4, 1781. 
Sir, 

Robert Henry Surgeon of the 2^ Kew Hampahire Ke^mmt bath 
n^resented to the Bou*d, that he was taken prisoner by the enemy 
(at the time Col. Greene was killed) and stripped of all his dothing. 
He hath ainoe obtuned hia parole, for a limited tinae to procure some 
necessaries. He further repreeraits that he bath received but two 
months' pay in twenty, that before be belonged to this raiment he 
was mate in the Genonl Hospital, and there appeals due to him by 
Doctor Bond's certificate for that service £101. 5. specie, which sum 
there ia no provision made to pay, and he further saith, that he is 
at this time destitute of cash. Upon considering the foregoing rep- 
resentation, the Board submit the following resolution; 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw on the paymaster 
general in favour of Robert Henry, sui^eon of the eecond 
New Hampshire r^ment for one hundred and ninety-five 
dollars of the new emisaons on account of his pay; ' and 

Wab office Jvly g^. 1781. 
Sm, 

Captain James Moore of the Delawuv Battalion was ordered on 
command to forward the supplies for the recruits of that Regimcoit 
going to join the Southern Army His situation is so distressing as 
to induce the Board to reoommend to Congress that three mimtbs' 
pay be advanced him and to request they will be pleased to direct, 

in favour of Captain James Moore of the Delaware re^ment 
for one hundred and fifty dollars in like bills on account of 
his pay.' 

The report of the committee, ||consisfJng of Mr. Vamum, 
Mr. Bland, Mr. Sullivan, || on the memorial of John Storey, 
was taken into consideration; and Thereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the Manorial of M' Stoiy 
beg leave to Report. 

' Thifl report is in the Paptn of Uie CoiUmmlal Congnu, No. 148, II, folio 8G. 

'TUBmportisiaOic Papen of lAt C<mtiiwaal Congru*, iXo. 148, U, faUoSl. 
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That they find Uwt the Baid Story was left at Camp by Oen> Green 
late Q. M. G to settle his unfinished business in that departmeoit with 
the Army, and tliat he continued transacting that business, and also 
acted as Fay Master to Col Pickering the present Q. M. G untill the 
21" of April last. 

Therefore beg leave to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That John Storey be entitled to the same pay 
and rations for his services, from the time of General Greene's 
resignation as qiiartermaster genial, until the 2l8t day of 
April last, which he received or was entitled to receive when 
acting immediately under the said quartermaster general: 

And whereas it appears to your Committee that it still remains 
Necessary that some Person should reside at Camp to transact the 
unfinished Business of the late Q. M. G. 

Therefore, Beaoloed, 

That the said John Storey immediately repair to camp, 
and there carefully transact and settle the business belon^ng 
to the late quartermaster general's department, until the 
further order of Congress; and for this his service he shall 
be allowed, from the 21 day of April last, the pay and rations 
of a captain in the line of the army. 

Your Committe b^ farther to report. 

Ordered, That Mr. Storey be informed that his claim to 
rank is inadmissible; and that his claim for depreciation will 
be settled by the general plan, when adopted for the staff of 
the army.' 

Resolved, That Messrs. William Bingham, John Bayard, 
Geoi^ Mead, Jacob Barge, and Dr. Hutchinson, be, and 
they are hereby, appointed and authorised to open a sub- 
scription for a loan, agreeably to the resolution passed 



' This repcHt, in the writing of JuneB Hilchell Vamom, is in tbe Paptn of At Cai^ 
tmmlai Congra$, No. 19, V, folio 131. 
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The report of the committee on the letter £rom the pres- 
ident of New Hampshire and the papers enclosed was taken 
into consideration, and after debate: 

Adjourned to 10 o'0ock to Morrow. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 35, 1781 

Mr. Jonathan Ekuer, a delegate for the State of New 
Jersey, attended. 

A letter, of 21, &om General Washington was read.' 

A letter, of this day, from the auperintendant of finance 
was read; Whereupon/ 

Resolved, That the interest to be allowed on the certificates 
granted for the bills drawn by Major General Lincoln, be at 
the rate of six per cent, per annum. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the committee 
appointed to prepare an ordinance for collecting the duty 
of five per cent, on imports and prizes: 

Ordered, That Mr. [James] Madison be added to that 
conuuittee. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Conunittee of the week report 

That tiie Petition from Lieut. Duncan Campbell, as f ar aa respects 
hia request for Certificates in full of a Debt due to him for pay and 
depreciation be referred to the Board of War Treasury. 

That the letter from W"? M^Kinnan be referred to the Board of War. 

That the Letter from W? Watters and other Prisoners on board 
the Jeraey Prison Ship at New York be referred to a epooial oommit t ee 
to m a ke the Board of War.' 

Ordered, That a petition of Lieutenant Duncan Campbell; 

■ lUi lettnr Is In the Papat of the Ctmimemai Oongrai, No. 162, X, folio 176. It ii 
printed in Tlie WHUngi oj WaOmgUm (Foid), IX, 314. 

* This letter is in Hie Faptn of t3u Conttncrual Congnu, No. 137, 1, folio 93. 

* This report, in the writing of BUm Boudinot, la in the Paptn of A* OmluMnAil 
Qm^tm, No. 32, folio 1S9. 
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A letter, of 11, from 'V^lliam Waters and others; 
A letter, of 24, from \miiam McEinnan; and 
A memorial of Samuel Bryan and others be referred to the 
Board of War.' 
A report of the Board of Treasury was read; Wfa»«upon, 

Tbsasitbt Office July S6^ 1781 

The Board of Traasiuy beg leave to Report, 

That on t^e application of Richard Phillips, Steward to the Prw- 
idoit of Congreee, a warrant issue in his favor on Thomas Smith Com- 
missioner of the Continental loan office for the State of PennsylTania, 
for two thousand dollars new emissions to defray the expences of the 
President's household, and for which sum the said Steward ia to be 
accountable. 

Ordered, That on Uie application of John L. darkson, clerk 
to the Board of Treasury, a warrant issue in his favour on 
Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for 
the State of Pensylvania, for three hundred and fifty dollars 
new emissions, to defray the contingent expences of the 
treasury office, and for which sum he is to be accountable.' 

On motion of Mr. [Edmimd] Randolph, seconded by lib. 
[Theodorick] Bland: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to revise 
the several reports now before Coogrees wUch have not been 
acted upon or finished, and report thereon: 

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Bandolph, Mr. Tthomas] 
Smith, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A letter, of 24, from the Minister of France; and also a 
letter of the same date from him to tiie Board of Admiralty, 
were read, with sundry papers endosed : 

■ Campbell's petition, dated lulf 20, 1781, is in the Papvt oj tA< Continmtid Cton- 
Hn-, Ho. 42, II, folio 114; UcEiniun'a letter ia in No. 78, XVI, folio 223; Biyui'a 
mamoriftl la in No. 41, 1, folio SHI. 

■TbiinportiaintliePapmq/'tbCbtMtnaualCEmpKit, No. 136, V, folio 416. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

The committee, ||consiBtiiig of ISi. Osgood, Mr. Potts, Ab*. 
Livennore,(| to whom was referred the memorial of Captain 
J. P. Jones, together with his account, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the chaises of the said J. P. Jones, as 
exhibited in his accounts, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, be 
allowed; and that the said report and accounts be referred 
to the Board of Treasury to take order. 

The report of the committee, Ijconsistii^ of Mr. Ellsworth, 
Mr. Mathews, Mr. Madison, || on the letters from Major 
General Greene was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The committee to whom was referred the letters of Major General 
Greene of the 9^^ and 20'^ ultimo a nd - the Iott<» ' Of - M a jepQcDOFi i l t h e 
Mftrquia do Lafnyotto of the 

Resolved, That the Committoo appointod to oopfO E qwnd 
with tho oommanding ofSoop in tho S oathom de^mrtm eHt 
ho diJOot ed-tePresidentacquaint Major General Greene, that 
the measures he has pursued for the general security of the 
south^n states, and for dispossessii^ the enemy of the sev- 
eral posts occupied by thenn, although not attended with 
comploot BuoooSB afford on oddi t ioBol such proofs of his 
judgment, vigilance, and firmness, as recommend him to the 
entire approbation of Congress; and that Congress are 
equally sensible of the zeal, gallantry, and perseverance dis- 
played by the officers and soldiers imder his command, in 
the various services in which they have been employed, and 
t^e difficulties with which they have contended. 

Ordered, That tbo lotteg of Major Gfenorol tho Magqnia 
d o iaaf ny ette so much of the letter of Major General Greene 
as relat^ to calling out militia be referred to the committee 
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appointed to consider of the additional powers neoeasaiy to 
be £^ven Congress.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.' 



THURSDAY. JULY s6, 1781 

Me. N[icholas] Van Dyke, a delegate for the State of Delar 
ware, attended. 

A letter, of 2l6t, from Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette, was read, with sundry pap^v enclosed.' 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of War respecting 
Rob^ Elliot be referred to & comnuttee of three: 

I tUa teport, in the wiitij^ of John HftthewB, is In the Papen <4 tA« CmUxaaiiidi 
Cangnu. No. 19, II, folio 463. 

* ^te following dimft of a letter appein to luve been sabmitted this day. It is 
iatbePaptrtefthe Continental Control, No. 24, folia 369, and ia indmsed: "Letter 
to the States from New Hunpshiie to New leaay, Jul^ 2B, 1781." It ia in Oie writiiig 
of Jamee Hitdiell y&mum: 

FBn^u>«fHU Jvif 1781. 

Bn. 

The United Btntee in CcmgreeB Aaaembled aie so foUy convinced of the neceeaity at 
the most vigorons opentionB agiinet the posts ot New Ycd and its d^>endencies, that 
liuj an induced to uige in the most pressing manner, a pnnnpt and decided compli- 
mce witii Qie requidtiona fnan Ms a eaellea ey flw Cccunandec inCMef ior men and 
M^pUee. We are eeudble Qm demands must be extemdve and a full compliance with 
them appears difficult «>nddcroig the gw * a nd fope a t i rf wwl i n ne tif y e ur Otatn. 
But the objects <A theii opentitnu ara so important in themselves, and so Intimately 
OHmected with the pleadng idea of estabUtUng peace, aad ot avoiding the calaml- 
tiee d ineceding campaigns, that we aesore ouraelvas eveiy obstacle will be snr- 
mounted and the same vlrtuooa < g e rt ioB> sftngglee wluch have hiflierto supported 
the war will speedily biing it to a glozious ¥erie4 issue. 

I have the honor of being, Sir, With great respect. Your very obedient and most 
humble aervant. 

T.Mffi. P.O. 

His Excellency, TTie Governor of — . 

To this period, appairatly, belong the following motion, in tlie writing of J<^m 
Mathews, undated, indcmed: "Motion of delegates from Soufli Carolina That the 
Board of War forward to the State of South Carolina 3,000 stand of anna." It is in 
No. 36, IV, foUo 393. 

Sewohtd, That the Board of War be directed to forward to OeSUteot South Caralina 
with all convenient dispatch 3,000 stand of anna for the use of the militiaof that State. 

■ llua letter is In the Pap«n </ a« CrmttncRJoI Con^rvM, No. 166, foUo 180. 
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Wab Office, Juiy 17, 1781. 
Sir 

The Board being ordered by Coagress to state the case of Mr. 
Robert Elliot specially, beg leave to observe, that they have no other 
materials on which their report can be founded, than the Certificate 
of Captain James Willing, a copy whereof they have the Honor to 
enclose, and bdieve that Mr. Elliot's situation ia properly stated 
therein, so far as his clum extends for pay, as an (^cer employed 
in the Land Service.' 

The members, Sb-. T[homa8] Smith, Mr. [Nicholas] Van 
Dyke, Mr. [Richard] Howly. 

On motion of Mr. [I^iniei] Carroll, seconded by Mr. 
[Richard] Howly: 

OnforecE, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the Commander in Chief, the Board of War and the 
superintendant of finance on the nmnber and arrangement 
of the army for the ensuing year: 

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. fTheodorick] 
Bland, Mr. [James MitcheU] Vamum. 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 1 Jime, from 
the treasurer, was taken into consideration; after delate. 

Ordered, lliat it be referred to the superintendant of 
finance. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury report to Congress 
what states have complied with the resolutions of Congress 
of 18 March and 26 August, 1780, concerning the calling in 
the old continental money and the issuing the new. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James MitcheU] Vamum 
respecting the commissary of purchases: 

Re»6h)ed, That the office of Commissary Grairaal of Pun^ases and 
all appointments under him cease, and that the duties of that office 
be transferred to the Commissary Qeneral of Issues.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' Thu report is In die Papen t^ the Continenitd C<mgn—> No. 19, II, folio 225. 
■ TiuB motion, In the irriting of Jtunee Mitchell Vunum, la in tlw Papen o/ (A< Con- 
tinental Congren, No. 36, I, folio 211. 
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FRIDAY. JULY 27, 1781 

A memorial from the hon>^ the Minister of France was 
read, accompanied with the plan of a convention for regu- 
lating the powers and duties of consuls and vice consuls. 



Fbiladblphia, Jvly tS, 1781. 
The twenty-ninth article of the treaty of amity and 
commerce, between his M<»t Christian Majesty and the 
United States, reserves to the two contracting powers 
" the liberty of having each in the ports of the other, 
consuls, vice consuls, agents and commissaries, whose 
functions shall be regulated by a particular agreement." 
In consequence of this stipulation, the Court of Versailles 
has caused a draft to be made of a convention, relative 
to the establishment of consuls, which the undersigned 
minister plenipotentiary of France has the honoiur to 
communicate to Congress. It is the desire of his 
Majesty, that this draft should be examined by Con- 
gress; and those points marked which admit of no 
difficulty; and that the others should be submitted to 
the examination of delegates appointed by both parties, 
who may make such observations as they shall judge 
proper, and propose such alterations as they may think 
convenient. These objects will require discussion in 
repeated conferences; and the undersigned intreats that 
Congress would determine in what manner these con- 
ferences ehaU be held. The proposed convention re- 
quires the most mature consideration of both parties; 
while at the same time it is equally the interest of both, 
mth all speed, to introduce consistency and uniformity 
into their respective commercial establishments; and the 
undersigned is of opinion that Congress will think it 
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necessary to prosecute this buaiaess with all possible 
despatch. 

(Signed) Lb Chev. de la. Luzebne.' 

Projet de Convention entre le Roi Tr^ Chretien, 

et les Etats Unis de I'Am&ique Septentrionale, 

k I'effet de determiner et fixer les fonctions efc 

prerogatives des Consuls, Vice Consuls, et des 

Agens respectifs. 

Le Foi trds chr^tien, et les Etats Unia de rAm&ique 

Septentrionale, s'^tant accordes, mutuellement, par 

I'article 29 du traits d'amiti^ et de commerce conclu 

entre eux, la faculty de tenir dans leurs etats respectifs, 

des consuls, vice consuls, et des agens, et voulant en 

consequence determiner, et fixer d'lme mani^ recipro- 

que et permanente les fonctions et prerogatives des dits 

consuls, vice consuls, et des agens respectifs, il a ete 

convenu ce qui suit. 



Les consuls, et vice consuls nommes par le roi trda 
Chretien, et les Etats Unis, seront tenus de presenter 
leurs provisions &leur arrives dans leurs etats respectifs. 
On leur deiivrera, sans aucun fr^, VexequaiuT neces- 
saire h I'ezercice de leurs fonctions et sur I'exhibition 
qu'ils feront du dit exequatur, les gouvemeima, presi- 
dens, conunandans, ch^s de justice, les corps des 
tribimaux ou autres officiers, ayant autorite dans les 
ports et lieux de leur consulate, lee y feront jouir, aussitot, 
et sans difficulte, des pre-eminences, autorite et privi- 
leges accordes reciproquement sans qu'ils puissent 

' Thit venion ia taken fmn the printed Secret Journal, Ftavign Affain; it ia alao 
IHiiil«d in the Diplonutfie Conaporuienet of the Ammean RgvoUUitm (Wharton), IV, 
004. Another tnnalation is in the Paptn of the CojiHnenial Cfmgreit, No. 26, 11, 
folio 17. 



dbyGoot^le 



[ Joumala cf Congress 

exiger des dits consuls, et vice consuls aucun droit sous 
auciin pr^texte quelconque. 

ABTICLE II 

Lea consuls reepectifs auront la faculty d'^tablir 
dee vice consuls dana les diff^ns ports et lieux de 
leur d^partement ou le besoin I'^xigera. On leur d61iv- 
rera ^alement Vexegyatur n^essaire il I'ezercice de 
leurs fonctions et sur I'exhibition qu'ils feront du dit 
exequatur ils seront admis et reconnus dans les termes 
et selon les pouvoirs, autorit^ et privil^es stipule par 
les articles 1, 5, et 6, de la pr^nte convention. 

ARTICLE in 

Les consuls et vice consuls respectifs ne pourront 
Stre pris que parmi les sujets naturds de la puissance qui 
les nommera. Tous seront appoints par leur souverain 
respectif, et ils ne pourront en cons^uence faire aucun 
trafic ou commerce quelconque ni pour leur propre 
compte, ni pour le compte d'autrui. 

ABTICLE TV 

Les consuls respectifs pourront ^tablir des agens 
dans les diflf^ns ports et Ueux de leur d^partement, oil 
le besoin l'6xigera. Les a^ens pourront 6tre choieis 
parmi les n^cians nationaux ou strangers et munis de 
brevets de I'un des dit« consuls; ils se renfermeront 
respectivement h rendre aux commerQans, navigateurs, 
et batimens respectifs, tous les services possibles et k 
informer le consul ou vice consul le plus proche des 
besoins des dibs commergans, na^ogateurs et batimens, 
sans que les dits agens puissent autxement participer 
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aux immunity, droits et privileges atfiibu^ anx con- 
suls et vice consuls par la pr^nte convention. 

AHTICLE v 

Les consuls et vice consuls, lea officiers du consulat, 
et g^n^ralement toutes les personnes attach^ auz 
fonctions consulaires jouiront respectivement d'une 
pleine et enti^ immunity pour leurs personnes, lein« 
papiers, et leurs maisons. Us seront exempts de tout 
service personnd et offices publics, logement de gens 
de guerre, milice, guet, garde, tutelle, curatelle, ainsi 
que de tous droits, taxes, impositions, charges quel- 
conques, hors les biens fonds, dont ils seront propri6- 
taires, les quels seront assujettis aux taxes impost 
Bin* les biens de tous autres particuliers. lis pounont 
faire placer sur la porte ext^rieure de leur maison les 
armes de leur souverain, sans cependant que cette 
marque distinctive puisse donn^ k la dite maison le 
droit d'azile pour aucun malfaiteur ou criminel de 
mani^e que le cas urivant oH aucun malfaiteur ou 
criminel s'y refugierait il sera rendu sur le champ & la 
premi^ r^uisition et sans difficult^. 

ARTICLE VI 

Les consuls ou les vice consuls respectifs, dans les 
lieux ou il n'y aura pas de consuls poiuront avoir dans 
leur maison une chapelle pomr y c^l^brer le service 
divin, et le roi tr^ chr^tien ainsi que les Etats Unis, 
donneront des ordres pr^is et effectifs dans les ports 
et lieux de leur domination pour qu'il ne soit apport^ 
aucun retard ni empSchement lors de la c^^onie, des 
obs^ues et fun^ailles des sujets de I'lme des deux 
nations, qui seront d^^^ dans P^tendue des terres 
de I'autre. 
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ABTICLE VII 

Dans tous les cas g6n6ralement quelconques concer- 
nant la police ou I'admimstration de la. justice, oii il 
sera n^cessaire d'avoir una d^laration juridique des 
consuls et vice consula reepectiSs, le gouvemeur, le 
commandant, le chef de la juetice, les corpe des tri- 
bunaux ou autres officiers quelconques de leur residence 
res[>ective y ayant autorit^ seront tenus de les en pr^ 
venir en leur ^crivant, ou en leur envoyant un officies' 
militaire ou civil, pour leur fure connottre, soit robjet 
que I'on se propose soit la n^cessit^ dans la quelle on 
se trouve d'aller cbez eux pour leur demander cette 
d^laration, et les dits consuls, ou vice consuls aeront 
tenus de leur cdt€ de se prater loyalement & ce qu'on 
d^irera d'eux dans ces occasions. 

ABTICLE VIII 

Les consuls, et vice consuls respectifs, pourront 4ta- 
blir une chancellerie ou seront d^posds les actes et les 
d^berations consulaires, tous les efiets d^laiss^ par 
d^funts, ou sauv^ des naufragea, ainsi que les testa- 
mens, obligations, contrats, et g^n^Iement tous les 
actes et proc^ures faits, entre leurs nationaux. lis 
pourront en conB6;[uence commettre h I'exercice de la 
dite chancellerie des personnes capables les recevoir; 
leur faire prater serment, leur donner la garde du 
sgeau, et le droit de sceller les commissions, jugemens, 
et autres actes du consulat, ainsi que d'y remplir les 
fonctions de notfures et grefiSers. 

ABTICLE IX. 

Les consuls, et vice consuls respectifs auront Is droit 
exclumf de recevoir dans leur chancellerie, ou abord 
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des biLtimens, les declarations et tous lee autres actes, 
que les capitain^, patrons, ^uipages passagers, et 
n^tians, de leur nation, voudront y passer, mSme leiir 
testamens et autres dispositions de demiere volont^, et 
les expMitions des dits actes duement I^alis^ par les 
dit« consuls ou vice consuls et munis du sgeau de leur 
consulat feront foi, en justice, dans totis les Mbunaux 
de France, et des Etats Unis. lis auront aussi, et 
exclusivement, le droit de faire I'inventaire, la liqui- 
dation, et de proc^er k la vente des effets mobiliers 
de la succcession des sujets de leur nation qui viendront 
k mourir dans 1m 6tat8 respectifs. Us y procMeront 
avec I'assistance de deux n^otians de leur dite nation, 
k leur choix, et feront d^poser dans leur chanceUerie lea 
eEFets, et papiers, des dites successions, sans qu'aucun 
des officiers militaires, de justice, ou de police, du pays 
puissent les y troubler, ni y intervenir de qudque 
mani^ que ce soit; Mais 1^ dits consuls et vice consuls 
ne pourront faire la dSUvrance, des successions et de 
leiu* produit aux h^ritiers l^tltues oil k leurs manda- 
taires, qu'apr^s avoir fait acquitter toutes les dettes que 
les d^imta auront pu avoir contract6es dans le pays par 
jugement, par actes, ou par billets dont 1' Venture et la 
signature seront reconnues et certifi^, par deux nota- 
bles n^otians de la nation des dits d^funts, et dans 
tous autres cas le payement des dettes ne pourra fitre 
ordnn^ qu'en donnant, par le cr^ncier, caution suffisante, 
et domicilii de rendre les sommes induement perQues, 
principal, intergts, et frais, lesquelles cautions cepen- 
dant, demeureront duement d^haig^ apr^ ime annSe 
en terns de paix, et deux en terns de guerre ; si la demande 
en d^chaige ne peut Str€ form^ avant ces d^lais contre 
les h^tiers qui si pr^senteront. 
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ABTICLE X 

Les constils et vice consuls req)ectifs, recevront lee 
d^laratioDS, et les consulats de tons capitaines et 
patrons de leur nation respective, pour laJson d'avaries 
essuy^es k la mer par des voyes d'eau ou jets de mar- 
chandise, mSrne lorsqu'il y aura des n^otians strangers 
int^^^ dans la cai:g^son; ou ces capitaines et 
patrons remettront dans la duwcellerie des dits consuls 
et vice consuls les consulats qu'ils aiux>nt faits daus 
autres ports poiu* les accidens, qui leur seront arrivfis 
pendant leur voyage; et dans les deux cas, les dits con- 
suls et vice consuls respectifs, r^leront I'avaiie sans 
d^Iai par des experts, de leur nation qu'ils nommeront 
d'ofSce; et par des experts d'une partie de leiu* nation 
et 1' autre d' strangers dans le cas ou un stranger sera 
interess^ dans la caigaison. 

ABTICLE XI 

Dans le cas ou par tempSte, ou autre accident, des 
vaisseaux ou batimens Francois ^choueront sur les 
cdtes des Etats Unis, et des vaisseaux ou batimens des 
Etats Unis echouCTont sur les cAtes de France, le consul 
ou le vice consul le plus proche du lieu de naufr^e 
poiura faire tout ce qu'il jugera convenable tant pour 
sauver le dit vaisseau ou batiment, son chai^ment et 
apparteuances, que poiu* le magazinage et la surety des 
effets sauv& et noarchandises: II pourra en faire I'inven- 
taire sans qu'aucun officiers militaires, des douanes, de 
la justice, ou de la police du pays puissent s'y immiscer 
autrement que pour faciliter aux consuls, et vice con- 
suls, capitaine et Equipage du vaisseau natifrag^ ou 
4chou6, tous les secours et favours qu'ils leur demande- 
ront, Boit pour la c616rit6 et la surety du sauvetage, et 
des eSets sauv^, soit pour Sviter les d^rdres qui 
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n'accompagnent que trop souvent ces accidents. Poiar 
pr^venir mdme toute esp^ce de cooflit et de discussion 
dans les dits cas de naufrage, il a ^tS convenu, que lois 
qu'il ne se trouvera pas de consul ou de vice consul pour 
faire travailler au sauvetage, ou que la r^idence du 
dit consul ou vice consul qui ne se trouvera pas sur le 
lieu du naufrage, sera plus ^loign^ du dit lieu que celle 
du juge territorial competent, ce dernier y fera proc6der 
sur le champ avec toute c616rit4 la surety et les pr6- . 
cautions preserites par les loix respectives, sauf au dit 
juge territorial ft se retirer; le consul ou vice consul 
survenant, et & lui remettre les procMures par lui 
faites, dont le consul ou vice consul lui fera rembourser 
les frais. Les marchandises sauv^es devront 6tre 
d^pos^ k la douane la plus prochaine avec I'lnventaire 
qui en aura 6t6 dressS par le consul ou vice consul, ou 
en leur absence par le ji^ qui en aura connu; pom*, les 
dites marchandises, Stre ensuite d^livrSes, aprSs le 
pr^levement des frais et sans forme de proems aux pro- 
prietairee, qui munis de la main Iev6e du consul ou vice 
consul le plus prochain les r^clameront par eux m^mes 
ou par leur mandataires; soit pour reporter les mar- 
chandises, et dans ce cas elles ne payeront aucune 
espfece de droit de sortie; soit pour les vendre dans le 
pays, si elles n'y sont pas prohib6es, et dans ce cas, 
les dites marchandises se trouvant avari^ on leur 
accordera une mod^tion sur les droits d'entr^ pro- 
portion^ au domage soufFert, lequel sera constats par 
le proems verbal dress^ lore du naufrage et de I'^choue- 
ment. 

ABTICLE XII 

Les consuls et vice consuls du roi tr^ chr^tien, 6tablia 
dans les Etats Unis, et les consuls et vice consuls des 
Etats Unis fetablis en France, y exerceront la police sur 
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tous les batimens de leurs nations respectives et auront 
abord des dite batimens tout pouvoir et jurisdiction 
dans toutes lee discussions qui pourront y survenir. 
Us auront une enti^ inspection sur les dibs batimens, 
leurs Equipages, les changemens, et les remplacemens 
h y (aire, ainsi que pour tout ce qui concemera leur 
navigation, et I'observation de leurs loix, ordonnances, 
r^emeos respectifs. lis pourront se transporter abord 
des batimens de leur nation arrivant dans les ports, 
havres ou rades respectifs, et ce aussi souvent qu'ils le 
jugeront apropos pour I'acquit de leur chaige sans 
qu'aucun officiers des douanes, de police, ou autres 
puissent les en emp6cher. lis pourront faire arrSter tout 
batiment portant le pavilion de leur nation respective, 
le faire s^uestrer, et mSme, le renvoyer respectiv^nent 
de France dans les Etats Unis et des Etabs Unia en 
France, et faire arr^ter sans difficult^ tout capitaine 
patron, matelot ou passager de leur dite nation respec- 
tive, lis pourront r&lamCT les matelote, d^serteurs, 
et les vagabonds de leur nation respective, les faire 
arrdter et d^tenir dans le pays ou les renvoyer et faire 
transporter hors du pays. II suffira que les consuls ou 
vice consuls respectifs, puissent justifier que ces matelote, 
ddserteurs et vagabonds de telle nation qu'ils puissent 
Hre d'ailleurs, sont inscrits, sur leur r^;istre ou port& 
sur le r61e de F^uipage, et I'une ou I'autre de ces deux 
pieces 6tant suffisantes pour fonder la validity de la 
r^lamation, de la detention, et de la deportation des 
dits matelots, d^serteurs, et vagabonds, aucun d'iceuz, 
Francis ou Am^cain ne pourra dans les pays re^)ectifs 
par lui m6me ou par autrui r^clamer les loix ou I'autOTit^ 
locale, interdisant sur ce toute connoissance k tous 
tribunaux, ji^es et officiers quelconques. Dans tous 
ces cas, les dits matelots, d^serteurs et vagabonds seront 
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remis aux r^clamante, quelquee soient leuis engage- 
ments, et lis ne pourront devenir engag^, retenua ou 
souatituts en aucune nmni^re quelconque et par qui ce 
soit, nationanx ou Strangers & la perquisition que les 
dits consuls ou vice consuls, en feront faire par personnes 
autoris^ par eux et chu^g^es d'une r^uisition sign^ 
d'eux; et poiu* l'£x&:ution de toutes les dispositions ce 
dessus les gouvemeurs, commandans, chefs de la justice, 
les corps des tribunaux ou autres offiders des pays 
respectifs y ayant autorit^, seront tenus et oblig^ de 
prater mftin forte aux consuls et vice consuls respectifs 
et sur une simple r^uisition sign^ d'eux sauf £ faire 
arrSter, d^tenir et garder dans les prisons & la disposition 
et aux frajs des dits consuls et vice consuls, les matelots, 
d^rteurs, et les vagabonds r^Iames jusqu' k ce qu'ils 
ayent occasion de les faire embarquer et sortir du pays. 
Et n les dits matelots, d^serteurs, et vagabonds dans 
la vue d'^luder leur renvoi alliguai^it qu'ils veulent 
retoumer k leur patrie pour devenir sujets de S. M. T. C. 
ou des Etats TJnis, respectivement, on n'aura aucun 
^ard & cette asBertion. 

ABTICLE XIII 

Dans les cas ou les sujets respectifs auront commis 
quelque crime contre quelqu'im des habitans du pays, 
qui m^te punition e^anplajr, ils seront justidables 
des juges du pays. 

ABTICLE XIV 

Les consuls et vice consuls du roi T. C. ^blis dans 
les Etats Unis, et les consuls et vice consuls des Etats 
Unis dtablis en France, y connottront, & I'exclusion des 
tribunaux du pays, de tous 1^ difif^rens et proe^, qui 
pourront naitre & terre entre les capitunes, patrons. 
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^quipa^es, paasagers et commergaiis de leur nation 
respective. lis les accorderont amiablement ou les 
ji^eront sommairement, et saos frais, pour I'appel de 
leur jugemens £tre port6 Tespectlvement aux tribunaux 
de France et dee Etats Unis, qui jugent en demier 
ressort, et qui devront en connottre. Us exerceront cee 
fonctions de justice, privet, ou de police n^cessaire aans 
qu'aucun des officiers militaires, de justice ou de police 
du pays, puissent s'y immiscer et y intervenir en aucune 
mam^. Dans tous les cas ou il surriendra aussi entre 
les n^tians Francois demeurant en France, et leur 
compatriotes ^tablis ous la protection du roi tr^ chr^ 
tien dans les Etats Unis, des di£F&%ns proc^ pour raison 
de leur commerce, ainsi qu'il en surviendra de mSme 
entre les n^tians Am^ricains domicilii dans les Etats 
Unis, et leurs compatriotes ^tablfs sous la protection des 
Etas Unis dans le royuame de France, pareillement pour 
raison de leur coounerce, les dits diff^ens et proc^ 
seront instruits et jug&, sommairement et sans frais, 
entre etuc, chacim par le consul ou vice consul de leur 
nation r^pective et les appeb du jugement port^ aux 
tribunaux req>ectifs qui jugent en demier ressort, soit en 
France, soit dans les Etats Unis. A I'^ard des autres 
difif^ns et proc^ qui pourront nattre entre les sujets 
du roi T. C. et ceux des Etats Urns, dans les etats 
respectifs, soit comme demandeurs, soit comme d6- 
fendeurs, les uns envers les autres tant a ['occasion des 
foumitures, marches, trafic, qu'ils feront ensembles, et 
des soldes qui en r^sultwont, que des lettres de change, 
assurances, avaries, faillities et de toutes autres causes 
civiles, et criminelles, relatives au commerce, ils seront 
port^ dans le pays devant les tribimaux que devront 
en connoitre en premie ilistance et par appel, sans que 
sous aucune pr^texte les consuls et vice consuls respectifs 
puissent s'y immiscer en aucune maniSre. 
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ARTICLE XV 

L'utUit^ gfin^rale du commerce ayant fait ^tablir en 
France des tribunaux et des formes particuli^res pour 
acc^^rer la d^ision des alf^res de commerce, les n^o- 
tiana Am^cains joniront du b^^ce de ces 6tabli^e- 
mens en France, et les Etats Unis procureront des 
avanta^es Univalents et coincidents avec ces tribunaux 
et ces formes en faveur des n^otians Frangois dans les 
afffures de mgme nattu%. 

ABTICLE XVI 

Les sujets du roi trSs chr^tien, et ceux des Etats Unis, 
qui justifieront dtre du corps de la nation respective, le 
certificat du consul ou vice consul du district faisant 
mention de leurs noms, sumoms, et du lieu de leur 
^tablissement comme iDScrits dans les registres du con- 
sulat, ne pourront perdre pour telle cause que ce soit 
dans les domaines et ^tats respectifs, la quality de 
sujets du pays dont ils sont originaires, conformement k 
I'article 11 du traits d'amiti^ et de commerce du 6 
Fevrier 1778, dont les pr&ent article servira d'interpr^ 
tation en cas de besoin; et les dits sujets respectifs 
jouiront, en consequence, de I'exemption de tons services 
personnels dans le lieu de leur ^tablissement, et en outre, 
ils ne pourront y 6tre aasujettis k aucune taxe relative 
k I'industrie. 

ABTICLE XVII 

Toutes les stipulations ci dessus fondfes sur ime 
exacte reciprocity, serviront dor^navant de regies, fixra, 
et invariables potir toua les objets, sur lesquels elles 
portent; mais si quelque autre nation conserve ou 
acquiert k tel titre que ce soit, ou en vertu d'une con- 
vention quelconque, un traitement plus favorable soit en 
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France, eoit dans les Etata Unls, relativement aux 
consuls, vice consuls et agens, et & leur pr€-6minences, 
pouvoirs, autorit^ et privil^es, les consuls, vice consuls 
et agens du roi tr^ chrStien dans les Etats Unis, et les 
consuls, vice consuls et agens des Etats Unis en Frances 
y participeront aux termes stipules par Particle 11 du 
dit trait^ d'amiti^ et de commerce conclu entre le roi 
trds cbr^ien et les Etats Unis. 

ABTICLE xvin 

Les ratifications de la prdsente convention, seront 
donnSes en bonne forme et ^hang^ de part et d'autre 
dans I'espace de six mois, ou plutdt si faire se peut. 

En foy de quoi, &c. 

Conforme & I'ori^nal rest^ par devers nous. 

Le Chevalieb db la Luzernb. 

A Philadelphie le 24 Juillet, 1781.' 

I ThiB memoriAl and plui of conventiQii wero eotc>«d only In tho mannacript 8«crat 
Journal, Pomgn Afiain. Tho following tranalation, In Charlea Thommn'i hand, waa 
the paper conaidered by Congreea. It is in the Popov <j^ th* ContmmUii Qmgreu, 
No. 25, II, folio 21. 

[TiHkdatkml 

A Phm of a Gtrnvention 

Between the Uoat Chriatian King and the XTnited Blntea of Hartb. America, for the 
pmpoae of detwmining and fixing the functiau uid prerogativea of tbelr reapectiTa 
OaoBulB, Vice Gonaula and Agents. 

The Moat Chriatian King and the thirteen tJnited St&tee of North America, having 
mutually granted to each otiier by the 2S article of the Treaty of Amity and Com- 
merce concluded between them the power of keeping in their reepective Statee Con- 
mib. Vice Conaula and agents, and being willing in conaeqoence thaeof to det»rmine 
and fix in « lasting manner, and on tenna of equality the functiooa and pmogativee 
nt the said Conaula, Vice GonBula and Agenta, have agreed aa follova: 



The Conaula and Vice Conaula named by the Moat Gmatian King and the United 
Statea, shall be obliged to present their appointments on their anival in the reepective 
Statee, and there ahall be delivered to (hem (he exequatur neceeaary for the exerdae 
ot their tunctiona. and up<m the exhibition irtiich they eholl make of that euquatur, 
the GoveraofB, Fnddenta, Commandante, Cbiel Judgee, UagiatnUea of the place 
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A report of the Board of War on the memorial of the owners 
and drivers of different brigades of waggons was read : 

FooTMOT*— ContinueiJ . 

tribunftkand otbm offi<»n exerdsuig autlioiity in die jKila and plAcea of tlieii ConsDl- 
ihips ahall cause them to enjoy tbere immediately and without difficulty the pi«- 
eminencee authority and privU^iea mutually granted, without exacting from the 
said Consuls and Vice Ckmeula any duty or emolumenta, under any pretext whatsoever. 



The Bespective CongulB shall have power to eetabliah Vice Consuls in the different 
Porta and places within their departments, where uecenary: There shall in like 
iiiiiiiiiiii liiiiliilii iimil III (liiiiii lliii I ii ijiiiifiii mil miiiiji fiii iliiiiiiiui iim of their functions, 
and upon the exhibition which they shall make of the said exequatuf, they shall be 
admitted and recognized in the terms and according to the FoweiB, authority and 
privileges stipulated by the 1, S, and 6 articles of this present Convention. 



The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall only be talcen from among the natural 
bom subjects of the power nominating them. They slwll all be appointed by their 
respectivB Sovereign, and in Consequence of such appoinbnent they shall not exendse 
any traffic or cuameice whatsoever either on their own account, at on account of any 
other. 

4 

The respective Consuls shall have power to establish agents in the difietent Pols 
and placea within their department where necessary. These agents may be chosen 
from among the Herchsnts of their nation or etzangers, and shall be furnished with a 
Commission from one of the said Consuls, and shall respectively be authcsized to 
lender to their respective merchants seamen and vessels all possible service, and to 
inform the neatest Consul or Vice Consul of the wants of the said merchants, sea- 
men and vessels; but the said agents shall not in any respect participate in the immu- 
nitiee, rights and privileges granted to Consuls and Vice Consuls by the pNamt 
Convention. Norshalltheyexactany duty by virtue of their appointment underany 
pretence whatsoever. 

The CtHisuls and Vice Consuls the officers ol the consulship and generally all persons 
attached to the Consular (unctions shall reepecdvely enjoy a full aud entire immunity 
tat their persons papen and houses. They shall be exempted from all peraoual 
service, and public offices, from findii^ quarteie for soldiers, from it"'1'''^» duties, from 
watch, ward, guardianship curatelle, and from all dutiee, taxee, imposts and charges 
whatsoevw, save on real estates which they shall own, wbidi shall be subject to 
the Taxee imposed on the estates of all other individuals. They shall be at liberty 
to fix upon the outer door of their house the arms of their Sovereign, provided always 
that this mark of diBtinctian, shall not give to the said house the right of asylum to 
any malefactor or criminal, who shall take refuge there; but he shall be immediately 
delivered up on the first requisition and without any difficulty. 
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Ordered, That the eame be referred to the superintendaDt 
of finance. 

FooTNOTB — Coatinufid. 

S 

The UoHt Chrieti&a King and aiao the United States, ihall 0.ro pieciM and eEEectual 

ordera in the porU and places within their jurisdiction, that no let ta hindnmce be 

given to the funecal ritee and obeequiee of any subject of the oae or the other nation, 

who shall die within the tenitoriea of the other. 



In all caaea, generally whatever reopecdi^ the police and administration of jiutice, 
where it ahall be necesBary to have a judicial declaration of the said Consula and Vice 
Consuls reepectively, the Governor, President, Commandant, Chief Judges Magjs- 
ttates of the place, tribunate or other officers whatever at their respective reddence or 
Consulate having authority there shall be bound to give them notice thereof in writing 
ot by sending to them a civil or military officer to inform them of the object in view 
and the neceasity there is of going to them, and demanding from them that declaiaticni, 
and the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, shall be bound on their part, readily and bona 
fide to do what shall be required of them on thoee occasions. 
8 

The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall have power to establish a Chancery, 
for depositing the Consular acts and deliberations, the effects left by persons deceased 
or saved from shipwreck, also the testaments, obligations, contracts, and in general 
all the acts and proceeding made and done by or between people of their nation. 
They shall of consequence have power to appoint capable pcnons to manage that 
Chancery, to admit them into office, to administer an oath to them, to give them the 
keeping of the Seal, and the right ot sealing the Commisdons, judgements and otbn 
acts of consulship and also to execute Uie office ol Notaries and scribes. 
S 

The respective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall have the exclusive right ot receiving 
in their Chancery or on board of vessels the declantjcms and all other acts, which the 
captains, masters, seamen, passengers uid merchants of their nation shall be willing 
to give there, and tiieir teet&ment and other dispositions ot a last will, and the copies 
of thesaidactsduly authenticated by the said Consuls or Vice Consuls, and under the 
seal ot their Consulship shall be admitted in all Courts of Justice in France and the 
United Statee. They shall also have the exclusive right of in».Hng inventories and 
liquidating accounts and ot proceeding to the sale ot the personal effects left by 
the subjects of their nation who shall happen to die in the respective States. They 
shall proceed themn, with the aasiBtaoce ot two merchants of their said nation whom 
they shall choose and shall cause to be deposited in their Chancwy the eSecta and 
papers of the said successionB, nor shall any t^cer civil or military, of justice, or of 
the police ot the Coun&y be allowed to give Qiem uiy inteimpCion or disturbance 
whatever. But the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, shall not be at Uberty to delivv 
up the property or the produce thereof, to the lawful heirs or their attorneys, until 
they have caused to be discharged all the debts which the deceaaed may have con- 
tracted in the Country by judgment by acts or by bills, the writing and signature of 
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The conunittee to whom was referred the letter, of 20, 
from the superintendant of finance; and 

FooTNOTK— Contimued . 

which shall be proved uid cratifled by two noted merchants of the nation, of the said 
deceaaed, and in all other caaee the payment of debts Bhall not be ordained, but upon 
tlie credib»8 giving suffident eecurity by a Bondsman reaidrait tiiere, to return the 
Buma unduly received, both principal interest and coats, which securitiea however 
shall be duly discharged after one year in time of peace, and after two years in 
time of war, if a demand in dischaige caonot before that time be made BgainBt tlie 
bcus who ehaU appear. 

10 

The reepective Consuls and Vice Consuls shall receive the declaiationa and prot^ts 
of all Captains and Hasten of th^ reepective nations on account of damages at sea 
by leakage or throwing goods overboard, even though Foreign Hetchante are inteo^ 
eeted in the Cargo; or the Captains and masters shall lodge in the Chancery of the 
said Consuls and Vice Consuls the protests, which they shall make in other Ports on 
account of the accidents that have happened to them during their voyage; and in 
both casee the sold Consuls and Vice Consuls respectively diall settle the damage 
without delay by experienced persons of their nation whom they shall name ex officio 
and by experienced paeons equally of each nation, whne a stranger is inteneted in 
the cargo. 

11 

In cose either by tempest or other accident, the ships or vessels of France shall be 
wrecked on the Ccaet of the United States, or the ships or vessels of the United States 
shall be wrecked on the Coast of France, the Consul or Vice Consul nearest to the 
place of shipwreck, shall have power to do whatever he shall judge proper, as well 
for saving the ship or vessel, her cargo and appurtenances as for storing and securing 
the effects and merchandize saved. He shall have power to take an inventory of them, 
nor shall any military officers nor officers of the Oustorns, or naval officers nor officers of 
Justice or of the pohce of the Country be allowed to interfov farther than by afiording 
to the Consuls and Vice Consuls, the Captain and Crew of the veceel wrecked or 
■Izanded all the assistance and favour required of them either tor the speedily saving 
and securing the effects, or for preventing the disordcn, which too frequently accom- 
pany such accidents, to prevent all Interference of jurisdictions in case of shipwrecks, 
it is agreed that where there is no Consul or Vice Consul to assist in saving the wreck, 
or where the residence of the said Consul or Vice Consul not being at the place shall 
be farther distant thui that ol a competent territorial judge, this latter shall immedi- 
ately promote with oU expedition, the saving the wreck and the measures preecribed 
by their respective laws, provided always, that the Territorial Judge shall retire upon 
the coming of the Consul or Vice Consul, to whom he shall bansfer the whole and 
commit the farther prosecution of the measures by him token and tlie Consul or Vice 
Consul shall reimborse him the expences incurred. The merchandiie saved shall be 
depodted in the nearest custom house or other nearest place of security, it there shall 
be no custom house, with an inventory made out by the Consul or Vice Consul, or in 
their absence by the judge who shall have had cognizance thereof, in ordw that the 
said merchandizes may after payment of the expence be afterwards delivered without 
any fonnal process to the owners, who being fumii^ied with a lelease from the nearest 
8eS83*— VM. 21—12 3 
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■The Committee to whom was roferred the letter from the Superin- 
tondant [of] Finance of the 20^ instftat respecting the supplying the 
S. Carolina and Geoi^a Prisoners lately exchanged and their families 
with rations &c. b^ leare to Befwrt the following resolutions Viz, 
FooTHOTX — Contmued. 

Coiuul or Vice CodbuI dull recUio them in penon or ^j attocnej, either Ua the pur- 
pom ot leexpOTtdng the merchandizea, in which case liiey shall not pay any kind 
of duties on exportation, or for the purpose of oelUng them in the country, if they are 
not there prohibited, and in this case the said merchandize being damaged an abate- 
ment shall be made on the import duties proportianed to the damage sufiered, i^iich 
shall be determined by the verbal process stated at the time of the wreck or stranding. 
12 

The Omeuls and Vice Consuls ot the Most Christaao King established in the United 
States, and the Consuls and Vice Consuls of the United Statee in France, shall there 
exercise tbe police over all the vessels of their respective nations, and shall have on 
boeid the said veswls all power and jurisdiction in all discusaiuns which can arise 
there. They shall have the entire inspection over the said venels, their crews, the 
changes and the recompenses tar making them, and aJso for whatever shall concern 
their navigation, and the observance ot their respective laws ordinances and regula- 

They shall be at liberty to go on board the venels of theii nation arriving in the 
respective ports havens and roads, and that as often as they shall judge necessary tot 
the performance of their office, nor shaU any oScen ot the customs, or of the police ex 
any other pemons whatever prevent them. 

They shall be at liberty to arrest and sequester all the veesels carrying the flag ot 
their respective nation, and even to send them back respectively from France to the 
United States, and from the United States to Fiance, and to arrest without any diffl* 
culty every captain master, SMman or passenger of their respective nation. 

They shall be at liberty to reclaim sailors, deeerten and the vagabonds of their 
respective nation, and to arrest and detain them in the country or to send them away 
and cause them to be transported out ot the country; It shall be sufficient that the 
Consuls or Vice Consuls respectively can prove that the 8ail<m, deswters and vaga- 
bonds, of what nation soever they be are inserted in the regist«rs, or entered on the 
loll of the crew, and the one or other of these two pieces being sufficient to establidi 
the validity of the claim and detention and of the transportation of the stud seamen, 
deserters and vagabonds, none of them whether French (^ American shall in the- 
respective countries either by himself or others, be at liberty to claim the benefit of 
the laws or authority of the country , all tribunals, judgee and officers whatsoever being 
interdicted from aU cognizance thereof. In all these cases, the said seamen, deserters 
and vagabonds shall be delivered to the reclaimen, whatever may be their engage- 
ments, and they shall not be engaged, detained « withdrawn in any manner, or by 
any person whatever, whether natives or fcseigners, upon the requisition which the 
said Consuls or Vice Consuls shall cause to be made by persons authorised by them 
and entrusted with the requisition signed by them. 

And for the execution of all tlie regulatians above-mentioned, the governors, com* 
mandants, chief judges, magistrates of the place, tribunals, and other officers of the 
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That the Superintendant of Finance contract for supplying such 
of the said late PriBoners and thdr families with rations as shall 
obtain a certificate from some person to be appointed by the Dele- 
gates of the said two States — and that the Conunissioners who were 
FooTMOTB — Omtiuued 

raepectire countriee having authority thcro, shall be h«ld and bound to anlrt the 
reepectiTe Conaula and Vice Gonaula, and upon a dmple requintion signed by tliem, 
saving the power of airestiiig, to detain and keep in prison, at the di^toaal and coat 
of the said Consuls and Vice Consub, the aailcm, deMrten and vagabonds leclaimed, 
until they sh^ have an oppcrtonity of putting them on board and sending them out 
<rf the countzT. 

IS 

In case (he subjects respectively shall commit any orime against any inhabitants 
iA the country which deserves exemplary punishment, they shall be tried by the 
Judges of the country. 

The Consuls and Vice Gonsub ot the Meet CSuistiR" King established in the United 
States, and the Consub and Vice Consuls of the United States established in Fnnc« 
shall to the excluaion of the tribunals of the country have cognizance theie of all 
differences and processes which shall arise on land between tiie captains, nutsters, 
ciewB, paaengers and traders of tbeir respective nations, ^ey shall settle them in 
an amicable nkanner, or decide them Humnurily and without coats, and the appeal 
bom their judgments shall be carried respectively to the tribunals of France and 
the United States, that judge in the last resort and that ought to have cognisance 
thereof. They shall exercise these offices of private justice and of neceesuy police, 
nor shall any military officer, nor any officer of justice or lA police in the country 
inteimeddle ot interpose in any manner whatever. 

In case any diflerences or suits on account of their comnutce shall happen either 
between Fiendi merchants living in France and their countrymen settled under the 
protection of the most ChristiaQ King in the United States, at between the American 
merchants dwelling in the United States and their countrymen settled under the 
pcotection ot the United States in the Kingdom ot Pnmce, the said differences and 
suits shall be brought to trial and decided between them in a summary way and 
without ezpence by the Consul oi Vice Consul of their respective nation, and the 
appeals from their judgment dial] be to the respective tribunals wtudi judge in the 
last resort, iriiether in France or in the United States. 

With respect to aU other differences and suits that may arise between the subjects 
of the Host Christian King and those ot the United States in the respective countries 
either as plaintifEs or defendents one tgainat another, as well on account of bargains 
and traffic one with another and the payments to be made in consequence thenof, 
as for bills of exchange, insurances, damtges at sea, bankruptcies, and all other causes 
civQ and criminal relative to commerce, they shall be prosecuted in the country bdora 
the tribunals iriiich oug^t to take cognisance thereof in the first instance and by 
^ipeal nor diall the respective Cfxisuls and Vice Consuls imdar any pretence Inter* 
meddle thefein in any manner. 

Ifi 

The general advantage ot commerce having given occasion to establidi in Fiance 
cortain tribunals and particular forms iat the speedy determination ol commerdal 
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appointed on the 24^ instant to collect a loan and donation for the 
relief of the said sufferers, do out of the first monies which shall come 
into thedr hands for the purpose aforesaid pay into the hands of the 
said Superintendant of Finance so much of the said money aa will 
from time to time enable him to dischaige the said contract.* 

The comnuttee appointed "to confer with the superin- 
tendant of finance on the means proper to be adopted for the 

Footnote — Continued. 

DUtten, the American meicbuits shall enjoy tiie benefits of those establuhmentB in 
fiance and the United Stat«a shall prociue equal advaati^ai coinciding with the 
tribunals and toma in iavoc of the flench meichants in matten lA the same nature. 

IS 

The subjecta id th« Host Christian King and those lA the Unit«d Statee, who shall 
prove that they are under the laws of their respective nation, the cotificate of the 
Oonnil or Vice Conaul of iJie district mentioning tlieii namee sumamee and place ol 
abode as inserted in the Tegistere of the Consolship, thall not for any cause vhatevet 
lone in the respective dominiona and States, the quality of subjects of the country 
to which they OTiginally bebng, conformably to the 11 article of the treaty of amity 
and commerce of the 6 Feby. 177S, of which this prssent article ahaU serve for an 
interpretation it occasion require, and the said subjecta reepectively shall consequently 
enjoy an exemption from all personal services in the place of their residence and 
moreover they shall not be subject to any tax relative to labour. 

17 

All the stipulations abovementioned being founded on an exact reciprocity shall 
bescetorth serve for regulating Szing and Tesdcaring invariable all the objects to which 
they relate. But if any other Nation enjoys, oi acquires under any title or in virtue 
d any convention whatever a more favcvable treatment either in PVance w in the 
United States with regard to Consols, Vice Consuls and agents, and their preeminencea 
powa« authority and privileges, the Consuls, Vice Consuls and agents of the most 
Christian King in tlie United States, and llie Consols, Vice Consuls and agents of the 
United States in Fiance shall participate therein, agreeably to the terms of the 11 
article of the said treaty of amity and conunwce, concluded between the Host Christian 
Eii« and the United States. 

18 

The ratifications of this preeent convention shall be delivered in good form and 
exchanged by one party and by the other in the space of 6 months or sooner if poedble 

In teetimosy whereof Ac. agreeable to the original remaining with us. 

Philadelphia tiie 24'» July. 1781. 

(Signed) Le Chev. on liA Luzhnk. 

1 This report, in the writing of Samuel Livermore, is in the Papen q/* tht ConH- 
nenlol Congnu, No. 19, IT, folio 329. It was ordered to be filed September 29, aa 
the indorsement shows. 
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purpose of defrayiBg the expences of the del^ates of such 
of the states as from the events of the war may be unable to 
provide for their support during their attendance in Con- 
gress; also on the means for pajdng the salaries due to the 
civil officers and the cl^ks of the boards and offices immedi- 
ately under Congress", delivered in thdr reports. 

The report of the committee on the letter and papers from 
the president of New Hampshire was taken into considera- 
tion; and after debate, 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JULY a8, 1781 

Ordered, That the memorial from the hon*^ the Minister 
plenipotentiary of France, and the plan of a convention for 
regulating the powers and privil^es of consuls, vice consuls 
and agents, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [Nicholas] 
Van Dyke, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth.' 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a memorial of James Wharton, with the 
papers attending it, be referred to the Board of Treasiny, 
and that they confer with the superintendant of finance on 
the subject thereof; 

Th a t tho podtion of Optoin Yon Hoop bo wsfoM - od to tho BoOFd of 

That a letter, of 27, from E. Smith, be referred to the 
Board of Treasury.'' 

> Tbew two puagtaphs wore also entered in the manaBCript Secret Jounul, Foreiga 
Afiain. 

■ This Tep(»t, in the writing ot Elias Boudinot, is in the Papert o/ the C<mtmental 
CongrttM, No. 32, folioB 201 and 203. Smith's lettw is in No. 78, XXI, folio 01; 
Wharton's memorial, dated July 26, ITSl, is in No. 78, XXIV, folio 333; the letter 
of tianamittal is on folio 829, 
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A letter from Abr? Haryla and Ebenezer lUchmond was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

GongreeB resumed the conudOTation of the report of the 
committee on the letter and papers &om the president of 
New Hampshire, and, some time being spent thereon: 

Trbasdbt Oftiob Jviy t7^ 1781 

The Board bog lesTe to lay before the United States in Congrees 
assembled a letter from It Thomas Hutchins Qec^apher of the 
United States dated the 26*^ instant requesting, beyond the payment 
of tua debts here, an advance of 2000 dollars specie to enable him to 
j<Hn tiie Southern army. The Board also inform Oongress they have 
no means in thur power to supply any part of the sums demanded.' 

Adjoiuned to 10 o'Qock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JUI.Y 30, 1781 

A letter, of 28, from Captain J. P. Jones, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of 
finance to take order. 

A letter, of 20, from E. Blaine, commissary general of 
ptuchases, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, 
Mr. T[homas] Smith, Mr. [Isaao] Motte, the remaining mem- 
bers of the two committees on the mode of settling the 
quartermaster's and commissary's accounts. 

The del^ates of New Jersey laid before Congress a letter, 
of 23, from E. Dayton: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 30, from P. S. Du Ponceau, was read.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the application 
of Lieutenant Maroellin, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

> lUa npt^ ]g In the Papen ^0» ConHntiaal Oongrat, No. 136, V, folio 419, and 
ma reftd on tbia day, sa the indonement ahowa. 

) Oayton'a letter ia in the Papen of lA« Omtm^ntoJ Coagmt, No. 78, VII, folio SM; 
Du PonceMi'B ia in No. 69, III, folio 46. 



dbyGoot^le 



July, 1781 813 

At the Boabd op Wae JuZy S8^ 1781. 
Frasent W Pet«rs 

Col. Grayson 
Genl. Cornell. 
The Board have coimdered the application of lieutenant Marcellin 
for pennissioii to go to France on some family affairs also General 
St Clair's certificate importing that (from the particular situation 
of the Regiment to which he Is attached) the service will not be 
injured by his absence. 

The Board therefore Report, 

Ordered, That Lieutenant MaroeUin, of the 2d Pennsyl- 
vania regiment, have leave of absence till the 1st day of 
May, 1782, for the purpose of going to France on private 
business.^ 

The conunittee of the week was appointed: 

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. 
[Joseph] Montgomery. 

The report of the committee, llconasting of Mr. Ellsworth, 
Mr. Clymer, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Madison, || 
appointed to confer with the superintendent of finance on 
the means of defraying the expence of the del^ates of such 
of the states, as from the events of the war may be unable to 
provide for their support duiing their attendance in Con- 
gress: also on the means for paying the salaries of the civil 
officers and clerks of the boards and offices immediately under 
Congress, was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The Conmiittee appointed to confer with the supwintendant of 
finance on the means proper to be adopted for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses of the Del^atea of such of the States, as from the 
events of the war may be unable to provide for their support during 
their attendance in Congress; also on the means for paying the 
salaries due to the civil officers and the clerks of tiie boards or officers 
immediately under Congress. 

Report the following resolutions : 

Beaotioed, That until the s aid 8ta te »-a h a ll b e in e onditien to make 
provi fl kwB tor the e upport i of theif the Delegates during their attend- 

^ Ttatngwtia in tbePap^ttjf a* Oontmmtai CoHgrm, No. 148, II, folio 88. 
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ance in Gougrass. The Superiatendant of Finance be autborized and 
directed to supply the said Delegates on their application a sum of 
money monthly in the following proportions viz. to the Delegates of 
North Carolina a s um not oiooeding B OO dollftw i pof month to the 
delog ft tcB of S outh C a rolinft a amn - n e t - wiooodiDg 8 00 doII > F B pey 
month and to the ddt^ at o fr -of OooFgia a s um not oioeeding -860 
dollam pe f- Bien t b South Carolina and Georgia [to such of them as 
have their families with them each] a sum not exceeding 200 dollars 
per month, [and such as have not their families with them a sum not 
exceedii^ 150 Dollars s month]: The said sums to be charged to 
the said States respectively. 

B ( »ofa a d| That f ^ F t he diBeb a i y ing - tho dobta-alrcody ineuired - by 
the Doleg a t eB a foF eaa idyO f a ny of bb(»n, - W 'a rwmtfl bogfontod on thei f 
HWp ee tiy e npplie a tion on t he Lo a n OffiooT of ' th e -S tate of ■ Popnayl - 
TMiian - fo g't b e waount of - thMF - rcapoetivo debts, whioh B iitn a-s bftll be 
lihe w ise ohnTg a d to the sa id B ta tc fl w i apootiyolyi 

YouF ooDUnittoO ' bo g lo a Ti» to s it a gnin.' 

Resolved, That until the delegates for the states of North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, shall receive remit- 
tances from their respective states for their support during 
their attendance in Congress, the superintendant of finance 
be authonsed and directed to supply such of them as have 
their families with them, a sum not exceeding two himdred 
dollars per month each, and to such as have not families with 
them one hundred and fifty dollars per month each, the said 
sums to be charged to the said states respectively; and [that 
the superintendant of finance be authorised and directed to 
make provision for dischai^ng the arrears of pay due to the 
oflBcers on the civU establishment of the United Stat^, and 
for the futiu^ payment of their salaries as the same shall 
become due.]" 

> This report, in the writing of Jdm Mathewa, except the wddIb in brackets, which 
ue in lite wriliiig of Thomu HcEeon, is in the Paper* of Hu Cmiinmtal C<mgrett, 
No. 26, foUo 301. 

'The resolution BB adopted is in the writingofThoouBMcKean, except the words in 
brackets which aie in Junes Madison's writing. It is in the Paper* of (A< CixnixMxaal 
Congnn, No. 26, foUos 905 and 307. 
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A report from the Board of War on the letter from Hazyls 
and Richmond was read : 

Ordered, That the same, together with the letter, be 
referred to the superintendant of finance to take order. 

On motion of Mr. [EUas] Boudinot, seconded by Mr. 
[William] Sharpe: 

Order&i, That a committee of three be appointed to take 
into consideration the state of the American prisoners in 
the power of the enemy, and report: 

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [William] Sharpe, 
Mr. [George] Clymer. 

A letter, of this day, from J. Brown, secretary of the 
Admiralty, was read, enclosing a letter, of 18, from the 
eastern navy board: 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to prisoners be 
referred to the Board of War; 

That the remainder be referred to the superintendant of 
finance. 

A report of the Board of War, on the arrangements made 
and onlers given by E. Cornell, at Springfield, was read; 
Whereupon, 

At a Boasd of Wab July SC^, 1781. 

Present, M' Peters 

Colonel Grayson. 

The Board having considered the airangemonts made and orders 
given at Springfield by General Cornell when at that place, and fully 
approve of the same copies whereof they have the honor to enclose, 
and in order that the said arrangements may be made complete, the 
Board beg leave to suggest the following resolution: 

Radved, That John Bryan be continued a Captain in the labora- 
tory and William Hawes a Captain of Artificers at Springfield, and 
that all and every other officer in the Laboratory or Corps of ArtificerB 
at that place be and they hereby are dischai^ed from the service of 
the United States.' 

' Thia leport ia in the Paptn of (Ac CondmenUd Oongra*, No. 146, II, folio 97. 
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Resolved, That the Board of War be, and they are hereby 
empowered to continue such of the officers in the laboratory 
and artificers at 8prii^eld, as the good of the service may 
require, and to remove all and every other officer in the 
laboratory or corps of artificers at that place, and proceed to 
make such farther reforms in the deparbnent of the commis- 
sary of military stores at other poeto as they judge may 
conduce to the public interest. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JULY 31, 1781 

Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, two 
delegates for the State of New York, attended. 

A letter, of 23, &om the governor of the State of New York, 
was read.* 

A report from the Board of War on the petition of Ueu- 
tenant D. Campbell and memcnial of Lieutenant Pepin, was 
read: 

Wab Otfiob Jidy £8. 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have considered the memorial of Lieutenant Dmican 
Campbell, and beg leave to observe that their opinion on the subject 
is set forth in the report on a former memorial from this Gentleman 
to which tiiey beg leave to refer. Any provision made for him will 
establish a precedent affecting all supemumeraty officers who will 
doubtless esdiibit claims, and those of the States in the power of the 
enemy, will think themselves peculiarly entitled to compensation. 
If however Congress are pleased to think that there are particular 
circumstances attending the situation of ih» Canadian officers, which 
do not reach the cases of other officers discharged under the same 
arrangement, and that provision can be made for them without 
introducing a multiplicity of claims and creating much jealousy 
among other officers, they will please to resolve, 

That the Treasuiy Board be directed to cause the accounts for 

pay and depreciation of the Canadian officers, who have been dis- 

> Thto IMM ia is the Paptn oftM GimtMfliital Qmgru; No. «7, II, folio 418. 
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diarged the service of the United States as SupemumOTariee under 
the arrangement of the Army made in the year 1779 to be adjusted 
in Specie, and that such officers reepectiTelj receive Loan office 
certificates for the Batlancee due them. 

Tliis r^wrt will include the Case of Andrew Pepin. "Die Canadian 
officers have been constantlj drawing rations for themselves and 
families since their being discharged utiier at Albany or Philadelphia, 
at which latter Post we have been obliged lately to discontinue fur- 
Dishing them, as no provision was made for them in the Contract 
made by the Superintendant of Finuice. We mention this circum- 
stance for the information and consideration of Coi^;ress.' 

Ordered, That bo much thereof as relates to rations be 
re-committed. 

The committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Blaad, Mr. 
Vammn, || appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief, 
the Board of War, and the superintendant of finance, made 
report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That one of the memoers of the Board of War be, 
and he is hereby directed to repair to head quarters with the 
superintendant of finance, in order to consult with the Com- 
mander in Chief on the subject of the arrai^ment and 
numbers of the army for the ensuing year. 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Willifun] Sharpe, 
one of the delegates for North Carolina, a warrant issue in 
his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for two thousand five 
himdred dollars new emission; 

That on the application of Mr. [Geoi^] Walton and Mr. 
[Richard] Howly, delegates for the State of Georgia, warrants 
issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, one in favour 
of Mr. [Geoi^e] Walton for twelve hundred dollars, and one 
in favour of Mr. [Richfu^] Howly for two thousand one hun- 
dred dollars like emissions; and 

> This report u in tbe Pap«n <^ A* Otrntmantol Omgta*, No. 148, II, folio lOS. 
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That on the application of Mr. [Isaac] Motte, one of the 
del^ates for the State of South CuvUna, a warrant issue in 
his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for 
eleven hundred and ten dollars like emissions, for which sev- 
eral sums the said states respectively are to be accountable. 

iSi. [Thomas] Bee laid before Congress accounts against 
him and Mr. [Wac] Motte, by Mr. Hiltzeimer, for Iceeping 
their horses in the public stables: 

Ordered, That they be transmitted to the Board of Treas- 
ury, and that the amoimt thereof be charged to the accoimt 
of the State of South Carolina. 

According to the ordCT of the day, Congrras resumed the 
consideration of the report on the letter and papers from the 
president of the State of New Hampshu^, and after debate: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of five: 

The members, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. [Daniel] Car- 
roll, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. 
[Daniel] Mowry. 

The report of the committee on the report of the Board of 
War respecting Major Brahme was taken into consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That so much of Major Brahme's letter, of 16, as 
relates to horses be referred to the Board of War to take 
order; and that what jolftfeo e t o taonoy be rof e frod to - tb e 
Board of - gr f oa a a f y the draughts made by the Board of War 
for three months be at the nominal sum in bills of the new 



The report of the committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. Root, Mr. Johnson, || on the letter from General Sullivan 
of the 25 November, 1780, was taken into consideration; 
Whereupon, 

The Committee upon Oen Sulliyan's letter of the 25 of NoT^ hav- 
ing taken the same, under their coiuideration, report aa follows — 
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Ordered, That the Board of Treaeury pass to the credit of 
General Sullivan the following sums in specie, viz. one hun- 
dred dollars as a compensation for the expences incurred by 
him in securing the military stores and ordnance in Fort 
William aud Mary, New Hampshire, in the year 1775, and 
distributing them in various parts of the country for the use 
of the United States; one thousand dollars for the extraor- 
dinary expences, necessarily incurred by him on several 
occasions, as the comioanding officer In a seperate departr 
ment, for which no provision or compenBation has been 
made; and four hundred dollars as a reimbursement of the 
expence incurred by him, after his resignation for the recov- 
ery of his health, which he had lost in the service and was 
thereby induced to retire. 

With reepeot to his claim upon the United States set for^i in his 
said letter for depredated pay: tho' they are of opinion that the 
BBJd claim is auch as might justly entitle him to compensation, yet 
aa it must be determined on principles which will include \ha cases 
of many others not provided for — Your Committee cannot with pro- 
priety report speciaUy thereon, but refer it to Congress whenever th^ 
may deem it expedient to enter into the consideration.* 

Ordered, That the remaind^ be referred to the committee 
on the report of the Board of War on an allowance to the 
staff of the furmy for depreciation; 

That two members be added to that committee: 

The membra^, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [N'icholas] Van 
Dyke. 

A report from the Board of War was read, enclosing 
accounts against the United States for the support and 
tuition of three Indian boys at Princetown; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas- 
uiy; and that the Board devise ways and means for fumish- 

' This report, in the wiitiiig of Olivn EUswortti, is in the Papen of Ou Conlintntal 
OongraM, No. 19, V, folio 443. A ct^j iBin No. 41, IX, folio2S7. 
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ing Colonel Geoi^ Moi^an with the sum of one hundred and 
thirty-seven pounds currency of New Jersey, in specie, to 
enable him to pay for the support and tuition of three Indian 
boys of the Ddaware nation, now at Princetown college; for 
which simi Colonel George Morgan is to be accountable. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.* 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST i, 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a letter, of 26 July, from John Wereat, with 
the papers enclosed, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] LivCTmore, Mr. [Daniel of 
St. Thomas] Jenif^, Mr. [John] Mathews; 

That the letter of the 27^ of July from Timothy Pickering, Quar- 
termaster Qeaeral, addressed to the Pre^dent of Congress, witJi its 
enclosures, be also referred to a special committee. 

That a letter, of 27 July, from Colonel T. Pickering, with 
the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board of War; ' and 

That a letter, of 31 July, from Mons' de Roquebenne, be 
referred to the Board of Admigol ^ Committee of Commerce.' 

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[James Mitchell] Vamum, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office, the super- 
intendant of finance, and postmaster general, prepare and 
report the state of the present expences of the Poet Office, 
and a system for regulating the same in future. 

■ The following motion was offered this day by lunea Mitchell Vamum, seconded 
by lohn SuUivan, u the indwHement ahown: 

JUtohed, Th&t on the day of Auguat next, GoDgren will adjourn to the flnt day 
ot Hovember next, then to convene at in tlie State of 

It ia in tiie PajMn oftht CoidmetOal Cmgrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 213, and in the writing 
tA James Mitchell Vamum. 

* This letter ia in the Papen of Ou ConHnmtal Congrm, No. 78, XVIII, folio 423. 

* lliis repcrt, in the writing of Jonathan Elmn, is ia the Papm of the CmfmmAtI 
Oongrtu, No. 32, folio 206. 
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The committee to whom was referred the commxmications 
of the hon*?* the Minister plenipotentJary of France, delivered 
in a report/ 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [William] Sharpe, 
a delegate for the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue 
on Thomas Smith, commissions of the continental loan 
office for the State of Pensylvania, in favour of Griffith 
Rutherford, brigadier-general, and Isaacs, a colonel of 

mihtia of the State of North Carolina, l&tely arrived in this 
city from captivity at St. Augustine, for tiie siun of three 
thousand doUars new emission, to be chained to the said 
State of North CfuvUna. 

Ordered, That a member be appointed to the Board o. 
Treasury In the room of Mr. T[homas] Smith, who is unable 
to attend on account of sickness : 

The memb^, Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommcdieu. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 
seconded by Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, 

That a committee be appointed to enquire into the facts 
mentioned in the interested letter of the 7th February last, 
from Lord George Germ^ to Sir Henry Clinton, and report 
the result of their inquiries to Congress. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Sullivan, that that motion be postponed; 

On the question for postponing, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 



New Hampehirt, 






Sluide Inland, 


Mr. SuUiTsn, 


»y 




Mr. Moiny, 


livermore, 


«y 


ay 


Vommn, 










Mr. LoreU, 


«7 




Mr. Ellsworth 


Partridge, 


no 


no 


Sherman, 


Osgood, 


no 







' Una pwagnidt waa alsa entered in the mannncript Secret Journal, Foreign Affidn. 
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Hew York, 






F«si»io, 




Mr. Daane, 


no 




Mr. Jones, 


no 


L'Honunedieu, 


no 


no 


Madison, 


«y 


NtwJerwy, 






Bland, 


»y 


Mr. Boudisot, 


•y 




Randolph, 


»y 


Elmer, 


•J 


»y 


North OaroUrui, 




DeUmart, 






Mr.Sharpe, 


ay 


Mr. McEeui, 


ay 




Smiik OarMrui, 




Van Dyke, 

Mr. Jenifer, 
CarroU, 


»y 

no 


ay 

div. 


Mr. Matheira, 
Motte, 
EToleigh, 
Georgia, 

Mr. Walton, 


ay 

no 

«y 

DO 



So the question was lost. 

On the question to agree to the motion, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 



New Eampehire, 






Delmaire, 




Mr. Soffiyan, 


no 




Mr. McEean, 


no 


Livennoie, 


no) 


no 


Van Dyke, 


no 


Muaaelauietle, 






Marj^and, 




Mr. LoreU, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 


Partridge, 


no 


no 


CarroU, 


ay 


Osgood, 


ay 




r»sin«.. 




BludeUIaia, 






Mr. Jones, 


no 


Mr. Mony, 


ay 




Bland, 


ay 


Vamum, 


ay) 


ay 


Randolph, 


ay 


Oomeelicat, 






Nor(h OaniUai, 




Mr. Ellsworth, 


ay 




Mr. Sharpe, 


no 


Sherman, 


ay 


ay 


SouA Cardtina, 




New York, 






Mr. Mathews, 


no 


Mr.Duane, 


ay 




Motte, 


ay 




ay 


ay 


Eveleigh, 


no 


NeaJerte)/, 






Qeoryia, 




Mr. Boudinot, 


no 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Ehner, 


no 


no 







y)* 



So the question was lost. 

The committee to whom was referred the report on General 
Sullivan's letter delivea^d in a report. 
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The Committee to whom was referred Major General SuUivaii's 
letter of the — , report the foUowing Resolutions: 

The United States in Congress assembled — considering the merit 
and futhful services of Major General Sullivan in the Axmj of the 
United States, from the commencement of the War until the 
day of when he resigned his office of Major General 

merely on account of his ill state of health occasioaed by the fatigues 
and faardflhips i^ch he imderwent in the said service, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of New Hampshire, 
to make good to blm the depreciation of his pay for the time he con- 
tinued in service in like manner as has been done for the officers in 
the line of said State now in service. 

Bett^md, That each State who shall advance more money than 
its proportion in making good the depreciation to their Citizens, in 
Continental service, shall be aUowed for the same in account vrith 
the United States.' 

Adjoiirned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST a, 1781 

A letter, of 27 July, from J. Storey, was read : 
Ordered, That bo much thereof as relates to the grant of 
a sum oa account of pay already due and the mode of paying 
him for eervices since General Greene's resignation as quai^ 
termaster general, be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of 1, from Captain O'Neill, was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
The committee to whom was re-commatted the report on 
the letter of the president of the State of New Hfunpshire, 
of the 20 June last, and the papers accompanying the same, 
delivered in a report: 

The Committee to whom was recommitted the report on the Letter 
of the President of the State of New Hampshire of the 20** of June 
last and the papa» accompanying the same, 

1 IUb report, in tbe writing of Boger ahemun, b in Uie Paptn of the Contintntal 
Congrm, No. 10, V, totio 461. Another copy is in No. *\, JX, folio 261. 
* O'NeiU'e letter is is the Papcn (if tb C!m(in<»&il CbtifKM, No. 7S, XVn, folio 329. 
8ess2*— TOL 31— la 1 
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Report 

That in the opinion of yoiir Committee Congreas are fully authorized 
by the Act of AsBembly of the State of New York passed October the 
21, 1779, and the Act of Assembly of the State of New Hampshire 
passed the 17*^ of November in the same year to determine all dis- 
putes or differences reUtive to Jurisdiction which they may have 
respectively with the people inhabiting the district called New 
Hampshire Grants on the West side of Connecticut Biver and there- 
fore submit the foUowing resolve: 

lliat Congress will on Monday next take into consideration all 
differences and disputes relative to Jurisdiction which the States of 
New Hampshire and New York may respectively have with the 
people inhabiting the District called New Ei^mpshire Grants on the 
West side ot Connecticut River. 

But should Congress be of opinion that it would tend more to the 
general safety of the union and to restore peace, harmony, and good 
Government in the respective States and the people inhabiting the 
Territory called Vermont claiming the Jurisdiction aforesaid your Com- 
mittee submit the following resolves: 

lliat copies of the Act of the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of the Massachusetts of the S*^ March last respecting the 
disputed Territoiy »tuate on the West side of Connecticut River 
commonly called the New Hampshire Grants be transmitted to the 
States of New Hampshire and New York and that it be recommended 
to the said States to pass similar acts. 

That in case the said States shall relinquish their respective claims 
to said District called the New Hampshire Grants or the State of 
Vermont bounded East by Connecticut River South by the North 
Line of the State of Massadiusetts, West part by Lake Champlain to 
the West Idne of the Township of Dunbar from by the West Lines of 
several Townships formerly granted by the Governor of New Hamp- 
shire to the North West Comer of the State of Massachusetts and 
bounded North by Latitude forty five degrees. The United States 
in Congress Assembled will guaranty to the States of New Hampshire 
and New York all the lands respectively belonging to them lying 
without the limits aforesaid and the Jurisdiction over the same 
against any claims or encroachments from the people inhabiting 
within the limits before described. 

That in case the States of New Hampshire and New York offer to 
relinquish their claims agreeable to the aforesaid recommendation of 
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CongreBS, and the people inhabiting the Teiritoiy commonly called 
Vennont shall claim or exercise Jurisdiction over any of the Territory 
guarantied as above Congress will consider such acts as a denial of 
the Jurisdiction of the United States in Congress Assembled as a 
proof of their inimical disposition, and deragns against the general 
velfare of the United States and will proceed on the day of 

to determine all difierences between the States of New 
Hampshire and New York relative to their respective boundaries.* 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration to 
Morrow. 

A report firom the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the arrearages and salaries due to officers 
on the civil list, shall be ascertained in specie value, and 
warrants for their respective balances, issued by the Board 
of Treasury under their seid, upon the commissioner of the 
loan office of the State where the United States in Congress 
assembled, shall hold their sessions ; and where any such specie 
warrants shall be granted to officers on that establishment, 
which can with more convenience be discharged by the said 
commissioner in paper currency issued under the act of the 
IS of March, 1780, Uie same shall be dischai^ed according to 
the rate of depreciation at the time of pajmient, on a com- 
parison of the same with specie: 

That to enable the loan officer to make such payment in 
specie value, the Board of Treasury shall once a month, or 
oftener if they shall judge proper, ascertain the depreciation 
of the currency aforesaid, and instruct the said loan officer to 
make his pajrments agreeable thereto. 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [John] Mathews, 
one of the del^ates for the State of South Carolina, a war- 
rant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twelve 

' This leport, in the mitiiig ol Danid Cunll, is in tlie Paptn of tKt Contmmtai 
r. No. 40, II, foUo 81. 
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hundred dollars of the new emissioii, for which the State of 
South Carolina is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, anoth^ 
delegate of the said State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favor for fifteen hundred doUais of the new 
emission, for which the State of South Carolina is to be 
accountable.' 

A report from the Board of 'Wax was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd of Wab Av^utt S^, 1781. 

PraBent M' Fetera 

CoL Grayaon 
General Cornell 

The Board beg leaTe to inform Congress that there ore a great 
proportion of the officers of the FennejlTania Line now in the State, 
who have receiTed no pay or warrants on the Paymaster out of the 
sax months' pay in the new bills for which warrants were drawn m 
faTor of the Paymaster General, and a number of Artillerymen who 
are constantly at work in the Laboratory, all of them are Tery press- 
ing for some part of the pay due them, and we have reason to believe 
many are reaJly in a diatrrased situation on that account. From the 
forgoing state of facta we submit the propriety of warrants being 
drawn on the Paymaster General in favor of the above motioned per- 
sons for six months' nominal pay in bills of the new emission. Should 
Congress approve of the measure it may be proper to resolve. 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the 
paymaster general, in favour of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the Pensylvania Ime who have not 
since the fourth day of Janufury last had warrants drawn in 
their favour; and for the artilleiTmen at work in the labora- 
tory for six months' nominal pay in bills of the new emission 
on accoimt.' 

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Str. Montr 
gomery, Mr. Shaman, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Vandyke, || to 
whom was referred a part of the report on General Sullivui's 

iThiaraportiainUiflPBpavc/lkCimCwienlalGEnvnH, No. 13e, V, folio 429. 
* Tbia report ia in tlie Papert of At Continmtal Ctmgrut, No. 148, II, folio 108. 
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letter of 25 of November last, was taken into consideration; 
and on the question, "That it be reconunended to the State 
of New Hampshire to make good to General Sullivan the 
depreciation of his pay for the time he continued in sendee, 
in the like manner as has been done for the officers in the 
line of the said State now m service": the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, 



New EampsMre, 






DeUmare, 




Mr. Livennore, 


»y 


• 


Mr. McKean, 


□o| 


Ma»8acltM$ett8, 






Van Dyko, 


no) 


Mr. Partridge, 


ay 




Uarylavi, 




Osgood, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Jenifer, 


no| 


Rhode Island, 






CanoU, 


ay) 


Mr. Mowry, 
Vamum, 


ay 
no 


diy. 


Mr.'Jones, 


no 


Conneetieut, 
Mr. EUawortii, 
Shennan, 


no 

ay 


diT. 


Bland, 
M. Smitii, 
Bandolph, 
North OmXiu, 


no 
no 
no 


New York, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


ay} 


Mr. Duane, 


no 


no 


South GaroliTM, 




L'Hommedieu , 


no 




Mp. Mathews, 


no 


NewJeney, 






Bee, 


no 


Mr. Boudinot, 


DO 


no 


Motte, 


no 


Elmer, 


no 


Breleigh, 


no 


Pennsylvama, 






Georgia, 




Mr. Mont^maiy, 


no 




Mr. Walton, 


nol 


aymer, 


no 


no 


Howly, 


ayl 



ar. 



So it passed in the n^ative.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 9 July, 
from the superintendant of finance, delivered in a farther 
report: 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be assigned for 
to Morrow. 

' A copy of the pcoceediiigi snd vote on the SnlliTan neolution as %a extract trom 
tile minutea is in the Papen t/tb Continental CongrtM. No. 41, IX, (dio 266. 
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Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for con^ering the 
report of the conunittee on the communications from ihe 
hon*^ the Minister of France. 

A letter, of 2 January, from J. de Neuville & Sons was read.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Yamum, 
seconded by Mr, [Kog^] Sherman: 

Retohed, That trom and alter the fiist day of September next the 
privilege of frankiiig letters cease. 

Resolved, That the Cominittee upon the Post Office, the Superin- 
tendaat of Finance and Post Master General prepare and report [the 
state of the present ezpence of the Post Office and a] system for 
r^^ulating (he same in future.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 1781 

A letter, of 23 June, from Major General Greene, with one 
enclosed and directed to him from Lieutenant Colonel H. Lee, 
dated 20th of the said month, was read, respecting a pro- 
posal for arming in a new manner the infantry of Colonel 
Lee's legion: * 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War to 
take order. 

A letter, of 30th July, from General Washington; and 

A letter, of 26th July, from Major General the Marquis 
de la Fayette, were read.* 

A lettCT, of 21 July, from the navy board eastern depart- 
ment was read, recommending that Mr. Buckley, who has 

> This letter is in the Paptn of the Contintntal Congreu, No. KG, folio 53. 

■ TtuB motioii, in the writdng oE J&mea Mitchell Varnum, except the p<«don in 
biacketa which ia in ThomaB HcKean's writltig, is in the Papen of Ae Conthuntal 
C<mgre**, No. 38, 1, folio 209. 

*TbM letter iaia&e Paptn of Iht ConHwniai Congrat, No. l&G, II, folio 187. 

* WMhington's letter i« in the Paptn of tht Contintnbd Cimgrat, No. 152, X, USio 
179; lofayette's is in No. 166, fotio 301. 
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served as a master of the Alliance £rom her first going to 
sea may be promoted to a lieutenancy in the ship: 

Ordered, That the navy board eastern department be 
informed that as there is do vacancy Congress do not think 
proper to agree to the recommendation. 

A memoiial of the del^ates, as agents for the State of 
New York, respecting the controverted jurisdiction of the 
district called the New Hampshire Grants, was read.' 

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Sharpe, 
Mr. ClymerJI appointed to take into consideration the state 
of the American prisoners in the power of the enemy, report, 

That they have collected together and cursorily looked 
into various evidences of the treatment our unhappy fellow- 
dtizens, prisoners ^th the enemy, have heretofore and still 
do meet with, and find the subject of so important and 
serious a nature as to demand much greater attention, and 
fuller con«deration, than the present distressed situation of 
those confined on board the prison-ships at New York will 
now admit of; wherefore, they b^ leave to make a partial 
report, and desire leave to sit again: 

They accordingly submitted a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it appears to Coi^r^s that a very large 
number of marine prisoners and citizens of these United 
States, taken by the enemy, are now close confined on board 
prison-ships in the harbour of New York: 

That the said prison-ships are so unequal in size to the 
nimiber of prisoners, as not to admit of a possibility of pre- 
serving life ID this warm season of the year, they being 
crowded together in such a manner as to be in danger of 
BufEocation, as well as exposed to every kind of putrid and 
pestilential disorder: 

That no circumstances of the enemy's particular situation 
can justify this outrage on himianity, it being contrary to 

*TUBiiiamoiuliaintfaoP(ip<nq/'th« ConlwumAil Cbnynn, No. 40, II, faUoS7. 
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the usage and custom of civilized nations, thus deliberately 
to miirder their captives in cold blood, as the enemy will 
not assert that prison-ships, equal to the number of prisoners, 
cannot be obtained so as to a£Ford room su£Gcient for the 
neceesary purposes of life: 

That the enemy do duly improve these distresses to inlist 
and compel many of our citizens to enter on board their 
ships of war, and thus to fight against their fellow-citisena 
and dearest connections: 

That the sfud marine prisoners, until they can be ex- 
changed, shoidd be supplied with such necessaries of clcnthing 
and provisions as can be obtained to mitigate their present 



That, therefor^ the Cfnnmander in Chief be, and he is 
hereby, instructed to remonstrate to the proper officer 
within the enemy's lines, on the said unjustifiable treatment 
of our marine prisoners, and demand, in the most express 
terms, to know the reasons of this unneceraary severity 
towards them; and that the Commander in Chi^ transmit 
such answer as may be received thereon, to Congress, that 
decided measures for due retaliation may be adopted, if a 
redress of these evils is not immediately pven: 

That the Commander in Chief be, tuid he is hereby, also 
instructed to direct the supplying the said prisoners with 
such provisions and light clothing, for thdr present more 
comffRi&ble subsistence, as may be in his power to obt^n, 
and in such manner as he may judge most advantageous for 
these United States.' 

Ordered, That the committee have leave to sit again. 

The r^)ort of the committee on the letter from the presi- 
dent of New Hampshire, with the papers enclosed, was taken 
into consideration, and after debate: 

> TUe niNvt, in the writing of EUm Boudinot, in in dw Paptn q^ttt OontmatUd 
Oongrm, No. 28, lolio 49. 
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Ordered, That it, together with & motion made by Mr. 
[Elias] Boudinot, seconded by Mr. MftthowD [John] SuUivan, 
be re-conunitted.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred paxt of the 
letter of J. Storey, delivered in a report; 'Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of John Storey, late assistant quarter- 
master, for two hundred dollars in specie on account of his 
former pay, for which sum Major General Greene, late 
quartermaster general, is to be accountable; 

That J. Storey, late assistant quartermastra-, settle the 
pay due for bis services from the time of the late quarter- 
master general's resignation until the twenty-fiist day of 
April last with Major General Greene, and from and after 
the said twenty-first day of April he shall settle his accounts 
for pay with the auditors of the army and recrave warrants 
for such sums as may be found due, from the Commander 
in Chief on the paymaster general in the usual manner.' 

The del^ates for the State of New York laid before Con- 
gress sundry papers relative to the subject contained in the 
letter, of 27 July, from Colonel T. Pickering: ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

> Boudiooffl modoa wu u follom: 

JlMoIved, That a Committee of beappomtedtorepttirlo and 

there to meet CommittecB Erom the State of Nev York and New Hampahire aad the 
people inhabiting Af in oidec to settle and adjust the temu on which the said people 
may be recognized as a free and independent State and leceived into the General 

li iam Ok Papen qf tiie CoiOinmbdOimgrMt, No. iO, II, toik>e2. 
*lhia report ia in the Pap«r*o/fA« ContmetUai Congrtu.Ko. 148,11, folio 113. 
* llteae papers are in the Papcn of Ae ContiTiental Ctmgmt, No. 78, JtVill, folio 
427-«61. 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1781 

A letter, of 2, &om General Washington, with sundry 
papers enclosed, was read : ^ 

Orderly That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

A letter, of 4, from the governor of Maryland, with sundry 
papera enclosed touching the movements and destination of 
the enemy's force up Cbesapeak Bay:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War, 
and that copies be sent to the presidents of the States of 
Pensylvania and Delaware. 

A letter, of 28 July, from the governor of Wpnia, was 
read.' 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a letter, of July 17, from Udney Etay be 
referred to the Board of Treasury; 

That a petition and account of John Chesnut and Leonard 
Martz be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treasury, on the accounts of 
A. Lee, esq. was read, wherein pursuant to the order of 29 
May last, they state his extraoidinary expences in Europe, 
includii^ articles purchased, and said to be returned as per 
account, livres 19,836:14:6; and his ordinary expences in 
Eiunpe, and from Boston, livres 135,361:3:10; that the 
sum chained by Mr. Lee, for supplies sent to the 
State of Vu^ia, (part of the moneys he received for 
the public use,) amounting to livres 66,853:0:10 are 

' Thia letter is in the Paj>tn of the Continental Con^reu, So. 152, X, folio 1S3. tt 
is printed in the WHtingt of WaAiT^gUm (Ford), IX, 324. 

* This letter is in the Pvpen of the Crmtinmtal Congrat, Ko. 70, folio 481. 

* Hub letter is in the Papen of the Continental Congrm, No. 71, II, fdto 117. 
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acknowledged to have been received, and for which the 
governor and council of that State, by their certificate, 
dated the 13 of March laat, and filed in the treasury office, 
promise to account with the United States; and that there 
remans due to him for his salaiy, and that of his secretary, 
the sum of two thousand two hundred and thirty-eigbt 
pounds, seventeen sfaillings and nine pence, sterling; Where- 
upon, 

Tbbasdbt Oppioe Aug fi*? 1 781 

In compliance vith the order of Congress of the 29*" of May the 
Accounts of the Hon*'!* Arthur Lee were committed for settlement 
and the Commisaioners of AccountB and Auditor General have twice 
reported to this Board thereon, as appears by their reports Nf 2290 
and 2396 herewith submitted. In addition to the Reports aforesaid 
this Board beg leave to state the following facta: 

That genuine and original invoices appear from Gardoqui & Sons 
of Bilboa and M^ Bondfield of Bordeaux to about the amount of 
their Drafts on M' Lee paid by Grand his Banker. 

That ten different Invoices of goods have been shipped by Gardoqui 
& Sons from Bilboa amounting to 673,568 rials vdlon and thirty 
two Marvedies, six of which appear to have been shipped for the port 
<rf Boston and consigned to E^bridge Gerry, but are not accompanied 
with any bills of lading, receipts or writings whatever, whereby any 
person can be chained or in any way made accountable. 

The four remaining Invoices appear to have been shipped for "any 
port of the thirteen United States" and addressed to "any of (he 
continental agents" — for which there are bills of lading, but no 
receipts or writing whatever, whereby any Person can be chu^ed, 
or in any way made accountable for them. Ilut two invoices of 
goods appear to have been shipped by John Bondfield at Bordeaux 
for the Porta of Boston and Vir^nia amounting to 54,178 Livres 
19 Sob and two deniers and consigned to the Continental agent of 
Congress, but no receipts or writings whatever whereby any person 
can be chained or in any way made accoimtable. That the other 
parts of Mi Lee's accotmts appear to be stated agreably to the inten- 
tion of Congress Mi Lee having dedared upon hia honor in writing 
that his accounts of expences, ordinary and eztraordinaiy, are to the 
best of his knowledge justly chaiged. 
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That the Bum chafed by Idr. Lea for supplies Bent to the State of 
Vugiiiia (part of the moniee he recflired for the public use) amonnt- 
ing to 66,S53:0:10 are acknowledged to have been received, and 
for which the QoTemor and Council of that State by their Certifi- 
cate dated the 13 of March last, and filed in this OjOSce, promise to 
account with the United States. 

If the United States in CongresB Assembled agree to this State, the 
Accounts of Mr. Lee's Foreign Transactions are closed, and there 
remains due to him for his salary and that of his Secr^ary, by the 
Report of the Commissioners of the Chambers of Accounts of the 
27th of December last the sum of Two thousand two himdred thirty 
eight pounds seventeen shillings and nine pence Sterling.* 

Resdved, That Congress agree to the report, allowing the 
forgoing accounts to the credit of Mr. A. Lee. 

[A letter, of this day, from John Owen, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of the 
Ist, from Captain O'Neil, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 
Wab Offiob Augtiat S^ 1781 

Freeent M' Peters 

Col. Qrayson 
&B, 

The Board have considered the memorial of Capt. O'Neal referred 
to them by Congress, and beg leave to observe, that much time was 
spent last wintw and a full investigation made into his claims and 
pretentions upon which Congress passed their acts of the 21** of 
February and S*" of March last. "Die Board think it muiecessary to 
observe farther, 

Therefore report as their opinion that the prayer of the Memorialist 
is altogether inadmissible either upon principles of pohcy or utility.* 

Resolved, That Captain O'Neil be informed that the 
request contained in his letter of the Ist instant cannot be 
complied with.]* 

■ IUb report ia in the Paper* of the Omtmmtal Cmgrat, No. 136, V, toiio 4S3. 
'TioBltXtaiamihe Papenof the Cmtinmtal Cmgrm.'So. 78, XVII, folio 333. 

* Tbia KfcA u in the Papen of the Continenial Congrtt, No. 148, II, f<^o 117. 

* The portion in brackets wu entered by O«oige Bond. 
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The committee of the week, Mr. [Geoi^] Partridge, Mr. 
[James] Duane, [Mr. Richard] Howly. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7. 1781 

A memorial of Colonel James Livingston was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A memorial of Ryer Shermerhom was read : 
Ordered, That it be ref^red to the Board of Treasury. 
Ordered, That the Board of War advance to Major Brahme 
such a sum as they judge necessary to enable him to leave 
town and proceed agreeably to the orders of his superior 
officer. 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where* 
upon, 
Ordered, That a memorial of Jacob Schreiber; and 
A petition of John Francis be referred to the Board of War.* 
The committee, ||consbting of Mr. Mathews, Mr. Vamum, 
Mr. Ellsworth,!! to whom were referred the letters of the 1st 
and 5 July, from the governor of New York, delivered in a 
report; Whereupon, 

It appearing to Congress from the representation of Gov- 
ernor Clinton and other information, that commissions have 
been granted by the governor of the State of Connecticut, for 
the purpose of suppressing commerce from the enemy into 
that State, authorising the persons to whom those commis- 
sions are granted, among other things, to go on Long Island 
and other islands adjacent, and seize the goods and mer- 

> II1U nport, in tiie writing <d Junee Ihnne, ia in tin iVcpm q/* t/w CbnlfaMtBl Cbn- 
frat, No. 32, Mio 2U. 

IdvingBtoa'i memtKial ia in the Papen q^ At Conlinenlal Congitm, No. 41, T, 
biUa234; SdienDertMm'sineiDorul isinNo. 42, VII, folio 107; Schreibw'a memorial, 
dated August 8, 1781, !■ in No. 41, IX, folio 171; Fnudt'e petition ia in No. 42, III, 
IqUoTS. 
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cbaodize they should there find, the property of British sub- 
jects; and that the said commissions are att«ided with many 
abuses dangerous to the public, as well as distressing to 
citizens and friends of these United States, inhabiting the 
said islands, some of whom, under pretext of the powers con- 
tained in such commissions, have been plundered of their 
property, and otherwise evilly treated; and that the further 
continuance of the said commissions would impede tlie public 
service in that quarter; therefore. 

Resolved, That the governor of the State of Connecticut be, 
and he is hereby, desired immediately to revoke the sfud 
commissionB, by him granted, so far as they authorise tiie 
seizins of goods on Long Island, or o t hw iidanda adja e^tt 
not being in elsewhere, on land not within the State of Con- 
necticut.* 

The committee to whom was re-conunitted their report on 
the letter, of 20th June, from the president of New Hamp- 
shire, tc^ether with a motion relative to the subject, delivered 
in a report. 

The committee to whom were referred the letter, of 24 
May, from the legislature, and the letter, of 18 June, from the 
governor of Massachusette, delivered in a report. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, llconsisting of Mr. Sherman, Mr. McKean, Mr. Carroll, 
Mr. Yamum, Mr. Madison, || to whom was re-committed 
their report on the letter of 20 June, from the preodent 
of New Hampshire, t(^ether with a motion relative to the 
subject; and thereupon came to the following resolutions: 

Whereas the states of New Hampshire and New York have 
submitted to Congress the decision of the disputes between 
them and the people inhabiting the New Hampshire Grants, 

' This rapot^ in the writing of OUvw EUnrortii, IB ia the Papfft q^ tb CbntHicntal 
Congrat, No. 20, 1, folio 381. 
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on the west side of Connecticut river, called the State of 
Vermont, coneeniing their respective claims of jurisdiction 
over the said territory, and have been heard thereon; and 
whereas the people aforesaid clEum and exercise the powers 
of a sovereign independent State, and have requested to be 
admitted into the federal imion of the United States of 
America: in order thereto, and that they may have an 
^opportunity to be heard in vindication of their said claim: * 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confer 
.with such p^Bon or persons as may be appointed by the 
logialatujo of ooid Vormont people residing on the New 
Hampshire Grants, on the west side of Connecticut river, 
or by their representative body, respecting their claim to be 
an independent State, and on what terms it may be prop^ 
to admit them into the federal imion of these states, in case 
the United States in Congress assembled shall determine to 
recognize their independence, and thereof make report: 

And it is hereby recommended to the logifllftturo of the oo i d 
B tato of Vownont people of the territory aforesaid, or thdr 
representative body, to appoint an agent or agents to repair 

■ Anotlier venion of the ptmmble, withont date, in the writiiig of EUas Boudinot, 
is in the Paptrt of At Continental CoTtgreu, No. 20, I, folio 17, and ia as followa: 

Wheceaa Qie people inhabiting a tiact of Gountrjr bounded by the West bank of 
Connecticut River Ac. dec. known by the name of Vermont have for a coneidecable 
time put claimed and exercised Bovereign power and juriadictitn] within the Mid 
tiact of Counb;. And whereas the said bact of Countxy hath been formeTly within 
the undoubted juriadiccion of the Statea ol New Hampehire and New York by which 
States undw the late Soyal Agroomaat Government divera tracts of land have at 
difieient timea pievioDs to the above claim been granted to CitiEena of each (d Said 
States and othen. And also i^ereaa Congrees taking the -whete- claims of all the 
BboT« parties into serious noBgidoT a tion deliberation and considQring the peculiar 
ciicumatanceaof the people inhabiting the nid tract of land aforeoaid and thepnamt 
political neeawtJM situation oi these United States, and dapondiBg relying tm the 
public spirit and firm attachment of the Statea of N. H. and N. Y. to (his Union and 
their readiness to comply with every reasonable measure recommended by Congress 
for the good of the Union, in case (heir private property Is ftilly secured, and other 
neceaary and prudential terms firmly secured and agreed upon, do resolve that a 
Committee Ac. 
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inunediately to Fhilfidelphia, with full powera and inBtruo- 
tions to confer with the said committee on the matters afore- 
said, and on behalf of the said people of Vogmoirt, to i^ree 
upon and ratify terms and articles of union and confederation 
^th the United States of America, in case they shall be 
admitted into the union; and the said committee are hereby 
instructed to ^ve notice to the agents of the states of New 
Hampshire and New York, to be present at the conference 
aforesaid.' 

The United States in Congress assembled convinced from long 
experience of the zealous ez^tioas of New Hampshire and New York, 
that as they have already sacrificed much to the American cause, 
they will not suffer it even to languish through their means, and 
taldng into consideration that a certain District called Vermont 
bounded is claimed by each of them 

in right of soil and government; that the inhabitants thereof oppose 
the demands of both, protesting, 

That Vermont h at h ' evoi * boon - witho afc t b e- jus t- linMt & <if N e w Hwnp 
a him a nd S e w Yori i , poi t b e T having a t my tim e was formerly holden 
by New Hampshire not by charter but by the pleasure only of his 
Britannick Majesty: 

That a Royal adjudication on the 20*'' day of July 17S4 supmseded 
the pretensions of New Hampshire in favor of New York, and was 
assented to on the part of the former. 

That New York having regranted the lands in Vennont by virtue 
of such adjudication in prejudice of the settlers thereon under New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts Bay, their remonstrBnces against a 
politisal association with New York produced on the 24"" day of 
July 1767 a prohibition from the Court of Saint James to any fur- 
ther grants by New York. 

That they continued to remonstrate but nothing was finally 
decided at the era of the American revolution until which event 
they had never submitted to New York, having always governed 
themselves by Committees and Conventions and that since that lera, 

> Thia report, in the viiliiig of Bogw Shcmum, ia in the Papvt of tiW OmlmciUctl 
CbnfiKH, No. ao, I, foUo U. 
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they have persisted in self-^Temment and oppoedtion to New York; 
th&t the L^islature of Massachusetts Bay hath reUnqiuahed what- 
soever right tiiat State may have to Vermont upon condition that 
a like relinquishment be made by New Hampshire and New York. 

And that the intenets of independence, ^tho' the facts and doc- 
trines ut^ed by Vermont have in various mannera been controverted 
by New Hampshire and New York, would acquire fresh energy by 
neb their adoption of similar measures. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the L^islaturee of the States of 
New Hampahire and New Yotk nepectively to declare the Inhabitants 
of the district called Vermont bounded as aforesaid unameenable to 
any jurisdiction erected under their authority and to renounce all 
territorial pFoten s ioB S claims thereto, but to refer to Congress to 
determine on what terms this concession shall take effect. 

Resolved, That in case Congrees ehall recognize the inde- 
pendence of the sfud people of Vermont, they will consider 
all the lands belonging to New Hampehire and New York, 
respectively, without the limite of Vermont aforeeaid, as 
coming within the mutual guiuranty of territory contained 
in the Articles of Confederation; and that the United States 
will accordingly guarantee such lands, and the juriBdiction 
over ihe same, agiunst any cMms or encroachments from 
the inhabitanta of Vermont <» < »y ofeM ■ poiDoa o p poo B OP a 
aforeeaid.' 

A letter, of 7, from E. Blaine, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom was 
referred his letter of 20 July. 

A letter, of 6, from Tho Forrest, lieutenant colonel of 4th 
raiment of artillery, was read : 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to pay be referred 
to the Board of War; and that lieutenant Colonel Forrest 
be informed his application for leave to resign ought to be 
made in the fiist instance to the Commander in Chief. 

[Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow.] 

> TUa repwt, in tli« writiiig of Edmund Randolph and undated, is in tha Pap€n 
tflit Contmenial Coagrtu, No, 20, 1, folio 16. 
seses'— VOL 21—12 B 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a memorial of Philip Reflfert, with the 
account of Jacob Hethcrling, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury; 

That the petition of Joseph Hardy be referred to the 
Board of War; ^ 

That the memorial and papers presented by Alexander 
Heguy, so far as they respect his accounts against the United 
States, be referred to the Board of Treasury; 

That such part thereof as relates to his application for rank 
be referred to the Board of War.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Nicholson Broughton, requesting to be discharged from the 
payment of tw^ve guineas, advanced to him in France on 
account of the United States, rep<uii that, in their opinion, a 
compliance with his request in this instance would be 
improper: 

Wae Ofi-icb, August 7ih, 1781. 
Sib: 

The Board have coomdwed the application of Nicholsoo Broughton 
Esq. requesting to be discharged from the payment of the sum of 
twelve guineas advanced to him in France on account of the United 
States, and though this gentleman has produced the most unque»- 
tionable proofs of his integrity and patriotism, yet the Board are of 
opiuiim that a compliance with his request in this instance would be 
improper. 

The Board are unacquainted with the rules which have been 
established respecting moneys advanced to the Citizens of America 
in foreign countries by order of Congress, but they presume that 
those who receive assistance are to be accountable.* 

> Thu petitioD is in the Pap»» ofllit CmUniiaal Congra*, No. 42, UI, folio 417. 

* This report, in the writing of Jamea Diune, ie in tbe Paptn c^ the Continental 
Congreu, No. 32, folio 207, 209. 

' This nport is in the Paptn of the ConltnmtaJ Congreu, No, 148, II, folio 1S3. 
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Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter from 
J. Pierce, report, that, in thdr opinion, the resolution of 
Congress of the 27 August, 1780, clearly and decidedly sets 
forth the principles on which the outstanding debts of the 
pubUc are to be collected, and which ought to be stoictly 
adhered to by the paymaster general in the receiving fdl 
moneys due from individuals to the United States.' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The Board of War, to whom were referred the letter, of 
27 July, from Colonel T. Pickering, and simdry other papers 
relative to for^e collected iro/m sequestred estates, made 
report: 

Wab Officii Aagvxt T^ 1781 
Sib, 

Tb» IRoaxd hare considered the papers referred to them, reapecting 
the Forage on the confiscated Estates in West Chester Comity, and 
an of opinion that a discussion of the subject will involve cons»- 
quences of a delicate nature, and which are only proper for the 
decision of Congress.* 

Ordered, That the same, with the papers, be referred to a 
committee of three: 

The members, Mp. Blan ^y Mr. [James Mitchell] Varaimi, 
Mr. [William] Sharpe, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

Mr. [John] Sullivan laid before Congreas a letter, of 9th 
April last, from Brigadier General John Stark: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the report 
of the Board of War on an allowance to the staff for depre- 
ciation. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a committee of five, 
to confer with such pavon or persons as may be appointed 

■ Tbia Kiport ia in the Paptn o/Ot Ctmtmmlat Congrett, No. 148, II, folio 121. 

■ This report ia in the Paper* of At ConlinerUal Cmgrut, No. 148, II, (olio 137. 

* BtateB letter, dAtad A^ 9, 1781, is in the Papen of Ott ConHnmUa Oongnm, 
No. 1S2, tdio 217. 
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by the people reeiding on the New Hampshire Grants, on the 
west side of Connecticut river, or by their representative 
body, respecting th^ claim to be an independent State, and 
on what terms it may be proper to admit them into the 
federal miion of these states, in case the United States in 
Congress assembled shall determine to rect^nize their inde- 
pendence: 

The members chosen, iSr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [Nicholas] 
Van Dyke, Mr. [Daniel] Cairoll, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, 
Mr. [Edmund] Bandolph. 

The Board of Treasury, in compliance with the resolution of 
the 30 July, directing them to devise ways and means for 
furnishing Colonel George Morgan with the sum of £137, 
currency of New Jersey, in specie, to enable him to pay for 
the support and tuition of three Indian boys, of the Delaware 
nation, at Princetown collie, delivered in a report; Whrae- 
upon, 

That there is a laige mm in specie due to the United States in the 
hands of D^ WitherBpoon President of the CoUege of New Jersey 
deposited with him by the North Carolina Provincials Prisoners of 
War in the year 1778, as wUl appear in the last clause but one of a 
letter dated the 20^^ of Febniaiy 1780 to the Board from tiie then 
Commiss' Qeneral of Prisoners, and also by another of the 14 April 
following; the Board beg leave to propose, that part of the money 
may be applied to the support of the aforesaid Indian youth: the 
following resolution is therefore submitted: 

Resolved, That for the support and education of the Indian 
youth at Princetown collie, in the State of New Jersey, 
under the care of Colonel George Morgan, of the said State, 
the simi of three hundred and uxty-five dollars and sixty- 
ninetieths of a dollar in specie, be paid to hrm by Dr. J. 
Witherspoon, preadent of the said college, out of msmeys 
placed in his hands by the North Carolina provincial pris- 
oners of war, exchanged in the year 1778, to discharge the 
demands of the United States t^;aiQSt them for subostance; 
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for i^cfa Bum the aforesaid Colonel Geoi^ Moi^an is to be 
accountable.' 

A letter, of 7th, from Captain J. F. Jones, ^ras read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wae Offiob, August 8^ 1781 
Sm, 

The Board observe they are directed by CoDgreas in iheir resolution 
of the 7K instant to advance to Major Brahme such a sum aa they 
may judge neceesaiy to enable him to leave town and proceed to 
Head Quarters upon which the Board beg leave to observe th^ have 
no money or funds to enable them to make the aforementioned 
advance but should it be the intention of Congress as the Board 
apprehend it was that a warrant he drawn on the Paymaster Qen' it 
will be proper to pass the following resolution: 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favor of Major Brahme, for fifteen 
hundred dollars new emission on account of his pay, the 
resolution of the 4 of January last notwitfastandii^. 

The Board think proper to make the following remarks previous to 
Congress passing the foregoing resolution 1" There is no unappro- 
priated fimds in the hands of the Pay Master for payment of said 
warrant. 2'^ The sum tho' large is nearly agreeable to what the 
Board reported for all the officeis that were piisoners at Charlestown, 
and as small a sum as will answer the purposes contained in the 
resolution of yesterday.' 

At a Boabd of Wae Augast S". 1781 

Preeent, CoL Grayson 
M' Cornell. 

The Board have the honor to enclose to your Excellency an account 
exhibited to them by Major General SulUvao, and beg leave to 
observe, that it appears to them that Ctenerat Sullivan actually 
advanced the money contained in the said account amotmting to 
five hundred and fiity Continental dollars which was worth at l^e 

>ThMreportiamtiiBPapmo/(AcCtontin«ntii2 0nijr«M,No. 138, V, folio 4S7. Hi* 
amount ifl stated in tlie report as fSdGfS. 

■ This report is in the Paptn of the Contminttii Conifrtu, No. 148, I, lolio 417. 
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time aha account bears date, agreeable to the scale of depreciation 
agreed to by Congress the 28"* June 1780 twenty five ulver dollais 
and twenty-Beven ninetieths of a dollar altho' it is most probable tiie 
receipts for these bounties were taken in Colonel Proctor's name. 
Yet as it is beyond a doubt that General SulliTan paid the money, it 
is the opinion of the Board Uiat the following reeoluUoD may not be 
improper: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of the 
State of New Hampshire to order to be paid to General 
Sullivan the sum of twenty-five dollars and twenty-seven 
ninetieths of a dollar in specie (to repay that sum by him 
advanced for public use) on account of the United States.* 

A letter, of 1, from Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette, with sundry papo^ enclosed, was read. 

A letter, of 6, from the superintendant of finance, was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed." 

At a Board of Was August £<* 1781. 
Present, M' Orayson 
M' Cornell 
The Board have considered the Memorial of Captiun Schruber, 
referred to them from Congress. 
B^ leave to report, 

That the case of this Gentleman is fully comprehended in the report 
of the Board sent to Congress the 20"* Ultimo, in behalf of the officers 
lately returned from captivity, to which they beg leave to refer.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. AUGUST 9, 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the week beg leave to report, 
That the Memorial of William Massey for a year's pay as Deputy 
Com! General of Musters; and the petition of Cap' lieut Adam 

> This report is in the Papert of the ContinmttU Confreti, No. 146, II, folio 123. 

> Lftfayette'B letter is in the Paptrt of the CorUmenUU Congreu, No. 1S6, folio 212; 
Moiris's is in No. 137, 1, folio 97. 

* This report is in the Papen of At Corainmial Congrtn, No. 148, 21, (olio 129. It 
vu read this day as the indorBement atates. 
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Hoops reepectii^ his exchange and leare of absence ; be respectively 
referred to the Board of War. 
9» August 1781.' 

Ordered, That a lettCT, of 8th, from '\^lliam Massay; and 

A memorial of Captam Lieutenant Adam Hoops be re- 
ferred to the Board of War.' 

The committee, Hconaisting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Van 
Dyke, Mr. Ellsworth, || to whom was referred the memorial 
of the hon. the minister plenipotentiary of France, together 
with " the plan of a convention between the Most Christian 
King and the United States, for the purpose of determining 
and fixing the functions and prerogatives of their respective 
consuls, vice consuls, and a^nts," delivered in a report; 
which being read, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that the committee 
be instructed to confer with the minister of France upon the 
plan of a convention for determining and fixing the functions 
and prCTOgatives of consuls, &c. and report to Congress the 
precise explanation which shall be given to them, as well as 
a plan of convention, adapted to the subject and the circum- 
stances of America." 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 2, from 
CSeneral Washington, deUvered in a report. 

The Committee to whom the letter from the Commander in Chief 
dated Aug. 2. 1781 with the inclosurea, were referred, beg leave to 
report that the warmest applications to the several States eastward 
of Pennsylvania inclusive, should be repeated, urging them to com- 
plete their several quotas of men and provisions for the main army, 
at this important and critical juncture, and therefore the committee 
recommend the following letter to be wrote to the Executive of each 
of said States by the President : 

1 This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Papen of the Cfmtmttaal 
Ctmgreu, No. 32, folio 215. 

* This memorial, dat«d August 9, 1781, is in the Papen of the Continental CtmgretM, 
No. 41, IV, folio 186. 

* ^eee two pon^raphs were alao entered In the manuBcript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. Tbey are printed in the Secret Journal, under date ot August 19. 
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Sib, 

Altho' Congress have addressed your State veiy lately on the 
important subject of forwarding their Quota of Troops and provisions 
to the several departments, to which they have been assigned, yet 
the recent complaints they have received from the Commander in 
Chief, of a very partial compliance in some of the States, with their 
requisitioDs on that subject, induces Congress once more (as a matter 
of the last consequence at this interesting moment) earnest^ to 
request the utmost expedition in completing and sending forvard the 
Troops, provisiona &c demanded under their authority by the Com- 
mander in Chief, not doubting, that as on the vigorous exertions to 
compfy with those requisitions, depends the success of the present 
campaign, and the reputation of the American Arms, you will use 
your utmost endeavour to comply fully with the spirit of them. 
Without this a disgraceful retreat and abandoning of our offensiTe 
operations must take place, and a very heavy expense already 
incurred, must recoil on ourselves, and be, in all probability the cause 
of prolonging a destructive war and preventing an advantageous 
peace- Under such an event, we must be held up to our ally, and to 
all Europe, as a People sacrificing our own dearest interests to a list- 
less inactivity, who otherwise by improving the present favooraUe 
opportunity, might be put beyond the power of our Enemy.* 

The report of the committee on the communicatlooB of 
the hon'*!' the Mmister of France was taken into conradera- 
tion, and after debate: 

The Committee to whom was referred the Communication made 
by the Minister of France on two despatches of the 9*^ of Jany. and 
the 19* of Feby. Submit the following Keport: 

2. That the Minister Plenipotentiary of these United States at 
the Court of Versailles, be directed to inform his Most Christian 
Majesty, that Congress consider his Majesty's denre to Unite the 
Interests of theee States and the United Provinces of the Nether- 
lands, as a freeh proof of his friendship and regard and accept with 
pleasure the offer of his Majesty's Interposition for that purpose 
communicated to them by hia Minister and that Congress being fully 
Beosible of the benefit which may arise from the weight and influence 

> TbiB report, in the writing erf EUu Boodinot, ia in th« Paptn of At CmMntntal 
Ctmgroi, No. U, VI, folio 357. On Sept«mb«r 20 it wm ordered to be filed. 
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of his Majesty's interposition, have directed M* Adams to confer on 
all occasLons in the most confidential manner with his MajestT's 
ItGnistar at The Hague. 

1. That the Minuter Plenipotentiary at the Court of Vers, he 
directed to inform his Most Christian Majesty, that the probability 
of a mpture, between Great Britain and the Dutch had engaged the 
attention of Congress prerious to this communication, and that 
seaudble of the great importance it would be of to the Common Cause 
if their High Mightinesses would join in the war, they had taken 
measures for nTiiting the Interests of the two Republics, and had 
made advances to the States General by directing M' 3. Adams to 
repair to The Hague with full powers to propose to them a Treaty 
of Amity and Commerce, founded on the principles of equality and 
consistent with the Treaty subsisting between his Majesty and these 
States. 

Tha t Mfi i. Adatu fl bo in B t w iet e d a nd '^ omp e w e rod to en te i * into n 
tro at y - ol Alli a no& ' dqringthepHi a ent war wJfe -t bo-Pnitod PFpyineo s 
of t ho N et berlandB -' pforided that it shnll a ppoof to him neoc asafy-ef 
pgopof for the iDtoiq a t e of tho Unitod St oto e j ' 

And pro¥idod that tho objoet of -s noh Tfonty be - eoD a i a tMi t- in -a ll 

tho s e - Unit e d S totc s - Mid - Hot ■ inoonBJatenfc - with the p a me in a th e y 



Regf^md, That the President Communicate to W Adams the above 
resolutioiu, and desire bim to improve the interposition of his Moat 
Chif Majesty to the best advantage, through the Minister of France 
at the Court of Holland, and by corresponding witii the Minister of 
the United States at the Court of Versailles. 

That the President communicate the above resolutions to Doctor 
Franklin, and desire him to give M* Adams every information and 
assistance in his power which may tend to render the interposition 
of his Most Christian Majesty successful. 

^hat-t h e^ bgr e- w a olnti a n B -bo-eoinmniii ea t e d t o - th e Miai ate pof 

■ TUa npott, in the writiiig at Diniel Curoll, u in ths Paptn of A» CbntuuntoJ 
Cbn^rtu, No. 2S, I. folio 456. Fangiaphs2utdlaraK)numba«db7']^iiomK)a. On 
folio231isafaircopy byThoiDBon of the eubaUnceof these pangnpha which were 
adopted August IS, aa the induwwnant sbom, and incocpoiatad in the natations 
agreed to on the 16th. 
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Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that the committee 
report inBtnictionB to the hon'^ J. Adams respecting a 
treaty of alliance with the United Provinces of the Nether^ 
lands.' 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War on the letter from the quartermaster general 
respecting for^e in Westchester in the State of New York, 
delivered in a report.' 

A motion was made by Mr. Jone s , Booondod by Mr t 
Madi a on the delegates of Virginia: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mi. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST lo, 1781 

A report of the Board of War on that part of the memorial 
of A. H^uy which respects his application for rank, was 
read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab August 9'^ 1781. 

The Board having taken into consideration that part of the 
memorial of Alezander Heguj referred to them from Congreas beg 
leave to report. 

That though they have no doubt of this Gentleman' s merit, yet 
they are of opinion, that hia request ought not to be complied vith, 
as it would give uneasiness not only to the officers who are now in 
the army, but such as have been obliged to retire as supemumerariea.* 

Ordered, That the said memorial, so far as respects rank, 
be disnuBsed. 

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of Colonel 
J. livingston was read: 

' Thii order ma also ent«red in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foraign Afbdia. 

* See poit, AuguA 23. 

■ This report bin the Pfqwrit/ (Ac Qndmailal Oangnu, No. 14S, II, folio 141. 
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Wae offiob 19^ Aagua. 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have considered tiie memoriiil of Colonel James liv- 
ingston referred to them and beg leave to observe, 

That they are entirely unacquainted with the reasons which 
induced a preference of Colonel Hazen to Colonel Livingston. Con- 
gress in their act of October 30*". 1780 for reforming the Army directed 
"That the Begiment commanded by Colonel Moses Hazea be con- 
tinued on its present establishment, and that all noa commissioned 
officers and privates being foreigners belonging to any of the Reduced 
Raiments and Corps, be incorporated therewith and all volunteers 
from foreign States, who are now in the service or may hereafter 
join the American Army be annexed to the same Regiment." Under 
this Resolve the Foreigners of Colonel Livingston's Regiment were 
incorporated in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Hazen. 

With respect to the loss sustained by the Robbery of the Paymaster, 
the Board beg leave to refer Congress to a resolve made in May 1778 
which declares, 

That the Paymaster of a Regiment be chosen by the officers of 
the Raiment, out of the Capt^ns or Subalterns and appointed by 
warrant, the offices are to risk their pay in his hands, the Paymaster 
to have the charge of the doathing and to distribute the sama 

As to pay for the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Liv- 
ingston, The Board can only remark that their situation is exactly 
mmilar to the officers of other Corps who have been reformed and 
they are at a loss to determine in the present distressed situation of 
the finances what funds ought to be appropriated to this purpose. 
If Congress should however be of opinion that the arrears of pay 
should be discharged, the Board conceive the regulation for that 
purpose should be so general as to comprehend fdl the Canadians 
under these circumstances. With respect to Cloathii^ it was only 
intended as a compensation for the depreciation of their payj but 
since it has been determined to make good the real pay, according 
to (he original Contract, all claims on that account must be at an 
end, as if the officers have not had their full proportion the sum they 
will receive on account of depreciation will be the greater. As to 
the discharging the half pay allowed to retiring officers, the Board 



dbyGoot^le 



850 Journals of Congress 

have only to say, there is no mode yet adopted or fund established 
for this purpose. 

With reepect to drawing proTJsions the Board are of opinion snch 
a permisuon ought not to be granted. The plans hitherto pursued 
in framing the Contracts have only had in contemplation the Con- 
tinental teoops, miUtia in actual duty, artifioets and prisoners. If 
this system was departed from it might prore the means of intro- 
ducing abuses which it mi^t be difficult to reform. If Congross are 
disposed to afford any relief to this Gentleman, i^o it appears has 
been subjected to considerable difficultiea on account of hu attach- 
ment to America, the Board think it would be most advisable to 
grant him a sum of money on account. 

As the Board are miacquainted with the fund it might be proper 
to draw on, they beg leave to submit the same to the consideraUon 
of Congress.* 

Ordered, That it be refared to the Board of Treasury to 
devise ways fmd means of advancing to Colonel Livin^ton 
a sum of money on account of the pay and depreciation due 
to him. 

A report of the Board of War on the case of Elizabeth 
Beigen was read: 

Wab orFiOB August 10^. 1781 
Sm, 

M" Elizabeth Be^n has appUed to the Board for directions to 
the Town Major to furnish her with rations agreeable to the order 
of the Commander in Chief. This request the Board think it improper 
to comply with as the contract for provisions at this Post does not 
comprehend persons of this description. The Board however think 
something ought to be done for her relief, and het three children who 
are in a distressed situation, as it appears she has to the utmost of 
her abihties assisted the American officers prisoners in New York, 
not only with necessaries, but the means of making their escapee. 
The Board are of opinion twenty pounds hard money a year during 
the pleasure of Congress would be proper.* 

■Ttdfli^nrtia in the Papmq^O* GonHamUd Omgrmt, No. 140, II, folio 143. 

' TUfl Import la in the Paptn ^Ott OmtinrntoJ Oongrm, No. 148, II, folio IBS. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The membera, Mr. [Joeeph] Montgomery, Mr. [Eliaa] 

Boudinot, Mr. [James] Lovell. 
A report from the committee of the week was read; 

Whereupon, 

The Committee of the week submit the following report: 

That the letter from Samud Patterson respecting a sum of money 
of the old emissoQ in the Conti Loan office of the State (A Delaware — 
datedT* August 1781; 

And the letter of CkarleB Fettit praying for an advance of specie 
&c be respectively referred to the Treasury. 

.That the Petition of Samuel Biggins for arrears of pay be referred 
to the Board of Treasury to take order. 

That the letter from Samuel Nicholas Major of Marines respecting 
his pay and a command be referred to the Board of War: ■ 

Ordered, That a letto*, of 7, from S. Patterson; * and 

A letter, of Qth, &om Cha Fettit, be referred to the Board 
of Treaeury; 

That a petition of Sam' Hi^ns be referred to the Board 
of Treaeuiy to take ordffl"; 

That a letter, of ttiis day, from S. Nicholas, major of 
marines, be referred to the Board of War.' 

That a letter from Major De Lomagne be referred to the 
Board of War.* 

CongresB proceeded to the election of a secretary for 
foreign aSaiiB; and, the ballots being taken, Mr. Hobert 

■ This npoit, in the Tilting of James Du&ne, is in ths Paptn of ibt Contmental 
Congrtu, No. 82, folio 217. 
> This letter is in the Papen of thi Contiiuaaal Congrttt, No. 78, XVIII, folio 463; 

* Fettit'a letter la in the Papcra q^ tAe CDnfmnUoI OnifirM*. No. 78, XVIII, Mio 467; 
Higgins's petition, dated Augnst IQ, 1781, ia in No. 42,111,1(^421; NidiolM'slettir 

ia in No. 78, XVII, folio 301. 

* Thia letter, dated August 10, 1781, Ig in tbe Papen of tin (^tObtental Gangrai, 
No. 78, XIV, folio 44S. 
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H. livingBton was elected, having been previouBly nominated 
by Mr. [Wmiam] Floyd.' 

On motion of the delegates of South Carolina, 

Resolved, That the gentlemen appointed by the act of 
Congrees of the 23 July last, to collect loana and donations 
for the distresBed inhabitants of South Carolina and Geoi^a, 
be, and hereby are, authorised and en^rowered to pay the 
same into the hands of the del^atee of the said states, or to 
their order, agreeably to the said act; and that receipts for 
the same be taken and lodged in the treasury office.' 

A report frwn the Board of War on the letter, of 23 June, 
from Major Geoeial Greene, was read: 

Wab offiob August 9^, 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have Con»dered Major General Greene's lett^ of the 
23'^ of June last, referred to them by Congress to take order, and 
have the honor to lay before them the enclosed estimate, upoD which 
they beg leave to obserre that the estimate is made on the lowest 
calculation, yet the sum so far exceeds any funds that we have any 
knowledge of that can be appropriated to that use, that we dare not 
andwtake to carry the proposed plan into execution until Congress 
should be informed of our situation; and we beg leave further to 
observe tiiat we were almost constantly Bolicited \fy Colonel Moylan 
and his officers for several montha past for horses and accoutrements 
for the cavalry of that regiment; hut were not able to furnish them, 
and finally gave orders for their marching dismounted to Vii^;inia 
hoping that State would mount them; we have unce been informed 
by Major General the Ikfarquis La Fayette, that there was not the 
least probability of that plan's succeeding and desires the Board in 
most pressing terms to order them to be mounted and equipped. 
We have consulted the Superintendent of Finance on account of the 
ways and means; but have no encouragement that will enable us to 
proceed; but whenever we are poeseesed of the means, we shall be 
bappy in complying with the orders of Congress and they may be 

' This puagittph waa also entered in the numuacript Secret Joumal, Foreign Affairs. 

3 This motion, in the wiiUng of Nidiolu Eveleigli, is in the Paptn of the CojUinetUal 
Congrtu, No. 36, TV, folio 373. 
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assured of every ezariion in our power. We beg leave to suggest the 
propriety of a speedy detemunation as M' Archer ia waiting on 
Sixpence and it is more than probable will not be able to leave the 
City unless he is furnished with money and the longer he stays the 
more he will stand in need of assistance.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr, pliomas] Bee, Mr. p?heodorick] Bland, 
Mr. [William] Sharpe. 

CongresB reBumed the coDBideration of the report of 
the committee on the letter of the 9th of July, from the 
Buperintendent of finance; and on the question to agree 
to the following propoeition, viz. 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the Superin- 
tendent of Finance of the 9'!' Ultimo, further Report, 

That on mature consideration of the instructions given the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of these United States at the Court of Madrid on the 
15 of February last they are of opinion that it would be highly 
conducive to the interests of these States, that the powers contained 
in the said instructions should be popc a lod a nd a disorotionoFy - powef 
l o dged in the b a nds of - tbo sa id Minister to not bo far extended as to 
enable him to agree to a further cession of the navigation of the river 
Mississippi in such manner as circumstances may render necessary, 
and as would best tend to promote the interest of these states. 

Therefore recommend the following Resolution: 

B o s el re d^ -' nM t- tbe - inBtpuataonfl - giffon - to - tb e- Minis t e i ' - Plonipotontiory 
of tbc a e United -S tote a ■ ontho - lC - of - Febwi ft Fy - Iiiot be and they a ro 
b e roby Kyo a lod. 

That the minister be empowered to make such further 
cession of the right of these United States to the navi- 
gation of the river Missis^ppi as he may think proper, 
and on such terms and conditions as he may think most 
for the honour and interest of these United States — 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr, [Rc^ct] 
Shearman — 

■ Thii m^tat is in the Paptn of (he Conti!nental Congrai, No. 148, II, folio 147. 
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jV^tD SOmvptMTtf 






Delavxtre, 


Mr. SulliTan, 


no 




Mr. McEean, 


LiTermore, 


no 


no 


Van Dyke, 


UMMuMlelit, 






Maryland, 


Mr. Lovel], 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


Partrid^ 


DO 


no 


CarroU, 


Osgood, 


no 




Virginia, 


Wmie Ishml, 






Mr. Jones, 


Mr. Mowry, 


no 




Madison, 


Vamum, 


no 


no 


Bland, 


OomiOiail, 






Randolph, 


lb. Ellmrortk, 


no 




Norih OanlirM, 


Shemum, 


no 


no 


Mr.Sharpe, 


iVra Tort, 






Soidh Carolina, 


Mr. Duane, 


no 




Mr. Bee, 


L'Honunedieu 


no 


no 


Breleigh, 


JVew Jemy, 






Georgia, 


Mr. Boudinot, 


no 




Mr. Walton, 


Elmer, 


no 


no 


Howiy, 


Pemwyiuanw, 








Mr. Montgomery, 


no 






Oymer, 


no 


no 




T. Smith, 


no 







no)* 



So it pasBed ia the ntigative.' 

Ordered, That the committee of fordgn affaire trane- 
mit to the Minister Plenipotentiary of theee United 
States at the Court of Madrid, Buch information rela- 
tive to the surrender of "Pensacola, and the subsequent 
arrival of the garrison at New Yoi^ as they can obtain, 
to the end that he may make such representation thereon 
as shall appear to him to be proper.' 
The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
letter, of the 24 July, from the hon*''* the Minister of Fnmoe, 
delivered in a report; Whereupon^ 

> This rtfloludtm (partly In didur) imd vote, u an extract from the mmatefl, by 
Tamea Lov«U, are in the Papen of the ContinaUal Congren, No. 59, 1, folio 133. 

* Thi» Older and the preceding vote were entered only in the numuscript Secret 
Jonmal, Foreign ASaira, and in Secret Journal No. 4. A copy ie in Secret Journal 
No. e. Vol. III. The report, in fhe writing of John Hathewa, is in the Papert of the 
Continental Gm^nu, No. 31, (olio 307. 
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Boohed, That the hop*^ the Mmister of Frui<% be 
requested to inform the governor and intendant of St. 
Domingo that the United States have not at present any 
agent whatever residing at that island; and that Coi^resB, 
not intending to appropriate their funds to commercial pur^ 
poses, have not the appointment of such officer in contem- 
plation.' 

A farther report &om the committee of the week was read; 
Whereupon, 

The Comtnittee of the week farther report, 

Ttiat the petition of lieat. John Jenkins praying for a reward for 
serving as a Guide to the Army under Major General SuUivsn gainst 
the TTvJinnff in 1779 be referred to the Board of War to report. 

That the Memorial and Petition of sundry merchants respecting 
their sufferings and exposed situation, on account of the depreciation 
of the Continental money be referred to a special Commission. 

10» August 17S1 
Second report* 

Ordered, That a petition of Lieutenant John Jenkins be 
referred to the Board of War; 

That a memorial of sundry merchants be referred to a 
committee of three: 

The members, Air. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [George] 
dymer, Bb*. [Joseph] Jones. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Oock on Monday. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1781 

A letter, fA 6, from Ifojor General the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette; 

One, of the 17, and one, of 19 July, from Major General 
Greene, with sundry papers encloeed, were read:' 

' TUa resolutioii wubIbo entered ia tlie manuscript Secret Joumsl, Foreign Affaire. 
Tim npoTt is In the Papert of tA« ConluimfaJ Cangrtu, No. 31, folio 233. 

* Una teport. In the writiiig of Jamea Dnane, ia in the Papen o/Ae Continmiid Can- 
$rm. No. 82, fidio 213. 

■ Ixbyette'a letter la in the Papen q/' th* CwUinenial Coagrtm, No. 156, folio 218; 
Qron»'eo(17thfalnNo. 166, H, &>liolS3t that oIlMi la on folio 209. 
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Ordered, That they be referred to the Comniittee of Intel- 
ligence. 

A lettOT, of 29 iS&y, from the hon"" J. Jay; 

One, of 2, and one, of 11 June, &om Mr. W. Cumichael; 
and^ 

One, of 26, from Bichard ^rrison, were read. 

A letter, of 2, from J. Moylan, cloathier general, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report of the committee of the week waa read; Where- 
upon, 

[Orderedl That a petition of Fabian Hamerly be refored 
to the Board of War;' 

That a petition of Bundry merchants be referred to the 
committee to whom wae referred a like memorial on Friday 
last.* 

The committee of the week was elected: 

Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Daniel of St, Thomas] Jenifer, Mr. 
[Daniel] Mowiy. 

A report of the Board of Treasury on the memorial of 
Archibald McClean, was read; AVho^upon, 

Tbkasubt Ofiioe Anguat 9^ 1781 
The Board of Treasury haviiig considered the Memorial of Archi- 
bald M<<?Ieaii of York Town in Pennsylvuiia in behalf of Mary Meem 
Widow setting forth, that the stud Mary had deposited on the 4 
May 177S in hia hands, as a Commissioner appointed by the State of 
PennsylTania under an Act of Congress of 22^ Not' 1777 to recuve 
Monies for tlie Loan Office of ihe United States in FennaylTania in 
order to obtun loan office certificates for the same: but not having 

' Jay's lettcc is printed in thePipIomntM Chrretpondence of the Avurioan Rtvoluiion 
(Whaftcm), IT, 408; CarmichMrH, of June 2, is on psga 466. 

■ This letter is in the i'apcrx/tAf Cmtinmtal Ctmgreu, No. 76, XVI, folio 227. 

* Thia petition, dated August 2, 1781, is in the Paptn <4 tfte CbnfuwntoJ (kmyrtn. 
No. I4S, II, f(^ 183. 

« Hub roport, in tbe writing o( Jam«B Duone, is in the Paperi of Hie ContiaaUal Can- 
greu. No. 32, folio 219. Ttie petition, dated March, 1761, from merchants of Mrrnna 
chusetts Bay, is in No. 41, VI, folio 259. 
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an opportunity of forwarding the money to the Loan Office, then 
removed to Philadelphia until October following, it waa refused to be 
received, by the Commissioner of the said Loan Office on the condi- 
tion of ante-dating the certificates to ihe time the money was received 
by the sud M*Clean and by reason thereof the said Mary is to this 
day without certificates for the money deposited by hw, as aforesaid: 
Upon this State of facts the Board are of opinion, certificates ought 
to issue to the said Mary for SOO dollars, bearing date the 4 day [of] 
May 4478 1780, upon the Memorialist paying into the Loan Office 
the Money deposited with him by the said Maiy (unless Congress 
should be of opinion that the s^d M*CIesn is answerable for the 
depreciation of the Money while it lay in his hands under the pretext 
he offers) and thereupon submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Congress concur in opinion with the Board; 
and Thereupon, 

Order, That bo much of the memorial of Archibald McCIean, 
of the town of York in the State of Pensylvania, a commis- 
Bioner appointed by the State of Pensylvania under a resolu- 
tion of Congress dated the a2 - l!J'ovombog T~' ^7'? '? H June, 
1779, to receive money for the loan office of the United States 
in the s^d State as respects the issuing loan office certificates 
bearing date the 4 day of May, ifPfS 1780, for the sum of 
eight hundred dollars deposited by Mary Meem on loan, be 
referred to the Board of Treasuiy to take order.' 

The committee appointed to revise the several reports 
before Congreea which have not been acted on; and 

The committee on the commimications of the hon*^" the 
Minister of France, delivered in their respective reports: 

Ordered, That to Morrow be afeigned for the consid^ation 
of the latter report; 

And Thursday next for the consideration of the former. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, and another by Mr. [James Afitchell] 
Vamum: 

* TbJB npott ia in Um Paptn oJAe Cotitmeiaal Ctmgrtu, No. 138, V, lolio 441. 
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Ordered, That Uiey be referred to a committee of three: 

The membeis, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [John} Mathews^ 
Mr. [Jamee BGtchell] Vamum. 

A letter, of thia day, from lieutenant J. Towne^ waa read ; * 
Whereupon, 

Congreea took into consideration a repwt of the Board of 
War of the 20th July; and, thereupon, 

Wak OFTioa Jvly £0^ 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have con^dered the resolution of Congress respecting 
the paTinent of the money due for the passages of the aereral Conti- 
nental officers from Charlesto'wn to this place, and enclose a list of 
them, and of their ranks, as also aa aooount of the money due for 
the passages of those already reported to the Board amountang to 
one hundred Guineas as certified by the Honorable Brigadier Oeneral 
M*Int4Mh. The Board are farther of opinion that considering the 
particular rituation of these gentlemen tJiree months effectire pay 
ought to be advanced them. The Board have not funds uther for 
the payment of the passages, or for the three months' pay, and there- 
fore tiiey submit the same to the wisdom of Congress.* 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrante on the 
paymaater general, in &vour of the several officers of the 
army of these states, lately prisoners of war in South Carolina 
and Geoipa, for ux months nominal pay in the newemisdons. 

A report of the Board of War on a letter of 29 June, from 
A. Hammond, was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the letter of A. Hammond, requesting leave 
to go to sea for the recovery of his health, be refeired to the 
Commander in Chief; who is hereby empowered to enquire 
into the circumstances of his case, and to grant his request 
if he thinks it proper and expedient.' 

'ThiB letter u la the Papar*q/IA< Canlmental Contnt*, No. 78, XXII, [alia 467. 

* Thu report !■ In the Paptrt efilu OMUiiwntoI Qon^/nm, Ho. 148, II, loUo n. 

* Thig report la in the Popov ^Ou OmtmenAiI Ctrngnm, No. 148, II, Wio IST. 
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On motion of Mr. [Rc^er] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[Jamee] Lovell, 

B£9olved, That the establishment of the office of interpreter 
of the French and Spanish languages be, and hereby is 
aboIiBhed. 

[SBFOBT OF COlOtrrrBB. IlTfiTBttCnONS TO MB ADAUs] 

Should you succeed in forming a treaty of Aioity and Commerce, 
according to your Instructions in which the United Provinces shall 
recognize the Independence of the United States, you will be silent 
upon the subject of an Alliance offensive or defensive; but should you 
find it impracticable to obtain euch recognition on these principles, 
you will then enter into a defei^ve alliance upon the following con- 
ditions, having the strictest regard to the Treaty of Alliance already 
subsisting between the Court of Versulles and the United States: 

1. Their High Mightineesee shall expressly acknowledge the Sov- 
ereignty and Independence of the United SUites of America. 

2. Thar High Mightinesses and the United States shall so far 
make the war a common cause, that neither of them shall make peace 
or truce with Great Britain till the Court of Versailles and both the 
Republics shall agree to and be included in a- Genorol P a oifioation the 
same. This Article is upon Condition that the Court of Versailles 
has or will enter into a ramilar engagement with the United Provinces. 

3. You shall not involve the United States in any offensive opera- 
tions in favor of the United Provinces. 

4. Too shall not enter into a guaranty of the Dutch possessions in 
the West Indies or elsewhere, unless you find such a measure abso- 
lutely necessary to obtain an acknowledgement of the Independence 
of the United States and in that case, you must obtain guaranty for 
guaranty. In other matters not repugnant to these Instructions, 
you will use your best discretion.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Mwrow. 

' Thia report, in the wridng of Jamu UitcheU Vamutn, id in tlie Popov q/A« Con* 
tMwntoI Chngnt*, No. 2K, I, folio 469, uid, according to mdonement, wh delirered 
■nd read on this day. See port August 16. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1781 

A letto*, of 21 June, &om S. Faraons, at St. Herre, A&iv 
tioeque; 

A letter, of 16 July, from Barrere le Grand, of St. Domii^; 
and 

A letter, of 11, from A. Lee, were read.' 

A letter, of this day, from Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Beza 
Woodward, was read, with powers to them:* 

Ordered, That this be referred to the committee of five 
appointed on the Sth to confer with such person or persons 
as may be appointed by the people residing on the New 
Bampehire grants on the west ude of Connecticut, &c. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Was August W^ 1781. 

FreBont Colonel GrayBon 
Genend Cornell 

The Board heg le&ve to inform Congress that Captain De Frey a 
prisoner of War to the enemj has obtained leave from the British 
CommisBarj at New York to come to Philadelphia on parole, for the 
puipoee of n^otjating an exchange, he is at this time destitute of 
money and friends and has Tepresent«d to the Board (should his 
exchange not be effected) the impossibility of prosecuting his journey 
back to that City agreeable to the terms limited in his parole. 

They therefore beg leave to report, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favour of Captiun de Frey, of the 
legion commanded by the late Count Pulaski, for three 
hundred and «xty dollars in bills of the new emisuon equal 

■ Puacoa'a letter I> la &« PajMrt of the Omtmoitol Gmgrtf, No. 78, XTIII, foHo 
407; Bancse le Qnnd'a ia in No. 78, XIV, folio 441; Ar&ur Lee's u in No. 78, XIV, 
foUo4S3. 

■This letter is in the Paper* o/lAc Co)Utii«n{aI ConyrcM, No. 40, II, folio 89, and 
the commlaeton on folio 9&. 
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to dx months' nominal pay and Bubrastance, for which sum 
he is to be accountable.* 

The committee on the motion of the delegates [of] Vir- 
ginia; 

The committee on the report of the Board of War respect- 
ing K. Elliot; and 

The committee on the report of the Board of War on 
General Greene's letter, of 23 June, for arming Lieuteniuit 
Colonel Lee's legionary corps; delivered in their respective 
reports; also, 

The committee to whom was re-committed the ordinance 
for establishing a court of appeals in cases of captures 
reported the draught of a new ordinance, and in piusuance 
to the inetructions to them ^ven, they also reported an 
ordinance ascertaining what captures on water shall be 
legal; 

In pursuance of the powers delegated by the Confederation in cases 
of capture on water; 

Be it ordained by the United States in CongieHs assenibled; that 
from and after the [fiiBt] day of [October] next, all reeolutions and 
f»dinancea of Congress, relating to captures on water, and coming 
within the purview of this ordinance, shall be null and void. But 
questions of this nature, arising before that day shall be determined 
at any time duiing the War with Great Britain according to them, 
in the same manner, as if this oitiinuice had never been made. 

It shall be lawful to capture and to obtain condemnation of the 
property herfflnafter enumerated, if found below high water mark: 
that is to say: 

I. AH shipB and other Teasels, of whatsoever size or denomination, 

_ ___, belonging to an enemy of the United States, with 

their rigging, tackle, appard and furniture : 

n. All goods, wares and m^vhandizes, belonging 
to, and found on board of a ship or other vessel of, such 
enemy: 

' TUa raprart ia in the Poptn t/eft« CEmtuwnlal Om^rMf, No. 148, II, folio 163. 
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m. All contraband gooda, warea and merchandizes, 
belonging to such enemy, in the ship or other reesel of 
whateoever nation found, and whitbewoOT C f dcatinod 

IV. All goodB, w B Pc a a nd moTehandiBc e found in ft ahip or c tti fl F 

vo aa ol of -a n -e n e my, - [t i ho proport i y of noBtwIa a lw ft y g 

V. All contraband goods, wares and Merchandizes, to whatsoever 

nation belonging, dc e taned - foT t h e use a nd op w 



VI. All Ships or other Teasels, goods, wares and merchandizes, 
[belonging to any Power or the Subjects of any Power] 
r. against which letters of marque or reprisal [sluill] have 

issued. 
Vn. All^hips or other vessels, with their rigging, taokle, apparel 
'' and furniture, and with their Cargoes, to wfaatsoevet 

^^baJ^uf' u&tion belonging destined to any port or place bhxAod 
up by - tc bh« )1b of ■wftf blockaded by [a suffident force] 
belon^ng to, in the service of, or co-operating with the United States 
Of oommnnded by bottoFio a on l a nd b o Q 8 to rondef it d a ngoi egs-te 
Mito> tJieron [so effectually as t^t one caimot attenq)t to eater into 
such port without evident danger], 
VXil. All ebxps or other vesaelB with tiieir a^ng, tackle, apparel 
and furniture, and with llieir cargoes, found in the 
potaesaion of pirates. 
Tbo f a llowJBg e apti w o s-g hall no t b e l aw fal i tha t i s t e s ay i 
I. Of ' ■a hipo - or- ft ther ■ voMclOi - b e looginf to a • fowign n a ti a n athe > 
t han an 0Q<wtyi - ftltho laden - witfe ' tJn» - ()Wip e rty g f -fl u e b - onenyi -ftipB 

■fawooid be ing a lw a ys eiceptod. 

n. Of p»p e »ty) ' l » dopg^ B- to -a n cn e My pfewt d ia a ohip oy afee F 
vcfl B ol of ft f e roign - n at i^ otbey than 'ft n - epcmy i - Contr a b a nd -g o a ds 
b e ing a lw a y s e aoq tt odi 

m. Ot s hip s OF o t h w yeonolfl oF 'A eiF eft T g oo a ) - 4i »' wb ftt BocroMi ft tion 
bolonpn g , - aBd e F -- ^H>- p F e tee t ien of a ay foF e ign po w w oth o F tb ag-aa 

Mo pFin ec ) a t at oi ' nati e ai pow e F noF p e opl e no F g ubi e ofc noFtarig e p 
of any of th e m -s h a ll - b e-a djad ge d -a n - encmyt anffl oomoa e t e tth e 
Pnitod -Sta to B- in - CongF e on as fl e mbled sh a ll [have ■ b e oaj - m ft d»d ea laF a- 
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The goods, wares and merchandizes, to be adjudged Contfaband 

are the followmg — that is to say: arms, great guns, 

bombe, with ihea fuses, and other things belonging to 

[UriMttfiUi them, cannon, ball, gunpowder, match, pikes, swords, 

Mvatod im tk« lances, Bpeats, halberts, mortars, petards, grenadoes, 

^*^d*tk™ta' ^'^P®*™' niuskete, musket balls, bucklers, helmets, 

■ breast plates, coats of mail, and the like kind of arms, 

■' proper for arming soldiers, musket reets, belta, horses 

with their furniture, and all other warlike instruments 



No goods, wares nor meichandizee, not worked into the form of 
some instrument or thing prepared for war by land or sea, shall be 
tv^niaA. eonbrabaad. 

If it riiall manifestly appear, that of any entire thing, of which 
division cannot be made witliout injuiy to its value, 
a subject of the enemy, and a ratizen or a subject of a 
formgn power, not being an enemy, are joint holders, tiie whole shall 
be condemned and sold for gold or sUver: the proper proportion 
of the neat produce of which shall be deponted in the treasury of 
the states in which the sale shall be; to be paid to the order of such 
citizen, or the subject of such foreign power. 

l^tBATT OT OOmCEBCB BBTWBBM O. B. AMD R088U., 2. DBOf 1734. 

ion Article Tt i tinll b a pownittod to - th e robj ee to of both ooittwi^ l m p t to 

Mch part7 dull pay no more ciutom or duly, tlimn othw nations, and that smuggled 
mordundise dull be confiscated. 

IIA The aubjecto of either party may body pan, rspan or travd, in aD countriea 
which now are or haeaft«i ihall be at enmity irith the other of the nid partlea (placei 
actually blocked up or beeeiged excepted,) provided they do not aury any wadlka 
storea or ammunition tr thir nmnry nit frr bH "fhrr nffiwln. thnlr nhiim, ranrmncnrn rniT 
goods itull be free and nnmoUeted. 

IStt Camunis, inortan, fite aniH, pist(4s, bombe, gianadoes, buDelB, balls, foseea, 
flints, matdMa, powd«r, nit petie, sulphur, cniraaNS, pikes, swonls, belts, poudtea, 
cartoochboxes, saddlas and bridles. In any quantity beyond, wbat may be neeeaary 
for tiie ship's provision, and may properly appertain to, and btt jadged necessary lot 
every man of the ship's ciew, or for each passenger diall be deemed ffinniiiniti<^ of 
war, uidif any such be there found, they may seize and confiscate (he same, according 
to law — but neltho' the veoeels, pBeeengen, nor the rest of the goods shall be detained, 
lea that reason, or hindered from purauing their voyage. 

This VKBKit, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, Is in the Popart <tf On CnUf- 
Mntol Congrta, No. 69, III. folio 290. 
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It such divisioii can be accomplished, but neither Uie atizen, nor 
the subject of fordgn power, nor his agent shall require 
specific reetitution of his proportion, .there shall be a 
Bale in the same manner aa if the property were indivi^ble. But if 
in such case a requisition be made to this effect, the due proportion 
shall be spedficaUy restored, according to the ratio of the number 
and value of the property. 
'Where property shall have been originally captured on land from 
a citizen of the United States, and shall be recaptured 
[TMMd.] below high water mark by another citizen thereof, resti- 

tution shall be made to the former owner upon the 
payment of a reasonable salvage, not exceeding i of the true value. 
In obhof on a c a of roe a pftiwv in which the original ownpp a nd the ro 
eaptop fl hall - both bo oiti B enfl of tho United S tntcot wwti 
[WHMmm.] tution fl hnll bo made to auoh owdof upon the - pnymtmt of 
>-fe a B on a blo as lvago, not oKoooding i of tho twio vnluoi 
unlcoo e ondcmnabion -a hQil h a ve boon had in g ome Court p of AdmiF a lty^ 
Aftop fl uob ooDdcmnfttion i^etitution a hall not be m a doi 
In oith c Fof thoppooeding all cases of recapture by an armed ves- 
sel fitted out at the expence of the United States «p 
[PMMd.j eithoPof them, the Court shall ppoeood t o noocoo o «d 

dotormino the »te of B alvftgO) upon - tbo oiroi 
i (gponop inouppod - in mnlring fe»j 
maeh -« rf th ea oo eea mentt - whioh would be duo - to ' the Unit e d Stntoo of 
e ifch w-e f -t h e m - oee e opding - to ' the ■ pulen of dis t riba t ion hopmn a ft ef-es- 
tabliDhedt a hnll - be pcmiMod to tbe - opiginol own w [adjudge the propor- 
tion of the United States of such recapture to be remitted to the 
owner.] 
In all other cases of recapture in which tho origin a l e wnep -»p-Ae 
p oo^top fl h al lne t b eft oitigen of th e- Unit e d S tat e ti) res- 
titution shall be made to the owner wi t b et rt aaly^e 
TMHdJ upon payment of i of the true value for salvage if the 

property shall have been retaken in lees than 24 hours 
after the capture. 
But if it shall not have been retaken until the eziuration of 24 
[FHMiBivi«Bi>« hours after the capture, ae restitution shall not be 
It, 1781.] made of tho whole of any part. 

In all cases of recapture in T^iich a dtizen of some one of the 
United States is wholly or in the greater part interested, on both 
sides, there shall be adjudged to the recaptor [^ ~ 
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w » F OP l et toF -e f m t H - qno -a nd ' roppis a l ] outof the true value of the veesel 
and cai^ or either of them, i part, if the same have or hath been 
in the possessioii of the enemy 24 hours [at the least]; \ part, if more 
than 24, but lees than 48 hours; i part, if more, than 48, but lees 
than 96 hours; and i, if more than 96 hours unless there shall have 
been a [legal] condemnation thereof in some court of admiralty. In 
this case the whole shall be adjudged to the recaptor. 

\tn. all cases of recapture] (U a person, not being a citizen of some 
one of tbe United States, but a subject of a foreign power, other than 
an enemy, be wholly, or in the greater part interested on either side) 
no computation shall be made of the time of possession, but the 
whole shall be adjudged to the rec&ptor, if the property retakffli 
shall have been peaceably remdent in the hands of an enemy upwards 
of 24. hours. 

Besides those who are duly authoiized to make captures by a 
special commission from Congpo aa captures of the property of an 
enemy shall be allowed, when made 
1. By a private vessel not having such commission, satisfactoiy 
proof b^ng produced, that they were made in repelling 
a previous attack from an enemy. 
F. 2. By any body or detachment of regular soldiers: 

3. By inhabitants of the country, if made within cannon shot of 
the ^lore. 

«-,-ui *• By a B ubjoot By an armed vessel [suling under a 
wwdiig «t tk« commission] of his Most Christian Majesty, d arin g th e 
" pfC fl ont w a r with GwaatBrit a ini 

i. 5. By the crews of British vessels, while Cf^tures of 
*■ this sort are licensed by the British. 
Recaptures shall be made by no other persons, than those author- 
ized to make captures; except the crews of vessels retaken. 

Of no o a pturo by aa onomy on l a nd, a nd a I ' oo a ptare thoFoof belo w 
bigh - wntOF mttfk sh a ll rc a titntion to tho - foHneF ewneF - bo - ni > do) -«BleBB 
t he pFopo F ty - Fce a ptBFod ah a ll be di fl tiDetly and fully-identifi e d r 

Condenma t i q n - s h a ll bo hod of vcodcIo oed -e fe e F p F ^t e i t yj - b Fegg^ 

a fl . l^ 'ft ny p a r t y ^e f the Briti a h -e n e iH yr 

The destruction of papers or the possession of double papers by 

any captured vessel shaJl be considered as evidence 

for condenmation, unless good cause be shown to the 

contrary. 
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From and after the first day of NoTember, iriiich shall be in the 
year of our Ijord 1781, any lettera of passport or safe conduct granted 
before the [27^] day of March last, under the authority of Congrees to 
any person whatsoever for the removal of property from a place be- 
yond sea within the dominions or poaseasions of the British king shall 
be void. 
Upon the capture of a vessel e quipp e d in a w a riih e m w m w [com- 
missioned as a Man of War or Privateer, by any of ihe 
ships of war of these United States], the whole of the 
property condemned shall be adjudged to the captors, to be divided 
in ^e following manner that is to say: 
Upon the capture of a [any other] vessel not equipp e d in a w a riih e 
m a nn e ri if made by a p»btie vessel [of war] belonging 
to the United States, op a ny on e of tiwHi iy one half shall 
be decreed to the United States, or fcho individani S t a te a o the onoo 
m a y ' bet and the other half to the captois, to be divided aa aforesaid: 
T f hj n priTT i t n T rmrl h ft T inj; n n nnrnii nnin n th n Trh o l r n h fill Ijo 



a djudged to th ee aptom to be divided nooofdin g-t e o 

If by a private vessel not having a commission anti a tnoto t y pFoof a 

p y e viou fl -a t ta ok - being - fii Bt - Hi ft de e a -a forco a id S /3 [the 

p. whole] shall be decreed to ^ e- Uni t ed Sta to S ) a nd 1/ 8 t e 

the captors, to be divided, as aforesaid: 

If by any body or detachment of regular soldiers the whole 

shall be adjudged to the captors, to be divided as 

aforesaid: 

If by inhabitants of the country l iniii if m i li jia i n mn ni ii piii i w jpilap 

duty fop oth e i * pmywo e a nd within c a nnon S hot ' of the S hoPOt the 

whole shall be adjudged to the captors and be divided as aforesaid : 




s hall be a ooopdii^ to the **opdonnaneo fl dem a rine"! a nd 
If by the crews of British vessels, the whole shall be adjudged to 
the captors, (except in those instances, in which the cap- 
ture may belong to an American Citizen) to be 

divided at the discretion of the Court. 
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The sliips and effects of a Citizen of the United States, or a Sub- 
pHn< stpUB! ject of ML ' ollj of tho U. S . any foreign State other than 
int. im. an enemy retaken from a pirate and reclaimed by the 

owner, within a year and a day from the date of the eraitence of 
condeomatioa, by a petition to the Court which shall have con- 
demned the same, shall be restored to such owner, upon the pay- 
ment of one third of the value of the ships and effects to the recaptor. 
Where no claim E^iall be put in within a year and a day, the whole 
Talne shall be adjudged to the recaptor.' 

On recaptures of a Tcesel under the protection of aB ' bo s l^e a vessel 

[belonging to an enemy] equipped in a warlike manner, 

or where the vessel retaken is ao equipped the proportion 

to be withdrawn from the origiaal owner shall be divided as in the 

case of a capture of an hestile [enemy's] vessel, equipped in a warlike 

manner. 

On recaptures of a vessel, under the protection of an hostile vessel, 
not equipped in a warlike manner, and lAere the vessel retaken is 
not so equipped, the proportion to be withdrawn from the original 
owner shall be divided, as in the case of a capture of an hostile vessel, 
not equipped in a warlike manner. 

0» ■ f eaa ptuwo by > bwtioh orowi d» - wh < ^ e e f the proportiGn to b e 
withdr a wn from the oripnri - own e F s h a ll - b e divid e d^ -as in t he e a oe of 
a- «^uro by n britash er e w. 

We p a n t s hall bododuotod from tho ppopottiont - withdM i wn from th e 
n ri ginftl n trn n r) Trh n rr t hn mmpti i rr nhwl l h a rn h nnn m a dn hj a T mno l 
6 t tod out a t priv ate eipwieo. 

Upon t he ea p t uTO of - a s l a ve - b e l o n g ing to the en e my^ 
bo s hall be forthwith omanw pated 

Upon the recapture of a slave, [negro or mulatto] belonging to 
(iMMBBUMdi a citizen of one of the United States, k^whWi t h a t 
■w"**** ■**■*-) property is yot tolor a tedj the same rules shall be ob- 
served, as in the recapture of vessels. 

The rules of decision in the several courts ahaD be the lesolutiona 
and ordinances of Congress, public treaties, when declared to be so 
by an Act of Congress, and the law of nations, according to the 
general osages of Europe. Public treaties shall have the pre- 
eminence in all trials. 

'Thispuagnph, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, is in the PajMr«o/tA« Vonti- 
nmtai Congnu, No. 69, III, foUo 304. 
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This act ehaU commence in furc« on th« day of 

next.* 

' This report, in the wridng of Bdmond Bandolpb, except the poitioiu in brack- 
ets which are in Thonua HcKecn's writing, is in the Papen of lit Continental Con- 
gntt. No. 69, III, lolioi 297-300, 286, 291. It wu made bom the following dimft: 

In punuance of the power delected to OongreiB b; the Confedcntion, in casee of 
capture on water 

Rt It unimtiri -rVi'-*-* *t **" "r"*-' °*-*-- '- "— |p— .— h-j that bom sod 
after Om day of next, all reeolutiona ot Congreae relating to captui«a 

on wattf and coming within the purview oi thia ordinance, shall be null and void. 
But «BtH4aHi«4Aqneationa of this icrt ariaing before that day diall be detenniiMd 
at any time during the p ro e c nt war with O. B. according to them in the aame mann«, 
aa U this ordinance had nem been made. 

H iiliill liii Infill III I a|i)iiiiiaiii1 laa^ii ijilaa In iililaiii i iiiiliiiiiiiatliiii iif lliii iiiiii i«liln 
property herein after oinmeiated; if foond on the high mm, or between high and low 
watermark: thatiatoaay: 

1. All ehipa and other tihiiiIii of whataoew riie ot denomination, beloDging to 
<he-Mag of Q wa t Brito i a, Wtt y a ntoj e c t e f tti e w rf i l kiw ft any power or aobject of a 
power; being an Bnony of the United States of America with their rigging, tackle, 
apparel and furniture; 

2. All goods, warea and merchandises, fllaTee being alwaye particularly included in 
thTiar tm — ^ ^"'--jj^n ** ""* "" ""C. ~-t "* "' -■'■] "'-— y i-'—- ■•- —'-j—* 
of a power, being an enemy of the United States ot America, heme asd found in a 
-ftitiAthebottoqLV.TMidofABBacfa enemy and allcoDtiabaDdAc; borne Ac. en 
board of any ahips or renels, brionging to a neutral natioa. 

3. All Ocmlrabind gooda, waiea and mercbaodizea, bekoghig to an allied or neuttal 

l a ir irf B a l i ?M nii nn^Tifd ir i frg ***? VTgf i* 'ti i i"Fir; a nt ji i rt l y Jnnflm ina l nr t n nw 
i Hi b a ad i a nd f e aa d ia th e b o t t om a r Tta ae l e t aa Mi em y; 

In thia deacriptian a sUve belonging to a ikeutral power or its subjects actually 
employed in navigating a Tessel authtaiaed to make sozures, ahall be included: 

i. All Tessels, goods, warea, and mBtchandiaes, taken by virtue of letters of maiqne 
or reprisal. 

6. All veMeb, belonging to an ally of the United States if employed in carrying 
coDtrahaad gooda, wares or movhandtEe, or aoldien to the en«nyot the United States. 

The following Captures shall not be lawful, via: — 

1. of hoB^e property found in neutial botttana: contiaband goods bong always 
excepted. 

2. of hostile pr o pert y under the protection of neutral «easti| natiotw or ivincea. 

3. of allied ot neutral property found in the ship <it vessel of an enemy of Qie 
United States, contraband pr(q;ierty being excepted as afwesaid. 

4. of the property of an ally tA the enemy unless ctmtiaband <x found in the bottom 
of the enemy; without a q>edal act of Congress to that effect. 

6. Qa: if some exceptitm ought not to be made in bvor of a Bennudian bringing 
aaltonly. 

No prince, nor otho' State, nor any subject of the same shall be adjudged an enemy, 
until by some act of Congnss shall be made declaratory thereof. The goods, wares, 
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A resolution in aid of the law erecting the court of appeale; 
and 

An ordinance regulating inferior courte of admiralty in 
certain cases: 

Ordered, That these ordinances be considered on Monday 
next. 

Foon«OTK-~Coiitinaed . 

uid mercbandizes to be adjudged contiaband are tbe following: (here 
thoee denominated such in the Treaty oi Veraaillefl.) 
n ae til e pi e porty ■ hull bo a djadeod t o 

n withip c a nnon t baX e t a ny toiritory 



U it ohall manifestly appear Qiat of any endie tiling, of which division cannot be 

■sKMi >Mtr*l ■^■^B without injury to its value, a subject of the enemy and a citisen 
\H otkK tt>a ua or a subject of a neutral power are joint holden, &e whole shall be con- 
•■Mir- demned and sold for gold or silver: one half the proper propcfftiaD of 

the neat produce of which shall be deposited in tihe Treasury of the Slate in which the 
atle shall be, to be paid to the order of the citizen or neutral owner: 

If such division can be- accomplished, but neitiher the citizen or neutral owner, nor 
his agent shall require specific restitution of his proportion, there shall be a sale in 
the same manner as if the property were indivisible; But if in such case a requirilion 
be made to this effect, the due proportion shall be specifically restored according to 
the ratio of the number and value of the property. 

In all cases of recapture, in which a citizen of one of the United States is wholly or 

«aiirtkUo>gkt io ^^ greater part intneeted, on both sidca, fto l ew sM *wer-Aril 
■•ttokaooafraB-iW there shall be adjudged to tbe recapt^v out of Qie trne value of 
•Ua la tbe Ordl- Ute vessel and cargo or either of them \ part; if the same have or 
V^^V^* •*"• hath been in the posseodon of the enemy 24 hours; \ part, if more 
Mpt«n sftar M ""'^ ^> ^*"' '^^ ''^'^^ ^^ hours; \ port, if more than 48, but lees than 
ho«n B6 hours, and ), if more than 96 hours, nnlen there shall have been a 

(T«a la nesp- condsmuatiou Ihraeol in some court of admiralty. In this instance 
tBfM br tka BUT.) the whole shall be adjudged to the recaptor. 

If a person not being a citizen of some one of the United States but the subject of a 
hgeignpowerJft^tia DOCwith Aea other than the enemy, be wholly or in the greats 
part intereeled on either side, no computation shall be made of die time of p 
•ion, but the whole shall be adjudged to the recaptw, « ~ 



■i f a person not - boi n g a oitizen td s omo one of th e Pnitod 8t a t <i hit the subjoot of a 
a e u tM lpowM bo wholly w ia tho grogfag p a rt into f oitod on (rithef side, the lik<i -a djudi 
o a t l eii i Ji a ll fiht a ia as in a pontc e t - botwooii mow citi s onsi 

B«t iMthlnc <)i a 1l be o e nsidorod at c a ptured until the b a ttle be over, ro sure pe »' 
■ O M M B b « t a lron by ' t he enemy. - 

~~ a those who are duly authorized to make captures by a special commission 
_ T capturea (A hostile joDparty dull be allowed in certain 
o wit; those made by— 
A private vessel, not having such commission, upon satishctory proof, Qiat they 
were made upon the hi^ seas in repelling a previous attack from the eikwny; 
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The report of the committee oq the motibn of the dele- 
gates of ViTginia was taken into conmderation, and certua 
resolutions passed thereon. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred a 
motion of the del^atee of Vir^nia: 

FooTNon — Continued. 

•witua ouBM ^' *"'' body a detachment of regular soldierB, miljCui i 
^fy.t-jt>-ph— miliMa BMTM94 etlled to trms by authority or militia not i 
■viBfcaUtutiot under such audinity, or citizens not liable fa> militia duty b 
OMBtty. Mf^ and liw below high wat«r mark* 

■Wbe*»upon any contest between joint oipton wiftoria e d te e e p t aw In dlfc tm 
ehuff etow the coorta of appeals and admiralty dull settle Qm pniMrtione due to eadi 
accocdii^ to their labour, risque, expepce, and real influence in capturing. 

B«captuiea iuf aball be made by «tt no othra penons than duee antfaocized to 
make captnna: except tbe crews of vessels retaken. 

C(»idemnati(»i shall be bad of veaseb and otbw i^operty brouf^t oS by any party 
(rf the Britidi a>amy In th e a a a e n w a ef ee l ea g m tt^ ud they riiall be adjudged 
to the party bringing them off, so long as the like rule dull be continued by fba 
enemy. 

Of no captnte by the sDemy oa bad, and a tecapttm thereof b e tw ee n high a n d 
J«w- below hi^ water mark shall restitution be made, unless the 

.-..T!!?^ VKffV^ taken be distincay identified: when identifi e d, il AaH - b e 



jwb j w t t e th e mvm role s ■■ t e tho 

al t he onemy i-— a antorc sot fo rt h t e q w eting Tease ls e x cep t th oHn 
all si teh sai c s i po s wion by the onomy le i K hem s , Aall ab a otntel y dJ TMt fee 
p se p a rty e f th e e ri gl M l owa ef i 

The destruction of papers, or the poaseadon of double papers, by any captured 
vessel unless good cause be diewn to the contrary or the fitting unda Che flag of 
another nation than Qiat from which the commission is dwived diall be conadered 
as JBst lyeuada sufficient evidence for condemnaticm. 

From and after the first day of November, which shall be in the year of our Lord 

1761, any letten ol passport or safe conduct, granted bef<»e Qie — day of under 

the authority of Ctaignai to any penon whatooever, fw the removal of fvoperty bom 
placee within the domlniona or poesesdons of the British King, shall be void. 

IKBtribution diall be as follows: 

Upon Qie capture of a vessel equipped in a warlike manner, the whole wi t h b at 
«aiB» of the property ctmdenmed shall be adjudged to the capton to 
BmUi«a^^ be divided in the following manner: (E. R, knows not the Jnst 
proportions) 

Upon the Oapture of a Vessel not so equipped, if made by a public vessel, belon^ng 
to the United States, ox an individual, one half shall be decreed to 

UbM o* br a the United Btatw, or such individual Stale, and the other half to 
'*^' the capton to be divided aaaftMeaaid: if by a veeeel fitted ont at the 
expence of a private person, the whole dull be adjudged to him and paid, if he b e 
-1 . .- A J .j. ..!.— . j..,t fc-t.t^„-. ^pt— .. if by a private ves- 
sel, not having a cmnnuHloii, pfoof being made as aforesaid, | to the United Slatea, 
and t te fee o i rM i i w it he b e ab s ont to th e eonnn a iKJ ep , c i my other ag mt fo f bi i 
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The Comnuttee to whom the Resolutioii relative to supplying the 
Oovemor of "^ocgiiua with paasportB for the importation of salt, was 
referred Report. 

Th&t it appears to your Committee that the command which the 
enemy have of the Sea Coast of Virginia, and the navigable waters 
thereof, wholly obetructs tiie importation and manufacture of salt, 
and their late ravages through ' th e country have reduced the ship- 
ping to the lowest state, banished tiie seamen and destroyed all the 
salt that fell into their hands. 

Hiat a supply of this commodity is absolutely and essentially neces- 
sary for that State, as the army there, wiUiout salt meat, must 
experience the greatest sufferings. 
Fdotmotk — Contmued. 

hkt captcn: if by a body or detadunent cf roKolw soldien or militia (or other pur> 
poaas upcm regnlar duty i a-a m t uadnr oiithority the whole aball be adjudged to the 
Captors \a be divided in Qte following maimer [deeet] if by Uilida not in arma under 
Kthority or citisoia not Uable to Militia duty, ) to tha United -Ste t efr State to which 
Oiey belong; Uie other to them, to be divided in the following manner: to wit: 
[deest] 

' Upon the capture e f a w we l n et^q wipped in a walike mang e r, i ahaJl be al w ^y 
doductod toi I he ua e of the United 8 1l ^ t<»,^ l tow aad e by a To w el rf war b e loB t^Bg^e 
t h e ai - by r e giilai l oldi BM w ty M iliti a Jw a raM ondc i-a gflmity; and lo t flic im e el 
a ny indlTldu a l Slato i t > whi e h a vb b kJ, mililia aet In u nw ead e r anIhoHty, w e itiaeM 
"rt "n!r'ir M — 'i'*i a Ah^ m a fcing tiin nrtum mny TiTtlTmg T h rfm'n — j-u-w- 
doorood * ■ Ih e e apfcWfto be divldod - lP ' tti e pFoportiona -a f w oml J a epofding t e Hi e eaeft 

i ftil TJ lih i lT nnl \ v liiriiiptinl i i rbrr m I h r m rtn iT ibnll h n rr Tri r 1" \ - y n rr rmn' 

fiBnd e at a * yi ^a t e a np eae * 

On recaptures of venels under the protectioii [of] an hoetile vgokI equipped in a 
warlike manner or where the vessel retaken is bo equipped the proportion to be 
deduet e d withdrawn Irom the original owner shall be divided, aa in the caae of a 
capture of an hoattle vesMl, equipped in a wadike mannw. 

Qai If Bst bMt ^° recaptures made from an hostile veewl not equipped in a war- 
to gin tfe* wkoia like mannw, or where the veael retaken aball not be so equipped, the 
of iwwtana to nid proportions shall be divided as in die case of a capture of an hos- 
tk* TM>f taiL i^g v««el not equipped in a warlike manner. 

But a third or any part shall not be deducted where the capture or recapture shall 
HHUA Cm ^'^^ been made by a vessel, fitted out at private expence and bearing 



Hem: in case of Omission a genenl reference to be made for the rule of decision 
established in the Court-law, and to the law of NatJons. 

Hake a clause as to Slaves. 

This draft, in the writiiig of Edmund Randolph, is in the Fapen qf the Continmiai 
Congnu, No. 69, III, folio 301. The following on folio 287 is in James Duane 's writing; 

<hMnl Lm n- Negroes Mulattos or others whose services shall be claimed by an 
vnUilfTopwtT'. Enemy dudi be emancipated. 

But if the service of such negro, mulattoorothtf posoncaptivatedasafotesBidBhall 
not be legally claimed by a citizen of these United States he shall be set at liberty. 
8«B82»— TOt. 21—12 7 
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lliat ihe unremitted duty of the Militia, has hitherto prevented 
and for a considerable time will probably preTentj them from seeking 
this necessary article at any distance from home. 

That notwithstanding these difficult cireumstances your Committee 
considering the many evil consequences arising from opening a trade 
with the Enemy under any cirenmstances whatever would have 
reconunended a negative to the Resolution proposed by the Dele- 
gates of Virginia, had it not been for the Resolve of Congress of 

indulging the State of South Carolina in the like request. 

Your Committee therefore, apprehending the necessity of doing 
equal justice to every State in the union under similar circumstances, 
do recommend the following Resolution : 

Besohed, That the President be authorized to furnish his Excel- 
lency the Qovemor of Virginia with eight sets- of paasporte by bim 
licencing either Bermudian vessels to import salt only into Virginia 
Matyltmd, or North Carolina for the use of Virginia and to export 
horn thence for Bermudas only, com and flour to the same amount 
in return, or licence any AmOTican Vessels to export com and flour 
to Bermudas only, and to import the full value thereof in salt only 
into Virginia, Maryland or North Carolina, for the use of Virginia. 
Provided not moro than eight vessels in the whole be covered by said 
Passports, for one voyage each, and that said Passports continue in 
force only for the space of eig^ six months from this Date. 

[Resolved, That nxteen pasBports be granted to be 
employed by the govemonr of Vu^nia in protectir^ 
such number of veeselB as shall be sufficient to import 
fifty thousand bushels of salt for the use of Virgiiiia;' 

That eight passports be graDt«d to be employed by 
the gOTemotir of Maryland in protecting such a numba* 
of vessels as shall be sufficient to import twenty-five 
thousand bushels of salt for the use of the State of 
Maryland. 

That the said paSBports continue in force for the 
space of ax. mcHiths from the date thereof, and no 
longer.] 

■ This paragraph, in the writing of Joaeph Jonee, ia in the Paper* of Su OoiUmcntal 
CSm^reu, No. 20. II, folio 204. 
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Heaolved, That the Preeident inform the stud gov- 
cmours that nothing less than the presHug necesutiea 
of Yiipnia and Maryland could have induced Congress 
to relax the resolution made against farther intercoiiTBe 
with the enemy. That an abuse of this indulgence will 
highly injure the American cause; and that Congress 
rely on them to guard the same against misapplication 
by every possible precaution; and to cause the pass- 
ports to be returned to the Preadent after the accom- 
plishment of the purposes for which they are now 
granted.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 15, 1781 

A letter, of 10, from J. Storey, was read;* Whereupon, 

Ordered, That J. Storey be informed that Congress do, at 
his request, dispense with his farther sendee. 

A petition of George Fisher was read: 

Ordered, Tliat it be referred to the auditors of accounts at 
Albany, who are to liquidate the account of the petitions 
agreeably to the principles established by Congress in such 
cases.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd of War August 14*^ 178 J 

Ppeaent M' QrajBon 
M' Cornell 

lieuten&nt Verdier of Colonel Aimand's Legion had the misfortune 
some time ago of being captured by the eaemy in '^tginia, when in 

* These tescQudonfl in reforaacQ to importatdoa of salt were enta^ only in the 
manuaciipt Secret (Domestic} Jo.nnuJ and in Seoet Journal, No. 8. Tits report, is 
Qie writing of Eliaa Boudlnot, is in the Paptrt of Ike Continmtai CcmgretM, No. 20, II, 
fa&> Sei. The portion in bracketa i« not in the report. 

* This letter is in the Papen of Hit Cmdmenial Congnn, No. 76, ZXE, folio IDS. 

* This paragrqdi, as an extntct from the minutes, is in the Papat of the Contmmdal 
Ooagrm, No. 138, 1, to^Q 4S3. 
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the execution of an important commiasion from the Boron Steuben. 
He is now on p&role in this City, and bos applied to the Board for an 
advance of money on account, which they are not authorized to 
grant without the approbation of Congress. 

As it seems but just that this gentleman should receive the same 
Bums as have been allowed to other officera of equal rank under 
similar circumstances. 

The Board b^ leave to report 

Resolved, That the Board of War be and hereby are 
authorised to draw a warrant on the paymaster general, in 
favour of lieutenant Verdier of Armand's corps, a prisoner 
on parole, for nx months' nominal pay in biUa of the new 
emission, for which he is to be accountable.* 

The report of the committee on the- communications of 
the hon^ the Minister of France was taken into consld^a- 
fjon, and ait&c debate: 

War Ownom Aug tSf^ 1781. 
Sib, 

The Board have considered that part of Uie report respecting M' 
Pepin, which has been recommitted, and b^ leave to observe that 
the contracts for this Post are framed in such a manner as not to 
admit persons of this description. 

When it was under consideration to furnish the citizens of South 
Carolina with rations, the Board applied to the Financier on the 
subject who did not think himself authorized to appropriate the 
money in his hands to this purpose. He also observed that he did 
not conceive himself reeponsible for rations which were out of the 
purview of the contract, llie Board have understood the Financier 
wrote to Congresa on the occasion and that in consequence thereof 
that mode of furnishing the South Carolina Citizens was laid aside. 

The Board are at a loss how to supply M' Pepin and bis family 
with rations, except they draw for that purpose on the contractor, 
which is a meUiod they think it will be impolitic to adopt; the per- 
mitting persons not concerned with the army to draw rations, has 
been heretofore productive of great abuses as well as considerable 
expence. The Board in forming the contracts had it in cont^npla- 
tion to guard against the inconvenience in future. If however it is 
the will of Congress that M' Pepin shall be supplied in this manner 

< Tlua lepoTt ia in the Papert of the CoiUintrUal Omgnti, No. 148, II, totio 101. 
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«nd they viU be pleased to ugnify it to the Board, it shaU be immedi- 
ately done. This man has a wife and six children in great distress, 
who it is Tery probable will suffer considerably if something is not 
done for their relief, li Congress think it expedient to assist him 
the Board are of opinion it will be more adTisable to do it by means 
of a sum of money.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST i6, 1781 

A letter, of 13, from General Washington ; and 

A letter, of 12, from Colonel Pickering, quartermaster 
genenJ, were read. ' 

The committee to confer with agents appointed by the 
people of the New Hampshire grants on the west side of Con- 
necticut, and to whom was referred a letter from J. Fay, I. 
Allen and B. Woodward, delivered in a report. 

The Committee appointed to confer with persons appointed hj the 
people of Vermont £* report 

That your Committee this morning ntet Jonas Fay, Ira Allen, and 
Bezaleel Woodward Eequu^s Agents from the people of Vermont and 
exchanged powers with them mutually rec^ ^m their constituents. 

That your Committee on carefully examining the Commissioa from 
Thomas Chittenden Eeq! stiling himsdf Capt Gen> Govt and Com- 
mander in Chief of the State of Vermont (hereunto annexed) came to 
an unanimous opinion that the ai Agents were not Authorized to treat 
with your Committee agreeable to the Resolutions of Congress 
appointing your Committee and by whiidi they consider themselTea 
strictly bound, for that 

The sf Commission bears a pruv date to the sud Resolutions (^ 
Congress and is not founded thereon. 

That it appeared to your Committee by the information of the said 
Agents, that the said Commission was given in consequence of the 
Representative Authority of people Inhabiting on the East side of 
Connecticut River, and on the East side of Hudsons River within the 

iThisraport!ainUi«Pa|KriC>/tife(%nlHi«nlaICbniP««>, No. 14S,n, folio I6S. It 
^tpean to have been read on tlua day. 

■ Wa^i^ton'B letter U in the Papert o/the OmtinmtaJ Omgrat, No. 162, Z, folio 
2IS; Pickering's is in No. 192, foUo 77. 
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twenty mile line, together with the people of Vermont, Wherefore 

your Committee submit to CongreoB i^ther they should proceed in 

the said conference.' 
The consideration of the report on the communications 

from the honK** the Minister of France was resumed Emd 

concluded. 

On the report of the committee, condeting of Mr. 
[John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [John] Sullivan and Mr. [John] 
Mathews, to whom was re-committed their report on the 
commimicatioiifi from the honorable the Minister of 
France, and who were instructed to report instructions 
to the honourable John Adams, reepecting a treaty of 
alliance with the United Provinces of the Netherlands : * 
Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of these 
United States at the Court of Vers^ra be directed to 
inform his Most Christian Majesty, that the tend^ of 
his endeavours to accomplish a condition between the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands imd these states 
hath been received by Congress, as a fresh proof of his 
solicitude for their interests. That previous to the 
communication of this his Most Christian Majesty's 
friendly purpose, Coi^ress, impressed with the impor- 
tance of such a conn^cion, had confided to Mr. John 
Adams full powers to enter, on the part of the United 
States, into a treaty of amity and commerce with the 
United Provinces, with a special instruction to conform 
himself therein to the trE».ties subsisting between his 
Most Christian Majesty and the United States. That 
Congress do, with pleasure, accept hb Most Christian 
Majesty's interposition, and will transmit further powers 

■ lUs report, in tha vrltbg of Eliaa Boudinot, 1b fn dw Papva qf lAt CbmAiMtaJ 
Congrtu, No. 40, II, folio 8fi. 

^ These lesolutioiu tad. (iie commiHion fallowing wete entered only in the inanu< 
Bcript8ecretJoiirnal,l\)raigDAfIaira,andiDBecretfoiinul,No.4. Acopf blaSecrat 
Jounul, No. «, Vol. III. 
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to Mp. AdftB as [their mimster at the Ha^e] to form 
a dofonaiTQ [treaty of] aUiance between his Most Christian 
Majesty, the Uoited Provinces, and the United States, 
having for its object, and limited in its duration to, 
the present war with Great Britfun. That he will be en- 
joined to confer on all occasions in the most confidential 
manner with his Most ChristianMajesty's miniBter at the 
Hague; and that provisional authority will also be sent 
to admit his Catholick Majesty as a party. 

Resolved, That M i »^. T - n>tw Aflftm n [the minister pleni- 
potentiary of these United States at the Hague] be and 
he is hereby instructed to propose a-dofooflivo [a treaty 
of] alliance betwerai his most Christian Majesty, the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, and the United 
States of America, having for its object, and limited in 
its duration to, the present war with Great Britain, and 
conformed to the treaties subsisting between his Most 
Christian Majesty and the United States. 

That the indispensable conditions of the alliance be, 
that their High Mightinesses the States General of the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands shall expresdy 
rec<^nise the sovereignty and independence of the 
United States of America, absolute and unlimited, as 
well in matters of government as of commerce. That 
the war with Great Britain shall be made a common 
cause, each party exerting itself accordii^ to its dis- 
cretion in the most effectual hostility against the com- 
mon enemy; and that no party shall conclude ^ther 
truce or peace with Great Britain without the formal 
consent of the whole first obt^ed; nor lay down 
their arms until the sovereignty and independence of 
these United States shall be formally or tacitly assured 
by Great Britain, in a treaty which shall tenninate the 
var. 
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That M p t Jv AdMH fl [the said minister] be and he 
hereby is farther instructed, to unite the two republicks 
by no stipulations of ofiFence, nor guaranty any posses- 
sion of the United Provinces. To inform himself, from 
Mj. John -Jay [the minister of these United States at 
the Court of Spain,] of the progress of his n^otiations 
at the said Court; and if an aUiance shall have been 
entered into between his Catholick Majesty and these 
United States, to invite his Catholick Majesty into the 
dofenoivo alliance herem intended ; if no such alliance 
shall have been formed, to receive his Catholick Majesty, 
should he manifest a disposition to become a party to 
the alliance herein intended, according to the instruc- 
tions given to Mf . Joy [t^e said minister] at the Court 
of Spain. 

And - to - oDtoi ^ intoPo - l>oaty - of ( i mity ''( wwi - oommoF e & - wit i b th fr Uni t od 
Ppoyin e e fr onle as tho a lliaaowrfoFoo a id ohnll bo Mooptod 

(n^'^^^DK^C to OP t^oij p a rtt if ovortui i c g from whkh h a cftB Het 
TTJt h h nnn r r nnrrln i T in ll p n fi h t T fi hfinn i^ mnrtj mhrt n 

b y Tirtue of his fownof uiB t metionsi 

[That in all otlier matters not repugnant to these 
instructions, the said mioister at the Hague do use his 
best discretion.] 

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiaiy of th»e 
United States at the Hague be and hereby is instructed 
to confer in the most confidential manner with his Most 
Christian Majesty's minister there. 

Ordered, That the foregoing resolutions be communi- 
cated to Df. FMmhlin and Mj. Joy foquiriag th<«n 
4» [our ministers at the Courts of VersaiUes and Madrid, 
that they may] furnish eveiy information and aid in 
their power to Mr. Ad t tt ag [our minister at the Hague] 
in the accomplishment of this business. 
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Ordered, That a PLenipotentiaiy Gommission be pre- 
pared authorismg Mr. John Adiuns to enter into the 
d e fon e iTO alliance aforesaid: 
Bo B olTodj Tb ti t m pIonipot e ntMHy conmu aa ion bo piop a rod outh e F - 
iaing Mfi J a y to iaoiflt in tho pwso a ding ne g ot i intion ' s hould -bi g 
^ nfi hnlinTr m n jnnt i j mimifT Yit n l ii np nni t ir tn t i n hn ntrmn ft r n rt i j t n thr 
de fai fl » fr* IliMw er' 

Resolved, That the following commission be issued to 
Mr. John Adams, for the purpose aforesaid : 

The United States in Congress assembled to all who 
shall see these prraents, send greetii^. 

Whereas a union of the force and oooli ^ott of tiie 
several powers engaged in the war agunst Great ^tain 
may have a happy ofFo et in eondu e tia^ tendency to bring 
the said war to a happy speedy and &vourable issue; 
and it being the deare of these United States to oomont 
ftTi flni^n ond tp^i^ in^TPftt ' f^ f^wTH^Trinn form an alliaace 
between them and the United Provinces of the Nether- 
lands: Know ye, thebepore, that we, confiding in the 
integrity, prudence and ability of the honourable John 
Adams, loito oomnaaflaionef - ol tbo-^nitod ' S toto s of 
AiB ELOPioo at tho Court of Vefsoalloo r Into delegat e in 
CoB ffl o e e ifom - tho S tnto of M a eoaebnflotta and chief 
juatieo ol tho- s aid -S ta t e, ' have nominated, constituted 
and appointed, and by th^e presents do nominate, 
constitute and appoint him the said John Adams, our 
ooinmiBsi < » CT minista* plenipotentiary, giving him full 
powers, general and special, to act in that quality, to 
confer, treat, agree and conclude, with the person or 
persons vested with equal powers by his Most Christian 

> lUi report, in (ih« wridng of Edmund Randolph, except the portions in bncketa 
which ue is Tbotoaa UcK«*n'a writing, ia in the Paptn tffAe OotUmenUil Confnu, 
No. 25, 1, folio 403. 
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Bfajesty, and their High MightineeseB the States General 
of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, of and con- 
cerning a treaty of alliance between his Most Clmstian 
Majesty, the United Provinces of the Netherlands, and 
the United States of America; and whatever shall be so 
agreed and concluded for us and in our name, to rign, 
and thereupon to make such treaty, conventions and 
agreements as he shall judge conformable to the ends 
we have in view; hereby pronurang, in good faith, that 
we will accept, ratify and execute whatever shall be 
f^reed, concluded and signed by him oiu* said minister. 
In witness whereof we have caused these presents to 
be signed by our Prendent, and sealed with his 
seal. 
Done at Pluladelphia, this dxteenth day of August, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of our inde- 
pendence, by the United States in Congress as- 
sembled.' 

(Signed) Thomas McEean, President. 

Attest. 

Chables THOkraoN, Secretary. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clodc to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17. 1781 

A letter, of 8, from General George Washington, was 

read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] 

Vammn, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

' This report, in the writiiig of Ghariee Thomaon, to In the Pajun of the CbntHuntoI 
Congrtu, No. 25, 1, folio 457. 

* This lettcf is in the Paper* t4 1>» (SmtfncRloI Cvngnm, No. 152, X, folio 211. It 
ia piiated in the Wn»m^ of Tfathinfton (Poid), IZ, 333. 
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A letter, of 9, &om Gena^ P. Schuyler, was read, with a 
letter enclosed frtnn J. Deane : ' 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to money be 
referred to the Superintendant of Finance; 

That so much therefore as relates to the Caghnawaga 
Indians be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. ^amuel] LiTomore, 
Mr. [Joseph] Jones. 

A letted, of 16, from Brigadier General Moultrie was read, 
with a memorial from sundry oflScers late from South Caro- 
lina and Georgia:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of four: 

The members, Sfb*. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 

A memorial from D. C. Claypole, printer, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A rep(n*t &om the committee of the week was read; 
Whereupon, 

That the memorial o( Nathan Doreey sui^eon in the OontineDtal 
Navy now in tills City on his parole, from New York, requesting that 
his account may be settled and the balance paid him is reasonable 
and as there is at this time no Admiralty Board to attend to and 

adjust his clium that Pinnel Paymaster of the Navy Board 

be authorised to settle tiie account of tiie Memorialist and certify 
the same to Congress. 

Thai the Petition of Joseph McMuUin praying that the hire of his 
waggon and four horses employed in the service of the public in the 
Southern Department and ths price of tiie said Team which he 
afterwards sold to the public may be paid him, be referred to the 
Board of War to report.* 

■ This lettar is in the Papat of the Ctmiinenial Oongrm, No. 153, III, folio SOfi. 

* Ti^ letter M in iti6 Pttptn of At OonHnental Congnu, No. 16S, folio 521. 

* This memorial, dated Augnat 17, I78I, is in. the Papen of Ae Continental Congrtm, 
No. 41, II, foUo 114; the letter banamittlDg it ia in No. 78, VT, folio 61. 

< Thia report, in the vri ting of Joseph lonee, is in the Pajw-t q^ fft< OimCuimtal Cm- 
«KM, No. 32. folio 221. 
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Ordered, That a memorial of Nathan Dorsey, surgeon d 
the continental navy, be transmitted to Joseph Fennel, pay- 
XDasbese of the navy board, who is hereby authorised to settie 
the accoimt of the memorialist, and certify the same to 
Congress; 

That a petition of Jos^h McMullin be referred to the 
Board of War. 

A petition of O. Crowninshield, N. Silsbee and J. Collins, 
merchants of Salem, was read : ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Edmxmd] Randolph, iSi. [Nicholas] 
Van Dyke, Mr. [James] Duane. 

Congress took into conad^^tion the report of the committee 
appointed by the resolution of the 7th, to confer with agents 
to be appointed by the people of the New Hampshire Grants, 
on the west side of Connecticut riv^; and to whom was 
referred a letter from Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bezaleel 
Woodwtffd, wherein they represent, that the said J. Fay, 
I. Allen and B. Woodward, have produced to them a commis- 
^on, under the hand of Thomas Chittenden, esq. empower- 
ing them, among other things, "to repair to the American 
Congress, and to propose to and receive from them terms of 
an union with the Umted States"; Whereupon, 

The United States in Coogresa Assembled desiroua of bringing to 
a speedy deciuon tba dUum of the people mbabiting the Territory 
called Vermont to independence and an admiasioa into the con- 
federation, upon tJte grounds laid down in the resolutions of the 
7*^ day of this instant, and Jonas Fay, Ira Allen, and Bezaleel Wood- 
ward Esquires producing a commission under the hand of Thomas 
Chittecd^ Esquiie, impowering them among other things to propose 
to and receive from them terms of an Union of this said Territory 
wiUi the United States, and requesting to be heard on the subject 
of their mission. 

I TUb petition ii In tbe Papen of the CorUinental Congreu, No. 42, II, foUo 118. 
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Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee appointed 
under the resolutions aforesaid to eonfop - witb [recaive the propositiooB 
of] the said Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bezaleel Woodward Esquires 
in tbo B MBe - manneft - a fl lf thoy had boon oommisoionod fteooFda ^-te 
tbe -Ba id '- FooolutionB giving [relating to the subject of their mission 
and to give] notice to the Delegates attending Congress from New 
Hampshire and New York of the time and place of auoh eonfoPODoe 
[leceiTing such propositions] and to report thereupon. 

Resolved, That this resolution shall not be construed into a de- 
parture from the pledge made by Congress in the resolutions afore- 
said to the States aforesaid.* 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the committee to 
confer with the said Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bezaleel Wood- 
ward, on the Bubject of their mission. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 30. 1781 

A letter, of 6, from W. Winthrop, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

A letter, of July 1, from San' Parsons at Martineque; and 

A letter, of 7 February, from O. Pollock at New Orleans, 
was read.' 

A lett^, of 18, from J. Brown, enclosing a letter, of 14, 
from Mr. Holk^, with sundry papers enclosed, was read : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, iSx. 
[William] Sharpe, Irlr. [George] Clymer. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

' Thia report, in the writing of Edmnnd Randolph, exc«pt the porlionB in bntcketi, 
which Etfe In that of Thomaa McKean, is in the Papen of the CoiUinmial Congrai, 
Ko. 40, n, ioUo 87. 

■ Pollock's letter is in the Papert of Uu CvrUinenUU Congrtn, No. 60, folio 261. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



884 Jownals cf Congress 

Ordered, That a letter, of 16, from James Jay be referred 
to a committee of three: ^ 

The members, Mr. [Jamea BGtchell] Vamum, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee; 

That a letter, of 20, &om Doctor Oliphant, with a paper 
enclosed, be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 29 May, from Major General Greene, was read, 
with sundry papers enclosed : ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of Intel- 
ligence. 

The committee of the week was chosen: 

Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mi*. [James] Madison, lb. 
[Samuel] Livermore. 

A report from the Board of Treasury of the 16 was read, 
respecting bills of exchange drawn by British officers, Ua 
their subaiatance while prisoners of war in the State of Con* 
necticut, returned protested. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Eliaa] Boudinot, Mr. T[homa8] Smith, 
Mr. [George] Gymer. 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read, 
respecting sums of old continental money in sundry loan 
offices, &c.: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 
Mr. [Joseph] Jones. 

A report of the Board of War was read on the letter of 
Captain J. P. Jones, Major S. Nicholas, and a petition of 
Joseph Hardy: 

> Jay'a lettei is in the Paptn </ Ots ConHamtal Congnu, No. 78, XIII, folio S63. 
The committee report, in the writing of Jamea Mitchell Vunum, is indoned on the 
letter, asd ncommenda that 4680fg dollars opecie be psaeed to the credit ot Sir 
Jamea Jay. 

■ Olyphant'a letter is in the Pa^en (^ tftc CwiA-wenbd Cangtm, No. 76, XVII, folio 
337; Oreene'a ia in No. 166, H, folio SI. 
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War Offiob Avguri IS^ 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board hare considered the memorial of Captain P. Jonee, 
Major S. Nichok and Captain J. Hardj referred to them, and beg 
leave to observe that they are altogether unacquainted with the 
affairs of the Navy; as they are not poBseeeed of any of the papers 
rd&tive to the transaction of that Department. They know not 
what sums of money those Gtentlemen have received, or what ia due, 
or on what funds to recommend warrants for payment, without being 
liable to derange the appropriation of the funds already made in 
that Department; they are likewise unacquainted with the rank and 
mode of giving command to the marine ofBcers; under these circom- 
stances we flatter ouraelves Congress will pardon us in wishing not 
to give our opinion on a subject we have so little knowledge of.* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
the letter from J. Brown. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred a petition of 
Fabian Hamerly; and 

Wab Obtick August 16*^ 1781. 
Sib, 

The Board have considered the memorial of Fabian Hamerly 
referred to them, and beg leave to inform Congress that previous to 
exhibiting his memorial he appUed to the Board, and was informed 
by them, that they were of opinion the moneys charged were justly 
due; but from the low state of the Finances he could not receive 
imme<Uate payment; but supposed he might have his money funded 
oD interest until it could be paid. Which the Board are fully con- 
vinced is all the Superintendent of Finance will be able to do on 
account of monies due before his entering into office.* 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 9, from Cha Pettit, ddivered in their respective reports. 
Tbbasubt Ofbtob August IG^. 1781 

The Board of Treasury on the letter of Charles Pettit, dated 
August 9^ referred to them by the United States in Congress As- 
sembled, beg leave to report, 

' lUa report is in tha Faptn of the Conlijimtal Congrtu, No. 148, II, folio 103. 

■ This report is in the PaiMnq^tA«Conitn«rUaICotvr«H, No. 148,11, folio 170. 
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That were it proper for the Board to recommeiid an advance 
to Colonel Pettit to pay the clerks, mentioned in his letter, em- 
ployed in the business of the late Quartermaster General's Depart- 
ment, it would be needless in the present instance from the exhausted 
state of the Treasury, which cannot admit of any draughts in specie 
or paper.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of the 16, 
from Brigadier Geoeral Moultrie, enclosing a memorial from 
sundry officers of the South Carolina and Geoi^ lines, 
delivered in a report; "Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War direct rations of wood to 
be issued to the said officers until the further order of Con- 
gress.' 

The committee appointed to confer with Jonas Fay, Ira 
Allen and Bezaleel Woodward ; 

The committee on the letter, of 8, from General Wash- 
ington; and 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
G. Crowninshield and others, delivered in thrar respective 
reports: 

Congress took into conaderation the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to confer with J. Fay, I. Allen and B. 
Woodward, and thereupon came to the following resolution: 

The Committee appointed to confer with Jonas Fay Ira Allen and 
Bezaled Woodard Esq" Agents from the State of Vermont Report, 

That your Committee on the 18'^ Inst met the Agento from the 
State of Vermont and having informed them of the purpose of their 
present conference and that the Committee were ready to hear any 
proposition or to receive any Information the sfi Agente should think 
proper to communicate they deUvered to your Conmiittee the paper 
writing numbered 1 That thereupon Your Committee stated a 

> Thia report is in the Pap«nV A* Con^netOal Congrff, No. 136, V, folio 443. 
■ Thifl r«p(^ in tbe writing of Jtdm Uathmn, it in tho Papav of the Ctmtmmtal 
Q»VM», No. 19, IV, foUo 463. 
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number of Questions in writing and requested written answers thereto 
from the s* Agents which we accordingly returned to your Cktmmittee 
and both Questions and Answers are contained in the Paper writing 
numbered (2) 

That your Committee having thus obtained all the Information on 
the subject referred to them, that the tfi Agente could communicate 
beg leave to submit the same to Congress, together with sundry papers 
dehvered to your Committee by the s? Agents for the Information of 
Congress relative to the past proceedings of the State of Vermont.* 

It being the fixed piirpoee of Congress to adhere to the 
guarantee to the states of New Hampshire and New York, 
contained in the resolutions of the 7th instant: 

Resolved, That it be an indispensible preliminaiy to Uie 
recognitioa of the independence of the people inhabiting the 
territory called feo g tot e of Vermont, to indopondonoo and 
«» thdr admission into the federal union, that they explicitly 
fftlinq iiiRh all demands of lands or jurisdiction on the east 
dde of the west bank of Connecticut river, and on the west 
side of a line, be^nning at the north-west comer of the State 
of Massachusetts) thence running twenty miles east of 
Hudson's river, so far as the said river runs north-easterly 
in its general course; then by the west boimds of the town- 
ships ^-^A^eHsr^'ettlte^f-Claetle^^tSttl^^bMtoBrMid-SHfi- 

govemment of New Hampshire to the river running from 
South Bay to Lake Champlain, thence along the said river to 
Lake Cham^plain, thence along the waters of Lake Ch^nplain 
to the latitude 45 degrees north, excepting a neck of land 
between Missiskoy Bay and the waters of Lake Champlain. 
On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [^^^lliam] Sharpe, 

■ Thifl report, in the writiiig of Eliaa Boudinot, ia ia tlu Paptn of Iht Coniituittal 
Confirm, No. 40, II, folio 1. 
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New Bampslwe, 






DOamire, 






Mr. liTermore, 


ay 


• 


Mr. McEean, 


ay 




tHuMdimetli, 






VsoDyke, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Partridge, 


V 




Maryixui, 






Osgood, 


•y 


ay 


Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 




fiioit Itlrnid, 






Carroll, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Momy, 


«y 


* 


Twyimo, 












Mr. Madison, 


ay 




Mr. Elbworth, 


.y 




Bland, 


ay 




German, 


•y 


ay 


M. Smith, 


ay 


ay 


Nta York, 






Randolph, 


ay 




Mr. Duuie, 


no 




NoraOarMiM, 








BO 


no 


Mr.Sharpe, 


ay 


• 


NmJerity, 






SoutK OjrdiiM, 






Mr. Boudinot, 


•y 




Mr. Mathem, 


no 




Elmer, 


ay 


ay 


Bee, 


ay 
ay 


ay 


Mr. Atlee, 


•y 




CMTiria, 






aymer, 


«y 


ay 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 




T. Smith, 


»T 




Howly, 


ay 


ay 



So it was resolved in the affiimatiTe. 

The comimttee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasiiry respecting bills of exchange delivered in 
a report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1781 

The comimttee of the week made report; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a petition from William Hardy and Jane 

his wife, administratrix of the late Captain Hawkins Boon, 

be referred to the Board of War; 
That a memorial from Alexander AfoCaslgr be referred to 

the Board of Treasury.* 

' This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, ia in the Paptrt o/0ie ContiTunlak 
Congrm, No. 32, folio 223^ HcCaakey'a memorial, dated Auguot SI, 1781, Ib in No. 
41, VI, folio 263; Hwdy'e petition ia ia No. 42, III, folio 428. 
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The report of the committee Ijconsisting of Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Yamimi, }&x. Shermanjl on the letter, of the 8, from 
General Washington, was tf^en into consideration, wherein 
the committee state: 

The Committee to whom the letter from the Commander m Chief 
of the 8*^ instant was referred do report 

"that at a meetir^ of the commissaries of prisoners for both 
parties, at Germantown, in the month of June, 1778, a 
demand was made by the American commissary for payment 
of a number of Canadian officers, taken at St. John's and 
Chamblee, and sent into the British lines in 1776. The 
British commissary at the same time demanding £in allow- 
ance for four hmidred and forty American prisoners taken at 
the Cedars, and returned on parole: that it was then agreed 
between the said commissaries that both these demands 
should rest, one gainst the other, till the British commissary 
should obtain a certificate"; 

from Oovemor Carleton of Canada, testifying the true rank of the 
said Canadian Officers, when a mutual settlement of eadi of these 
demands should be made. That the British Commissary hath not 
yet given any notice of his having obtained any such certificate. 
Your Committee beg leave to mibmit the following resolutionai 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and he is 
hereby authorised, to go into a full exchar^ of Lieutenant 
General Biu^ojrne, and all the remaining officers of the Con- 
vention of Saratoga, with the enemy, in such manner as to 
him shall appear most conducive to the general interests of 
the Umted States. 

Resolved, That the prisoners taken by the enemy at the 
Cedars, may be considered as subjects of exchange, notwith- 
standing any former resolutions of Congress to the contrary; 
and that the Commander in Chief be, and hereby is instructed 
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to chai^ in the intended exchange, the several officers taken 
in Canada, and whose ranks were disputed by the enemy 
and engaged by their conunissaiy to be settled and adjusted 
in manner aforesaid, according to the ranks mentioned in 
their paroles, unless the enemy produce sufficient proof of a 
different rank.* 

The report of the committee on the report of the Board of 
Treasuiy relative to certain bills of exchange, waa taken into 
consideration; and, thereupon. 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and he is 
hereby instructed to remonstrate to the commanding officer 
of the British troops, on the subject of sixteen sets of bills of 
exchange, drawn by sundry British officers prisoners of war, 
in payment of the allowance of two dollars per week, allowed 
them by Congress, and by the said officers ordered to be 
protested, 6s appears by ^e several protests attending the 
said bills; and that he report the answer of the aaid com- 
manding officer to Congress: 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury furnish the com- 
mander in Chief with certified c<^ies of the said bills, pro- 
tests, and the lettera attending them, without montionia g 
the nomo of William Ponoldaon tho writo? of - ono of tho 

The report of the committee on tiie report of the Board of 
War respecting Robert Elliot, lieutenant on an expedition to 
New Orleans, was taken into consideration; and Thereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War issue a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favoiu- of Robert Elliot, for thirty 
thjoo pounda - 8ovon r- Bh * HaB g8- ftnd eixpoftoo Pongylvonia 
e ttJfOB e y eighty-nine dollars specie that sum appearing to be 

' ThiB report, im the mitiiig of Eliu Boudinot, is in tha Papen of the OonKnoUol 
Congreti, So. 19, VI, folio 359. 

■ Tfaia report, in the vriting of Eliaa Boudinot, ia in the Papen qf iht ContiMnM 
Cmgrai, No. 26, folio 309. 
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due to him from the first day of January, 1778, to the last of 
March inclusive for pay and retained rations.' 

On motion of the committee to whom was referred tiie 
report of the Board of Treasury of the 20th: 

Ordered, That so much of the said report as relates to 
supplying money to the steward of the hoxisehold of his 
Excellency the President of Congress be referred to the 
superintendant of finance to take order. 

A report of the Board of War, of the 14th, [13th] was 
taken into consideration, and after debate; 

Wae Office August IS^ 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have tinuisinitted the memorial of the officers of the 
fourth Regiment of ArtiUery referred to them, to the Commander in 
Chief for bis sentdments and have the honor to enclose Congress the 
copies of his letters on \ha& subject. The Commander in Chief is of 
opinion that the resolve of tiie 25"* of May bad not a retrospective 
operation and that tiierefore all promotions antecedent to this period 
should be made agreeable to the practice then existing which was 
that the officers of the four Raiments of ArtUlery and four Regi- 
ments of Cavalry respectively should rise lineally in the rank of 
field officers and re^mentally to Captainciee. 

The officers of the Fourth Raiment seem to rely on several resolves 
of Congress as set forth in their Memorial, and on the Articles of 
Confederation, and are of opinicfn that after their ratification the 
lineal connection with respect to the four R^;imenta of Artillery was 
dissolved. The Articles of Confederation were ratified the first day 
of March in tiie present year and Col. Proctor resigned the 19"" of 
April. 

The Board beg leave to BUggest to Congress the necessity of a 
speedy deternuoation as there is great uneasiness among the officers 
n^iich in all probability may affect the good of the service. The 
ComnusaionB required by the Commander in Chief in his letter of 
the 8"' of June have been made out; but are [not] authorized untill 
the pleasure of Congress shall be known.* 

I Thu report, in tli« wiitisg of Thomaa Smltli, is in the Fapen of the (hfttmmtal 
GongrtMt, No. 19, II, folio 217. 

■ This report ia in the Papers of llie ConUntntal Congrtu, No. 148, II, folio 197. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a conunittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Jamee Mitchell] Vunumf Mr. [Hieo- 
dorick] Bland, Mr. [Rf^er] Sherman: 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee 
on the report of the Board of War of the 9th: 

The members added, Mr. [Bamuel John] Atlee, Mr. [<jeoi:ge] 
Walton. 

The del^ates of Vii^inia laid before Congress a letter, of 
19th, from A. Spotswood:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James AHtchell] Vamum, Or. [James] 
Duane, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

On a reconsideration of the resolution respecting Uie 
people inhabitii^ the New Hampshire Grants, it was altered 
and agreed to as follows: 

It being the fixed purpose of Congress to adhere to the 
guarantee to the states of New Hampshire and New York 
contained in the resolution of the 7th instant. 

Resolved, That it be an indispensible preliminary to the 
recognition of the independence of the people inhabiting the 
territory called Vermont and their admission into the federal 
Union, that th^ explicitiy relinquish all demands of lands 
or jurisdiction on the east side of the west bank of Connecti- 
cut river and on the west side of a line beginning at the 
northwest comer of the State of Maasachusetto, thence 
running twenty miles east of Hudson's river so far as tiie 
said river runs northeasterly in its general course, then by 
the west bounds of the townships granted by the late govern- 
ment of New Hampshire to the river running from South 
Bay to Lake Champlain, thence along the said river to Lake 
Champiain, thence along the waters of Lake Champlain to 
the latitude forty-five degrees north, excepting a neck of 

> This letter la in tbe Paptn a^Ou Contmmtol Congnm, No. 78, XXI, folio 100. 
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land between Missiskoy Bay and the wat^s of Lake Cham- 
plain. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

^VEDNESDAY. AUGUST aa, 1781 

A letter, of 17, from General Waahit^jton, was read •} 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
on the 28 of July to confer with the Ckimmander in Chid, 
the superintendant of finance and the Board of War. 

A memorial of Christian Wirtz; and 

A letter, of 22, from M. Livingaton, were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

On motion of Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, seconded by Ifr, 
[Richard] Howly: 

Ordered, That tlie report of the Board of Treasuiy, of the 
11, on the memorial of Alexander H^uy, be refeired to a 
comnuttee of three: 

The members, Mr. [William] Sharpe, Mr. [George] Walton, 
Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
[Edmund] Kandolph, 

Resolved, That in case General Burgoyne sh^ have been 
exchanged for the hon*^ Henry Laurens, credit shall be given 
for the officers which may be received for him in the general 
exchange, authorised by the resolution of the 2l8t. 

The committee to whom was referred the business before 
the grand committee delivered in a report: 

Ordered, That it be an order of the day for to Morrow. 

' A copr of thia letter is In the Paptn o/tht GmHnmUd Congnu, No. 1S9, ▼tdume 
8, pigs in. 

■ LtriogBtoo'i letter i« in the Papert <if tfti Ctmtmental C^mgrtu, No. 78, XIV, 
IoUo4SB. 
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The Committee appointed to piepue an GxpoeitioQ of the Confed- 
eration, a plan for ita complete execution and supplemental articles 
report, 

That they ou^t to be ducharged from the expontion of the Con- 
federatioQ because such a comment would be Toluminous if coexten- 
sive with the subject, the omission to enumerate any Congressional 
powers become an argument against their existence, and it will be 
early enough to insist upon them, when they shall be exercised and 
disputed. 

They farther report that the Coofed^ation requires execution in 
the foUowing manner 

1 By adjusting the mode and proportions of the Militia aid to be 
furnished to a sister State labouring under Invaaion. 

2 By describing the privileges and immunities to which the citizens 
of one State are entitlE»d in another. 

3 By setting forth the conditions upon which a criminal is to be 
deliT** up by one State upon the demand of the executive of another. 

4 By declaring the method of exemplifying records and the oper^ 
ation of the Acts and judicial proceedings of the Courts of one State 
omtravening those of the States in ^lich they are asserted. 

5 By a form to be observed in the notification of the appointment 
or suspension of Delegates. 

6 By an oath to be taken by every I>el^;ate against secret trusts 
of salaries. 

7 By specifying the privileges of delegates from arrests, imprison- 
ments, questioning for free speech and debates in Congress saving as 
well their amenability to their constituents, as protesting against the 
authority of individual legislatures to absolve them from obligations 
to secrecy. 

8 By instituting an oath to be taken by the 0£Scers of the 17. S. 
or any of them against presents, emoluments, c^Sce or title of ai^ 
kind from a King Prince or Foreign State. 

By one universal plan of equipping, training and governing the 
AGlitia. 

10 By a scheme for estimating the value of all land within each 
State granted to or surveyed for any person or persons together with 
the buildings and improvements thereon: and the appointment of 
certain periods at which payment shall be made. 

1 1 By establishing rules for captures on land and the distribution 
of the sides. 
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12 By ucertaining the jurisdiction of Coogreea in territorial ques- 
tions. 

13 By erscting a mint. 

14 By fixing a Standard of weights and measures throu^iout 
the U.S. 

15 By ^pointing a ComT for Indian ofFairs. 
18 By r^ulatii^ the Post-Office. 

17 By establishing a Census of white Inhabitants in each State. 

18 By publishing the Journal of Congress monthly. 

19 By registering seamen. 

20 By liquidation of old accounts against the U. S: and 

21 By providing means of animadverting on delinquent States. 
Rof^ved, that of the preceding articles, the 9*^ be referred to the 

Bofffd of War, the 

13*^ 14'!' and 16? to the Sup' of Finance and the others to a Com*f 
in order that the subject matter thereof may be extended in detui 
for the conraderation of Congress. 

And Your Committee further report, 

That as America became a Confederate Bepablic to crush the 
present and future foes of her Independence ; 

As of this Republic a general Coundl is a necessary organ; 

And without the extension of its power in the cases hereinafter 
enumerated War may receive s fatal inclination and peace be exposed 
to daily convulsion; 

It be resolved to recommend to the Several States to authorise the 
U. S. in Congress assembled, 

1 To lay Embargoes in time of war without aoj limitation. 

2 To prescribe rules for impreeaing property into the service of the 
U. 3. dining the present war. 

3 To appoint the Collectors of and direct the mode of accounting 
for taxes imposed according to the requisitions of Congress. 

4 To recognise the Independence of and admit into the federal 
Union any part of one or more of the U. S., with the consent of tho 
dismembered State. 

5 To stipulate in treaties with foreign nations for the establishment 
of consular power, without reference to the States individually. 

6 To destraia the property of a State delinquent in its assigned 
proportion of Men and Money. 

7 To vary the rules of su&age in CongresB, taking caie that in 
qnestions f cr wa£^ var 
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Qnnting letters of marque sad reprisal in time of peace 

Concluding or {^ving tnatructirais for any alliance 

Ccuning money 

Begulating the value of coin 

Detenuining the total number of land and sea forces and allotting 
(o each State its quota of men or money. 

Emitting bills of credit. 

Borrofring money. 

Fixing the number and force of Veasels of War, and appointing a 
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy. At least two thirds of 
the U. S. shall agree therein. 

Beaolved, That a ComT be appointed to prepare a representation to 
the several States of the necessity of these supplemental powers and 
of puisuing in the modification thereof, one uniform plan.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



THURSDAY. AUGUST 33, 1781 

A memorial from the bon'^ the Minister of France was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the ccnmnittee on the pro- 
posed convention respecting the powers, &c., aS oonsuk, 
vice consuls and agents.' 

A report of the committee of the weak was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a petition of John Gompti be referred to the 
Board of War.' 

The report of the committee on the report of the Board of 
War on the letter, of 27 July, from T. Pickering, quarte> 
master general, respecting forage collected and used in Weet- 

> ISiiB nport, in the wridng of Junes Uitchell Vimom, ia In the Papm <^ A» Coor 
tmmlal Qmgrw, No. 24, loUo 49. It li indoned "deliTcrod in Angost 22, 1781. 
Conunittee: Hr. Randolph, Hi. EUnnvth) Ur. Vtmnin", *nd ia in the liat ot post. 
poned i^Ktrts in No. 31, tolio 371-*. 

■ Thia order wu alio entered in maniucript Secret Jounutl, Foreign Aflkin. 

* This report, in (he writing of Samoel J^m Atlee, !■ in the Paper* 0/ lft« CkmCwwalsI 
Congrtu, No. 32, lolio 227. 
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Chester County, was taken into coofflderation, and after 
debate: 

Hie Committee to whom was referred the Keport of the Bosrd of 
War upon the Quarter Master Qeneral's Letter respecting Forage in 
West Chester County in the State of New York, beg Leave to report 
the following Besolution: 

That the Quarter Master General take an exact Account of the 
Number of Horses, Oxen and fat Cattle belonging to the Allied Armjr, 
that haVB been or shall be pastured Id the County of West Chester in 
the State of N'ew York during the present campaign, ascertaining the 
Number of days respectively; a nd -t bo - aMnb ws-e f - HoT se ot Oroii[ ^i pd 
fa t CnmB b e loD g ^g to ea eh Aimji a gd -g i¥tyCortifico t c 8 and that he 
ffm Certificates accordii^ly from Time to "nme to any person or 
persons who shall be authorised to recrive the same. 

Resolved, That the allowance and Pay for Forage consumed as 
aforesaid, must be referred to future Adjustment and a Settlement 
between the United States and the State of New YoA.* 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

J. Fennel, paymaster of the navy board, having according 
to order settled the account of Nathan Dorsey and certified 
the same to Congrees: 

Ordered, That it be returned to him for payment. 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 18 June, from 
the govemOT of Massachusetts, was taken into consideration, 
and after debate: 

Ordered, That the same be refeored to the superiatendant 
of finance, and that he report thereon with all convenient 
dispatch. 

The report of the committee on the reports before Congress 
previous to the 25 July was taken into consideration; and 
Thereupon, 

Tba committee appointed to revise the teports depending befmre 
CongresB on the risth 25*^ day of July 1781, and teport which of them 

>TUai«port, inllievTitiiigof JamMWtcheUTanium,iaintlMJ^p«n^a«Cim> 
(Mun&iJ OlmiraM, No. 10, V, fcdio 163. Bee |>cw(, September 7. 
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aiB fit to be acted upon, report that the following reports of the 
Board of War, to wit: 

The reports — BMAiadat& 

For dischai^isg the brigade chaplain of h^ dragoons. 27 May 1779 
For paying for the leaden spouts, taken for public use 

from the city of Philadelphia 24 July 1779 

For recompencing James Byara for laying himself out 

for the busiDess of a public founder, and cancelling 

the contract made with him 23 Dec. 1780 

For paying Benjamin Darrell for the hire of a veesel, 

employed in transporting certain persons (prisoners) 

from Chaxleatown _ 17 July 1781 

For equipping Geographer Hutchins.. 17 July 1781 

For paying for the passage of certain officers from 

Charlestown 20 July 1781 

Ought to be acted upon. 

That the report relative — 
To arms, cloathing, Ac being private property lost by siHi^diu. 

soldiers 3 Dec. 1779 

To the rank and leave of absence for Colo. Fletny 3 Feb. 1781 

To equipping Moylan'e regiment 7Mftr. 1781 

To the western department 19 Mar. 1781 

To the rank of Brigadier Oeneral Thompson 3 Apr 1 1781 

To furnishing money to Dr. Peres ..16 May 1781 

To the medical department 11 June 1781 

To permitting Lieutenant Moore of the Convention 

prisoners to go to Ireland on parole 12 June 1781 

To the western frontietB on Colo. Broadhead'a infor- 
mation 13 June 1781 

To the pay of J. D. Weaver, a discharged hospital 

mate 20 June 1781 

Ought not to be acted upon. 

That the following reports from the Board of Treasury, to wit : 

The report relative — B«Mb« dM*. 

To the payment of interest on loan office certificates.. 21 Jan'. 1781 

To Colo. Gist's expences to theCherokees 27 Feb'. 1781 

To salaries to the commissioners of loan offices 23 Feb'. 1781 
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To Ebenezer Oreeme, one of the hostages left in Canada. 7 Mar. 1781 

To Monar. du Coudray'a affaire 12 Mar. 1781 

To loan officers, who have neglected to make proper 

returns to the board of treasury 29 Mar. 1781 

Oug^t to be acted npon. 

That the report relatire — BmA( dttt. 

To the fancy-work of F. Hopfcinson 27 Oct. 1780 

To the ownere of certain quantities of rum. 22 Jan'. 1781 

To an advance of money to recruit Armand's l^on..27 Jan'. 1781 

To paying J. Ross with billfl for eelJing tobacco 20 Feb. 1781 

To supplies furnished Mr. Holker 6 April 1780 

To the depretiation allowed certain civil officere 7 April 1781 

To Wm. Einnan's salary, as copperplate printer. 12 April 1781 

To money to be paid to Jacob !^tzeimer. 22 May 1781 

To money to be paid E. Hazard, and Mr. S. Johnson.. 6 July 1781 

Ought not to be acted upon. 

That the following reports from the Board of Admiralty, to wit^ 
The report relative 
To the rettun of British prisonere before the sailing of B«HiacdMa. 

tiie mwc^antmen 20 July 1780 

To appointnkent of Captain Nicholson to the com- 
mand of the Confederacy. 20 Oct. 1780 

To the arrest of Capt. Young 9 Dec. 1783 

To the payment of depreciation to the sailora of the 

TrumhvU 1 June 1781 

To fillmg up the Admiralty Board 28 Oct. 1779 

To a clOTfc for the Navy board 20 Dec. 1780 

To in intended voyage of the Active Packet 23 Dec. 1780 

To manning the BVigate TVumdtS 6 June 1781 

Ought not to be acted upon. 

That the Report relative B<Mtii|d«t*. 

To the payment of money to N. Bush 9 Oct. 1780 

To the commimications of the Minister of France as 

tocaptm«8 23 Jany. 1781 

To T. [J] D, Sdiweighauser's accounte. 16 June 1781 

Ought to be acted upon. 
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That the following reports of Special Gonunitteee to wit 

The report relative to 

An Inquiry into the conduct of Jamee Anderson for Bai^^ta. 

selling public hemp 25 Not. 1779 

A plan of conducting commercial affairs 20 Not. 1779 

Arranging reports May 1780 

General Greene as quarter master general 26 July 1780 

Bills to be furnished to Governor Rutiedge. 21 Aug. 1780 

The privileges of members of Congress 24 Aug. 1780 

A vessel belon^ng to Outs. Crowly lost in public 

service 10 Nov. 1780 

Continuing loan o£5cas 15 Not. 1780 

The memorial of New Jersey 24 Not. 1780 

Supplies to the French fleet and army 24 Not. 1780 

Taking off the emba^o 6 Deo. 1780 

Raising regiments of n^roes in Soutii Carolina and 

Georgia 8 Dec. 1780 

Ordering Sour from the magaanes in Connecticut 22 Dec. 1780 

The resignation of Adjutant Genial Scammdl 29 Dec 1780 

Tte recall of D' Franklin 28 Dec. 1780 

Specie for the use of prisoners 3 Feb'. 1781 

H' Laurens's confinement 2 Mar. 1781 

Provisions to be sent to Fort Pitt 2 Mar. 1781 

Removal of the German Prisoners 9 Mar. 1781 

Fumishii^ money to D' Binney 14 Har. 1781 

Ezpencee of General M*DougiJl in attending on Con- 
gress ISSept 1780 

Payment of interest on issuing tiie lulls ot credit of 

18* March 1780 2 April 1780 

Employment of the navy 29 June 1781 

ProvisionB on Hudson's River 21 May 1781 

Bank of Captain Jones and Captain Nicholson 29 June 1781 

Ought not to be acted upon. 

Iliat the Reports relative to B««tii«dMi. 

A Court of inquiry on General Howe; committed May 1780 

Detention of- the produce ot the sales of the Nostra 

S^iora'a cargo; committed 12 July 1780 

American seamen whom the British refuse to ezchangeL 7 Oct. 1 780 

Bikuey requested by General Lee 3 OcL 1780 
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The appointmoit of a oommercial agent 16Jaii'. 1781 

A mode of ascertaining the value of articles furnished 

to the public by individuals 31 Jan^ 1781 

'Die superseding of William Geddes as Fajmaster 

General being founded on expediency not any de- 

meritinbim 7 Peby. 1781 

The rank of captive ofllcers 12 Feb. 1781 

■He accounts of John Henderson 13 Feby. 1781 

The half pay &c. of Col. D. Campbell 16 Jany. 1781 

Paying S. Caldwell in bills of exobange 16 Mar. 1781 

Fumidiing supplies , 8 Mar, 1781 

House rent and compensation for extra services to 

J.CKbflon 26 Jany. 1781 

llie pay of deputy quarter masters and artificers 13 April 1781 

Tlie purchase of blankets and Indians near Scheneo- 

tady 29 Mar. 1781 

The reward of Mt Dumas'a Services 2 May 1781 

Joseph Baker's accounto 25 May 1781 

Retaliation for British cruelty 11 June 1781 

Ought to be acted upon. 

I tet o h eA., Th a t the -S ooFot ii Fy of - C e Hgre aa'- prop a ro ■• • gtate - of t he 
y e poito ^ fhieh -fl hall ' bo ' hw ea fter deliT e wd in t o his h a nda - of have boon 

■ If ea dy delivoi - od oin e e the day of July) ' 17 8 1^ a nd un a ct e d - upea 

q te ciJ^'iDg by - whom and - wh e imi a do tog e thoF with the ptttpoFt - th we oii ' 

BetoJived, That the Secretary of Congress prepare and ptoserre a 
edmilar state of all the reports deUvered at any time into his bands 
amce the »x^ 25 day of July 1781, so much as relates to a fitness or 
unfitness to be acted upon excepted, and that he read a list of all the 
depending reports every day immediately aitex the dispatches.* 

On a report of the Board of War of the 27 May, 1779: 

Resolved, That as the corps of light dragoons are generally 

detached from each other, which renders it impracticable for 

thdr laigade chaplain to perform the duties of his o£Eice, such 

a chaplain is imneceasfury; and that the present brigade 

* This report, in the vritiiig of Edmund Randolph, is in the Papai of Ute Con- 
tbiaOal Congrtm, No. 2S, folio 68. It ia included in the list ol reports in No. 31, 
folio a:!-". 
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chaplain to the light dragoons, if any there be, be discbai^ied 
&om the service. 
On a report of the Board of War of 24 July, 1779: 
Resolved, That the supreme executive cotincil of Fensyl- 
vanla be requested to appoint proper persons to make a just 
and oonooionablo appraisement of the leaden spouts taken 
in the year 1777, from the houses of sundry inhabitants of 
Philaddphia, by wder of Congreea, for the use of the United 
States; and that they direct the apprajsers to return to the 
Board of War and Ordnance such th^ valuation and 
appraiseanent. 

' Ofd e iwi) Tba l b th e Bo ft id of Wot a nd OrdnMio e on wooiving Ac 
Dttid a ppuMn e m e nt; dip we t th a oommiiM ft ry g e nei n l of mili te py -B toPc e to 
p a y th e duuib du e fc h e reon to ' th a FoopoetiTe - pe w ona ■ oDfci t lod - to 
F c e n iy e fc h e fl a m e ) b h th a iF ^pliodoni * 

On a report of the Board of War of 19 December, 1780: 

Resolved, That the Board of War and Ordnance be, and 
hereby are authorised and directed to take measures for 
vacating the contract made by order of Congress the 19 day 
of September, 1777, with James Byers, cannon-foimder. 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report of the Board of 
War be re-committed to the Board to take order. 

Odowd,tha i t the roport of tho Board of Waf,of 3 Fob 
Hingy47 8 1}OB ft momoiiri"Oi Ldonrtonapt - ^oIoBol Flouri ; 

Tbftt tbo Foport of tho sft id Bonid, of tho 6tb Mojohi 
17 8 1, with an o a timn t o for equippin g Colonel Moyl a n' s 



That tho foporto of tho aoid Boord) of 16 Moawh and 1 8 
Junot 17 8 1j roapee t i ag t ho wootom fgontiero ; 

That thoif foport) of 3 — Doeombof, 1770, rolatlTo to 
ft imay oloothingj Ao. ; 

■ The report ol July 24, 1779, fi in the Pafn «/ At OotOmtntal Congnti, No. 148, 
II, foUo 207. 
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Thftt thoif ropoit,of 16 May, 17 8 1, on tbo oa e o of Dooti 



That tbo gomnindof of thoJ ropo rt j- of 16 Jirno) on tho 
modiool dopartm eafrt 

^to t feoif Topori, of Juno 13, on the ea e o of Lioutonont 
Moopo ol fe e-- Con¥ODtion pri s opere -; 

That thoij Toport, of Juno 30, on tho oaoo of D. Woo yei^t 

That tboir foport e of Ju^ 17 and SO, - roapooting tho po s 
oc i goo of - e nndiy offioofa from Obaploetoffn -; bo no t aetod 



Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the Board 
of War, of 3 April, on a letter of Br^adier General Thompson, 
be postponed. 

Ordered, That the reports of the Board of Treasury, of 16 
and 18 January, 1781, relative to the payment of interest, 
be referred to a committee of three: 

The membero, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Geoi^] Qymer. 

B^lved, That the memorial and accoimts of Colonel 
Nathanid Gist, with the report of the commissioners of the 
chamber of accounts thereon, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury, and that they pass to the credit of the said Colonel 
Gist in the books of the treastiry such simi as they shall find 
to be justly due to him, the same to bear interest of six per 
cent, per annum from the time it ought to have been paid 
tmtil pajonent is made. 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of 7 
and 8 March, 1781, on the memorial of Captain Greene, be 
referred to the Board of War. 

Ordered, That a report of the Board of Treasury, of the 
23 February, 1781, on the salaries of the respective loan 
officers, be referred to the auperintendant of finance. 
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Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of 12 
Idarch, 1781, respecting the accounte of the late Mons du 
Goudray, be referred to a conunittee of three: 

Trkasuxt Omcni Mareh Ig^ 1781. 

The Boud of Treastuy to whom was referred tlie letter from the 
Hon**^ the MinistOTof France to his EzceQency the Fftsident of the 
United States in CoDgrees assembled on the subject of the affairs of 
the late Monsieur De Coudrsy dated the 4? instant beg leave to 
report as follows: 

That the Board have attentiTely considered the Memorial of Mon- 
sieur De Jardin, a brother of the deceased to Monsieur Qerard the late 
Minister of France to these United States, which states the following 
claims to be due to the Estate of the deceased, translated from the 
French in the following words: 

Due from the 1** of August 1776 according to the treaty 
a copy of which is with the Congress until the 15*^ ai 
Septeonber the day of his death, making thirteen 
months and a half at twenty-four thousand Uvres 

per annum amounts to 27,000 

From which is to be deducted — 

Beceived in the paper of the United States 
3623^ doUars at the rate of 578. Id. of 
France according to the Estimation of 
Congress making 10,067..2..7 

Granted for the return of his two servants 900..0..0 

10,957.. 2..7 

Balance 16,042..17..5 



The Board upon enquiry find that the sum charged for pay is 
according to the State given in by Mons. Le Brun Mom. Da Coudray's 
secretary, and which it is preetmied is conformable to the contract 
made wit^ Mr. Dean. They also find that the sum in paper currency 
is agreeable to the balance, as adjusted with Monsieur Le Brun; and 
that the only difficulty rests in estimating the value of the paper 
money in the money of France, so as to do equal justice. The 
claimant fixes the value of the dollar at 57. Sous Id mentioning it to 
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be the tttimoMon of Congress. This is valuing the dollar at 8om&- 
what less than three Uvres; and the Board presume it ia in coose- 
quauce of information the Monsieur de Jardin received from Le Bnm 
of the manner of his aettling the pay of the corps of officers who came 

to America under the of da Coudray and who returned 

with him (Le Bnm] to France, for it appears by the settlement of 
the pay roll of those officers in which the Frendi pay is converted 
into dollara at 5 livres the dollar, that a ballanoe of 7320 dollars was 
on the 17*^ of Kovember reported to be due and actually paid by a 
warrant on the Treasurer of the United States; afterwards Congress 
appointed a Committee to reconsider this report, who reported on 
the 14 of the same month (to which the Board refer) that the sum 
of fourteen thousand five hundred and eighty livres should be paid 
them in bills of exchange on the Commissioners in Paris, which was 
accordingly done, and valuing the dollar at five livres amoimted to 
2916 dollus. Upon what principle this allowance was made by the 
Committee does not appear, but the presumption is it was to reim- 
burse those officers the loss they would sustain in purdiasing bills 
upon France, and this opinion is strengthened, if the mode in which 
the account of General De Formoy was adjusted ia attended to: for 
it appeuB by an Act of the 16* of February the balance was to be 
taken in a Inll of exchange at 3 Uvres per dollar, "being the present 
exchange." This being the beat State of the buainees the Board can 
give, they beg leave to submit a report of the Commissioners of the 
C3iambers of Accounts made in consequence of an order of the Supei^ 
intendant of the Treasury of the 4*^ of Sept 1779, which is adjusted 
on the principal laid down in the before mentioned Memorial and 
constitutes a balance due to the heirs of De Coudray of 14,886 hvres 
4a. Id. but if the dollar is to be rated at five livres this balance will 
be reduced to 7325 hvree.' 

The members, Mr. [Jamee] Duane, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman. 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury, of 20 
March, 1781, with an accoimt of the loan officers who have 
n^ected to make proper returns to the Board, be referred 
to the superintendant of finance. 

• nia nport k In dw P^MM q^a« OoHlteMttl OmfKM, No. 136, V, folio 16S. 
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Ro e e i v e d, That tho joport of the Bonwl of Tpoftsmyt e j 
3 7 Oe t obog) 17 8 0, on an noe e tt a t - of P ; Hopkin a on ? 

Tha t theif ropo rt-e f ' 38 - J ft aaaEyi ' J b7 8 1 ] relotiTe t o th e 
owDOF B of ram } 

¥ bii t tfaeip l e pert) of 37 Jana a iyi 17 8 1) Foopoeting vas aef 
to fOQHiit Aimftnd'B legion ; 

That thoij roport) of 30 Fobnuayt 17 8 1| for-pftyiag 
Jv Bo afl witht e bae e o } 

Tha t tboip - ropof t of 6 Api i lf 17 8 1 t foopoeting ouppliea 
fiiHtidiod Mp. H efe^ 

That thoif foport) of 7 Aprils 17 8 1) rolatiTo to tho depto 
eiotion to bo allowed to eortoin oiyil offioow ; 

That thojj foport) of 13 April) 17 8 1} on Wm. Kinnan' H 

That thoig goporto) of 33 May and 6 July) 17 8 1^ fop 
money to bo paid to - Jj Hitgboimog - and - E. Ha aag d -y bo 
not ftotod on J 

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report of the 
committee on reporta be postponed. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred a letter, of 22, 
from Musco Livingston, delivered in a report ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be and hereby are em- 
powered to grant the proper passports to such vessel as shall 
be employed by Muscoe Li^nngston at his expence for the 
purpose of bringing his family from Jamuca on such terms 
as the said Board shall think proper.' 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [James] Duane, 

Ordered, That a circular letter be writtrai by the President, 
to the executives of the states unrepresented in Congress, 
ui^ing them, in the strongest terms, to send forward a full 
representation as expeditiously as possible. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

"I1iiinp<rtiiintbePap<raq/^(ft<a>niiR*nlaiCSoivrtti, No. 148, 11, (olio 209. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1781 

The r^>ort of the committee on reports was again taken 
into conaderation; and Thereupon, 

On a r^xirt of the Board of Admiralty of the 8th of July, 
1781: 

Ai>icnui.-nr Ofbiob July [June] 8^ 1781. 

The Board of Admiralty to whom the letters from T. [J] D. Sdiweig- 
hauBer were referred on the 3^ Instant have the honor to reprat to 
tiie United States m Congreea assembled as their opinion. — 

That as it is highly probable that Mr Palfrey, who was sppdnted 
Consul General for tiie Kingdom of France perished on his passage 
to that Countiy, Joahua Johnson Esqf, to whom it appears by said 
letters the Minister Plenipotentiary had applied to examine the 
accounts of T. [J] D. Schveighauser against the Frigate JSiavce, and 
who thought he was not authorized to do it, should by an act of your 
honorable body be empowered to execute that buaneas, and that 
the said Minister should be directed to pay the balance due to Ml 
Schweighauser, when said accounts shall hsTe been examined and 
Uquidated by Ml Johnson.' 

Resolved, That Joshua Johnson, esq. be, and he is hereby 
authorised to examine, audit and settle the accounts of 
T. [J] D. Schweighauser, against the frigate Alliance; and that 
the minister plenipotentiary of these United States at the 
Court of Versailles be, and he is hereby empowered and 
directed to pay the biJance that may be foimd due to the 
said T. [J] D. Schw^hauser, upon the liquidation and settle- 
ment of the said J. Johnson.' 

Ordered, That the instructions to the del^ates of Geor^ 
and their modon thereupon respecting Major General Howe, 
be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [E:dmund] Randolph; 

* TUb report U in the Paper* of the Contmealal Congn$$, No. 37, loUo 486. The 
indonameat ehowi that it ww deliTered and read June 15. 

* This lesolulion waa aiso flntwed in the numucript Secret JounuJ, Foteaga Aifain. 
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That the report of the committee, of 4 August, 1780, on 
the letter, of 12 July, fnnn J. Bradford, be referred to a 
committee of three: 

The members, Bfr. [Roger] Sherman, Bfr. [James] Doao^ 
JSi. [Geoi^] Gymer. 

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance^ 
was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The m^nbera, Mr. fThomas] Bee, Mr. [Samtiel] Osgood, 
Mr. [R<^er] Sherman. 

The committee Ijconaating of iSi. Montgomery, Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Atlee, Mr. Waltoa|| to whom were referred the reports 
of the Board of War, of the 10th and 15, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, TbsA until the further order of Congress, tlie 
treasurer of the United States be, and he is hereby authorised 
and directed to pay to Elizabeth Bei^n, by quarterly pay- 
ments, the simi of fifty-three dollars and one-tlUrd of a dollar 
per annimi, from the 13 day of July last. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Andrew 
Pepin for ^ghty dollars on accoimt.' 

On motion of Mr. M[eTiwether] Smith, seconded l^ Mr. 
[Joseph] Jones, 

Resolved, That the fin a noiw Superintendant of finance be, 
and hereby is directed to make provision for support of the 
civil list, agreeably to the resolution of the 30 day of July last ; 
the report of the Board of Treasury, and the act of Congress 
thereon of the 2d instant, notwithstanding. 

Ilie Committee to whom it was referred to arrange the reporta on 
file, in such order that those which call for most immediate Con- 
sideration Hhould be first taken up, 

■ Thifl letter la in the Papm q/'tAe CbiONuntaJ OmpriM, No. 137, 1, folio U7. 

*This report, fn the writing of Juom Larall, ii In the PaptnttfOi fTmrihmfUl 
Cbivnn, No. U, 1. foUo SU. 
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B^ leave to report, 

That among others the Reports bereafttt' mentioned remain on 
file undetermined and ought in iha opinion of your Committee to 
be taken up in the order following: 

1. Report of the Board of Treasury on General Arnold's Accounts. 

2. Report of the Board of Treasury on supplies for the fleet of his 
most Christian Majesty. 

3. Report for a treaty of Commerce with tiie United Provinces of 
the Netherlands. 

4. Report of a plan for conducting Commercial affairs. 
6. Report on Memorial of General Officers. 

6. Report on a Monument in honor of General Count Pulaald. 

7. Report on an account of William Duer Esq. 

That your Committee not having finished the business assigned 
to (hem beg leave to Eat again.* 

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of Charles 
Crowly, beg leave to Report, 

That hia claim against the United States, being founded on an 
impress of a vessel into public service, and lost in the necessary 
defence of one of them, cannot now be takea into condderation, but 
must remain to be considered with many other cases in the same 
predicament, heretofore postponed by divers reeiolutions of Congress.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the Week 

Report 

A letter from the Inspectors of the Press. Referred to the Com- 
mittee appointed to confer with the Superintflndant of Finance, upon 
the means of providing for the civil List. 

A Petition from John Mulhollon praying payment for Horses lost 
with Southern Army — 

* Thla repvt, in tha wriliiig of Junea Duane, la in the Papen of the CcmtuwnJaZ 
Ooivrm, No. 23, folio U. It wu delivsed tia-y 9, 1780, ud on Augiut 24, 1781, 
decided: " Hot to be Kted upon." 

* Thia teport, in the writing ol Oeoige Wshon, waa deliTered, as the IndorMment 
dwwa, on November 10, 1780, and taken up Auguat 24, 1781, when it wae decided not 
to act opOD it It IS in the Paptn of the CantmaUaX Congrai, No. 19, 1, folio 613. 
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Referred to the Board of War. 

A Letter from 'Williain Tumbull & Ct addressed to John Brown, 
Se& of the Admiralty, demanding the repUcing floor borrowed for 
the Frigate TrumbuU. 

Referred to the Bo a rd a t - Wmr Superintendant of Finance to take 
order. 

A letter from Qeorge Turner with sundry papers endooed. 

Referred to the Board of War.> 

Ordered, That a letter from the inspectors of the press be 
referred to the superintendant of finance; 

That a petition from John Mulhallon be referred to the 
Board of War; 

That a letter of William Tumbull & Co. to John Brown 
Secretary of the Admiralty be referred to the superintendant 
of finance to take order; 

That a letter from Geoi^ Turner, with sundry papers 
enclosed, be referred to the Board of War. 

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of C. Wirtz 
was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the memorial of C. Wirtz and the letter from 
the Board of War, with the paper enclosed on the subject of 
his account, be referred to ^e Board of Treasury, who are 
hereby directed finally to adjust the same. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock on Monday. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 37, 1781 

A letter, of 4, from Tho Jefferson, was read : 
Ordered, That the same be considered on Wednesday next. 
A letter, of 18, from General Washii^ton ; ' 
A letter, of 10, from the governor of Vii^nia; 
A letter, of 14, and one, of 21, from Major General Marquis 
de la Fayette, were read. 

'ThiareiK^ in the writinj; of Sunuol John Atlee, [sin the Pap«no/'tA« ConttOMtal 
Congreu, No. 32, folio 229; Hulhallon'H petition is in No. 42, V, folio 266; Turner' 
letter, <kted August 23, 1761, is in No. 78, XXH, folio 473. 

* This letter is in the Paptn t^tht OonHnmtal Cottgrm, No. 162, X, folio 219. 
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A letter, of 16, from N. Barber, was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the report 
of the Board of War respecting an allowance for depreciation 
to the staff of the aimy. 

The committee of t^e week made report; Whereupon, 

The Conunittee <A the week 

Report 

A Letter from Joseph Petmell pay master to the Navy Board. Sifl 

Referred to the Committee appointed to confer with the Superin- 
tend&nt of Finance upon M. Holker'a letter, demanding flower sup- 
plied the TrwnJbaU* 

Ordered, That a letter, of 23, from J. Pennell, be referred 
to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. I^homas] Smith, Mr. P^aniel] Mowiy, 
Mr. [Richard] Howly; 

That a letter, of 25, from the lieutenant governor and 
sundry members of council of the State of South Carolina be 
referred to a committee of three, who are to confer with the 
superintendant of finance on the subject: ' 

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
Mr, [Edmimd] Randolph; 

That a petition of Samuel Biyan be referred to the com- 
mittee of commerce; 

That a memorial of James Finley be referred to the Board 
of Treasury.* 

The committee to whom was referred Uie letter, of 16 
August, from James Jay; 

■ The ViiKinu letter is in the Papen of At OmtmeKtai Congmt, 71, II, foUo 121; 
Iafit3rette'fl, of the Uth, is is No. 156, folio 222, that of the Zliit being on folio 280; 
Berber's letter is in No. 78, IV, folio 241. 

* This report, In the writiog of Samiiel Jcdm Atlae, ia in the Papat qfth§ OotUiiuntti 
Oongrai, No. 82, folio 233. 

• This letter ia in the Papov o/ lA« OmtJnmdU QmyrvM, No. 72, folio 538. 

' Tlusnport, in the writing tA fiamnel Jobn Atlee, ie in the Papvt <^ tAc ConHnmted 
Congnu, No. 82, folio 231. Bryan 'b petition is in the Papen qfthe Cantintntal Con- 
grm, No. 41, 1, folio 361. FioUy's memorial is in the Papen o/ tlie QmtiMiUal Con- 
gnu. No. 41, 111, (oUo 262. 
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The committee on the letter, of 19th, from A. Spotswood; 
and 

The committee on the letter, of 24, from the supetintendant 
of finance, delivered in their several reports: 

Ordered, That a plan reported by the last mentioned com- 
mittee for r^ulating the business of the treasuiy office be 
referred to a committee of three: ' 

The members, Mr. [James] Duan^ Ur. [Geoige] Clymer, 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

A motion was xaade by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 
seconded by Mr. [Geoi^e] Walton: 

Besclved, Thai the Board of War take order for selling the Ouna 
and Stoma late belonging to the Sloop Argo in the State of Rhode 
Island and discharge a Bill drawn by the President of Congress on 
the Loan Officer of said State in favor of Mess" Nicholas and John 
Brown and bearing date the 3"* July A D. 17S1. 

fiwgf tw dt Thflt t r ho oannon and ebore a bolonging to th e S loop A r^ 
bo dinptw e d ' of ' by^ffdo f' Of tho S upownbondiml i of Finiipoo fe f-8 peei e| 
a nd that th e 8pe « d e Minip g bhorofrom - be depo e ited in the hnnd fr of - th a 
Ba id -fl up B rint e pd a nt oubjeo t to the fuburo opdop of Congw aB i ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

The report of the committee on the lettor, of 19, from A. 
Spotswood, was taken into consideration ; and Thereupon, 

Resolved, That the request of General Spotswood cannot 
at present be complied with.* 

A letter from J. Brown, ^iclosing a letter, of 16, from [the] 
navy board at Boston, was read ; Whereupon,* 

> Th« plan reported is in the Paptn <^th« ContintaUd Gongreu, No. 13A, V, foUo 445. 

> Thia motiaii, in the writiiiK ol Jamee Mitchell Vwnum, is in the Papert of the Con- 
tinaUal Congrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 2)7. The pwagnph struck out ia in the writing ol 
Theodoiick Bhtnd. 

■ This report ia in the Papat qf the ContmeRtai Ctmgrat, No. 78, XXI, folio 100. 
indoraad on Spotswood' n letter. 

* "Ota Navy Boards letter is in the Papen qf the Continental Congrae, No. 2B, folio 
245; Brown'B, dated August 27, 1781, is in No. 78, IV, foUo 245. 
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The report of the committee on the motion relative to ttie 
navy was taken into consideration, and after debate: 

Ordered, That it, together with the letters aforesaid, be 
re-committed, and that two members be added to the cont- 
mittee: 

The members, Mr. [James Ifitchell] Vammiif Mr. [James] 
Duaae. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Edmund] Rfmdolph, seconded 
by II1&. [Joseph] Jones: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [James] 
Duane, Mr. [John] Witherflpoon. 

A note was received from the hon'''' the Minister of France, 
enclosing an account of the arrival of a transport at Boston 
with stores for the United States: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 38, 1781 

A letter, of 27, from General Washington;^ and 

A letter, of this day, from Major General St. Gair, were 

read: 
Qitfawd, That the lottor from MiqQf Qonoral Sti Gloig 

bo fafonrod to the gaporintondont of finnnooi 
A letter, of 30 March, from William Carmichael, was read : ' 
Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the good 

(^ces of the Count de Montmorin to Mr. Jay be referred to 

the committee appointed to confer with the hon*^ the 

Mnister of France. 

■ Thia letter is in the Pap«n 0/ A< Cbnl^MtUaf anvraM, No. 162, X, folio 2M. 
*CarmicbiLel'B letter is printed in the Dv^omiHe Comtpondtnct of the Amtriam 
SaxOution (Whuton), IV, 341. 
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The committee to whom was referred the letter frcnn the 
lieutenant governor and simdry members of tiie privy 
council of South Carolina, 

The committee on the motion of Mr. [Jamee IGtchell] 
Vamum, and 

The committee to whom was re-committed ihe plan of a 
convention for regulating the powOTS of consuls, vice consuls 
and agents, delivered in their several reports. 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for the consid- 
eration of the last report. 

The report of the committee on the letter from the lieu- 
tenant governor and sundiy members of the privy council 
of South Carolina was taken into conraderation, and, after 



The Committee, to whom was referred the Iietter from the lieu- 
tenant Governor, and Membeia of the Privy Council of the State of 
South Carolina, Eeport 

That aiibo' thtai Bufferings cannot be remembered, but with appro- 
bation of their patriotic fortitude, and ree^itment against the Enemy 
it is not within the ability of the United States, great as thoee Buffer^ 
ings may be, to make advances of money at present, not immediately 
ministering to the operations of War. 

But for as much as by the reeatablishment of Government in South 
Carolina, that State will be the sooner able to supply its quota of men 
and money, the friends of America will receive fresh confidence, 
and the British foe feel their impotence to abolish political power, as 
founded upon the principles of Uie revolution; 

And whereas the exertions of the said Lieutenant Governor and 
Members of the Privy Council, will greatly contribute to the produc- 
tion of these public benefits, but British avarice and perfidy have 
tJurust them from their country, spoiled of the means of retunung 
home, in defiance of a solemn capitulation; 

Beaclved, That it be an instruotiou to tlie Superintcmdant of 
Finance, to pay as soon as he can to the Honorable Christopher 
Gadsden, Tho* Ferguson, Bichtu^ Hutson, Benjamin Cattell and 
David Ramsay Enquires, each two hundred and sixty six dollars. 
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and two thirds of a dollar in Bpecie to be charged to the State of 
South Carolina and that the Board of War be directed to furnish to 
them a wa^on and team — to - ea a bte - thMn to 'r otUBi-to ' iJie- Baid 

Tlie Committee beg leave to eet again,' 

Ordered, That it be re-cominitted. 

The report of the committee on the motion of Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamimi was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Nicholas and 
John Brown to the Delegates of Bhode Island and the motion of Mr. 
Vamum thereon, report 

Ordered, That a letter, of 30 July, from Nicholas and John 
Brown to the delegates of Rhode Island, with the order on 
Joseph Clark, commissioner of the continental loan office of 
the said State, accompanying the same, be referred to the 
superintendant of finance to take order. 

Ordered, That the Board of War make sale of the cannon 
fuid stores, now in the State of Rhode Island, and late belong- 
ing to the sloop Argo, for specie only ; and that the monies 
arising therefrom, be placed in the hands of the superin- 
tendant of finance.' 

The Committee of Commerce reported on a manorial of 
William Bingham. 

Ordered, That Mr. ITheodoriek] Bland have leave of 



A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded hy 

Mr. [Theodorick] Bland: 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [John] Mathews, 

Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 



> TUb nport, in the vritlng of Edmund Randolph, is im die Paptn </(A« 
Congrat, No. 72, folio 542. 

■ Thia report, in the writing of John Mftthews, ie in the Papen of iht CanHnmUU 
Cangrttt, No. 19, 1, folio 125. 
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Ordered, That the letter from Major General St. Clair bo 
referred to a committee of three, who are to confer with the 
Buperintendant of finance on the subject: 

The members, [Mr. James] Duane, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] Jones. 

The ordinance relative to captures was taken up for a 
second readii^, and some progress being made: 

The committee to whom was re-committed the plan 
of a convention for determining and fixing the func- 
tions and prerogatives of consuls, &c. ddivered in a 
report. 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for the con- 
sideration thereof.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 99, 1781 

A letter, of 30 December last, &om J. de Neuville & Sons, 

was read. 
A petition of Thomas Smith and William Stone was read : * 
Ordered, That it be refeared to the Board of War, 
The conmiittee on the letter, of 28, from Major General 

St.ClMr; 
The committee to whom was re-committed a report 

respecting the manne department; 
The committee to whom was re-committed the report on 

the letter, of 25, from the lieutenant governor and several 

■ Theae two pongnplu were eotend only in the manuscript SecrM Joonul, Foreigii 
ASain. Bee put Janiuiy 2, 1782. 

A letUc of thia date from Robwt Monii wm pteaentod to Con g t O M, jsobaUy on 
tliia or an approximate date. ItialnthePajMrat/fAc CDntmental OangnM,^o. 137, 
I, ioUo 121. 

* De Neuf%-ille'i lettn, dat«d December 28, is in the Poptra o/ tht {ibntnuntal 
Ctmgreu, No. 146, Ul&o 49; the petition of 'Hkomu Smltii and WUliun State, dated 
Angurt 27, 1781, is in No. 42, VU, folio 117. 
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members of the privy coimcil of the State of South Carolina; 
and 

The committee on the report of the Board of Treasury, of 
12 March last, respecting the accounts of Mr. du Coudray; 

The committee on the letter, of 9th, from General Schuyler 
relative to the Caghnawaga Indians; ddivered their several 
r^wrts. 

Mr. [John] Mathews laid before Congress information given 
by Mr. J. NeufviUe, respecting the treatment of Colonel 
Isaac Haynes by the British commandant at Charlestown; 
and, thereupon, made a motion, ^licb was seconded by Vii. 
[George] Walton: 

Whereas Congress have been repeatedly informed that the officers 
of his Britannic Majesty, commanding within these United States, 
had in the most wanton and barbarous manner, in cold blood, put 
to death divers citizens of these States, under the false and inudious 
pretence of their having returned to their allegiance to his said 
Majeety and had again revolted tha«from, and were taken in arms 
fighting against his said Majesty's forces in America, when the fact 
was that numbers of the inhabitants of these States had been 
driven by the most cruel oppressiona, to take protections from 
accumulated violence under British domination — notwithstanding 
which, reiterated violence continuing to be exercised on their persona 
and property, had aa soon as possibly they could openly profess their 
love to their country by taking up arms in its defence which by the 
most Bolenm engagements, they had been bound to do, and which 
nothing but the duty they owed to their helpless wives and children, 
could have prevented them from doing in the first instance and 
although repeatedly called on by British officers to take up arms 
against their country they had uniformly refused to do, being directly 
contrary to stipulations entered into by them, when they submitted 
to receive protection under the British usurpation; 

And Whereas Congress have at length obt^ed the moat indubi- 
table proof of such their proceedings by the horrid murder of Col. 
Haynes an officer in the militia of the State of Sfi Carolina and taken 
as such in the juat defence of his country, fighting against his said 
Majesty's forces to the said State of South Carolina, and having been 
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one of those persons, who had been driven to eubmit to roceiTe a 
British protection. They in consequence thereof had ordered him 
to be hanged, which order was carried into execution on the fourth 
day of this instant Ai^ust; 

And Whereas it is the indispensible duty of this Congress, to guard 
oTer the lives and liberties of the citizens of these statra and to cause 
speedy and ample justice to be done on any man or body of men who 
^lall presume wantonly, against the laws of War, of nations and of 
humanity, shamefully to violate the said laws, or any of them; 

And Whereas the officer, commanding the troops -of his Britannic 
Majesty, in the State of South Carolina did cause to be hanged Col. 
Isaac Haynes an officer in the militia of the State of S? Carolina under 
sentence of hia being a British subject, which said act beii^ not only 
contrary to the laws of War, but highly dangerous to the welfare of 
these United States if permitted to pass without just retaliation; 

Therefore Beaolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to 
cause a British officer, now a prisoner within these United States in 
the line of the British army of equal rank wi t h Coli H a yne s not under 
the rank of a Major immediately to suffer the same death that was 
inflicted on CoL Haynes.* 

Ordered, That the said information and motion be referred 
to a committee of tliree: the members, ISr. [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [James I^tchell] Vamum. 

Another motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vumimi ; 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the forgoing com- 
mittee. 

The r^Kut of the committee on the letter from Majcnr 
General St. Clair was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom were refeired the letter of the 28? of 
August last from Major General St Clair, beg leave to report — 

That they have conferred with the Financier on the subject of the 
advance of money requested by General St Clair for officers and pri- 
vates of the Pensylvania line, and that he informs your Committee 
that it is not in his power to make the said advances — 

That your Committee know of no means which enables Congress 
at present to make the advance requested by General St Clair: and 

1 Tbia motJoD, in Uie writing at Jcbn Uadtews, b in the Papen of Hit Conlinmtat 
CoHgrtti, No. 19, II, folio 81. 
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they are therefore of opinion that his application ought to be trana- 
mitted to bis Ezcellen<^ the President and the Supreme Executive 
of the State of Pensylvania with an earnest request that they will 
take the most effectual measures in their power to enable General 
St Clair to expedite the march of the troops mentioned in his letter.* 

Ordered, Tbat the application of Major General St. Clair 
be transmitted to his excellency the president and the 
supreme executive council of the State of Pensylvania and 
they be earnestly requested to take the most effectual 
measures in their power to enable General St. C3air to e3q)e- 
dite the march of the troops mentioned in his letter.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee Ijconsisting of Mi. Bland, Mi. Vammn, Mr. Duane|| 
respecting the ||Board of Adnuralty, the navy boards, and 
the mode of conductii^ the business of the navylj marine 
d^)artment; and Thereupon, 

Resolved, That for the present an agent of the marine be 
appointed, with authority to direct, fit out, equip and onploy 
the ships and vessels of war belonging to the United States, 
according to such instnictioDs as be shall, from time to time, 
receive from Congress: 

That all prizes belonging to the TJmted States be sold under 
luB direction, and the produce deposited by him in the hands 
oi the superintendant of finance: 

That all accoimts and demands for pay and tor all dis- 
bin^ements and ezpences, respecting the said marine, be 
transmitted to the said agent for settlement and payment: 
and that he cause r^ular entries thereof to be made and 
kept: 

That he shall be allowed a salary e# — po r 

Mmunt, and bo not - pownittod - to - roooivo a ny otbcp - foo 

■ Tbia report, in tbe writing of J&mea Duaue, i« in the Paptn of (^ CoiUmeiUol 
Oangrtu, No. 19, V, foUo 391. 
* From this pdnt tbe entri«i •!» by Oeorge Bood. 

S0882*— TOL 21—13 10 
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e ommi fla ion or e molmnont wbot B oevoPt fop bia 9 ogyi«» [flt 
the rate of fifteen hundred doilara per annum, in full of all 
charges and expences whatsoever]:^ that he shall also be 
allowed a clerk, who shall receive for his services, a salary 
[at the rate of five hundred dollars per annum:]* 

That both the agrait and clerk shall, before they enter into 
thdr respective offices, take an oath before the President of 
Congress, well and faithfully to execute the trust reposed in 
them, according to the best of their skill and judgment; [and 
shall enter into bond with good and sufficient security for 
the due and faithful performance of his office, wluch diall 
be lodged in the office of the secretary of Congress:]' 

That as soon as the said agent shall enter on the execution 
of his office, the functions and appointments of the Board of 
Admiralty, f^e several navy-boards, and all civil officers 
appointed under them, shall cease and be determined : 

And lastly, that the registers, books and papers, belon^ng 
to the admkalty and navy boards, or in their custody, shall 
be delivered over to the said agent, and preserved by him.* 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the election of 
an agent of the marine.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Glock to Mottow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30. 1781 

The repeat of the committee ||consisting of Mr. Sherman, 
1)&. Mathews, Mr. BAndolph|| on the letter, of 25, from the 
heutenant governor and sundry members of the privy council 
of South Casrolina, was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

> The words in bncketa are in Tbomaa UcXmn'a writiuic in the report. 
■ The words in bntckeU ue Jn Tbeodorick Bland's writing in the report. 
' This repmt, in the writing of Junes Duane, except as already pacified, is in tlw 
Papert of the Contm^rUal Congrru, No. 28, lolio 249. 
* Here Charlea Thomson neumee the entries. 
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The Conunittee to whom was Te-committed the letter from the 
Lieutenant Govemor, and members of the Frivy Cotuuul of the 
State of South Carolina, having conferred with the Supwintendent 
of Finance — Report the following Reeolutions: 

Ordered, That a warrant be drawn on the treasurer to 
advance to the Hon. Christopher Gadsden, lieut^mnt gov- 
ernor of the State of South Carolina, and the Hon, Thomas 
Fei^UBon, Richard Hutson, Benjamin Cattel and David 
Bamsey, members of the privy council of the said State, the 
sum of two hundred and sixty-six dollars and two-thirds of 
a dollar specie, each, on their application, and char^ the 
san^ to the accoimt of the said State: 

Ordered, That the Board of War furnish the Hon. Christo- 
pher Gadsden, Thomas Ferguson, Bichard Hutson, Benjamin 
Cattel and David Ramsey, with a waggon and team to carry 
their baggage to South Carolina.* 

The ordinance relative to captures was again taken into 
coDfflderation for a second reading, and some farther progress 
being made ther^: 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. AUGUST 31. 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the Week report as follows: 

That a petition of divers of the Inhabitants of the State of Fdns^- 
vania respecting the depreciation of the money lie on the table. 

That the petition of Boger Kean for himself, the Officers, M&rineis 
and Marines of the private Brigantine of War called the BoBeef be 
referred to a spedal Committee. 

That the memorial of Cot* Van Schai^ be r^erred to a spedal 
Committee, 

■ IUb report, in the writing ot Roger Sbennan, ia in Ae Papen cf tht Qmtmental 
Oongrm, No. 20, 11, folio 409. 
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That the letter of the CheT? Dubuisson asking penniacdon to return 
to France, intreating that Congress would grant him some testimonial 
of their approbation of bis serricee, and that he might receive, if 
poaaible, bills of Exchange on France on account of his pay, be referred 
to a spedal Committee. 

That the memorial of Mathew Irwin be read in Congreea. 

That the letter of Lewis Evans and Anthony Came the one late 
a Carpenter's Mate, the other a private Seaman on board the Con- 
fedtraey requesting the payment of wages due to them for sernces 
on board the said Ship of War be referred to the Board of War.' 

Ordered, That a petition of divers inhabitants of the State 
of Fensylvania be referred to the committee on the memorials 
&om simdiy merchants respecting depreciation; 

That a petition of Roger Kean in behidf of himself and 
others be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Geoi:ge] Clymer, l/tr. [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph, Mr. [Daniel] Curoll; 

That a memorial of Colonel Van Schack and the letter from 
Chevalier du Bu^son be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James ACtchell] Vamum, Mr. [Samuel 
John] Atlee, Mr. [Thomas] Bee; 

That a letter of Lewis Evans and Anthony Cames be 
referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial of Thomas Savage was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mtchell] Vamimi, Mr. [Geoi^] 
Walton, Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

A report from the Board of War, on a letter of this day, 
from Brigadier General Knox, in pursuance of orders from 

* "niis report, in tlie wridng (d NichoUa Eveldeh, la in th» Paptn of Oit CoiU^ 
mattal Con^nu, No. 32, folio 230. 

The Fenneylvama petitioii is in the Paptn of tb Oi>nt6i«nlaI OOnfrtu, No. 42, 
VI, folio 254; Kean's petition is In No. 41, V, folio 87; Vm Schaick's mamori&l ia in 
No. 41, X, folio 327; Du Bayseon's, dated Augiut 31, 1781, is in No. 7S, VII, folio 403; 
£vuu and Umea'a letter, dated August 30, 17S1, is in No. 78, VIII, folio 371. 

* This memorial is in the Paptr* of iJia C<mtiT»mtal Congnu, No. 41, IX, folio 176. 
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the Commander in Chief, was read; wherein they recommend 
that it may be resolved, 

Wab office August SI" 1781. 
Sib, 

The Board do themselves the honor to lay before Congress the 
Copy of a letter this moment received from Biigadier General Knox, 
and beg leave to observe that Congress by their act of the 26*'' of 
April last directed the Board of War to cause to be repaired and sent 
to the States of Vi]:f;i[ua and North Carolina a number of arms 
not exceeding 2000 to each State. A part have been repaired and 
forwarded to Virginia, and about 1000 are now ready that were 
intended for M^orth Carolina which must be sent with the army now 
going to the Southward, if the request contained in the endosed 
letter is complied with, and notwithstanding the Board are decided 
in opinion that General Knox's request should be complied with, yet 
when they consider the aforementioned Resolution they do not think 
themselTes at liberty to give the necessary orders. Should Congress 
agree to the opinion of the Board it may be proper to resolve, 

That the Board of War take order for forwarding to the 
southern army, all the repaired arms in the city of Phila- 
delphia, to be disposed of as the Commander in Chief shall 
think proper, the resolution of the 26th of April last not- 
withstanding. 

N. B. If Congress should think proper to ^;ree to the report the 
Board will direct the quantity allotted to North Carolina to be 
repaired out of the arms upon hand in this City and sent forward as 
soon aa possible.* 

A motion was made by Mr. ['VS^lIiam] Sharpe, seconded by 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to stoike out the words "southern army," 
and in lieu thereof, insert, "governor of the State of North 
Carolina;" and to strike out what follows the word "Hiila- 
delphia," and in lieu thereof, insert, "for the purpose of 
aiming the new levies raised in that State for the service of 
the United States." 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by ifr. [^^^lliam] Sharpe, 

> This Kfar% ia In the Paptn of the ConHnaOal Ctmgnn, No. 148, JI, folio 217. 
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JV«u> ffomjwAww, 
Mr. livennore, 
MasacuAitaetta, 
Mr. LoveU, 
Partridge, 
Osgood, 
Rliode Itland, 
Mr. Mowry, 
Vamum, 
CormedMmt, 
Mr. Sherman, 

Mr. Duane, 

Lllonunedieu, 
PenMyhama, 
Mr. Atlee, 
Clymer, 
Detanoare, 
Mr. McCean, 



JounuUa (^ Congrtt* 

Marylaind, 
Mr. Jenifer, 
CairoU, 
Viryima, 
Ur. Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
M. Smith, 
Randolph, 
NoriK OaroUna, 
no)* Mr.Sharpe, 

Soaih Oaroiima, 
Mr. Mathews, 
Eveleigh, 
Oeorgia, 
Mr. Walton 
Howly, 



vr 



no}* 

So it passed in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the report of the Board of War, 
the yeas and naya being reqtiired by Mr. [VS^lliam] Sharpy 



Idhr. 



Neto Hamptltin, 






MtryloKd, 




Mr. LiTermore, 


•y 




ill. Jenifer, 


•y 


JlaamiduueUi, 






CanoU, 


no 


Mr. LoveU, 


•J 




Fvyini., 




Partridge, 


•J 


aj 


Mr. Jonee, 


•y 


Osgood, 


•y 




Madiaoo, 


»y 


Rhode IilaM, 






Bland, 


»y 


Mr. M0W17, 


»y 




U. Smith, 


*y 


Varman, 


ay 


*y 


Bandolph, 


»y 


OmiutHciU, 






SoHhOanliM, 




Mr. Shennati, 


•y 




Mr.Sharpe, 


no 


NacYoii, 






South Carolina, 




Mr. Duane, 

L'Hommedieu, 

Mr. Atlee, 
Caymer, 
Ddavxire, 


•y 

ay 

>y 
•y 


ay 
»y 


Mr. Mathewa, 
Ereleigh, 

Mr. Walton, 
Howiy, 


»y 
»y 

«y 
•y 


Mr. McKeaa, 


•y 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Another report of the Board of War was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 
Ordered, That Mr. M[eriwether] Smith have leave of 



The committee, Ijconsisting of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Vandyke, 
Mr. Ellsworth, II to whom was referred the memorial of the 
honorable the Minister of France of 23, informing, "that the 
situation of ^airs requires that Mr. de I'Etombe, consul- 
general of France, in the (our New England states, should 
immediately repair to the place of his destination, delivered 
in a report; [Whereupon,]' 

The Committee to whom waa Referred the Memorial of the Minister 
of France of the 23* of August 1781, Report, 

That upon M. de L'Etombe e onaul -ge newl of Fwmoo in the S t a tc e 
e#- ^ e w ~ HMi:^hi < ^ - M asaa chuaeW i Bt GonnootioBt «od - Bhodo Maad 
i ad - Pi '» Tidono e Plant a tioDS ough t to pFO B cmt presenting his commis- 
aion to the United States in Congresa Assembled, 

An act be thereupon passed, recognizing him in his proper char- 
acter. 

That this act be delivered to the Supreme Executive power of 
the States a foi ' o aa id^ to be w^istoF e d by them to which he is sent. 

That upon the ddivery thereof, the exequatur or a public notifica^ 
tion of iha quality of M. de I'Etombe shall issue from the Supreme 
Bbcecutive power without fee or perquisite of office, and that until 
the ratification of some convention respecting consular power between 
the United States and his Most Chiistian Majesty, the same mode of 
recognition be observed. 

Reatihed, That the act of recognition, and the exequatur ought to 
be in the following forms: 

Ilie act of recognition. 

By the United States in Congress Assembled. 

It is hereby made known to all, whom it may concern, that full 
i^redence and respect are to be paid to M. de L'Etombe, as Consul 

' Thia pangnph and the remlutioiu foUowingwen also entared in the mMniifrlpt 
Secret Joum&l, Foreign AB&in, 
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Oeneral of Fraoce for the States of New Hampahire, Massachusetts 
Bay, Connecticut and Khode Island and Providence Plantations 
which States are called upon respectively, by virtue of the powers, 
delegated by the confederation to the United States in Congress 
Assembled, to fumlfih the said M. de L'Etombe with their exequatur, 
or a notification of his quality, deUvering one copy thereof to the said 
M. de L'Etombe and causing another to be published in one or more 
gazettes. 

Done at Philadelphia this day of inthoyear&c. 

Resolved, That the President inform the Supreme EzecutiTe power 
of the States aforesaid, that Congress recommend f » p - tf> e sa k e of -uni - 
foFmi t y iba following form of the exequatur to wit: 

To all, whom it may concern: 

M. de L'Etombe having beem recognized by the United States in 
Congress Assembled as Consul General of Franco in the 
aforesaid, It is hereby declared, that the privileges, pre-eminence and 
authority, belonging to such character and quality are due to him. 

&c &C. &c} 

Resolved, That upon Mr. de I'Etombe presenting to the 
United States in Congress assembled, his conuuission as 
consul-^neral of France, an act be thereupon passed recog- 
nizing him in his proper character; 

That upon the delivery thereof, the exeguatur, or a public 
notification of the quality of Mr. de I'Etombe, shall issue 
from the supreme executive power without fee or perquisite 
of office: 

Resolved, That imtil the ratification of some convention 
respectang consular power, between his Most Christian Majesty 
and the United States, the same mode of recognition be 
observed. 

The committee to whom were referred the motions of Mr. 
[John] Mathews and Mr. [James Mtchell] Yammn, togetiker 
with the information of Mr. Neufville; 

Hie Committee to whom were referred the motions of M^ Mathews, 
and Mf Vamum, together with the information of Mf Neufville report, 

* Thia report, Im the wiitmg of Edmund Randolph, u in the Faptn oflht Om^ntniUi 
Omtgreu, No. IB, II, folio 49. 
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Hiat Mt Neufville delivered to your committee his deposition in 
the foUoviug words : 

PBNN8YI.TAHU M. 

Isaac Neufville late of CharlestowB in South Carolina of the age of 
fourteen, Deposeth and saith that he was informed at Charlestown 
that Col. Isaac Haynea of the South CaroUna militia being surprized 
by a detadied party of the British caTalrywas taken and carried down 
to Charlestown. That h« was there thrown into the FroTost, and as 
it was publicly reported, was without even the formality of a trial 
sentenced to death by the British Commandant there. That it was 
reported that something like a coiu^ had been appointed for the pur- 
pose of proving the identity of his person. That the Deponent was 
informed that at the intercession of several persons among whom were 
many British officers he was respited for 48 hours. That a Petition 
for his pardon was signed and presented by those gentlemen to the 
Commandant but without effect. 

That the Deponent was further informed that veiy early on the 
morning of Thursday the second of this instant a Messenger was sent 
to Col. Haines to acquaint him that his execution was to take place 
within an hour, and that it was left to his dioice either to wtjk or 
ride to the place of execution. That the Deponent was further 
informed that Col. Haines was again respited without any inter- 
position in his behalf and without any assigned cause till the fourth 
instant. That on that day in the morning he was escorted by a party 
of soldiers to a gallows erected without the lines of the town with his 
hands tied beh^d, and there hung up till he was dead, this Depo- 
nent having been present and an eye witness of the execution. 

And further this Deponent saith not. 

Isaac Nbufvillb. 

Sworn the 30*^ Day of August Anno Domini 1781. 

Before me. 

Thob. MoEban. 

Besdtved, That an attested copy of the said deposition be trans- 
mitted to Major General Green, and that he make full enquiry into all 
the circumstances, attending the execution of Colo. Isaac Haynes, by 
order of the British Commandant in Charles Town, and that if there- 
upon it shall appear that such execution was contrary to the laws of 

Mt ee ^rted - in - liho m ang^ retaUation to be made in such manner, as is 
warranted by those laws, and will in his opinion have the most prob- 
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able tondency to restrain the enemy from such acts of oruelty in 
future.* 

The committee to whom was referred a letter from John 
BrowQ, of the 18th; and 

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from John Brown 
Secretaiy to the Board of Admiralty, of the 18*^ of August, enclosing 
a letter from U' Holker Consul Gmieral of France dated the U"* of 
August, Report, 

That there appeara due to the French volunteers for serrices on 
board the ship Arid whose names are in a list transmitted by M( 
Holker in his letter directed to the Board of Admiralty of the 14*^ 
instant, the sum of six hundred and sixty six dollars, and sixteen 
ninetieths of a dollar [and that the paymaster of the Navy Board be 
directed to pay the same]. 

And this Committee are of opinion that such parts of M' Holker's 
said letter as relate to apprehending of French seammi be referred to 
the Supreme Executive Council of the State of Pennsylvania.* 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War, of the 15th; 
delivered in thai several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock on Monday. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1781 

A letter from his Meet Christian Majesty, received by the 
hon**." J. Laurens, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph, Mr. [John] Mathews. 

A letter, of 2, &om the hon^!" J. Laurens, was read, with 
sundry papers containing an account of the n^otiation with 

' Thlfl report, m the wiitang o( Edrnnnd Ruidolph, the depoaltioii being in the 
wiitiiig of Juuea Duane, is in the i*ap<n of At Gmtbuntal Conjnu, Ho. 1&, II, folios 
71 Hid 73. On Sept«mber 7 it ma raconunitted, as the indonement shows. 

* This report, in the writing of Daniel of St. Thomu Jenifer, except the part in 
bracheto, which ia in the writing of Thomaa McKaan, ia in the Paptn t^ the Conti- 
nmtol Conffrtu, No. U, I, folio 427. 
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which he was entrusted by the comnuBsion <A 23 December, 
1780:^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the for^^ng conunittee.' 

A letter, of 14, and one, of 16 May, &om the hon'^ B. 
Franklin, with a duphcate of his letter, of 12 March, were 
read. 

A letter, of 1, from General Waslungton, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of from Colonel Broadhead at Fort 

Pitt was read:* 

Ordered, Tliat it be referred to the Board of War to be 
immediately conmiunicated to the Commiander in Chief. 

A letter, of from J. Bradford, was read, con- 

twung an account of the goods on board the Douge Druin 
arrived at Boston for the United States: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 26 July, from Major General Greene, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 



A letter, ctf 23 August, from Major General the Marquis 
de la Fayette, was read, with sundry papers enclosed relative 
to the treatment of our prisoners in the power of the enemy : * 

Ordered, That the same, together with so much of Doctor 
Franklin's letter, of 14 Afay, as relates to prisoners, be 
referred to the committee to whom was referred the intel- 

■ This lettec is In the Papen qf Oe Ctmfmmtoi Conffreu, No. 165, folio 137. 

* The pangiuphs in Tefereoce to the lAoreua lettma were also entered in the manu- 
acript Seoet Jouin&l, Foreign ASftin. 

* Fnmklin'e letter, of Uty 14, ia printed in the Diplotnatie Correipondtnet of tA« 
.Atiuribim ilfvolutton (Vhuton), pege 409; that of March 12 ia on page 281. Woah- 
Ington'B letter ia in the Paptn oftKe Qmiintntdl Congnt*, No. 162, X, fdio 226. 

* Thia letter, dated Angoat 24, 1781, ia in the Papen t^iheConlmeMal Gmgnn, No. 
78, IV, folio 203. 

* Bndfoid'a letter, dated Auguat 23, 1781, ia in the Ps|i«r> q^tb a>Mm«ntoZ OnVrcM, 
No. 78, IV, foUo 263; Greene'a ia in No. 166, II, folio 223; Lehyette'a ia In No. IH, 
folio 334. 
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ligence Tcspecting Colonel Haynes and motions of Mr. [John] 
Mathews and Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi. 

A letter, of Ai^ust 25, from R. R. Livingston; and 

A letter, of May 15, from S. Deane; were read: ' 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with Major Morris aid de camp of General Greene relative 
to the southern department: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, Mr. [Geor^] Walton. 

The committee of the week was chosen: 

Mr. M[eriwetber] Smith, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee. 

The committee to whom were referred the instructions to 
the delegates of Geoi^a and their motion in pursuance 
thereof relative to Major General R. Howe; 

The committee on the petition of Roger Kean; 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
committee on J. Bradford, of 12 July, 1780; 

The committee on the letter of Colonel Van Schack; and 

The committee on the letter of Colonel du Buysson; de- 
livered in thdr several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow.' 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from General Washington, was read, 
relative to the sending an officer to inspect the situation of 
the prisoners in the power of the enemy; [Whereuponl' 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and be is 
hereby, empowered to act in this matter as he shall tlunk 
most condticive to the public interest. 

I LlvingBton'e letter in printed in the Dipiomatie Comtpomknee of the Amaiean 
Revoliition (Wturton), IV, 661; uid Deane'a letter on page 416. 

' An undated memorial of Hugh Hughes, Deputy QuutemiBater Qenersl for the 
middle dspartment, belonge to this period. It u in the Fapm of the GmtiitfTUtd 
Omgrm, No. 41, IV, folio 149. 

* Thii letter ia in the Paptr* oftht CoMmeiUal Congrat, No. 152, X, folio 229. 
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A letter, of 12 April, from Mr. Lee, was read, enclosing a 
copy of his account: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mr. [James] Lovell, 
Sfr. [Roger] Sherman: 

Ordered, That the letter, of 15 May, from S. Dean^ be 
referred to the said committee. 

A letter, of 25 August, from the governor of the State of 
New York was read, with sundiy papers enclosed .'' 

Ordered, That the same be refored to a committee of 
three: 

Tlie members, Mr. [Samuel] livermore, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, 
Mr. [John] Matheira. 

The report of the committee Hconsisting of Mr. Varmmi, 
Mr. Atlee, Ab*. Bee|l on the letter, of 31 Atigust, from Colond 
du Buysson, was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel du Buysson have leave 
of absence to return to France : 

Resolved, That the Board of War be, and is hereby directed 
to write to the maiquisses de Castree and Segur, mioisters 
of the marine and war departments in France, expressing the 
high sense which Congress entertain of the distinguished 
merit and conduct of Lieutenant Colonel du Buysson in the 
service of the United States, and particularly of his brav- 
ery displayed in the action of the 16 August, 1780, near 
Camden, and his efforts to bring off the field Major General 
the Baron de Kalb, who was mortally wounded, [in conse- 
quence of which services he was honored with the commis- 
sion of brigadier-general by the governor of North Carolina.] ' 

* This letter, bom Willi&m Iiee, la printed in tb« ZHpIoniatie Ooneipondenu of th* 
AntHem Revolutwn (Wharton), IV, Ml, 

■ Thu letter is in the Papen ^the Continmtal Ckmgreu, No. 67, II, folio 422. 

* This report, not in the writing of any member of the committee, ia in tho Papen 
o/Qit Continental Congrett, No. 19, II, folio 119. The portion in bntckets warn added 
inCongreafi. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



982 Joumah of Congress 

The committee Ijconsisting of Mr. Duane, 1i&. Randolph, 
Mr. MathewBll to whom was referred the letter, of 2d, from 
Mr. J. Laurens, ||togeUier wit^ sundry papers, containing an 
accoimt of the n^otiation with which he was entrusted, by 
the commission of the 23d of December, 1780,1] delivered in 
a partial report ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That all the clothing, artilleiy, arms and military 
stores, shipped in pursuance of the orders of the honorable 
John Laurens, special minister to the Court [of Versailles, 
for the use of the United States, be upon their arrival in any 
of the ports of these United States delivered to the order of 
the Board of War, who are hereby empowered and directed 
to take charge and direction of the same. 

That all the money shipped by the order of Mr. Laurens, 
for the use of the United States, be upon its arrival delivered 
to the order of the superintendant of finance, who is hereby 
empowered and directed to take charge of the same. 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Colonel Van 
Schu(^, report that Colonel Van. Schuck receiTe the brevet of 
Brigadier General, to bear date the day of last.* 

Adjoimied to 10 o'Qock to Morrow.] * 

' Thia report ia in tii« Pa^en of the CmttMntoI Congrai, No. IS, TI, folio 119. It 
b In tb« list of poatpooed leporta in No. 31, folio 371~*. 

■ The portioD In bntcketa is entered by Gewge Bood. 

The following, io the writing of lunee Diume, ia in the Papen of tht CotUittenbd 
Congrai, No. 23, folio n, uid appears to have been agreed to on this day. It ia 
indoned by Thomaon; "Copy of a letter eent by the PreeideDt toCt. de Bocham. 
beau Sept. 4th 1781 on account of the compliment of the royal aalute paid to Con- 
greaa by the troopa under Itis command in their pM*iag through Philadelpliia.'' 

Raoltitd, that the f a Howiag lotto b e h a nmittod b y the PWridCBt to " ft a O a«fr 
■ ando f i« CMrf te to fcy hi» e e B »Biri ea to< te hit KMon e mg C e gBt - R e ch ai wibe M 
President timnamit to Ooimt Bochambeau the folloiriiig Letter: 
Bis, 

1 have the hononr to expieas to yonr Excellency the aattabctiixi at Oongreaa aiHhe 
t ri but e ■ < ' m poat in the compliment wUdi haa been paid to tbem >a the nvereign 
p e w « i « l tbeee United Statea by the tnopa e t e wg i n a t a adffl a d a ll y his Moat Chiia- 
tian Majesty nnder your command. The brilliant appeatajice and exact diacipline 
of the sevenl corps do the highest htmoor to theli gallant officers and afiotd a happy 
preeege ol the moat diatinguiahed aervices in a cauae irtiich they have so aealoualy 
eapouaed, and ea n not Ml to endear to nvaj Aia eri oan t h e Trin e e w h e gt wi ww h 
p w efc- oHiin fFJo aJah lp ta A j gooit^ ta hi e i JOmt 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5. 1781 

A letter, of 3, from Major General Lincoln, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of from Colonel C Pinkney, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 21 April, from Mr. de Beaimiarchais, was read. 

The Board of IVeaaury report, that in pursuance of the 
order of 21 Jime last, they have caused the accounts of 
Captain Miguel Lorenzo Ysnardy, to be adjusted, and find 
that there is due to him for ei^t pieces of cumon and naval 
stores, delivered to the commanding officer at Charlestown, 
prior to the siege thereof, the sum of one thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-aeven dollars and i of a dollar specie, 
and for the pay of his ship's company employed during the 
si^e, the farther sum of two thousand two hundred and 
thirty-seven dollars and g; that Captfdn Ysnardy having 
informed the Board, that the cannon mentioned above, 
is the property of his Catholic Majesty, and distinct from 
the stores which are his private stock, the Board has 
granted him certificates, one for the amount of the cannon, 
and another for the stores, with which he is satisfied; that 
Captain Ysnardy declines receiving any satisfaction for the 
sum due to himself and crew, assisting in the defence of 
Charlestown, from a desire of shewing his attachment to the 
American cause.' 

A report of the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

War Office August 31", 1781. 
Sib, 

The Board have the honor to inform Congress that the Creditors 
of M' Caldwell are agun importunate to be paid the sums which are 
respectively due them and have proposed to the Board, that they 

I Pincksey'a letter, dated Beptomber 6, 1781, la Id th« Paper* of Ae Qmtinmtai 
Ckmgreu, No. 78, XVIII. folio 461. 

■ This report is in the Papen of iht Ctrntinentol Ccmgru*, No. 136, V, folio 463. 
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should apply to Coi^ress for a warrant oa the State of Yiigima for 
the whole sum for which M' Caldwell is liahle. The Board have on 
a former occasion stated this matter to Congress and at present have 
only to observe that they are circumstanced in a very disagreeable 
manner, having given the strongest assurances to M' Caldwell 
for the payment of this money at the time of the detivety of the 
goods. They therefore request that Congress will be pleased to 
adopt the method pointed out for satisfying them. 

Should they concur in sentiment with the Board, it will be neces- 
sary to resolve, 

Resolved, That the accounts of Samuel Caldwell, late 
agent cloathier, for articles purchased by him, under the 
orders of the Board of War, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury for settlement; and that the Board settle the 
balances due to the several creditore, and report a warrant 
fog tho whole on the S toto ol Vgfflnia t^e same to Congress.' 

Another report of the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

Wah Opfiob Stpt 4"^ 1781. 
Sir, 

The Board beg leave to transmit to Congress an application of 
Capt. Henderson for money on account of pay, that he may be enabled 
to defray his ezpences to Lewis Town for the recovery (^ his health. 

As thk Gentleman's case is particular, the Board report the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Captain John Henderson 
of the third Pensylvania regiment for three months' nominal 
pay in bills of the new emission.^ 

The committee ||consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph, 
Mr. Mathews II to whom was referred the report of the bon^ 
J. Laurens, special Minister of ihe United States at the 
Court of Versailles ||re^)ecting his missionll, delivered in a 
report; Whereupon, 

' This report is in the Paftn of At Cimtiamtat Congrtu, No. 149, II, folio 213. 
* This rapoit 1b in Um Pafen qfAt Omtmenlal Cof^ptu, No. 148, II, foUo 223. 
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Resolved, That the conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Laurens, 
in his misaion to the Court of VersaiUes, as special minist^ 
of the United States, is hi^y agreeable to Coi^ress, and 
entitles >^iTn to public approbation. 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Laurens have leave 
to join the army agreeably to his request. ' 

A memorial of three Indians was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

Resolved, That the Board of War take order for putting 
lieutenant Colonel de Buysson, with respect to his arrears 
of pay, on a footing of equality with the rest of the officers of 
the umy; and that his pay be liquidated in specie up to this 
day, and a certificate for the balance made out and delivered 
to him. 

The report of the committee, ||condsting of Mr. Oymer, 
Mr. Randolph, Mr. Carroll, |[ on the petition of Roger I&an, 
in behalf of himself and the officers, mariners and marines, 
of the private brigantine of war, called the Holker, was 
taken into consideration; whereby it appearing, that the 
petitionera entered an appeal according to law against Patrick 
Mahon and others, in the court of admiralty of Fensylvania, 
and the necessary stipulations would have been executed in 
due form, and within due time, had it not been for the indis- 
position and death of the register: 

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Koger Keon 
in bdiaif of himself and the officers marinera and marines of the 
private biigantiae of war called the Bother, praying that the Court 
of appeals may be directed to receive and hear their appeal against 
Patrick Mahon and others Report, 

' Thwe imolatims were bIk entered in tiie muiiucript Secret Jounul, Foreign 
Afbin. The report, in the writing of Junee Diune, i^ in the Paper$ o/tht CorttminUal 
Conenn, No. 148, II, foUo 229. 

* Ttua memorial, ^ted Septonbei B, 1781, i« in the Papvt of tin Cotttintntal Qm- 
grm, No. 41, IV, folio 422. 

SttUS*— TM. 11~13 11 
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That olthou^ Congreas ought not to relieve in any case relierable 
by the Court of appeals, yet in uistances of peculiar hardship, in 
which the suSerer has not been in fault, and that Court is incapaci- 
tated by strictness of law to interpose. Congress should prevent a 
defect of Justice; 

That the petitioners entered an appeal according to law against 
the said Mahon and others, in the Court of Admiralty of Fennsylvania, 
and the necesauy stipulations would have been executed in due form 
and within due time had it not been for the indisposition and death 
of the Register; 

That the time allowed for the execution of these stipu- 
lations having ehipsed through these means, the petitioners 
moved the court of appeals to receive stipulations executed 
alter that time, but their motion was overruled; the court 
being by strictness of law incapacitated to interpose: 

Resolved, That it be an instniction to the court of appeals, 
to receive and hear the appeal of the petitioners against the 
said Patrick Mahon, and others, they entering into the neces- 
sary stipulations, on or before the 20th day of this present 
month September, and giving reasonable notice to the 
counsel of the said Mahon and others, of this resolution and 
the execution of such stipulations.' 

A report of the committee, [| consisting of Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Duane, Mr. Clymer, || to whom was referred a report on 
the letter of the 12 July, 1780, from John Bradford, was 
taken into conraderation, and, thereupon, it was resolved as 
folloTre: 

Whereas by a resolution of Congress of the Ilth day of 
May, 177S, the board of war of the State of Massachusetts, 
was requested with all convenient speed, in the best manner, 
and for the moat money possible, to make sale of a certmn 
snow and her cai^, stud to be the property of Messrs. John 

' Thii report, in the writiiig of EJdmund Randolph, ieialbaPapentfftheCoTUineRtal 
Congrtu, No. 19, HI, folio 323. 
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Ignatius de Oliveria Perceira and Anthony Dioe Santos, 
subjects of the King of Portx^al; and to deposit the net 
proceeds in the public funds of these United States for the 
benefit of the owners: and whereas the United States have 
since paid the said owners the value and amount of the said 
snow and cargo: 

Reaolved, That the supeiintendant of finance be, and he is 
hereby authorised and directed, on behalf of the United 
States, to tf^ order for the settlement of the accounts 
respecting the said snow and cai^ with the said board of 
war, and receive from them the net proceeds thereof, 
according to the just value thereof at the time of sale, with 
interest thereon at the rate of ax per cent, per annimi, or 
the loan office certificates taken for the same, if the money 
was deposited in the funds agreeably to the said resolution.^ 

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph, || to whom were referred the 
inrtructions from the assemlaly of the State of Georgia to 
the del^ates of that State, and their motion thereon relative 
to Major General R. Howe was taken into conEdd^^tion; and 
Thereupon, 

The comnuttee to whom was referred infitniciions from the 
Assembly of the State of Qeo^;ia to the del^ates of that State to 
promote a trial of Major Qeneral Howe, and their motion thereon, 
Beport as their opinion: 

Ordered, That the extracts trom the minutes of the general 
assembly of the State of Georgia, respecting the conduct of 
Major General Robert Howe, in his command of the troops 
in the said State, in December, 1778, be transmitted to the 
Commander in Chief; and that he be directed to cause an 
enquiry to be made into the matters therein alleged, in such 

* Tiaa rapoft, in the wridng of Bogn Sbennui, ia in ths Papen qf A« Oontmmtal 
Omgim, No. 19, 1, folio 409. 
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manner as he shall judge proper, as soon as circumstancea 
will admit.* 

The report of the committee of the week on the letter of 
Resolve Smith and the memorial of J. G. Heron waa read. 

The Committee of the week report, 
That the letter of Mi Sesolre Smith be read; and 
That the memorial of J. G. Heron lay over uatill the final detei^ 
mination of CongreBs respecting the depreciated pay of the army.* 

The committee to whom was referred the plan for arranging 
the treasury office delivered in a report: 

Ordered, That to Morrow be assigned for the consideration 
thereof. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

* TioB report, in the writing erf Bogai'Slienuut, is in the Paptn <^llu ConHntnidl 
Oimgntt, No. 19, III, folio 20G. A copy of the extncta from the minntea ol the 
G«^i» Anembly, dated JuiiULiy 17, 1780, ia in the Wothinfion Papen, 97, folio 
1S6; the motion of the Qeorgift ddegKtee, in the writing ol Oemge Wilton, le in the 
Papen ofOtt Continental Congrtti, No. 19, III, lolio 207, uid la bb toUowe: 

Tha Delegates of Qeoigia inbsmed Congreea that they had kn instniction from Ote 
General Anembly of theii State, to promote a trial of Hkjor QeoeTal Robert Howe tor 
hia conduct on the 29 day of Decflmber 1778 at Savannah, and for exposing the State 
to the RaragBA of the enemy by croasing the Elavannah immediately aftarwirdi with 
all the troopi, which instruction they indented, and is aa foUowa; 
[Instruction] 

Hie nid Delegates farlber represented to Congress that, on account of an onaToid- 
able recess in the Oovemment of that State, occasioned by the loss and removal of 
the boops, the said Instruction could not have been much earlier given. 

In obedience therefore to the orders of their constituents and in puisuanco of the 
vescdution of Congreea o( the day of 177-, they moved that General Wash- 
ington be directed aa soon as circumatancee will permit to appoint a Court of Inquiry 
to be held upon the conduct of Major Oeikeral Bobert Howe respecting the premises, 
and that upon the report of the said Court of Inquiry he discharge the said Majoi 
General Robert Howe, or appoint a Court Uartial tit his Trial. 

Whweupon it was resolved accordingly. 

■ Tiao report is in the Papen oftht C(r,\txnaUal Cimgrm, No. 32, folio 237. Smith's 
lett«r, dated September 3, 1781, is in No. 78, £ZI, folio 113. 
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THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 6. 1781 

A letter, of 5, from General Washington at Chests was 
read, announcing the arrival of the fleet under Count de 
Grasse in Chesapeak.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasubt Office, Se^^ember 5, 1781. 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to infonn the United States in 
Congress assemhled, that there are a number of Letters directed to 
them now laying in the General Post Office, which the Post Master 
General refuses to deliver, without the Postage is paid in Specie, 
which will amount to a considerable sum. The Board are not pos- 
sessed of any Specie to pay the Postage, and the Pubhc Business may 
be much injured by the Detention of Letters which the Board have 
Keasoa to suppose are of great Importance : the following Resolution 
is therefore submitted: 

Ordered, That the postmaster general cause to be delivered 
to the Board of Treasury, all letters directed to the said 
Board, charging the postage aridng thereon to account, 
which he is to exhibit to the auditors on the settlement of 
his accoimts.' 

The committee of the week made a report on a memorial 
of Colonel Udney Hay; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissionera of Indian affairs for the 
northern department be and hereby are empowered to adjust 
and settle the demands of Jellis Fonda on ihe contract made 
by him with Colonel Udney Hay, deputy commissary general 
of purchases for supplies for the friendly Indians who have 
retreated to the neighborhood of Schenectada for protection, 
and to make such equitable allowance for the articles for 

■ This letter is in the Papen ofOte Cbnttncntol CtmgrttM, No. 162, X, foUo 237. 
1 This raport ii in the Papen q^ ihe ConUnentdl Congreti, No. 136, 7, folio 467. 
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which no prices are ascertained in the contract as they shall 
think reasonable.* 

The report of the committee on the regulation of the 
treasury office was taken into consideration, and after 
debate: 

Adjourned to 10 o'Oock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1781 

A letter, of 6th, from Colonel J. Laurens, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on his former 
letter, of the 2d. 

A memorial from the Hon. the Minister Plenipotentiaty 
of France, was read, enclosing a commission of the Sieur 
Philip Joseph de I'Etombe, consul general of France, in the 
states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island |)and 
Providence Plantations, [| and Connecticut* ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the eaid commission be registered ; and that 
the act of recognition be in the following words: 

By the United States in Congress assenibied: It is hereby 
made known to all whom it may concern, that full credence 
and respect are to be paid to Hiilip Joseph de I'Etombe, as 
consul general of France, for the states of New Hampshirei 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Providence Hantations, 
and Connecticut, which states are called upon respectively, 
by virtue of the powers delegated by the Confederation to 
the United States in Congress assembled, to furnish the 

> This repnt is in Uia Paptn of &t Oontintntal Oonffreu, No. 32, fc^o 241. Baj'a . 
memcoia], dnted September 3, 1781, is in No. 41, IV, folio 189. 

* TUb letter is ia tlie Paptn qf (A« CotOmmtal Confnu, No. 165, folio 267. It ia 
printed in the Diptomatie Corrttpondenct of tin American Stvalution (Wharton), IV, 
700. 

■ Lnseme'e letter, dated September 7, 1781, la printed in the Dijkmatie Com- 
tpoadenu of the Amaican Bnolulion (Wharton), IV, 702. 
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said Mr. de TEtombe with their exeqiiatur or notification of 
his quality, delivering one copy thereof to the said Mr. 
de I'Etombe, and cansiDg another to be published in one or 
more gazettes. Done at Philadelphia, this 7th day of Sep- 
tember, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, and in the sixth year of our independence. 

By the United States in Congress assembled. 

T^hohab] McE[bak,] President, 

Attest: 

IIChakles Thomson, Secretary. \\ 

Resdved, That the President inform the supreme e^recutive 
power of the states aforesaid, that Congress recommend the 
following form of the exequatur, to wit: 

To all whom it may concern: The Sieur Phihp Joseph de 
I'Etombe, having been recognized by the United States in 
Congress assembled, as consul general of France, in the State 
(or Commonwealth) aforesaid, it is hereby declared that the 
privileges, preeminence and authority belongii^ to such 
character and quality are due to him.' 

A letter of Benj Hanson was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Some farther information being laid before Congress and 
read, respecting Colonel Haynes : 

Ordered, That the report of the coipmittee on the informa- 
tion of Mr. Neufville, and motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, 
respecting Colonel Haines, be re-committe»i ; and that the 
farther information be referred to the said committee.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

■ Thia crder Knd reeolution were also entorod in the manascript Becrat Jounul, 
Fweign Aff^n. 

■ This letter, d&ted Beptember 6, 1781, is in the Papen of tin Cbnf'nmbil Omtgntt, 
No. 78, XII, folio 175. 

■ Sea mU, Anput 31, 1781. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



942 Journals of Congress 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Captain Patrick Games of 
Lieutenant Colonel Lee's partizan legion for three months' 
pay and subsiBtance in bills of the new emission, for which 
sum he is to be accountable/ 

The report of the committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Jenifer, 
Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Clymer,|l to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of War, was taken into consideration, wherein 
they state, That there is due to the following persons, men- 
tioned in a memorial from Capt. J. P. Jones, for services on 
board the Arid, the sums of money to th«r names respec- 
tively annexed, viz. 

To Wdliam Nicholson, captain of marines, including his 
pay to the 25 August last, 392 3&-90 dollars: 

To Louis de la Valette, lieutenant of marines, to do. 
289 36-90 dollars: 

To Charles Frielay, captun's steward, to 16 May, 101 63-90 
dollars: 

To Cudreux, captain's cook, to do. 51 22-90 dollars: 

That the facta are related in a Ifemorial of Major Samuel Nicholas 
of Marines are true, and therefore it is tiie opinion of this Committee 
that he is entitled to his pay unto the present time, and also that he 
be appointed to command the Marines on board tbe Ship America, 
and directed to repur immediately on that service, and that he be 
entitled to draw the share of prizee allotted to a Captun of Marines. 

[That there appears due to French volunteers, for services 
on board the stud ship Arid, whose names are in a list 
transmitted by Mr. Holker, in hia letter of 14 August, the 
sum of six hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixteenr-ninetieths 
of a dollar:] 

That there is due to Captain Joseph Hardy, of marines, 
late of the frigate Cor^ederaey, being the balance of his 
account of pay, as stated at the pay-office, to the 3d of 

■ Hiu nport is la the Faptn tftht Continmbd Cmgrm, No. 148, II, folio 233. 
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August, the sum of three huodied and thirty-seven dollars 
and sixty-eight ninetieths of a dollar: 

Ordered^ That the paymaster of the Navy Board pay the 
several sums aforementioned.' 

Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to Major 
Nicholas be re-committed. 

Ordered, That so much of Mr. Holker's letter, of 14 August, 
as relates to apprehending French seamen, be transmitted 
to the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [James] Duane, 

Res^dved, That until an agent of marine shall be appointed 
by Congress, all the duties, powers and authority asE^ned 
to the said agent, be devolved upon and executed by the 
superintendant of finance: 

That as soon as the said superintendant of finance shall 
take upon him the execution of the duties, powers and 
authority hereby devolved upon him, the functions and 
appointments of the Board of Admiralty, the sevea^ navy 
boards, agents, and all civil officers under them, shall cease 
and determine: 

Resolved, That the registers, books, and papers, belon^ng 
to the admiralty and navy boards, or in their custody, be 
delivered o\'er to the said superintendant of finance, and 
preserved by him. 

The report of the committee, ||conedsting of Mr. Vamum, 
Mr. Shaipe, Mr. Carroll, |[ to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of War on a letter from the quartermaster 
general, respecting forage in Westchester, was taken into 
consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Major General Heath, or the commanding 
officer (A the eastern department, cause immediate and 

> This roport, in the writing of Daniel of St. ThomM Jenifer, is in the Paper* of the 
ContmaOal CongrtMi, No. 27, folio 143. The p«nignj^ in bnckets ma added by 
Congien 
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equitable measures to be taken for ascertaining the quantity 
of forage expended by the allied army under the command 
of General Washington, in the County of Westchester, in the 
State of New York, during the present campaign, which hath 
not been accounted for; and that he direct the deputy 
qxiartamaster in that department to pve certificates accord- 
ingly to the state agent of New York, or any other pereon or 
persons authorised to receive the same, the oortifloato e 
givon t o - tho otato a g en t to bo" « foditod to the ^oto of 
S pooifio B upplioQ demondod of the ooad S tato.^ 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER to, 1781 

A letter, of 6th, &om Major General Heath at PeakskiU, 
was read, with sundry papers enclosed: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 5, from Frederick King to PetCT Baynton was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post. 
Office. 

A letter, of 28 August, from the governor of the State of 
Rhode Island, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, 
Mr. [Joseph] Jones. 

A letter, of 18 August, from Geoi^ Geddes, was read: 

Ordered, That it be r^erred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [James] Duane. 

> This teptnt, in ttie writini; of Jamee Mitchell Vanmm, ia in the Paper* of tit 
Continmtat Cvngnu, No. 19, V, folio 1«3. See ante AngUBt 23. 

' HeaUt's letter is in the PaT>vt of Ow Contmaiial Congrm, No. 157, folio 2M; 
Eing'aia in No. 78, XIII, folio STI; the Rhode Island letter ia in No. 64, folio 61S. 
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A letter, of this day, from \^niliAm Grayson, one of the 
commisEdoners of the Board of War, was read, requesting 
that Congress will now be pleased to accept his resignation as 
commissioner in the war office. 

Resolved, That lus resignation be accepted. 

A letter, of 6, from Colonel John Laurens, was read.' 

ITie committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Hie Committee of the week report, 

That whaterer damages may be decreed upon a suit brought in 
the State of Maasachusetts on ^e bond of John Kavel and Xathaniel 
Silsbee Master and owner of the privateer Morning Star to Mchael 
Hin^as Esquire Continental treasurer for an illegal seizure of the 
schooner Bodgstm be appropriated to the use of the owners of the 
sud schooner and be paid over to their order. 

That Benjamin Lithman's [Putnam's] letter requesting the inter- 
ference of Congreee m a judicial process depending in France remain 
on the table. 

That Samuel Barrett or Jon" Pollard who apply for compensation 
for their trouble in adjusting the accounts of the expenditures of the 
Convention Troops in the State of Massachusetts and particularly 
for receiving a laige sum in specie in payment for provisions pur- 
chased there be refrared for compensation to the said State.* 

Ordered, That a letter, of 22 At:^UBt, from Perez Morton, 
be referred to a committee of three: 

The membeis, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] 
Jones, Mr. [Geoi^] Walton; 

That a letter, of August 16, 1781, from Sam! Barrett and 
Jont Pollard be referred to the Board of Treasmy. 

Ordered, ThsA a petition of Benj. Putnam lie on the table. 

A letter of Colonel Louis was read : ' 

> GnyBcn'H letter ia In tiie Papen qfihe Continmlal Omgrm, No. 78, X, U^o 366; 
lAUiena's is ia No. 165, folio 267. 

* Thia report ia id the Paper* of tie Coniinenlal Oongnn, No. 32, folio 243. 

■ Hort(Hi'a lett«r, in reference to the Jfominff ^^i is in the Paper* nf &t Cbn- 
ImenAii Congrtu, No. 19, IT, folio 449; Barrett Knd PoIUtd'a letter is in No. 78, IV, 
folio 277; ITtmuun's petition, dated Febroary 24, 1781, ia in No. 42, TI, falioB268 
and 260; Louia's lettra is in No. 78, XIV, foUo 4S9. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The conunittee of the week was elected : 

Mr. [George] Partridge, Mr. [Daniel] Mowry, Mr. [George] 
Walton. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, aeconded by 
ISi. [Roger] Sherman: 

Resolved, 'That it be recommended to the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations to pay unto Ezekiel Co> 
nell esq', a commissioner of the Board of War, five himdred 
and fifty-seven dollars and sixty-ninetieths of a dollar specie 
in discharge of a warrant drawn in his favour for that sum 
bearing date the axth day of this present month, Sept. 1781, 
signed by the Board of Treasury and directed to Thomas 
Smith, conunissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Pensylvania and that the said State of Rhode Island 
charge ihs same to the United States. 

A letter, of 8th, and one of 10th, from the supeiintendant 
of finance were read : ^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The monbers, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [R(^er] Sherman, 
Mr. T[homafl] Smith. 

A memonal from the Hon. the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
France was read, enclofdng a commission from his Most 
Christian Majesty, appointing the Sieur ||John|| Holker consul 
general in the states of New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania, 
and Delaware:' 

Ordered, That the said commission be r^^t«-ed, and an 
act of rec(%nition issued thereupon. 

■ The letter of Sth la in the Papen o/Oe CbnltiutUol Congrm, No. 137, I, ddio 13S; 
fbMt of lOth is on foUe 137. 

* This puignph and the nder followinfc were also entered in the manuscript Secret 
Joonul, Foreign AQain. Ltueme'e letter, dated September 10, 1781, is printed in 
0^.9 Diftomatie Com$pantknen^ a» ^nurieon iinKriN(*m (Wharton), IV, 70S. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the accounts of Gf^tain George Turner, late 
commifisary of prisoners for the southern army, be referred 
to the Board of Treasury, who are directed to take measures 
for settling and adjusting the same.' 

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on 
the information respecting Colonel I. Haines delivered in a 
report. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Samuel 
John] AtJee, Mr. [James] Duane. 

The report of the committee on the r^ulation of the treas- 
ury office being reduced into the form of an ordnance \ras 
read a first and second time; 

Ord^ed, That tomorrow be assigned for the third reading. 

The committee, ||consisting of 'Utt. Vamum, Mr. Atlee, Mr. 
Duane, 1 1 to whom was referred the letter, of this day, from 
the Board of War delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommended to the 
states of New Jersey and Fensylvania, immediately to embody 
three thousand men each, properly officered and equipped, 
and cause than to rendezvoiis at such place or places as the 
commanding officers shall direct. 

The del^ates for the State of Massachusetts laid before 
Congress certain resolutions passed by the general Assembly 
of that State: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the superintendant of 
finance. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

'T)uat9poitiain1lMPapeni)fl}uO<mti7ieTtUU CongrtM, No. 148, II, tolio237. 
>l)iiB letter ia In the fopm (!^ At OmtiMRlal Omgrut, No. 148, 1, folio 421. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER ii, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from J. Moylan, cloatbier general; 
and 

One, of the same date, from Doct OUphant, deputy director, 
were read: ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a petition of William Hardy he on the table; 

That a letter of Bcoxtn d'Arendt be referred to the Board 
of War; * 

That a letter and accoimt of Ann Roberts, as executrix to 
her late brother, Robert Jewell, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury.' 

The Committee on the Poet Office, to whom was referred a 
letter from Frederic King, deUvered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Major General Heath be directed to order a 
proper escort for the safe conveyance of the mail between the 
post offices at Morristown and Fish Kill.* 

The ordinance for r^ulating the treasury, &c. was read a 
third time, and passed in the following fonn: 

AN QBIHNAirOK FOB EBOUI^lTNa THE TBBASUBT, AMD ADJUBTtSQ 
THE PUBLIC AOOOUNT8. 

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress Eissembled, 
that &om and after the 20th day of September, 1781, the 
functions and appointments of the commisuoners of the treas- 
ury, chambers of accoimts, auditor general, auditors and 
extra commissioners of accounts, their assistants, under offi- 

1 Honlan'fl letter ia in tbe Paptn of the Cmlinmtal Congnu, No. 78, XVI, folio 231; 
Olyphant'i is m No. 78, XVII, folio 341. 

■ Hardjr'a petition is in the Popen ofOie Contmmtdl Congnu, No. 42, III, folio 427; 
d'Aiendt's letter is in No. 78, Til, folio 407. 

■This report, in the writing of Qecrge Putridge, isin thePafun o/tfwCimtHwntal 
ComgrtM, No. 32, lolio 247. 

* This leport lain the PdiMTtq^lkf CoiUmantoI Coni/nu, No. 61, folio 48B. 
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cers and clerks, shall cease and .determine; that for the more 
effectual execution of the business of the treasury, and the 
settlement of the public accounts, the following officers shall 
be appointed in aid of the superintendant of finance, his 
assistant, a e eottittont secretary and clerks, namely, a comp- 
troller, a treasurer, a roister, auditors and clerks. The 
comptroller shall be appointed by Congress, with general 
authority to inspect and superintend the settlement of public 
accounts, and all subordinate officers concerned therein; it 
shall be his immediate duty to see that the public accoimts 
are expeditiously and properly adjusted, and accurately and 
safely kept. And, that it may be done with the greater 
facility, he shall direct a general form in which all the public 
accounts shall be stated and rendered. He shall take care 
that the balances of public moneys are punctually deposited 
in the hands of the treasiirer. The comptroller shall commit 
every account to such clerk f<nr examination, as he shall judge 
most proper for that purpose, naming also the auditor to 
whom the clerk shall transmit it. When an account is 
audited in the mann^ herein after described, it shall be 
reported to the comptroller, and any person who shall think 
himself aggrieved by the judgment of the auditor, shall have 
a privilege of appealing, within foin>teen days, to the comp- 
troller. In all such appeals the comptroller shall openly and 
publicly hear the parties, and his decision shall be conclusive. 
The account being finally adjusted, shall be transmitted by 
the comptroller to the roister, to be entered of record; and 
a note of the balance shall be certified by the comptroller to 
the superintendant of finance, to make out the proper war- 
rants for payment. 

The treasurer shall be appointed by Congress. It shall be 
his duty to receive and keep all moneys of the United States, 
and issue them on warrants drawn by the President of Con- 
gress, or the superintendant of finance. On receiving money 
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he shall give a receipt, and on every payment take one, to 
serve as his voucher. He shall render his accounts quarterly 
to the comptroller for examination and settlement, and trans- 
mit a copy, when audited, to the superintendant. 

The r^iister shall be appointed by Congress. He shall 
keep all the public accounts, both of receipts and expendi- 
tures, and every warrant on the treasurer or others shall be 
entered and countersigned by the r^^ter before it shall be 
paid. He shall have the appointment of the clerk or clerks 
necessaiy to assist him in his office. 

The auditors, the number of whom shall be fixed by the 
superintendant of finance, shall be appointed by Congress. 
After an account shall be examined by the clerk, in the 
manner herein after directed, it shall be delivered to the 
auditor, who shall hear the party and the clerk, and deter- 
mine upon the objections, and being satisfied that the 
accoimt is properly adjusted, shall pass it as audited, and 
transmit it to the comptroUer. 

The derks, the number of whom shall also be regulated by 
the superintendant of finance, shall be appointed by the 
comptroller: it shall be their duty, respectively, to examine 
all accounts which shall be committed to them by the comp- 
troller, to correct all errors, and to note in writing what may 
appear exceptionable, dther as to the propriety of the 
charges, or the validity of the vouchera; and traiismit the 
accounts with tua remarks, to the auditor; and the party, 
for himself, and the clerk, on behalf of the public, shall be 
heard before the auditor. 

That the several officers before mentioned, shall respeo 
tively take an oath, to be administered by the President of 
Congress, or one of the judges of the supreme or superior 
court within any of the United States for the faithful execu- 
tion of the trust reposed in them respectively.' 

> Thk report, in the wiiting of Jui« Doane, la in the Faptn (^ Qit Oontnunlol 
Qimgntt, No. 136, V, foUa 46». 
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[He Committee to wbom the letter of the 24 instuit from the 
SuperinteDdent of Finance was referred — Report] 

Resolved, That the salary of the comptroller be eighteen 
hundred and fifty dollars in apooio per annum: 

That the salary of the treasurer be fifteen hundred dollars 
peramium: 

That the salary of the register be twelve hundred dollars 
pCT annum: 

That the salary of each auditor be at the rate of one 
thousand dollars per amnun : 

That the salary of each clerk be at the rate of five hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Resdved, [That the superintendant of finance be, and 
hereby is, authorised to appoint a secretary in his office, 
with a salary of one thousand dollars per annum ^e^.] 

Ordered, That Friday next be assigned for the election of a 
Comptroller, Treasurer and Register.' 

The committee on the letters, of 8 and 10, from the supers 
intendant of finance delivered in a report. 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
petition of Sam' Bryan, delivered in a report. 

The Committee of Commerce report the foUowiDg resolution upon 
the memorial of Samuel Bryan: 

That no passport for the importation of salt from any part of the 
British Dominions be granted, but at the instance of a State, and 
that a State, the situation of whose trade may render such passport 
absolutely necessary for the inizoduction of salt.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' TUa report, in the writing of Tbomaa HcKeon, except tbe portloiu in bnckets, 
whidi an in the writing of Thomu Bee, and the lut pangnph, wliich ie in Thom- 
■on'a writing, ia in the Farm of tkt Contmenloi Cttiyfrtu, No. 19, IV, folio 325. 

* This teptnt ia in the Papen of At Continental Omgrat, No. 19, I, folio 433. See 
poff, September 24. The report, aa the indt»sement ahowa, waa imdered obaolete 
by the icport on tlie petition d Thomas Savage. 
8S883*— VOL SI— 12 ^13 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER za, 1781 

The committee on the memorial of Thomas Savage; 
The committee on the letter, of 22 August, from Perez 
Morton; 

The Conunittee to whom was referred the letter of Perez Morton 
b^ leave to Report, That M' Michael Hill^as Esq' be directed to 
execute the Pow^ of Attorney as requested by M' Morton, and that 
t^e monies finally recovered in the Suit instituted upon tiie Bond 
mentioned in said letter be lodged in the Treasury of Uie United 
States.' 

The committee on the memorial from sundry merchants 
in Boston and petition of sundry inhabitants of Pensylvania; 
and 

The Committee to whom were committed the Memorial of divers 
Merchanta of the State of New York and the Memorial of Divers 
Merchants of the State of Massachusetts beg leave to report the 
subject Matter of their Memorials respecting Debts between tliem and 
Merchants of Great Britain contracted previous to the present War 
cannot be decided upon antecedent to a Negociation of Peace wherem 
the just Bights of the Citizens of the United States will be fully 
attended to and secured agreable to the Laws of Nations. The 
Committee beg Liberty farther to Keport that whereas the United 
States in Congress assembled are determined to administer full and 
equal Justice to all public Creditors, and whereas many of the Citizens 
of the United States have been greatly injured by the Operation of 
tender Laws which were originally founded in the* best of principles 
tho' by the Depreciation of the paper Currency enabled many to 
disdiarge their contracts by partial tho' nominal Payments: Resolved 
therefore that it be earnestly recommended to the L^islators of the 
respective States to enact Laws whereby all Payments made in paper 
Currency in Fuisuance of tender Laws since the first day of September 
A. D. 1777, in Discha^e of Debts contracted prior to the first day of 
January A. D. 1777, shall he considered as money advanced on ao- 
* Hiis raport, In tlie vritiiig 1^ James Mitchell Vanium, is in the Papen qf tht 
OontinmUil Congnu, No. 19, IT, folio 451, Indoised on Morton's letter. The report 
wae referred, u the indonement shows, on Februur 1, 1762, to a committee composed 
of HcEeui, Boudinot aiid Livennae. 
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count and that actions at Law be proTided for recovering the Differ^ 
ence between the real sum due and the nominal Payment with Interest 
and that where such payments have been mode in discharge of Mort- 
gages the Difference as aforesiad remain a Lien upon the Estates 
Mortgaged provided an after sale has not been bona fide made by 
tlie l^rtgagor or his Heirs and Whereas some Cases may have hap- 
pened requiring equitable Relief which cannot be reduced to a fixed 
Principle of Law, It ia therefore recommended aa aforesaid Uiat 
Courts of Chanccoy or Equity be empowered to take cognizance of 
and decree upon Uiem. 

The Committee refer the Memorial of divers Inhabitants of the 
State of Pennsylvania to the foregoing reports.* 

The committee appointed to confer with Major Burnet; 
delivered in their several reports. 

The report of the committee ||coii«sting of Mr. Mathews, 
Mr. Sherman, Mr. T. Smith|| on the letters of S and 10 from 
the superintendent of finance was takea into consideration ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be, and 
hereby is, authorised and directed to fit out and employ the 
ships of war belonging to these United States, in such manner 
as shall appear to him beet calculated to promote the interest 
of these XJnited States; and that all necessary expences 
incurred in consequence thereof, be defrayed by the United 
States.' 

The report of the committee on the memorial of Thomas 
Savage was taken into consideration; after debate: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [Jamee 
Kfitchell] Vamum: 

Ordered, Tliat a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the Board of War on the subject of the letter from 
Colonel Louis, and in conjunction witii them to take order: 

> TUa leptnt, in the writing of James Mitchell Tamuio, ia in the Paptn of Bit Omti- 
tuntal Qmgnu, No. 20, I, folio 376. On September 29 it wu pootponed. 
* TbSs TVfort, in the writing of John Uitbem, Is in the Papen nf lAt CbntuMntal 
w, No. 10, IV, folio 331. 



dbyGoot^le 



964 Journals (^ Congress 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

The report of the committee appointed to confer with 
Major Bmnet was taken into consideration: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed and that the committee 
confer with the Board of War and superintendant of finance 
on t^e subject. 

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

Wae Oitiok September 11* 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board do themselves the honor to enclose to Congress two 
estimates one for furnisliiDg Qeneral Heath's Table the other for 
General Greene's. 

If those estimates should meet the ^probation of Congress the 
Board will order the articles contained in tiie estimate, purchased and 
forwarded to General Greene and the money forwarded to General 
Heath, as the Board are well informed he can procure the articles on 
better terms than they can at this place and pay the transportation. 
Should Congress agree to this report it may be proper to resolve, 

lliat the Superintendant of Finance take order for furnishing to 
the orders of the Board of War, the sum of two hundred and thirty 
seven pounds to be applied by them agreeable to their report of the 
11* Inst.' 

Ordered, That the superintendant of finance take order for 
furnishing to the Board of War the sum of six hundred and 
thirty-two dollars to be applied by them agreeably to their 
report of the U th Instant, and the farther sum of five htmdred 
dollars for the use of Major Cieneral Greene. 

A memorial of Major General A. St. Clair, and a letter, of 
Ist, from Brigadier General Stark,' were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Richard] Howly, Mr. [William] Sharpe, 
Mr. [George] Partridge. 

"ndBTepoTtisinthei'opmo/fAt Coi^nenial CongrtM, No. 148, 11, tdio24l. 
*Bt. CUir'BtnemoTiiJiBiathei'apn-fa/tAc Cantituntid Cangnu, No. 43, folio 247; 
Stuk's letter ia in No. 78, XXI, folio 117. 
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The committee of the week made report ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a letter, of Ist, from General Schuyler; and 

A letter, of 21 August, from Major Galvan, be referred to 
the Board of War.* 

The committee, Hconeisting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Sherman, II to whom was referred the letter from S. 
Deane, of 15 May, report, 

That provision is made for the examination of Mr. 
Deane's accounts, by the appointment of a vice consul; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Deane be informed of that appointment. 

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lovell, 
Mr. Shennan,j| on the letter of 12 April, from Mr. W. Lee, 
report, 

"That upon principles admitted by Congress, in the settle- 
ment of an accoimt similar to that transmitted by Mr. Lee, 
there appears to be due to him a balance of forty-two thou- 
sand, one hundred and eighty-nine livres toumois;" Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, Thai the account be referred to the superintendant 
of finance, to take order for payment of the balance, [with 
interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum, from this day, 
as soon as the state of the public finances will admit.] ' 

A motion woo - m ft de by M>. T[homao] Bmith, Booondod 
ty Mf. [GkiOP g o] Glymer ? 

^httt - Majof GonoHil S t r Gloig - oau s e tho - loTio B- of - tbo 
Ponoyl¥ i mift - lino now in-Pen s ylvanio to gondogvouB - ftt 

■ This report, in the writiiiK of Geoige Futridge, is in tfae Papen of tiu Contitunial 
Ctmfnu, No. 32, folio 24B; Oalvan'a letter is in No. 78, X, folio 363; Schuyler's ie m 
No. 163, III, foUo 673. 

* This raport, in the writa'DK of Gecage Clymer, except the part in bncketa, iriiich 
is in the writing cf Thomas McEean, ia in the Paptn of tht Ctmtment^ Cangra*, 
No. 1», III, fotioa 61»-621. 
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80 it pooood in tho nogntiye i 

A report from the Board of War on the petition of Thomas 
Smith and William Stone waa read; Whereupon, 

War OmoB September Iff^ 1781. 
Sir, 

The Board hsve been honored with a reference from Congren of 
the memorial of Thomas Smith and 'William Stone. We hare no 
doubt of the representation of the memoriahsts ao far as relates to 
thdr being taken into the service of the United States, from which 
they were discharged on the 3' of November last. As to the payment 
of the passives of the families of officers in Continental service, the 
Board are unacquainted therewith farther than that on a reference 
to two Gentlemen of Philadelphia an allowance was made to the 
ownraa of the vessel mentioned in the memorial, beyond what this 
Board deemed reasonable and probabfy the panages of some of the 
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Families of officers might hftve been taken into consideration Irf the 
Beferees who were appointed by the Treasuiy Board and the owners 
of the veseel, the former acting by authority from Congress ^Ten 
them for the purpose. We have no doubt of the Utility of the 
memorialists to the United States as well on past occasions as in 
services now in contemplation. But as the payment of the passages 
of any Families has not been made by any express authority from 
Congress, or with the consent of this Board we cannot report in favor 
of the petition unless the rule was generally adopted. If Congress 
however are of opinion that an exception can be made on account of 
the peculiar usefulness of the Petitioners they will be pleased to 
direct, 

That the memorial of Thomas Smith and William Stone be referred 
to the Treasury Board who are directed to take order for payment of 
the passages of the Families of the said Thomas Smith and Vnilism 
Stone from Charlestown to Philadelphia. 

Probably a less exceptionable way will be to order 

Ordered, That the sum of one hundred and seventy-six 
dollars be ^ca4 advanced to Thomas Smith and William 
Stone i n r- oon e idorotion - of - -fl o w ioe fl- wmdo f od tbo ' tTnit ed 
Stotes on account. 

But if Congress are of opinion that the Prayer of the Petition cannot 
be granted they will be pleased to resolve, 

That the Prayer of the Petition of lliomss Smith and William 
Stone who request payment of the passages of their Families from 
Charlestown to Philadelphia cannot with expediency be comphed 
with under the present drcumstanccs of the Finances of the United 
States.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. 17S1 

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon, 

Resolved, That Thursday, the 13th day of December next, 
be appointed to be observed as a day of public tJianksgiving 

■ This report ia in i^M Paptn of the CmOinental Con^rvn, No. 148, II, fidio 247. 
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throu^out the United States; and that a committee be 
appointed to prepare and report a proclamation suitable to 
the occasion: The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. 
[Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman. 

Congress resumed the second reading of the ordinance 
respecting captures, and some time being spent: 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 14, 1781 

A r^>ort from the committee of the week was read; 
Whereupon, 

The Committee of the Week report, 

ThtA the petition of Stephen M^Crea praying for an allowance of 
Interest on Cash advanced by him for the poblick use in Dec^ 1776 
be referred to the Board of Treaaory to take order. 

That the petition of Owen Ferris purporting that he is sued for a 
Debt due from him aa a Quarter master and praying for reUef be 
referred to the Board of Treasury.' 

Ordered, That a petition of Stephen McCrea be referred to 
the Board of Treasury to take order; 

That a petition of Owen Ferris be referred to the Board 
of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Order&i, That the sum of four thousand nine hundred and 
one dollars and 41/90 of a dollar in specie c^-tificates payable 
in one year be advanced to Samuel Miles, quartramaster for 
Fensylvania, on account of Colonel T. Pickering, quarter- 
mitster general, for the payment of a brigade of teams 
employed in the public service, and for which sum the said 
quartermaster general is to be accountable.* 

■ This npoct, in Ois wiitiiig d Qenge I^rtridge, iain ttiePap<nq/tAf Cmttnentol 
Congnt, No. SS, foUo 26L 
* TtoB Mpwt is in the Paper* of Hit Continmtal Congrtu, No. 138, V, folio 463. 
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The committee to whom was re-coimnitted the report on 
the memorial of Thomas Savage delivered in a report. 

Hie Committee to whom was recommitted their reprart on (he fcan- 
going petition report the following resolution viz: 

Bewlwd, That the Inhabitanta of the Island of Bermada be per- 
mitted freely to import Salt into any of the United States 'till the 
farther Ordw of Omgrees, any former ReBoIutions or Ordinances to 
ti» contrary notwithstanding ; And all Commanders of Armed Ves- 
sells or oth^ citizens of any of the United States are strictly charged 
and commanded from and after the fifteenth day of October not to 
molest any of the said Inhabitants navigating upon the high Seas, 
loaded with Salt, or utensils for procuring the same, or on their 
Passage from any of the United States to the said Island, provided 
that on such return they shall be furnished with a Cert^cate or 
Clearance of their Cai^oes from the OflScer of the Fort from whence 
they last departed. 

Betolved, That the said Inhabitants be permitted to export in 
Return for their Salt, Rice, Wheat, Indian Com, Rye or Barley in 
Grain. 

fiw of w idt - Tb at in - pgop e rtawi -t o wcry hBndi !i od - Bii B hclg '' (rf -8alt 
fanpert i ed a o a for e onidj the sa id Inb a bit ft n t Sj - ia -a ddition to the gr t ia 
a fe i' C Ba idj - bep e Hnit te d to cgport t wo D a w e lfrof - Beofi - op i Poi ' lM i nd - two 
Ttnrmlfi o f "F l m iT n r nr and n h n r n t hn PmTi ninnn n nnmno Tj f n i tl iti i 



The committee to whom was recommitted their report upon the 
petition of Thomas Savage report that in lieu of the last resolution 
fcmneriy reported be inserted the following proviso and resolve: 

Providtd, That the said Inhabitants be not permitted to export 
more than Eighty Thousand Bushels of Grain of every kind in the 
Space of one Year, and in Proportion thereto Monthly; That is to 
say from the State of New Hampshire Buriiels; 

M[as8achu8ett8], Bushels Ac. 

BeKHved, That it shall not be lawful to export Money, or any other 
Articles in Return for the Salt aforesaid, excepting Gnin as aforesaid. 

Bestdved, That the Passports granted to the States of Virginia and 
Maryland, by a Resolution of the day of so far as 

the same have not been actually applied, be and the same are hereby 
recalled. 
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RatAoed, That the Quantity of Grun that may be exported by 
Virtue of any of th« Passports aforesud, be considered aa port of tlw 
Proportions of said States, mentioned to be exported aforesaid. 

Beaohed, That no Grain shall be exported by Virtue of these Reso- 
lutions till Stipulation be made in the Naval or Clearance of the State 
from whence the same is to be exported, for discharging the same in 
the said Island, and for appropriating the same for the Sole Use and 
consumption of the Inhabitants thereof; which Stipulation shall not 
be cancelled till a Certificate be produced from three reputable 
Inhabitants of said Islands Friends to the United States, ascertaining 
a full Compliance with the Conditions aforesaid.* 

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr. 
[R(^r] Sherman, 

Resolved, That until the ratification of some convention 
between his Most Christian Majesty and the United States, 
coaceming vice consular power, every vice consul of his 
Most Christian Majesty sh^, upon the application of the 
consul appointing him to the supreme executive power of 
the State to which he may be sent, receive the exequatur, in 
like form with the exequatur delivered to a consul mviaiiU 
mutandis, and thereupon, the same proceedings shall be had 
with respect to publication.' 

Ordered, That the election of a comptroller, treasurer and 
raster be postponed till Tuesday n^t. 

* Tbcoe reports, in the writing of Jusea Mitchell Vnmuin, im in the Paptn of ttf 
CcmixneMaX Con/gm*, No. 41, IX, folioa 177 knd 179. See Beptember 28, when the; 
were rejected. 

The following puagnph wm oubmitted. It it in George Walton's hud ud ia in 
die Ptxpen qfA* ConXAnenttU Congmi, No. 41, IX, folio 181: 

Which nid quantities irf gnin shall extend so fu as may be wanting for flie sapport 
of the inhabitants of the Island aforesaid, and that such vessel or vessels as may be 
employed in bringing the said salt shall give bond and security, that the esid grain 
be landed la Bermudas and upon a certificate being produced from three gentlemen 
of reputation, friends to the American cause, to be appointed by the inhabitants, the 
■dd bond shall be cancelled. 

And the following, which is on folio IBS: 

Rtaolved, That the grain exported to sud Island oi Bermuda by virtue ot the fore- 
going reoolntion in any one year from any one State in the union shall not exceed the 
amount of thousand bushels. 

■ Tlus resolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 
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The committee on the letter, of 28 August, from the gov- 
ernor of Rhode Island, <&c. ; and 

The committee on the letter, of 23 August, from Major 
General the Marquis de la Fayette, and a paragraph of a 
letter, of 14 May, from the hon*^' Doct Franklin, delivered 
in thar respective reports. 

Congress resumed the second reading of the ordinance 
respectii^ captures, and some time being spent thereon: 

AN OBDINANCB KBLATINO TO OAFTDBB8. 

In pursuance of the poweis delegated by the Confederation in 
cases of Capture on Water. 
Be it orduned by the United States in Congress assembled, Uiat 
m I. from and after the first day of November next all reso- 

^ lutions and ordinance of Congress relating to captures 

or recaptures on water and coming within the purview of this ordi- 
nance shall be null and void: But questions of this nature ariung 
before or which shall he undetermined at that day shall 
be determined at any time during the War with Oreat 
Britain according to them, in the same manner, as if this ordinance 
had never been made. 

It shall be lawful to capture and to obtain condemnation of the 
jvoperty hereinafter enumerated if found bdow high water mark; 
that is to say. 

I. All ships and other vessels of whatsoever mze or denominstioa 
belon^ng to an enemy of the United States, witii thmr rigging, tackle, 
apparel and furniture. 

n. All goods wares and merchandizes belonging to and found on 
board of a ship or other vessel of such enemy. 

nil AlI ' O g n t wriMmd - g e edSi - w ft F eB and m e i - ch a ndigc a' Mon^g t » 
B uoh Enemy in -t b e-a h i p e F oth e y ¥ eB o e l of wh a t a ewef natioB ' foond i 
I¥i-t A1I e ontf a b a nd - goodS) - w ft F es ^ nd meynh a ndieo a ' to - whateT ep 
nation • b e lon g ing) ^ t ho^ found in ■> neutwJ bottom^ - it 
d esfc ined foF th e us e of an Enen q'T 
¥ 3. All ships or other vessels, goods, wares, and merchandizes 
belonging to any power or the subjects of any power against which 
letters of marque or reprisal shall have issued. 
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3/^ 4. All ships or other Tessels with thur rigging, tsckle, apparel 
and furniture and with their cargoes to whatsoever nation belonging, 
destined to any port or jdace invested, besieged or blockaded, by a 
sufficient force belonging to in the service of or co-operating with the 
United States, so effectuallj as that one cannot attempt to enter into 
such port or place without evident danger. 

Vfif All ships or other vessels, with their rigging, tackle, apparel 

and fumituie, and with their cargoes, found in the po oocfls ion of 

pirates. 

Hie goode wares and mercliandizeB to be adjudged contraband 

are the following, that is to say, Cannons, Mortars, fire 

arms, pistols, bombs, granadoes, bullets, balls, fusees, 

flints, matches, powder, salt-petre, sulphur, cuirasses, pikes, swords, 

belts, pouches, cartouche boxes, saddles and bridles, 

in any quantity beyond what may be necessaiy for 

the ship's provision and may properly appertain to and be judged 

necessary for every man of the ship's crew or for ea^ 

passenger. 

If it shall manifestly appear that of any entire tiling of which 

division cannot be made without injury to its value a subject of the 

enemy and a citizen or a subject of a foreign ■povrex not being an 

enemy are joint holders, the whole shall be condemned and sold for 

gold or snlver; the proper proportion of the net proceeds of which 

shall be deposited in the treasury of the State in which the sale shdl 

be, to be pud to the order of such citizen or the subject of such foreign 

power. 

If such divimon can be accomplished, but nmther the dtizen nor 
the subject of fordgn powers nor his agent shall require spedfic 
restitution of his proper^ there shall be a sale in the same manner 
as if the property were indivisible. But if in such case a requisition 
be made to this effect, the due proportion shall be 
specifically restored a ee wdinyto t h e t a tioof the numb ^ 
a nd - ^ a lu e e f t h e pwporty 

Whose property shall have been ori^ally captured on land from 
a citizen of the United States and shall be recaptured below high 
water mark by another citizen thereof restitution shall be made to 
the former owner upon tiie payment of a reasonable salvage not 
exceeding one fourtii part of the value, no rt^ard being had to the 
time of possesion by the enemy. 
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In all cases of recapture by aa armed Teasel fitted out at the 
expence of the United States of a veesel or othn* effects 
belon^ng to a cituen the Court shall adjudge the pro- 
portion which would be due to the United States of a uoh re ea ptufO 
to be remitted to the original owno* such citizen; no regard being 
had to the time of possession by tlie enemy. 
In all other cases of recapture restitution shall be made to the 
owner upon payment of one third part of the true value 
for salvage, if the jvoperty shall have been retaken in 
less tiian twenty four hours after the capture. 

But if it shall not hare been retaken until the expiration of twenty 
four hours after the capture restitution shall not be made of any 
part. 
Besides &ose who are duly autiiorised to make captures by a 
Nts. special commission, captures of the property of an 

* enemy shall be ri low e d adjudged lawful, 

l^when made by a private vessel not having such commisuon 
satisfactory proof being produced, ttutt they were made 
in pursuing the course of her voyage and repelling a 
previous attack from an enemy. 
2. by any body or detachment of regular soldiers. 

3. by inhabitants of the Country, if made within 
caimon shot of the shore. 

4. by an armed veesel sailing under a commission of his Most 
Christian Majesty. 

5. by the crews of British vessels, while captures of this sort are 
licensed by the British. 

Recaptures shall be made by no ol^er person than those autttotized 
to make Captures, except the Crews of vessels retaken. 

The destruction of papers or the posseeuoQ of double 
papers by any captured vessel shall be considered as 
evideoice for condemnatdon unless good cause be shewn to the 
contrary. 

From and after the first day of November which shall be in the 
(year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Ei^ty-one, any 
letters of passport or st^e conduct granted before the twenty seventh 
day of March last under the Authority of Congress to any person 
whatsoeveor for removal of property from a place beyond sea within 
the Dominions or possessions of the British ^ng shall be void. 



dbyGoot^le 



964 Joumcds of Congress 

Upon Uie capture of a vessel commissioned as a Man^of-W&r or 
{H-iTateer, by any of the sblps vessels of war of the United States of 
America, the whole of the property condemned shall be adjudged to 
the captors to be divided in the following manner, that is to say 
It* It. 

Upon iha capture of any oiber vessel if made by a 

veesel of war belon^ng to the United States, one half 

of the prop^y condemned shall be decreed to the United States, 

and the otiier half to the captors to be divided as aforesaid; if by u 

[^vate vessel not having a Commission the whole shall 

be decreed to the captors to b e divided ae a foroo a id i 

if by anybody or detachment of vo g ai m r s eldiof s regular or other troops 

in tile service of the United States, the whole shall be adjudged to the 

captors to be divid e d o e afofoBftid to be divided floeopding to t he 

pertioM of pay Hi fl poe t ively allowed them in proportion 

to the pay in the line of the army; if by inhabitants 

of the country being in arms, the whole shall be adjudged to the 

captors to be divided aa a f om e aid equally among them, 

provided that if any such inhabitant shall be wounded 

in making the capture, he shall be entitJed to two shares and if 

killed his legal representatives shall be entitled to four 

Hr M. shores : if by the crews of Britjsh vessels, the whole shall 

be adjudged to the captors (eKocp t in thoo e imitaneco 

in whioh - the e^uro m a y b e long - to -a o - Aia e rie a p — eifaco) | to be 

divided at the discretion of the Court. 

On recapture by an armed vessel belonging to the United 
HM3. States of a vessel under the protection of a vessel be- 

longing to the enemy oqaiiy e d - in -a- w a riiho ^n a a aef 
commissioned as a man-of-war or privateer, or where the vessel retaken 
is equipped in a warlike manner, the proportion to be 
N'la. withdrawn from the origind owners shall be divided as 

in the case of a capture of an enemy's vessel e quipp e d in 
a w a riiho nuumop commissioned as a man-of-war or privateer. 

On recapture by an armed vessel belonging to the United 
States of a vessel under the protection of an hostile 
vessel not e quipp e d in * w a Flft e' <n a BP eg commissioned as a man-of- 
war or privateer; and where the vessel retaken is not 
equipped in a war-like in*fiTiftr the iHY>portion to be 
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withdrawn from the original owner shall be divided as ia the case of 

an hostile vessel not equipp e d iH -a- wwlike - ni ft im ef com- 

□uaraoned aa a man-of-war or privateer. 

The rales of deciaioa in the several courts shall be the resolutions 

and ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled, public 

treaties, when declared to be so by an act of Congress, and the law of 

Nations, according to the general usages of Europe. Public treaties 

shall have the preeminence in all trials. 

This ordinance shall commence in force on the first day of 

Done &c.* 

Adjoximed to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

> "nUa rapcat, in tiia writuig of Charles Tbanuon, ia in the Paptn of th* Gmtmental 
Oongnu, No. 69, III, folio 273. The following paper, in the writing of Junes Had iaon, 
indicates the amendmenta which were made at his suggeetioii. It is on lolioa 2SD}, 
2S5,and280: 

N? 1. After Oqiturw— or recaptorea. 

Nf 2. After "Wore" inaert, "or which shall be undetermined at." 

Nt 3. After rule VII. inserl^-The goods, wares, and Merchandicee belonging to an 
Enam^ (contnband goods and goods destined to a blocbKlsd or besieged port being 
always excepted) found in a vessel, belonging to a foreign nation otber than an enemy, 
diall in no case be subject to condemnation. 

N? 4. Add to the list of contnband, cablea, laige lopea, Uasta Ac: or substitute the 
list in the Treaty between U. S. and France. 

Nf6. Strike out the words after restored to the end of paragraph. Aftervalue— 

DO regard being had to the time of pasaession by the Enemy and 

Nf C. Strike out the paragrajdi and anbstitute the following: "In all cases of recap- 
ture by an armed vcskI fitted out at the expense of the U. S. of a venel or other effects 
belonging to a citiaen the Court shall adjudge the proportion irtiicb would be due to 
the U. 8. to be remitted to such dtiien; no regard being had to the time of posa o a si on 
by the enemy. 

N! 7. See papers [here the paper is torn off] time of possesaion by the Enemy. 

Nf 8. Strikeout allowed and inawt "Adjudged lawful." 

Nf 0. Between made and in insert "in purauing the comae of her voyage." 

Nf 10. Oannon shot of shore. 

Nf 11. Alter so as to read thus; The deetniction of papera uoleas good cauie be 
ahewn therefor, or the posaesaion of double papers by a captured veoMl, shall be con- 
aidered aa evidence for condemnation. 

Nt 12. See paper Nf IS. 

'Alter hall add: "of the property condemned." 

Nf 13. Strike out "to be divided aa aforeaaid." 

Nf 14. Strike out aa aforeaaid and insert: "According to the propcvtiona of pay 
respectively allowed them." 
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MONDAY, SBPTBHBBR 17, 1781 

Mr. ^)dward] Telfair, a del^ate for Georgia, attended and 
took his place. 

FooTHOTK — Continued. 

Nf 16. Strike out u tfacevid and biMrt; " equftUy uoong tbam, pmrided thatU 
toy luch inhkbilant shall ba wounded in ""^"g the tnptura he ihall be entitled to 
two ehmt, and if killed hia legal rapnaeutative ikall be intitlad to 4 dtaraa.'' 

Nt 16. Strike out the parantheaia. 

Nl 17. Between tecq>tuTe aad ot inaart by an aimed veaaal belongu^ to U. 8. 

KtlS. 8brike<iutthewafd"ao" and after equij^ied add "in a warlike mannar." 

N! 10. Between recaptura and of inaert, by aTM wl riwf an amed veaet baki«- 
ii« to U. B. 

Nf 20. Strike out "ao" and aftv equ^iped add in a wiriike nuuuHC. 

Paper No. 12 i i Ai ed to la alao in Uadiaon'a writing and ia on foUo 281. It la aa 
fdlows: 

N«12. To the Oommander in Chief of the Navy ot the United 8tal«aahall be allotted 
1/20 pert of all jxisea taken by an armed vaHel or voMcla under his crdera and com- 
mand: when there ihall be no auch commander in chief the 1/20 part allotted to him 
dull be paid into the I^eaaary <A the United Stalee. To the Oaptain of any ringle 
aimed venel 2/20 parts, but if more sbipa cr vwla be in company when a prize ia 
taken then the 2/20 parta dull be divided equally among all the Oaptaina. 

To the Oaptaina of Marine^ Ueutananta and Maaten 3/20 parta <rf all [niiea taken 
whan they are in company, to be divided equally among them: 

To the Lieutenants of Harinea, Snrgeona, Chaplaint, puiaers, boatawaina, gunnera, 
carpentera, maat«n mates and the aecretary of Qie fleet 2/20 parta and one half of 1/20 
pert to be divided equally among them: 

To the following p^^ waimnt officera, via: Hidahipmen, (allowing Us each ehip 
rix, for eedi Brig four and ior each sloop two) O^rtaina Clei^ Surgeona Matea, Stew- 
ards, Sail llakers, Coopcca, Armonieia, (allowing for each veael one of each only) 
boetawaine matea, Gunnen Matea, Oatpentcrs Uatea, (allowing tat each veaeel two trf 
each) Cooka, Cockswains (allowing for eadi v«aMl one of eadi) Serjeanta of llarinee 
(allowing 2 for each abip and 1 tor each brig and sloop) 3/20 parta to be divided equally 
antoi^ them. And when a priie ia taken by any vessel on board ot in company ol 
which the Commander in Chief ia, then the Commander in Chiofa Cook or Cockswain 
shall be added to the aaid petty warrant offlcen, and ehare equaOy with them: 

The remaioii^ 8/20 parta and 1/3 ol 1/20 part ahall be divided among the rest of 
the veaaela company at companies, aa it may lumpen, share and share alike. 

No officer not man dull have any dure but such as are actnally on board their sev- 
eral veasels when any prise ot ftitm shall be taken, excepting only sudi ae may have 
been ordwed on board any othv i«iHB before taton or sent away by bis or theb cotOr 
muiding officers: 

The following psfMr, in the writii^ of James Lovell, has re fewmo to the repot aa 
indicated by the marginal lettcn. It ia on lolio 293. 

unAnxa OM TSK pnoroaxD oantNAMoa or ooNanxM nnuTiKa to OAprnxas 

A. Not suSdenUy clear in the expremionahould be thus "Nevttthelem all C4>tiii«e 
and reci^rtnreswhidtahaD have been nude and all admiral^ laita and caniwhtcb 
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A letter, of 6, from the governor of Maesachusette, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the auperintendant of 
finance. 

Fo OTNom — Continued . 

■hall have been iiuttituted bofore tha oud day of shall be conducted 

adjudged and determined upon in aame mumw aa if this ordinance had not been 
made." 

B. If deatined fdi the uae of an Bnemy— Quere—bow ahall thia be Mcertained? 

0. Thia article being very important I beg leave to obaerve ap(m it; that an memy 
mfty by virtne thereof cover the whole of their property upon the m«i, unlen the 
Iaw could point out such Bnbotantial Frm^b of the property of the Ship aa caiutot 
euily be countofeited or procured for the purpoae of deceptitm — aa for inatance, 
that evwy Ship aaid to be neatial ahall fsoduce her Regiater with the official aeal of 
ttie neutral nation; or if tmuftfa have been made thoaetmukca certified and authen- 
ticated by the like official eeel— otherwiae die aball not be deemed a neutral Bottom 
io aa to protect enemiea gooda «i board. At any rate I think the word Qipiun In 
tiiia dauae G. ahould be omitted, aa c^)taina of Mvateen cannot judge at aea of tbe 
propriety of the Capture in nice caaea. If they take without any Colour of Law, they 
are anbject to pay coals, Duugea and other poialtiee; but if the caee should be a 
doubtful one they ought to take and let the Court detwmine, whether Rice or not. 
This prohibition may periiapa be construed to subject them to damages in all cases 
of acquittal, however doubtful the case may be. 

S. Quere— Should not cables, laige Topee, masts Ac. necenary for a Fleet be 
faicludedr 

E. After the Worda "shall be alloved" add— end adjudged agreeably to the Iaws 
rf this ordinance. Quere— astonon-commisricHiedvesseb: Regular soldieis or eittas— 
tnhaUtulB cannot lake unlesB the propwty be driven on the slure or voy near It. 
All other parts id the ordinance restrict the jurisdictiim to tbe limits of low water 
naA, tnttm sonnm sftol o^ ih» Aon. Is it intended that the Priie shall be taken 
by Cannon shot from the riiore; or that the inhabitanto may go out in Boata uid take 
priaea in that distance without commiritni. Tbe distance had better be ascertained 
by miles. 

F . S horid be Am 



The following, in James Madison's writing is oa folio 283: 

tFFBon suBJxcr to outdu um oondxunation 

I. All ships and other vessda of whatever size or denomination belonging to any 
Enemy of the IT. S. with th^ rigging, appanl and furniture: 

II. All goods, wares and merchandiaes, belonjrinjr (o, and found on board a ship or 
vessel of such Enemy: 

in. All contraband goods, wares, and merchandiaes bel<mging to 
Qn: astothta such Enemy, in whooesoever ship or vessel found and vAithenoever 
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A letter, of 14 July, and one, of 20th of the same month, 
from S. Parsons at Martineqiie, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the 
lett^, of 18 August, from G. Geddes. 

FooTHOTB — Continued. 

IV. All goodi, wana, mod merchandiHo found In a hoatile bottom, to wlu)m•oe^■e^ 
bdongLDg, and whitlunoevor d«atined: 

V. All CMitnbttnd, goods, miea, mnd mavhanduw to wbomaoev«r belon^ng, 
dealined toMyporto t pl ft oo fer the tueoi openttiona within tho dominion at poseirion, 
[m to a fleet at aea ot elsewhere] of such memy: 

VI. Allvenela, goods, wares and meichandiMB,t&ken by virtue of lettcn of marque 

VII. All vessels with their caigoes, to whomsoever belonging, destined to any 
port or place, blocked up by veesels of war belongiiig to, in the service of or co-oper- 
ating with the TJ. States: (insert beneged and shut up by batteries.) 

VIII. All venels with Uieir cargoes in the povessitai of Fiiatee n Robben on the 
hi^ seas— if they be not claimed within a year and a day— if claimed within that 
time, to be restored reserving 1/3 ftv salvage to the c^)tor (Salvsge to be discretionary). 

The following CaptuTM shall not be lawful, vis: 

I. Of --mnnTn bnlnncinc tn a fnrntim nstifin n n l ssifirin t ril i n tb s w n r -nrit h t ho F nwn j 
other than an enemy altbou^ laden with articles belonging to the Enemy; vessels 
bound to a blockaded place being always excepted: 

II. Of property belonging to an Enemy found in bottoms belonging to such foreign 
nation: Contraband articles being always excepted: 

III. Of veewls or other property to whonisoever belonging, under protection of 
BOch f<neign power. 

No Prince nor State, nor subject of either, shall be adjudged an Enemy, until some 
act of the United States in Gcmgrees assembled shall be made declaratory thereof. 
Bwt if a h n oti lo n tt n rk l i(i m ari n p rin r t o si irh dorl a nitnn - trt h y an y n r mnil -m mnln 
b e hmgiMf to e n e h Piin ee or S t ate o r the s ubj e e ta Ih ete of, ' bein g a utherisod for that 



The goods, wane and meKhandiMS to be adjudged contraband an the following 
to wit: 

flttch po rt or pl a co owly i a t o be coa riiws d s s blo e k e d up, in t o wiuch nc vo ss ol 
ea a e nte r wi t hou t owdont d a ng ei ) on a cc ei w t of ve sse ls of war s totio B od tbt a ot o * hwd 



The following, in James Uitchell Vamum^ writing, is on ftdio 279. It was not 
incorporated in the ordinance: 

If such gooda, wares and Merchandise should be water borne in any neutral or 
othw vessel, navigating northward of the Latitude and evidently destined 

to any port within the United Stales, tJie same shall be liable to Capture and con- 
demnation; provided, however, that upon proofs being made that such gooda, wares 
and Merchandize shall be free, if proof be made of their having been previously 
captured by an Enemy at War with Great Britain, and legally ctmdemned. 

See under Decembw 4. 
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A letter, of this day, from the president of the supreme 
executive Coimdl of Pensylvania was read, with an enclosed 
eictract of a letter, of 14, from the govranor of New Jersey:^ 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three, 
who are instructed to confer with the supreme ^ecutive 
council of Pensylvania on the subject: 

The members, Mr. [EUias] Boudinot, Mr. [Samuel John] 
Atlee, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

The committee of the week was elected: 

The members, Mr. [Edward] Telfau-, Mr. [Ellas] Boudinot, 
Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Edward] Telfah- be added to the com- 
mittee on the petition of O. Bowen and petition of Roux 
&CoT 

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Llvermcnre, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Mathews, || on the letter of 28 August, from 
the governor of Rhode Island, &c. was taken into considoar 
tion; and Thereupon, 

Reserved, That it be recommended to the executive power 
of the State of Rhode Island, &c., to settle and pay the reason- 
able rents not already p^d, of such store-houses as have 
been used by order of the commanders of the French fleet 
and army in that State, and charge the same to the United 
States.' 

The del^^te for New Hampshire Uud before Congress a 
vote of the general Assembly of that State: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of 
Fmance. 

A letter, of 17 August, two of 25 and one of 26 of the same 
month, from Major Genea*al Greene, were read, with sundry 
papers enclosed : ' 

■ niia l«tt« u in the Papm qfAi OontmmiiU Congmi, No. 09, 11, folio 393. 

'Thiarepcat, in the writing of SamudLivvmva.ia in the Papcno/lAc ContiMntal 
Oongrm, No. 20, 1, folio 207. 

* Tba letter ot August 17 is In the Papen <iS tA« ConJanental Cangnn, No. 156, II, 
loUo 231; <me of August 20 is tm foUo 239; the other of AngUBt 2ft is on lolio 247; 
Oiat of August 26 ii on folio 2G1. 
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Ordered, That the letter, of 25th, be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The m^nbers, Mir. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. ^amuel] 
Liverm<n«, 'Mx. [Samuel John] Atlee. 

Ordered, That a letter, of this day, from the lieutenant 
governor and sundry members of the council of South Caro- 
lina to the del^ates of the aaid State be referred to the same 
committee. 

Ordered, That the letter, frf 25, with the papers enclosed, 
be referred to a committee of three: 

The memba«, Mr. [EUas] Boudinot, iSx. [James] Madison, 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

A lett^-, of 2d, from tiie governor of Virginia; and 

One, of 12th, from Genend Washington, were read.* 

The committee to whom were referred the memorials of 
Major General St. Glair and Brigadier General Stark, deliv- 
ered in a repcnii. 

The second reading of the ordinance respecting captiu*es 
was again resumed, and after debate: 

Adjourned to 10 o'Glock to M(»tow. 

TUESDAY, SBPTEUBER i8, 1781 

The report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee of the Week report, 

That the petition of DrdI Simon an Indian pi ' wwfaef Minister of 
(he Gospel praying that the salary which he formerly Teceived from 
England may be made good to him, and that he may be employed 
in publick service, be referred to a special Committee. 

That the petition of Capt. James Lees praying that the money 
advanced by him for enlisting bmb soldiers [may be paid] be referred 
to the Board of War. 

> The Viig^nu iettet is in the Paper* of the Cmtmmtal CongrtK, No. 71, II, folio 125. 
Wubiogtaa'B letter ia in No. 152, X, folio 24S. 
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Hutt the petition of Celerin Brossard praying that hie pay and 
depreciation may be paid to him be referred to the Board of War. 

That the petition of Jnf Fatton praying that the money due to him 
for military stores may be paid be read in Congress. 

That the petition of j^eas Boia^e praying for pay, Clothing and 
Depreciation be referred to the Board of War. 

That the petition of Louis De La Yalette a marine officer praying 
for his pay be referred to the Superintendant of Finance.' 

Ordered, That a petition of the Rev. Daniel Simon be 
referred to a committee of three; ' 

The members, Mr. [Roger) Sherman, Mr. [Joseph] Mont- 
gomery, ifr. [Daniel] Mowry; 

That a memorial of James Lees, and one from Celerin Bros- 
sard, and a petition of iBneas Bois6e be referred to the Board 
of War.* 

A petition of John Patton weus read: 

Ottered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition of Louis de la Yallette was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of 



A memorial of Benj Waller was read; Whereupon, 
Resolved, That the particular circumstances of the public 

funds render it impracticable for Congress to ccmiply with 

the prayer of the memorial.' 
A report of the Board of Ww was read; Whereupon, 
Resolved, That the Board of War be authorised to draw 

warrants on the pajrmaster general in favour of Captain La 

> This leport, in the writing of G«oige Fvtzidge, i« ia the Paptn o/tht Gimtmmtal 
Congnu, No. 32, tolia 263. 
■ Tlua p«litioD is in the Papen oJOu ContiaimM Congnu, No. 42, Til, folio 121. 

* Leea'i memorial, dktod September 12, ITSl, is in the Paptn of (he ContiMTtbi 
Congrm, No. 41, T, folio 238; Broseud's petiCitm, ditted September, 1?81, Ib in No. 
41, 1, loUo S65; BtaaAe'e, dmted September, 1781, ii in No. 42, 1, folio 262. 

* ^lia repcrt, in the writing of Eliaa Boudiuot, ii Id the Paptn of (Ac CoiUmmfal 
Congnu, No. 41, X, folio 578, WaUes'a memorial, dftt«d September 16, 1781, being 
on folio 680. 
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Belcour and Lieutenant Decanture [Decoutures] of Colonel 
Annand's I^on for six months' pay in bills of the new 
emissions, fra* which they are to be accountable.' 

Another repwt of the Board of War was read» respecting 
the geneeral hospital: 

Ordered, That it be taken into consideration to Morrow. 

The committee Ijconsisting of Mr. Vamum, Mr. Livermore, 
Mr. Atleelt to whom was referred the letter, of 25 August, 
from Major General Greene, and the letter, of 17, from the 
heutenant goremor, &c., of South Carolina, dehvered in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Congress passed the follomng reeolutions: 

The United States in Congress assembled, viewing with 
abhorrence the barbarous and imexampled conduct of the 
British commanders in the late murderous and wanton execu- 
tion of Colonel IBbtyne, a citizen of the State of South Carolina, 
and b«ng impressed tnth the necessity of putting a stop to 
such violations of the laws of nations and arms: 

Resolved, That the conduct of Major General Greene, in 
taking necessary measures for retaliation, be, and hereby is 
approved. 

Resolved, That Major General Greene be, and hereby is 
authorised to take the most prudential measures in reforming 
and completing the corps of South Carolina and Georgia state 
troops.' 

Re s e he dy Wht i k on a ttootod eopy of the dopoeition of 
I s o a e ■ Nouf¥illo and of tho popow oonfidod to Mt bt 
fid w^ ^ by - Colonol Hayno the ovonin g boforo his o aeen- 
fe onyimd of hog dopeoiUon) bo tHmamittod to M a jo f -Gton 
ofttl GrooPO j 

> Thia report la in the Poptn o/tJu Continmlal Congrtu, No. 148, II, folio 2G1. 
"SHaat^ott, in the vritiDg at James Mitchell Vunum, is in the Paptn o/tht 
CorUintrUat Contrm, No. 19, 11, loUo 469. 
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^ftfc- bo moho fuU inquij y into tbo oig e tun fl tonoo a vA - th e 
eo a o and that if it - ahoJl ftppong that e ueb egooutioa wo a 
oontroiy to tho h>wB of wog ho oouoo fotoliation upon tho 
prineiplo s- of tho e o laws in o mnnnof moat likely to «> ■ 
e fcpttin the onomy from futufo fl imit^ o e t 8- <rf OHiolty. 

The Tep<n-t from the committee, |[consisting of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, Ii^. Duane, Mr. VarnumJi to whom were referred 
several motions on the subject of retaliation, together with 
two letters, one &om Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette, and the other from the hon. Dr. Franklin, minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of Versailles, 
was teken into consideration; and, 

It appearing from the depositions of Himiphry Mechambor, 
Ranson Savage, Thomas Wood, Jesse Farrar, and Thomas 
Duffey, that the enemy are in the daily practice of forcing 
such Americans as have been captivated into thdr own sea- 
service by the most pointed cruelties: it also appearing from 
the letter of the minister plenipotentiary of ^ese United 
States at the Court of Versailles, that American prisoners in 
Great Britain are increasing in number by the transporta- 
tion of them thither &om New York, and the refusal of the 
British admiralty to exchange Americans for any British 
prisoners not taken by American armed vessels; and it 
farther appearing, that no r^ular cartel hath hitherto been 
established : 

The foregoing facts being taken into consideration, and it 
b^ng farther recollected, that besides these proofs of British 
inhmnanity, the files of Congress abound with instances, in 
which American citizens have been sacrificed in noisome 
dungeons, for their inflexible patriotism in refusing to assume 
arms against their country: 

That Britiflh MiniBtOF whim * fri fl od ■ to - hnm a iii t y - ia - fe c Bri th h 
HouBe - of ■ CommonD proolnimed tho ' s afloring B ol th e Ameri citty-aed 
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•e nliH iB ted th a JF e ondi t ion wi t h - tii e - maw - m e d arate - tro a hn e iit nf 
yrenab Pwaonew ' wyliod with ma iBBol e a t diatia e tioM bc twaa n prise i i 
e i B- of - w a P H rod - w t belg i 

Resolved, That the Board of War be, and are hereby 
directed to set apart five hiindred British prisoners, incLuding 
a due proportion of (^cers, to whom exchange shall be 
denied, until the American prisoners now in Great Britam, 
be returned to these states by exchange or otherwise: 

That the Board of War report a plan and an estimate of 
the expence for erecting Symsbury mines, in the State of 
Connecticut, into a state prison for the reception of eaeb 
British prisoners n a s hall feom feao te t imo bo e oBfin e d- ae 
Bnbjooto of jotoliot i:^ of war, and for the purpose of retali- 
ation.' 

Ordered, That the order of the day for electing officers in 
the treasury department be postponed till to Mmrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WBDMBSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. [Richard] Howly, one of 
the del^ates for Georgia, was read;' Whereupon, 

Resolved, That five himdred and fifty dollfu^ be advanced 
to Mr. R[ichard] Howly to enable him to proceed to Getn^, 
and that the sud sum be chained to the said State of Georg^. 

On motion of Mr. ^EUaa] Boudinot, seconded by Mr. 
[Janus] Duane, 

Ordered, That Major General St. Clur cause the levies of 
the Pensylvania line, now in Pensylvania, to rendezvous at 
or near Philadelphia, wit^ all possible expedition. 

' TluB rsport, in the writing of Bdmond Raiidol}di, except thit tlie teat ytnpupb 
bu unendmesbi in the writing of Thonut HcKeut, is in the Papert of At ContuMntoI 
OnvreM, No. 10, II, folio 237. 

■ThiiletterieintheJPapeno/tkfOmttMntiiiamffrvM, No. 73, folio 283. 
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Ordered, That the intelligence this day received reepecting 
the movements of the enemy at New York, be transmitted 
to Major General Heath. 

Reedved, That the State of Delaware be requested imme- 
diately to hold the whole of the militia of that State in 
readiness, and that one-half of them may be forthwith 
ordered into the field, as the movements of the enony at 
New York indicate an attack in that quarter. 

That the Board of War take order for the security of the 

prisoners, the public stores, papers and other public property 

in the City of Philadelphia and States of Pensylvania and 

New Jers^, in such manner as the movements of the enemy 

may make neceesary. 

A letter, of 15, frcnu Major General Heath was read.' 

A memorial from the hon''^ the Minister of France was read : 

The Minister Plempotentiary of France, in a memorial 

dated the ISth, informs Congress, "that he has received 

despatches from his Court, containing important details 

touching the communications that have taken place 

between the belligerent powers and the mediators"; 

and desires " that Congress would be pleased to appoint 

a committee to whom he may Impart them, and with 

whom he may confer on the present situation of affairs. 

That he has also received orders from his Court, relative 

to the advances made on accoimt of the thirteen United 

States, and respecting their finances, which he will 

have the honour to communicate to Congress through 

the medium of a committee"; Whereupon,' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom was 

referred the letter from his Most Christian Majesty: 

* Tbu letter la In the Papen o/Ae Contintntai Congrtu, No. 1S7, folio 290. 

* This puagnpb ma entered only in the nuntiscript Sea«t Jounul, Foreign ASurs. 
Hie orders fallowing were entered both in the Public &nd the Secret Joimul. 

Liiseme'e memraikl ia printed in the JMpIomntie Comtpondmct of tin Ameriean 
RnobaioR fWhtfton], IV, 71S. 
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Ordered, That two members be added to the committee, 
and that the committee coafar with the Minister Plenipoten- 
ti^7 of France and receive the communications he has to 
make: 

The members added, Mr. jEliaa] Boudinot, Mr. [R(^er] 
Sherman. 

A letter, of 19, from Colonel Armand was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Boaxd of War. 

Congress proceeded to the election of officers in the treasury 
office; and the ballots being taken, Michael Hillegas was 
elected treasurer, having been previously nominated by Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman; and Mr. Joseph Nourse was elected register, 
having been also nominated by Mr. [Roger] Shennao. 

On motion of Mr. [Eliaa] Boudinot, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Duane: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to inspect 
the state of the accounts in the treasury office now under 
settlement and report the progress made therein: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mx. [Ezra] L'Hom- 
medieu, Mr. [Rx^er] Sherman. 

The conunittee on the letter, of 16 August, from General 
Moultrie; and 

The committee on the letter, of 18th, from the Rev^ D. 
Simon, delivered in then* several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER ao. 1781 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read; ' 
Ordered, That the Board of War confer with the executive 

of the State of Pensylvania on the subject of their letter of 

this day, and request their aid in the matter. 

' This letter ia in the Puptrxt^lha Contimntal Congreit, No. 164, folio 464. 
1 This letter is in the Papers ofti»e CfynHnenUd Congreu, No. 148, II, folio 255. 
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The report of the committee on the memorial of the Rev^ 
Daniel Simon waa taken into consideration; and Thereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of Daniel 
%mon, Report, 

That the Memorialist appears to be a well disposed peiBon, and 
has for sereral years past been employed as a School Master and 
Preacher among the Indians, who are now driven from their settle- 
ments by the enemies of the United States, that he may still be use- 
fully employed as an Instructor to them, but that it wUI not be expe- 
dient to employ him in a Mihtary character, or support him at the 
expence of the United Statea.' 

Ordered, That the memonalist be informed, that although 
Congress entertain a good opinion of him, they do not find 
it expedient to employ him in a militaiy character or to 
support him at the expence of the United States. 

A letter, of 16 May, from Jon? Williams; " and 

One, of 11 July, from John Bonfield; were read. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum: 

Whereas the horrid and unproToked acts of cruelty lately com- 
mitted by the British Commanders in America, by burning defence- 
less towns, and most inhumanly butchering the inhabitants, contrary 
to all laws divine and human, which said acta of Barbarity call loudly 
for just retaUation; 

Therefore retohed, and it is hereby declared to be the firm and 
unalterable determination of Congress, that should any such further 
acta c^ inhumanity be perpetrated by the British armies, within these 
United States, or other persona employed by them. Ordeis will be 
immediately given to the officers commanding our troops to put to 
death all persons found in arms against these United [States] without 
discrimination. 

And we do further declare, that we shall conceive ourselves to be 
fully justified by the laws of self defence and sound policy, to employ 

* This repeat, in th« wiiting <A Soger Shennan, is in the Papen o/Uu CmttmmUil 
Omgrtu, No. 10, V, folio 386. 

> This letter is in the Papen of the Contintnlal CmgrtM, No. 7B, XXIV, folio 307. 
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peiBons to reduce to ashee the towns of Great Britain, as a juet 
retaliation for the wanton acts of cruelty committed by the enemy, 
and a duty we owe our constitu^its.* 

Ordered, That the same, t<^ether with a copy of Governor 
Trumbull'B letter of to the Comiuaader in Chief, giv- 

ing an account of the burning of New London, and that part 
of Gieneral Greene's letter relative to the burning of George- 
town by the enemy, be referred to a committee of three:' 

The members, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Varnum, Mr. [John] Mathews. 

On motion of Mr. [William] Sharpe, 

Resolved, That the governor and council of the State of 
North Carolina be desired to erect a monimient, at the 
expence of the United States, not exceeding the value of 
five hundred dollars, to the memory of the late Brigadier 
General Davidson, who commanded the militia of the dis- 
trict of Salisbury, in the State of North Carolina, and was 
killed on the first day of February last, fighting gallantly in 
the defence of the lib^y and independence of these states. 

On motion of Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, seconded by Mr. 
[Edward] Telfwr, 

Resolved, That the I^l^ture of the State of Geoi^ be 
de»red to erect a moniunent, at Sunsbury, in the said State, 
at the e3q>ence of the United States, not exceeding five hun- 
dred doIUu^, to the memory of the late Brigadier General 

> This motion, in the writing of Jdiai Uathews, is in the Papen of At CbntmauaJ 
Congnu, No. 20, 1, iolio 277. 

The following motion, wiOiout date, in the writing <rf llieodorick BUnd, except 
the portion in bntcketa, which is in thAt irf Thomas HcEekn, is <m folio 280: 

Vlieieas, Ac. The Wkt and Marine Departments n il offio aw w a t md iwili twy 
>f lili % iiBiln r Ih n nrilnrn rniil m mm imin n n t fl mnrrrw [the Conmunder in Chief of the 
Annies of the U. S. of America and the commanding officen ot eep(u«t« departments] 
are hereby strictly charged and commanded to do their utmost fully to retaliate on 
the BittHb Enemy for all acts of cruelty and devastation committed by them or 
tfaeir commandcrB, offico ts A c. againat ihe dtisensor towns of these U. States contrary 
to the kws of war amongst dviUsed nations. 

* Trumbull's letter to Waahington, dated September 13, I78I, is in the WaAingUm 
Papert, 52, folio 126; a copy is in the Paptn of tke CofUmsntoJ Congrett, No. 20, I, 
foUo 281. 



dbyGoot^le 



September, 1781 979 

Screven, who fell, covered with wounds, %hting for the lib- 
erties of the United States. 

The report of the Board of War respecting the hospit^ 
department was taken into consideration; and Thereupon, 
At a Boasd op Wab September /7" 1781. 

Freseut M' Peters 
IP Cornell 

The Board do tbemselves the honor to report to Congreea on the 
medical department, and beg leave to observe that they have taken 
every measure in their power to procure the neceesaiy iiif onnation to 
enable them to do justice to the United States as vdl as individuaJs. 

First. For settling the line of promotions in the medical staff they 
have obtained a plan fixed by a Board of Qeneral Officers under the 
orders of the Conmiander in Chief with his approbation, Copies of 
which N*> 1. and 2 are endosed, the plan they b^ leave to recommend 
to be established by Congress as reported by the Qeneral Officers for 
a rule of promotion in the medical staff in future. 

Secondly. In consequence of Qeneral Qreene'a Bequest for assists 
ance in the Medical Department, they have consulted the Commander 
in Chief on the propriety of filling up the vacancies under the Director 
General and requesting him to send the neceesaiy assistance to the 
Southern Army. He was not able to determine the question, but 
on his arrival at the head of Elk he obtained D^ Craik'a opinion on 
that subject which is contained in the enclosed paper N° 3, but as 
it appears from the tenor of D' Cochran's letter to the Board (an 
extract of which ia mclosed in N" 4.) that he entertains different 
sentiments, the Board take the liber^ to reconmiend to Congress 
that appointments be made agreeable to D' Cochran's recommen- 
dation contained in the enclosed paper N" 6. to serve with the main 
army and its dependencies. And those contuned in Doctor Oliphant's 
recommendation contained in the enclosed paper N' 6, to he appointed 
for the Southern Army under the Command of Qeneral Qreene. 

The Board are the more induced to recommend the appointment 
of those Qentlemen to the Southward as it appears to them abso- 
lutely necessary th^ should be with the army immediately and could 
they possibly be spared from this quarter a considerable sum of 
money must be advanced to defray their travelling Expences wluch 
it is to be feared would cause a considerable delay.* 

' This report b In the Paper* ofihe Coniwuntal Congrtu, No. 148, II, Mio 2G9. 
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Resolved, That the present vacancies of hospital phymcians 
and sm^eons be filled up by the senior siu^eons of the hos- 
pital lately deranged, the ddest h(»pital mates or regimental 
surgeons, as shall be recommended by the director and chief 
physician and sui^eon to the army: 

That all future vacancies of hoapitfd physicians and sur- 
geons be filled by the eldest r^imental surgeons and hospital 
mates, who shall be reckoned of equal grades, who shall upon 
examination be found qualified and obtain a certificate of 
recommendation £rom the director and chief physician and 
surgeon of the aimy, or of the deputy-director and chief 
physician in a seperate department: 

That the persons requisite to fill the higher grades in the 
hospital and medical departments, be appointed, from time 
to time, by Congress, according to merit and abilities: 

31i fltt h<» -fl te teB s bftll - nonui a to f^j imen hJ-fl Ofg e onB - to tbo i f ogimoDt a 
e f t beiF PO B peeti¥e linc fl ^ who -a b ri l b e oM M ma e d - by tiio dirootor a nd 
ebief phy s ioian > nd B OFgeon to tbo - wroy 'a nd oDe - eftho ehiof bo a pitri 
phy a iciftii or of bho depu t y diwMtof a nd of t he < " 
e< ^wrtie dopftriment i t - ftnd up a n thw - eertafie a to of -i ypFob ari 
feeoivetbe a ppoinfan e Bti 

That all surgeons to raiments or corps not belonging to 
the line of any particular State, be nominated by the director 
of the hospitals, and the chief physician and sui:geon of the 
army, subject to the approbation of the Commander in Chief, 
and shall be equally entitled to promotion to hospital physi- 
cians and sui^eons with the regimental surgeons of state 
lines.' 

On recommendation of the director approved by the 
Board of War: 

Resolved, That Dr. Joseph Yotmg, a deranged senior sur- 
geon, and doctors Goodwin Wilson, Daniel Jenifer, Samuel 

' A copy of this report of tfu Board of Genenl Offlc«EB, ntored to, in the Board of 
Wu npoit, ■■ No. 1^ ii in the i^^tf* ^a« OmlJfMnlal Cbrvnu, No. US, II, folio 269. 
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Edmondson and Gecoge Campbell, eldest sun;eon's-mate6, be 
promoted to the rank of hospital physicians and suigeons, to 
fill the vacancies occasioned by the resignations of doctors 
Bloomfield, Scott, Hagan and Jackson, and the promotion of 
Dr. Burnet. 

On the recommendatioQ of the dqtoty director, improved 
by the Board of War: 

BeseAved, That doctors Thomas Tudor Tucker, and Vickars, 
be appointed physicians and surgeons in the hospital for the 
southern depEU-tment: 

That Daniel Smith be appointed assistant deputy purveyor, 
and John C^ime assistant deputy apothecary, in the southern 
department.' 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a memorial of William Plumb be refored to 
the Board of War." 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 26 July, 
from John Wereat, delivered in a report. 

llie Committee to vhom vaa referred the letter of John Wereat 
Esq. continental agent for the state of Oeoipa, Report that in the 
month of April in the year 1778 three British vessels were captured 
in a certun harbour in said State of Georgia by the Continental 
gallies and troops under the command of Colonels Elbert and White 
and that said prizes were libelled and condemned at the suit and 
under the agency of the said John Wereat Esq. who was ordered to 
sell the same and distribute the money arising by the sale according 
to the resolutions of Congrces in such cases made and provided; that 
on the 19*^ Day of May 1778 being the day appointed for the sale of 
said prizes the siud Colonels Elbert and White and lUdiard Howly 

1 A copy of the recranmendotioii of the director (John Cochmn) dated June 4, 1781, 
ia in the Papvt of tAe CvnlintnKd Congntt, No. 148, II, folio 273; *, copy of the 
recommendation of the deputy director (David Olyphant) is on folio 263. 

■ This memorial, dated September 16, 1761, ie in Uie Paper* qftin Otmtmmtal Con- 
gnu. No. 41, Vni, folio 102. 
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Esq. appeftred uid whrily ob at wa te d forbid the sale whidi vau 
accordingly stopped, alledgijog that the captora had appointed agents 
who had a light to act, and that M' Wereat had no tight to act for 
them without their consent. And afterwards (as is alledged by said 
Richard Howly Esq.) prevailed with the court of said state of Geor- 
gia to alter their decree in part viz. so far as to make the money 
ariring by said sale payable to said Colonel Elbert and Joseph Clay, 
being agents for the captors, and not to the aforesaid continental 
Sigent. Complaint of this was made by said John Wereat Eeq. and 
Congress on the 29*^ day of July 1778, referred the whole dispute to 
the Goyemor and Council of said state of Geor^a, to enquire into 
the same and r^mrt to Congress, which state being invaded hy the 
enemy no rei>ort has been yet made. In the mean time viz. on the 
18*^ of July 1778 another decree was made by the court of said state 
of Geor^a ordering said continental agent to take the brig HiTuAin- 
hrook (one of said prizes) for the use of the Continent and to pay the 
captors £10,000 current money of the said state of Geot^a for the 
same. This decree the said Continental Agent refused to comply with 
and appealed therefrom to Congress which appeal is still pending. 

Wherefore said Committee report that the said continental agent 
be directed to prosecute said appeal to final judgment as soon as may 
be. And that he represent the whole of this dispute to the Governor 
and Coundl of the state of Geor^a for their consideration agreeable 
to said resolution of Congress of the 29*^ of July 1778, as soon as the 
circumstances of said case will permit. 

Which is submitted. 

Sajctjel LiVKBHOBB/or ComT * 

Besolved, That the Board of War be authorized and directed to 
establish ^e speediest mode of conveying intelligence from and to 
the Grand Army, as well by land as by water.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Marrow. 

> TUa report, in the writing of Sunuel Uvflrmon, ia in the Pi^tn a/tki Omtinaitai 
Cbn^KM, No. 19, VI, folio 029. The indonement nya: "Puaed in tbe negative." 

* Thie motion, in tlie writing (rf Theodwick Bland, ia In the Paptn t^li* OmttMnfoJ 
Cbivntt, No. 36, 1, loUaZU. It wm negatived u the ii ' 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER si, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finanee, 
was read, with eundiy papers relative to the hospital depart- 
ment:* 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by 
}Si. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 

"That the resolutions respecting the filling up vacancies in 
the general hospital, and the promotions made yesterday, be 
suspended untU the comnuttee to be appointed shall have 
reported." 

And on the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [James] Duane, 



New HampfiMre, 






Delaujore, 




Mr. LiTermore, 


ay 


• 




ay) 


MaaaaOiaelU, 






Ibryland, 




Mr. LoveU, 


ay 




Mr.Jenifcr, 


nol 


Partridge, 


ay 


ay 


Carron, 


ayl 


Osgood, 


ay 




Virgima, 




Rhode lOiaii, 






Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Mr. Mowry, 


•y 




Madison, 


ay 


Vamum, 


«y 


av 
ay 


Bland, 


no 


OanteAcia, 






Randolph, 


ay 


Mr. Sherman, 


>y 


• 


NoraOaroUm, 




JVra, York, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


ay) 


Mr. Duane, 


«y 




Souft CaroUna, 




L'HonunedJeu, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. MathevB, 


no 


JV«c Jersey, 






Bee, 


no 


Mr. Boudinot, 


«y 


♦ 


Motte, 


no 








Eveleigh, 


no 


Mr. Montgomray, 


•y 




Oeorgia, 




Atlee, 


ay 




Mr. Walton, 


ayl 


OymM, 


ay 


ay 


Howly, 


•y) 


T. Smith, 


•y 









So the motion was lost. 

> This lettM u in die Papm 0/ tA« Gm/tiuntal OniffKii, No. 137, 1, f<dIo 141. 
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The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, "iSx. [Joseph] Mont- 
gomery, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot. 
A letter, of this day, &om Colonel Armand, was read : * 
Ordered, That it be Tef erred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. ^amuel John] Atlee, Mr. [William} 
Sharpe, Mr. [Isaac] Motte. 
A letter, of this day, from Bilajar de Lomagne was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of 12, from Colonel Broadhead, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
Letter from J. Mercier was read." 

The report of the committee on the memorial of Major 
General St. Clair was taken into consideration: ' 

The Committee to whom the memorial of Major General St. Clair 
WB8 referred beg leave to report, that the Board of War draw a wai^ 
rant on the Paymaster General for five hundred dollars in specie in 
favor of Major General St. Clair on account of hia pay that he may 
be enabled to proceed on the dutiee of hia command. 

Ordered, That the same, together with the memorial, be 
referred to the superintendant of finance. 

The report of the committee on the memorial of Brigadier 
General Stark was read : 

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of Gen' Stark 
beg leave to report, that the said memorial be referred to the Board 
of War. 

Ordered, That the memorial be referred to the Board of 
War. 

' This letter is in the Papert of the Contineniat Congrtu, No. 194, (olio 466. 

' Lonwgne'B letter u in the Paper* o/tlu Contmmtal Congra*, No. 78, XIV, tolio 491 . 
Brodheod'B is in No. 78, IV, foUo 167; Uetder's, dated September 21, 1781, is ia 
No. 78, XVI, folio 285. 

' The report on St. Cloir'i memorial is in the Paper* ofOtt Contmmtai Congn**, No. 
19, V, folio 387; th»t on Stuk's memocikl is on folio 389; both an in the writing of 
Geuge Walton. 
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Congrees resumed the secoad reading of the ordinance 
respecting captures; and on the question to agree to the 
following paragraph, viz. 

"On the re-capture by a citizen, of any n^ro, mulatto, 
Indian or other person from whom labour or service is law- 
fully claimed by another citizen, specific restitution shall be 
adjudged to the claimant, whether the original capture shall 
have been made on land or water, a reasonable salvage b^ng 
paid by the claimant to the re-captor, not exceeding one 
fourth part of the value of such labour or service, to be esti- 
mated according to the laws of the State of which the claim- 
ant shall be a citizen: but if the service of such n^ro, 
mulatto, Indian or other person, captured below high-water 
mark, shall not be legally claimed by a citizen of these 
United States, he shall be set at hberty." 

The yeas and nays b^ng required by Mr. [John] Mathews, 



Ua«ucl«mtl; 






Delaware, 






Mr. LoveU, 


ay 




Ur. McEaan, 


ay 


■• 


Partridge, 


•7 


»y 


MaryUmd, 






Osgood, 


ay 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 




Bhede lilavd, 






CanoD, 


ay 


ay 


Ib.ilovTj, 


ay 




Foyi»io, 






Vamum, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Madison, 


ay 










Bland, 


ay 


»y 


Mr. SheriMll, 


ay 


* 


Kandolph, 


ay 




JVno Yorl, 






NorHtOmMm, 






Mp.Dumm, 


•7 




Mr. Sharpe, 


ay 


* 




V 


ay 


Souft Cardma, 






Netu Jersey, 






Mr. Mathem, 


no 




Mr. BoudiBot, 


ay 


* 


Motte, 


no 


no 








Oeorgia, 








ay 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 




Atkw, 


ay 


ay 


Howly, 


•yi 


ay 



So it was reeolved in the affirmative. 
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Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the third read- 
ing of this OTdinance. 

The conunittee || consisting of 1^. Osgood, Mr. L'Homme- 
dieu, Mr. Sherman, || appointed to enquire into the state of 
the accounts depending before the Board of Treasury and 
chambers of accounts, report, 

"That there are no matters depending before the Board of 
Treasury, but what without inconvenience, may be taken up 
by the proper oASccts imdOT the new arrangement: but that 
there are sundry accounts depending before the chambers of 
accounts and considerable prepress made in the settlem^it 
of some of them;" Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the late commisraoners of the chambers of 
accounts make a fan* state of the several accounts referred to 
them for settlement, so far as they have proceeded in adjust- 
ing the sune, and deliver them to the comptroller or the 
auditors that shall be appointed to compleat the settlement 
thereof, with all such remarks as they may have noted re- 
specting any of the accounts by them examined, which are not 
compleatly settled.' 

The committee ||consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Randolph, 
Mr. Mathews, Mr. Boudinot and Mr. Sherman|| to whom was 
referred the memorial of the hon*^ the Minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France delivered in a report. 

That they have this day held a conference with the 
said minister plenipotentiary, and received the follow- 
ing comonunications contained in sundry despatches 
from Coxmt de Vei^ennes, minister for foreign affairs to 
his most Christian Majesty, viz. 

From a letter of 19th April. That Count de Vergennes 
had transmitted to the minister the details respecting 
the proposed mediation of the courts of Vienna and 

' Thu nport, in the writiiig of Roger Bhernun, is in tlie Paptn ofikt Continrntal 
Congrtu, No. 26, folio 311. 
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Petersburg. — (The minister obeerved, that thia had 
already been communicated to Congress through a com- 
mittee. He repeated, for our recollection, that the 
acceptance on the part of France of the proposed media- 
tion depended entirely, at that time, on the concurrence 
of the United States; and that with respect to Spain, 
its conduct would be determined by the dissolution of 
the negotiation with Mr. Cumberland. That the Court 
of Spain had informed the Court of London, on the first 
proposal of the mediation of the imperial courts, that as 
a direct n^^tiation with the king of Great Britain was 
opened through Mr. Cumberland, a mediation was un- 
necessary.) — ^That a£Faira since that time had taken a 
different tm*n. Mr. Cmnberland has been recalled; and 
the Catholick HQng, being now entirely at lii)erty, has 
accepted the mediation of the two imperial courts. 
That the king, our ally, had done the same; but that 
both kings had declared at the same time to the two 
mediators, that the mediation could not posmbly have 
any activity without previously establishing some funda- 
mental preliminaries. Of this observation the two medi- 
ating courts had abeady felt the propriety. That 
France was then (viz. 19th April) expecting the effect 
which this communication would produce on the Court 
of London. That the first question proposed by France, 
related to the admimon (tf an American plenipotentiary; 
and that the object of the second was to know, upon 
VihatfcxMn^ the king of England intended to treat tmth the 
United States. The Court of France, not knowing that 
the United States had agreed to accept the mediation, 
again invite us to it. — (The minister here observed that 
Congress would judge by the questions proposed to the 
mediating powers, by the king his master, of the prin- 
ciples by which his Majesty was actuated with respect 
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to the United States. He assured us that his Majesty 
is invariably resolved to abide by those principles, and 
will enter into no negotiation whatev^ before he shall 
receive a satisfactory solution to those two questions. 
He added, that the French ministry trusted that this 
conduct would more and more convince the United 
States, and would cause them to imitate the example 
of the king, and to feel that their honour and their inters 
est call for their constant attachment, theur friendship, 
and unreserved confidence towards him.)^The Count de 
Vergennes observes, that it is plain from these circum- 
stances, that the n^otiation for peace will be full of 
difficulties, and that it will probably be necessary, in 
pretensions as well as proceedings, to be very cautious, 
and to act so as to remove those difficulties, and every 
thing which might increase the acrimony to which the 
English plenipotentiaries may be naturally incUned. 

F)rom another letter cf the same date. Tkftt when this 
letter was written, the Court had received information 
of the sentiments of the Court of London with respect 
to the United States. The Count de Vra^nnes men- 
tions, that in the act by which the Court of London 
accepts the mediation of Russia, and requests the medi- 
ation of the emperor, she declares that she is ready to 
make peace, as soon as the league between France and her 
revoUed subjects should he dissolved. That this preten- 
mon had met from the Court of France the contempt 
which it deserved. She on her part has declared, that 
if this proposition contained the last determination of 
England, it would be in vain to think of peace; and she 
has de8U«d the Enghsh ministry to give a positive 
answer on the two questions abovementioned. That 
this declaration had been exactly transmitted by the 
Court of Vienna to that of London; and the result of the 
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answer made by that court to the Imperial Majesty is, 
" That in all points to be agitated in a future congress, 
England wiU behave vfith great equity arid condescension; 
but the dependence of her refteZ subjects in America must 
be pre^stablished, and that this matter must be fefl 
entirely to the care cf Great Britain." That it is easily 
to be perceived, that while things remain in this atua- 
tion there can be no possibility of a mediation or peace. 
The Count de Vergennes remarks, that Congress will be 
finally convinced that it is only by arms and the most 
vigorous exertions that our ind^)endence can be extorted 
from the Court of Ix>ndon, and not at all by n^otiation 
or persuasion. That the Court of France will transmit 
to the Court of Vienna the sentiments of the king on the 
British answer. That if these sentiments should be 
forwarded to the Court of London without any commen- 
tary, it is probable they would make but a slight im- 
pr^raon: but it may be hoped from the justice of his 
Imperial Majesty that they will be supported by such 
refiections as to make a greater impression on the British 
court: although it is not to be expected, that the Aus- 
trian court will fully enter into the views of his Most 
Christian Majesty, until the matter shall be more per- 
fectly expUined. The Count nevertheless ui^es the 
necesfflty of sending fonrard proper instructions and 
powers for the mediation. 

From a teffer cf the 11th of May. That the afeur 
of the mediation has made no prepress; and that it is 
very probable that the mediators will not be soon 
enabled to begin the n^otiation. That the admission 
of an American plenipotentiary presents the greatest 
difficulties: that the Coimt however will take every 
measure in his powra* to have this admission decided 
in favour of the United States beSare the r^ular open- 
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ing of the mediation. The Count u^es the Chevalier 
de la Luzeme to obeerve to Congrees, that the best 
manner of removing these obstacles would be a decisive 
victory gained by the United States in the present 
cunpsJgn. 

From a letter cf S7th of Jvly. Count de Veigemies 
observes on an opinion which prevailed in America 
respecting the friendly disposition of the powers of 
Europe towards the Umted States, that as yet not one 
court had taken the least step which manifests their 
diapoation towards the United States. That the 
courte of Vienna and Petersburg, having assumed the 
character of mediators, cannot be too reserved. For 
by a different conduct th^ would become obnoxious 
to one ex other of the belligerent powers, and lose the 
important and glorious part with which they are in- 
trusted. That it results from these observations, that 
the United States ought to look upon themselves as 
being still separated from all other powers; and that 
they have but one professed Mend, wluch is France; 
and that the United States ought to rely principally 
upon their own resources. The Coimt de Veigenoes 
observes, that he has talked circumstantially with Mr. 
Adams on these subjects, who appeared to be satisfied 
with what had been done in favour of his country. 
That he had communicated to Mr. Adams the prelimi- 
nary overtures made by the two imperial courts, as 
well as the intended answer of his Most Christian Maj- 
esty. That the great or only difficulty concerns 
America. That France will do all in her power to 
r^nove that obstacle, upon which d^>ends the activity 
of the mediation. That as soon as it shall be removed, 
or proved to be unsurmountable, proper instructions 
will be forwarded to the Chevalier de la Luzerne, con- 



dbyGoOt^le 



September, 1781 991 

cermng the conduct which the state of affurs will 
reqwre from Congress. That the Court of France had 
received, with great satisfaction, information that Con- 
gress wefre disposed to trust their interest to the two 
mediating powers. The ChevaUer de la Luzerne is 
directed to inform Congress that no use shfdl be made 
of this disposition, in the present state of affairs; and 
that it shall be commimicated only when it can be done 
consistently with the dignity of the United States. 

From a letter cf (he 19th of April. That Mr. Dana 
has commimicated to Count de Vergennes his appoint- 
ment, and requested his advice concerning the conduct 
which circumstances demanded on his part. That it 
gave the Count gr^it pleasure to observe this proof of 
the confidence which Congress and th»r ministers 
reposed in the friendship and advice of his court. That 
the Count informed Mr. Dana, that he would run the 
risk of exposing his person, and the dignity of the 
United States, if he assiuned any character whatsoever 
in Russia, while the empress had not acknowledged the 
independence of the United States, and expected to 
act the part of a mediatrix, which demanded the most 
perfect impartiality. That Mr. Dana felt the propriety 
of the ob^mration; and proposed to the Count that he 
should appear in Russia in the character of a common 
travell^, keep his commission a secret, and avoid with 
the greatest care to speak of business, unless requested 
BO to do by the Russian ministry. That the Count 
fully approved of this prudent scheme; and apprized 
Mr. Dana of all the difficulties he would meet with. 
He had him recommended to the Marqub de Verac, 
envoy extraordinary at the Court of Petersburg; and 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne is directed to assure Con- 
gress that the Marquis de Verac would do all in his 
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power for Mr. Dana's beat reception, and with pleasure 
assist him with his counsels as often as he shoxild have 
recourse to them. That the Marquis de Verac had 
commumcated to the Eussian ministry the resolution 
of Ck>Dgress concerning the principle of the dechiration 
made by the empress of Rusffla to the belligerent 
powers. That this envoy informs the Count de Ver- 
gemies, that the contents of this resolution had afforded 
great satisfaction to Count Panio, minister for foreign 
affairs, who intended to submit it without delay to the 
perusal of the empress. That the Marquis de Yerao 
did not doubt but that she would be pleased with the 
readiness of Congress to adopt that principle; and that 
correspondent resolutions will have been taken re^>ect- 
ing the navigation of the neutrals. 

From a letter of the £9th (^ June. That the acces- 
fflon of the State of Maryland to the general confedera- 
tion, in the opinion of the Comi. of France, presents 
very great advantages; among which is this, that Con- 
gress, having at last acquired that power which the 
Act of Confederation has assigned them, it is to be 
expected that their orders will be fully and exactly 
executed, and that they will take advantage of the 
resoiu-ces of their country to give to American patriot- 
ism new energy. The minister is du*ected to inform 
Congress of the satisfaction the king has received on 
that account, and to tell them, at the sune time, that 
there is the most presnng necessity to take more effectual 
measures than heretofore to drive the British out of 
this continent. It is thought needless to enter into 
detculs about the circumstances which render this 
measure necessary. The king entreats the United 
States, as his friends, not to lose a moment in acting as 
vigorously as possible against the common enemy. That 
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GmgreiB cannot be particularly acquainted with the 
different burdens which France has upon her handa 
She wishes to be in a situation to continue as effectual 
assistance to the United States as at this moment; but 
future events may happen in a manner different ^m 
what we may expect, though nothing can change her 
unalterable resolution to support the independence of 
her ally. The Count de Vergennes observes, that he 
dball not speak any mco^ of the non arrival of the 
second division, having reason to believe from the orders 
given to Count de Grasse, that the delay will be ju<^^ 
of greater utility to the United States than If the an- 
nounced reinforcement had been sent in the time 
expected. He adds, that the Chevalier de la Luzerne 
had been ah*eady informed of the causes which had 
prevented a compliance with the expectation which he 
had been authorized to ^ve. 

From a letter ^ the Uth of May^ That the Count de 
Vergennes had been informed by the Duke de la Vau- 
guyon, ambassader to the United Provinces, of the 
intention of Mr. Adams to display his character as <i 
minister of the United States in Holland. That the 
duke gave him no asastance on that occasion, kno^i^ 
the application would have no favourable Issue. The 
Chevalier de la Luzerne is directed to Inform confi- 
dentially a committee, or Congress themselves, of these 
circumstances, In order that they may transmit to their 
sfud minister plenipotentiary such instructions as they 
may think proper. France Is too much Interested in 
the fate of the United States not to give them such 
coimsels as would have for a principal object their 
advantage and th^ dignity.* 

' Thi« report WM entered only in the muiuscript Secret Journal, Fora^ Aflain. 
It is Tainted in the ^plonuCtc Camfpandenet of tht Amerwm Bevohdion (Wbuton), 
IV. 719. 
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At a Board or Wak September «0" 1781. 

Frwent M' Peters 

General Cornell 

The Board have been honored with the reference of the letter from 
Col. Armand. They are so deeply impreased with this gentleman's 
merit and exertions, th&t they are of opimon every motive should 
induce a compliance with the pomtive contract made with him pre- 
vious to his going to France, from whence he has brought all the 
articles necessary for the complement of his L^on, but it is now 
reduced to leas than a troop. A Resolve of Congress formerly passed 
on the subject of this Corps authorized the taking of a certain number 
of men from the several State Lines to fill up the Lc^on. This went 
on a supposition that the States would so far comply with the requisi- 
tions of Congress that a sufficient number could be spsred for Col. 
Axmand's Corps. But as this cannot now be done, on account of the 
weakness of the several State lines, we see no other way to fill up 
the L^ion but by enlistments which will require the sum of thirteen 
thousand five hundred dollais at the bounty offered by Congress by 
their resolutions of the 3^ October 1780. The procuring of horses 
will be a business attended with great embarrassments. If they are 
to be purchased the sum of twenty seven thousand dollars specie 
must be advanced. The difficulties we allude to only flow from the 
want of money for with that the Men and Horses as Congress well 
know can eauly be procured. If Congress should think with us, that 
the Corps should be raised, and that it is practicable under the present 
state of the finances they will please to resolve, 

That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to take measures 
in concert with the Board of War for completing Col. Armand'eCorps 
to its complement of men and horses. 

That alt Horses purchased by any of the Southern States on 
account of the United States, and not appropriated to the other 
Corps of Cavalry be delivered to Col. Armand for the use of his 
Legion. 

The Board notwithstanding their recommending the above resolu- 
tions, are so much embarrassed on the subject of procuring the 
money, that if any more eligible mode could be adopted, they would 
have taken the Uberty of mentioning it to Congress. There are no 
other means of procuring men but by enlbtment or drafting and the 
general is of opinion the latter cannot be done. The difficulty as to 
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Horses wiU still remain unless th^ can be supplied out of those 
purchased in Maryland for the State Cavalry lately called for by 
Coogrees and for which as we are informed the men were not rused. 
But we have no certain information respecting this matter. 

N. 6. CoL Armand has 30 horses remaining of his L^on. There 
are 45 horses of Tanheer's corps which perhaps may be added to 
Col. Armand's.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER aa, 1781 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Ifr. [Roger] Sherman, 

Ordered, That no appointment be made of mates, to supply 
the places of those promoted in the general hospital by the 
resolution of the 20 imtil the farther order of Oongrees. 

A letter, of 17, from Major General Heath, was read: 

Ordered, That it be refetred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. HUl^as was read, accepting 
the office of treasurer; also 

A letter, of this day, from J. Nourse waa read, signifying 
his acceptance of the office of Roister.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1781 

Mf. [Atffaham] Clark, a del^ate for New Jersey; and 
Mr. [John] Hanson, a del^ate for lUlaryland, attended and 
took their seats. 
A letter, of 20, from Major General Heath; 

1 Thia rap<Ht is in the Fapen of the Ctmlinental Congreu, No. 148, II, folio 277. 
It WM raftd on thia dty u the indonement Indicates. 

A lettK oi thia day from Baroa d'Arendt vaa read on this w an appiozimate date. 
ItiHinthePap«r(o/eA< Cmtinmtal Ctmgnu, No. 78, VII, folio 411. 

* Hill^aa'B letter is in the Paper* of the Continental Ctmgnu, No. 78, XII, (olio 179; 
Nounw'B is in No. 78, XVII, folio 143. 
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A letter, of May 3, horn the hon*^ Doct Franklin, with 
copies of the intercepted letters before received; 

A letter, of April 9, from hon*^ J. Laurens; 

A letter, of 30 November, 1780, from Mr. Sweighauser; and 

A letter, of this day, from the superintendant of finance, 
with a letter enclosed from Captain James Nicholson, of 
19th; were read.' 

The committee of the week was elected : 

Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [John] Hanson, ISi. [WHHiam] 
Sharpe. 

A report from the conomittee of the week was read; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a letter, of 20, from Brigadier Genoal 
Mcintosh, with the papers enclosed, be lodged in the sec- 
retary's office." 

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wae Office Septemher tf^ 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have considered the memorial of Colonel Broadhead 
referred to them by Congreaa. Upon which they b^ leave to obserre 
that they do not think themselves equal to an isTestigatmn on the 
naeiits of this unhappy dispute as the original papers relating thereto 
were referred to the Commander in Chief and we are uninformed of 
the measures he hath taken on the eubject; but the Board are 
unanimous in opinion that no time ought to be lost in putting an 
end to a dispute that tends to involve these states in the most dangei^ 
ous coosequencee. They therefore submit the following resolutions. 

Resolved, That Brigadier General Irwin be, and hereby is 
ordered to repair forthwith to Fort Pitt, and take upon him 
the command of that garrison until farther orders: 

* HwQi's letter is in the Papert of the Contbimtal Congntt, No. 1B7, folia 298; 
Bchveigbkuaer'e fa in No. 193, folio S8S; Uoma's ia In No. 137, 1, folio 169; Lmi- 
rens's letter le printed in the Diplomatic Camtpondmet of tAt Amtriean devolution 
(Whuton), IV, 356. 

* This report ia in the Paptn of the ComtmtaUil Cmgnai, No. 32, folio 267; Mclntosh'a 
letter ia In No. 162, folio 309. 
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That Bngadier General Irwin be, and hereby is authorised 
and directed to arratige the troops which comp(»e the gar- 
rison of Fort Pitt and its dependencies, in such manner as 
to retain no more officers than are absolutely neceeaary for 
the number of non-commissioned (^cers aiid privates at 
those posts: 

That Brigadier General Irwin be, and hereby is authorised 
and directed to arrange the staff departments within his 
command, so as to retain no more officers or persons in those 
departments tlian the service absolutely demands: 

That he be, and hereby is farther empowered to call in, 
from time to time, such aids of militia as may be necessary 
for the defence of the post imder his command and the pro- 
tection of the country; and for this purpose the executives 
of the States of Virginia and Fensylvaaia are requested to 
direct the proper officers of the militia in their respective 
states, to obey such orders as they shall receive, from time 
to time, from Brigadira* General Irwin, for the purpose 
aforesaid.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Wak Office Sept. «4? 1781. 
Sir, 

The Board b^ leave to inform Congreea that the Rererend M' 
AnnstroDg Chaplain to the Second Maryland Brigade (now in this 
City) haa applied to them for an advancfl of money on account, to 
answer some unavoidable exigencies, occadoned by the loss of hu 
ba^;age at the battle of Camden, and enable him to return to the 
Southern Army. 

The Board therefore beg leave to report. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to draw 
a warrant on the paymaster general in favour of the Rev^ 
Mr. Armstrong, chaplain to the 2d Maryland brigade, for 

■ JUa npart k in tba Paper* o/tlu CmUnmbd Congnm, No. 148, II, folio 286. 
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six months' pay and subsistance in bills of the new emiauons, 
for which sum he is to be accountable.* 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

At a Boakd of Was SepUTtiAer £X^ 1781 

Freaent M' Peters 

General Cornell 

The Board h&Ting taken into consideration the Memorial of Major 
Lomsgne referred to them from Congress, 

B^ leave to report, 

Resolved, That Major Lomagne, late of Colonel Armand's 
l^onary corps, be permitted to retb^ from the service of 
the United States, in which he has distinguished himself by 
his persooal bravery, his state of health not permitting his 
continuance in service. 

That hia account for pay and depreciation be adjusted by the 
Comptroller of the Treasiuy, and the sum of dollars in 

part of the balance due him be paid in bilb of exclumge on Europe 
to enable him to return to France and for the residue he receive loan 
office certificates in like manner vith the officers of Hazen's Regiment. 

llie Board bf^ leave to observe that Major Lomagne has incurred 
considerable cspences by his long uckness, and is in a very distressed 
utuation, they have therefore left a blank for the sum to be paid 
him in bills of exchange, that Congress may he pleased to fill it up 
as they shall deem proper.* 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report respecting the 
settlement of Major Lomagne's accounts be referred to the 
superintendant of finance. 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial from 
the hon*^ the Minister plenipotentiary of France requesting 
a conference, delivered in a farther report containing the 
substance of their conference: 

> Tbii tepoct is in tha Paptn oflht Ccmtmental Congrti*, No. 148, II, folio 293. 
*TbisrsportiiiiitliePap«rf (^tAf Canimenial Congru*, No. 148, II, folio 281. 
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From a Utter of the 19th April, 1781: 

That Count de Vergennes remarks, that on the appli- 
cation of Chevalier de la Luzerne, and his representation 
of the distreflsee of the United States, measures had been 
taken for our ud when Colonel Laurens arrived; that it 
being impossible for the king to comply with all Colonel 
Laurens's demands, he took the resolution to offer his 
guaranty for ten millions of livres toumois, to be bor- 
rowed in Holland, for account of the United States; that 
the king was senrable of the wants and distrrases of Con- 
gress, and wished to relieve them; but that it oi^ht to 
be considered, that the French squadron and troops are 
in America for our immediate asostance. That Count 
de Grasse's expedition to America will occasion great 
expense; — and that all those things collected together 
would go far beyond even the ei^iectation of Congress. 
That the most essential manner of showing the gratitude 
of the United States would be by making all the exer- 
tions in their power to co-operate in a glorious and 
effectual manner with the king's forces for their own 
speedy deliverance. The Count de Vergennes observes, 
that a part of the six millions of livres would be employed 
in purchasing the different articles contiuned in a list 
delivered by Mr. Laurens. That three millions would be 
given by instalments to Dr. Franklin, for the payment 
of bills of exchange drawn by Congress. That a fourth 
million would be reserved for unforeseen emei^encies, 
and particularly to pay for the supplies embarked on 
the ship La Fayette. That Count de Vergennes had 
been Dr. franklin's security for a part of those supplies, 
amounting to 417,000 livres. That he is imacquainted 
with the measures which had been taken to effectuate 
the loan of ten millions in Holland, that affair being in 
the province of 1V&. Neckar, who probably would settle 

SeSSS*— TOL 21—12 IB 
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that matter with Mr. Laurens, or with Mr. Adams, who 
at that time was still in Holland to fill up a loan of a 
million florins, which he had opened several months 
before. 

From a letter cf 11th May. That Coxmt de Vergeones 
informs the Chevalier de la Lxizeme, that ordesis had been 
given by the king to have the loan of ten millions on 
account of the United States negotiated : that the Duke 
de la Vauguyon had received orders to propose it to 
the states of Holland; but met with insuperable diffi- 
culties, not only because the United States had no credit 
in HoUand, but also because that province was afraid of 
exposing itself; and that indeed granting a loan to the 
United States would be the same thing aa countenancing 
their independence, which would be contrary to the obli- 
gations entered into by the republick with the neutral 
powers: that in Cfrder to remove this difficulty, the king 
had presented himself as a principal borrower, and as 
being alone accountable for the sums wluch were to be 
furnished. The Count adds, that he thinks these pro- 
ceedings need no commentary; and that a mere eiqwei- 
tion of them will be sufficient to excite the gratitude of 
the United States, and to engage them at last to make 
all the exertions in their power. The Count flatters him- 
self that the measures which have been taken by his 
court will enable Congress to put their finances in the 
best order. That the Chevalier de la Luzerne had often 
written to him, that the most certain way to effectuate 
so happy an event would be to put Congress for a while 
out of their distressing situation, and to enable them, 
by an external relief, to take internal measures without 
precipitation, and with solidity. That these consider- 
ations determined the king; and that from affection he 
has done more for his ally than mere prudence would. 
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perhaps, have su^ested to him. That the council of 
the king have no doubt but this resolution will be pro- 
ductive of the good effects which the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne had announced. The Count exhorts Congress to 
take hold of the present circumstances for the common 
advantage. He thinks it his duty freely and openly to 
declare, that the moment is come; not to spend the 
time in expectation, deliberation, and useless exhorta- 
tions: that though he would wish to avoid every dis- 
agreeable intimation, friendship and common interest 
oblige France to speak without reserve and with perfect 
sincerity: that the king has done on this occaaon what 
he can do no more: that Congress, if well informed of 
the situation of his Majesty's affsirs, would be sensible 
that an exertion like the present cannot be repeated; 
and that the court would feel the deepest concern, if it 
was under the disagreeable but indispensable necessity of 
refusing the demands of an ally whoee cause is now 
become his own. 

From a letter of the 14th cf May. That Count de Ver- 
gennes observes, that Colonel lAurens had taken leave 
of the King, and that he ought to be satisfied with the 
success of his mission, although he had not obtained all 
that he demanded. That the Court of France hopes 
these demands will not be renewed; for how disagree- 
able soever to refuse allies whom the king sincerely 
loves, necessity would oblige him to reject pecuniary 
demands of any kind whatsoever. 

From a letter of S7ih July. That the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne observ^, that in March last he informed Con- 
gress that the court no longer pay the bills drawn upon 
France; upon which declaration be believes Congress 
stopped all drafts on Dr. Franklin: that he informed 
the court of that resolution of Congress. The Court in 
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the mean time had resolved to grant a Bubsidy of six 
millions, to be employed in purchaaing arms, ammuni- 
tion and clothing to be sent from liVance to the Umted 
States; and the remainder of the sum to be employed in 
paying the drafts of Congress or any person they nught 
appoint. Mr. JActma being appointed superintendent, 
the nunister, according to his instructions, authorized 
him to draw for half a million of livres, and informed 
Mr. Neckar of this measure; accordingly funds were 
prepared for a r^ular payment. The Chevalier de la 
Luzerne had agreed with the supenntendent, that he 
might draw in the whole for a million and a half, includ- 
ing the half million abovementioned; of all which he 
had informed Coimt de Yeigennes. Colonel Laurens 
being in the mean while arrived in France, it was found 
&om his representaticm that the mode of drawing was 
prejudicial to Congress, and that if the specie was im- 
ported there would be no loss: bshA it was agreed, that 
he should bring over two millions and a half out of the 
fax millioDB in specie. In consequence of this measure. 
Count de Veigennes acqwunts the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne that he hopes the superintendent will not have 
drawn more than the before mentioned half million of 
livres. He wishes it the more earnestly as bills for a 
greater sum would ranbarrass the finances of France in 
a great degree, the goods delivered to Colonel Laurens 
exceeding already the simi remaining out of the six 
millions, and the goods taken on board the Marquis la 
Fayette being not yet replaced. 

For a fuller explanation, the Chevalier de la Luzerne 
commimicated to the committee an account of the sums 
already fmnished, and to be furnished from this time 
to the end of the present year for the service of the 
United States. That he had orders to take hold of this 
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opportiinity to repeat to Congress, that the king for the 
next year cannot continue any supplies to the United 
States, even of a much less nature. That it is time for 
them to relieve his majesty from the heavy burdens in 
a war which he had undertaken and carries on for their 
sakes. That the Count de Vergennes expects that 
Congress will not have drawn more bills of any kind 
after the first day of April last: that relying firmly on 
this, he had engaged the king to procure the necessary 
sums to answer the bills drawn before that period, and 
desired Dr. Franklin to accept no more, if he had no 
other means of paying them: that this resolution could 
not be altered by any circumstances whatever. The 
Count de Veigennes proceeds to state how far the abuse 
of the king's benevolence had been earned, he supposes 
agfunst the will and instructions, and without the knowl- 
edge of Congress. That the bills drawn upon Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Adams, and Mr. Laurens, had been sent back to ]>. 
Franklin, that is, in effect, to the Court of France. That 
the repubhck of Holland had been unwilling to hear of 
any loan even under the guaranty of the king, when it 
was known that the money was intended for the use of 
the United States; and that to remove this obstacle, as 
be had before observed, the king was induced to present 
himself as the principal borrower. The court was still 
unacquainted with the effect of that proposition.' 

The Chevalier de la Luzerne then presented to the 
committee a paper entitled " List of the sumis that have 
been furnished by the king, and that are to be furnished 
hereafter in the course of this year for the service of the 
United States of America;" uid also a paper explana- 
tory of the sfud account; both of which are delivered in 
with this report. 

> The leport to thifl point is iMiDt«d in the DipUnaatie Comtprntdstua o/ttu Amer- 
iean AraoIuJim (Whuton), IV, 734. 
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The Paper entiUed List of &e aujne, dbc. 

To Dr. Franklin. 

1. For paying the bills of exdiange drawn by Con- 

gress on Dr. Franklin 3,000,000 

2. For paying a part of the clothing on board the 

^p i^srgaisla Fayette 416,000 

3. Supplement for paying new bills of exchange 

drawn by Congress 800,000 

4,216.000 
To Mr. Laurens. 

1. Carried with him in specie 2,500,000 

2. Furnished upon Holland. 1,600,000 

N. B. This last sum has been retained 

by Dr. Franklin for paying new bills 

of exchange which he had accepted. 
8. Several articles of arms, ammunition, 
clothing, furnished by the depart- 
ments of war and marine and sent 
to America 2,289,109 

6, 289, 109 

Sums that are to be furnished — 

1 . To Dr. Franklin to pay the bills which 

he may accept, dnwn before the 

Ist April 2,000,000 

2. SupplenLcnt of articles demanded by 

Colonel Laurens 397,000 

3. To replace the articles that were on 

bosJd the ship Abrqaia Ae la Fit- 

yetU 2,297,392 

4,694,392 

Total 15,193,501 

There is to be added to this sum the amount of bills 

drawn by Mr. Morris on Messrs le Coulteux. 500, 000 

IS, 603, 501 
To be deducted this sum which the Idi^ has granted 
to the United States. 6,000,000 

9,693,601 
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By deducting farther from this sum the three mil- 
lion four hundred and sixteen thousand, furnished 
to Dr. Franklin, and wtiich are to be added to the 
advanceB formerly made to Congress^ 3,416,000 

There lemuns due to the king to be deducted from 
the loan opened in Holland the sum of. 6,277,501 

There is in the above calculation a mistake of six 
thousand, which is likewise in the ori^nal received by 
the minister of France from his court, of which tliis is 
a copy officially communicated. 

Stamd. Paper, 1781. 

1. Remis k Monsr. Franklin, pour acquitter dea 

traitea du Congr6s 3,000,000 

2. Remia pour payer de nouvelles traites du mfime. 800, 000 

3. Remis au mdme pour payer de nouTclles traitee 

la somme qui avut £t£ envoy^e en Hollande.. 1, 500, 000 

4. On doit lui remettre pour acquitter d'autres 

trutes qu'il aura accept 6es et qui seront antd- 

rieures au premier Avril, dr 2,000,000 

5. Somme tir^ par Mr. Morris sur Mr. Le Coateuz. 500, 000 
N. B. — Si Mr. Morris a n^oci6 au dela de cette 

somme on payera avec exactitude. 

6. Remis pour partie des drape chaste aur le Mar- 

quis dela fiiyetteiiUF. Franklin ci 416,000 

7. II faudra foumir pour le replacement dee effets 

chaste sur ce navire par apper^u 2, 297, 392 

8. n a 6t£ remia h Mr. Laurens en argent comptant 

qu'il a apportfi ii Boston ci 2,500,000 

9. Diverses foumituTes faites au mdme Mr. Laurens 

en armes munitions, Tdtemens pour lea dSpart- 
mens de la guerre, et de la marine, les quelles 
foumiture ont 6t6 exp^6es 2, 289, 109 

10. n faudra que le roi avanca pour supl^numt 

d'effets, demandte par Mr. Laurens 397,000 

Total de sommes foinmies et li fournir en 1781 pour 
lecomptedu Congris. 16,699,501 
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II faut en diduire les 6 nulUons donnfe par le roi 

aux EtataUnis- 6,000,000 

Reste it payer par le roi du compte du Congrds, d. 9, 699, 501 
II faut encore d^duire de cette sonune celle de 
3,416,000 fournies a Ifr. Franklin, e( qui dmt 
6tn jointe aux aTaooes prfeMement faites au 
Oongrds, ci 3,416,000 

n restera done du pour acquitter les engagements ci 

deasua enoncfe 6,283,501 

Plus les lettres de changes tiroes par M, Morris ensus 
et au dela de 600,000 mentionnfies ci dessus 
montant & la sonune de laquelle eomme sera 
prelevfe but I'empnmt ouvert en Hollande, du 
quel le succds est encore inccrtain; mais que 
fe roi a promis d'avimcer au Congrds en caa 
que la Hollande Depuisselefoumirci 10,000,000 

n restera done k la disposition du Oongrte teprie les 
eommes ci deesus acquittfes, ci 

L'epoque k la quelle remprunt de la Hollande sera 
rempU est incertaine; mius b'H ne I'est point, le roi a 
promis d'y, supplier des see fonds le plutdt qu'il sera 
possible; cette expression ne permet pas de juger qiumd 
cette Bomme pouira 6tre & la disposition du Congrds, 
le Chevalier de la Luzerne ne perdra paa de terns i e'en 
infonuer et k savoir de quelle maui^ elle parviendra 
au Congr^. 11 prle le comity de vouloir biea lui com- 
muniquer les sentimens du Congrte sur cette mati^.* 
Ordered, That this, together with their former report be 

re-committed that the committee may report thereon. 
Congress proceeded to the election of a comptroller; and 

the ballots bdng taken, Mr. William Churchhill Houston was 

elected, having been previously nominated by Mr. pBlias] 

Boudinot. 

' Tbia nport wu entered only in the mftniucript Secret Jounul, Forei^ Aif un. 
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The report of the Conunittee of Commerce on the memorial 
of William Bingham was taken into consideration; and after 
debate: 

Ortfcrerf, That it be re-committed; and 

That IJtr. fEldward] Telf^ be added to the committee for 
this purpose. 

Mr. A[rthurj Middleton, a del^ate for the State of South 
Carolina^ attended and produced the credentials of his 
appointment, which were read, as follows: 

State or Sodth Cabolina, 

In the HonsB of Refrbsbntatites, 

ihe iBt Day of February, 1780 {nx o'doek, P. M.). 

The House met aocnrding to Adjournment. 

Ordered, That M^ Edwarda and Mi Charles Elliott do wait on the 
Senate and acquaint their Honours, that this House is now ready to 
receive them, in order, jointly, to ballot for a Fifth Delegate to the 
Congress of the United States. 

M^ Edwards reported. That Mr Elliott and himself had delivered 
the Message they had in Chaige to the Senate, vho were pleased to 
say, they would attend in this House presently. 

llie Honourable the S^iate being come into this Hoiue accord- 

Tba MembetB of both Houses proceeded to ballot for a Ffth Dele- 
gate to CongresB 

After which the Senate withdrew, leaving one of their Members to 
see the PoU closed. 

And the Ballots being reckoned, 

Mr Speaker reported. That upon casting up the Ballots, it appeared. 
That the Honourable Arthur Middleton, Esquire, was, by a Majority 
of the Votes of all the Members present, duly elected a Delegate to 
represent this State in the Congress of the United States. 

A true Extract from the Journals. 

Pet? Timothy, 
Clerk of ike House of Represeraaiives.' 

1 The origiiulu in ti)ePap<r(Q/'d«Cton(tn«n(itlO[m0r<M, South Gandiaa, Ortduttialt 
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The report of the committee on the memorial of Thomiis 
Savage was taken into consideration, and mmdry motions 
being made thereon: 

Ordered, That the report and motions be re-committed. 
At a Boabd of Wab September £4. 1781 

The Board have been honored with a reference of a letter of General 
Washington's respecting the exchange of Colonel Laumoy and lieu- 
tenant Colonel Cambraj. On which we beg leave to obaerve that 
the same obstacles which hare occurred to the Conunander in Chief 
create difficulties with ua of so important a nature that unless we 
were pointedly ascertained that the services of these gentlemen are 
BO absolutely neceesaiy for the operations of the war, that theiy could 
not be dispensed with, we could not undertake to recommend a 
measure which deranges the system of exchangee and causes infinite 
jealouaiee in the minds of the ofhoers who conceive themselves 
retained in captivity by any preferences. On this consideration we 
beg leave to return the letter of Colonel Finckney as connected with 
this eubjectj leaving Coogrees to judge of the reaeooa he has men- 
tioned, which will at least serye to shew the grounds we have to 
believe much uneasiness will be created by the excJiange of Colonel 
Laumoy and lieutenant Colonel Cambray Pr^ermces have been 
given heretofore to foreign officers on prindples of policy and if 
Congress should be of opinion that such principlee should prevail on 
this occasion, they will be pleased to direct General Duportail's 
request in favor of these gentlemen to be complied with. We cannot 
but add in favor of these Gentiemen, that we are convinced of th^ 
abilities, and join with General Duportail in opinion that their abili- 
ties, with the local experience they have added to their profesdonal 
knowledge cannot be more usefuUy employed than in a Southern 
enterprise.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

^ Tim npoitia In thtPapm^fti4(hiammkdOongrm,Vo, lis, n,bSoSaa. It 

ma read aa tbis day me the Indanemsnt indicatM. It adds: "On qoertioii to agree 

loorderthefrexchangeSaTea, 3aoea,la>t." Thequertionia on folio 292: Snolvtd, 

Tlutt the CommiwaiT Qenomi <A pruonera immedistety cause Ctdooeb and 

<rf the Gcnpa of Engineen to be exchanged. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER aj. 1781 

A memorial from the hon*^ the Mmister plenipotentiary 
of France was read, with sundry papers enclosed : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr, [George] Glym^^ , 
Mr. [Jamee] Duane.' 

September 24, 1781, the minister of France trans- 
mitted to Congress the following memorial: 

Philadelphia, Seyrfemfter B4, 1781. 
The under»gned minister plenipotentiary of France 
has the honour to communicate to Congress a memorial 
sent to him by Don Francisco Rendon. He entreats 
this assembly would be pleased to take it into considera- 
tion; and he has no doubt but the resolution which they 
will pass will be as favourable to the subjects of his 
Catholick Majesty as justice will permit. 

LE Chet. db la Luzerne. 
The memorial enclosed is as follows: 
May U please your excellency, 

Don Francisco Rendon, re»dent in this dty, eruxir- 
gado do negodoa for the Court of Spain, with all due 
respect, informs your excellency, That in consequence 
of the articles of capitulation granted to the troops and 
inhabitants of his Britannick majesty at the reduction 
of Pensacola by Don Bernardo de Galvez, commander in 
chief of the forces of his Catholick Majesty, p^mission 
was granted by the govemour of the place to Captain 

' Liueme's lettw and the reply ot GoDgreaa were not entered in the Public loumal, 
bat ue printed in the Secret Jouinal, Foreign ASura, undei dat« of January 25, 1782, 
immediately following the " plan of a convention reepectiog consular powen " adopted 
onthatdate. Theyarealao printed ia tb.9 IHplomatie Corretjxmdmei of tha Anuri- 
em Btvabitim (Wharton), IV, 728. 
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Jahleel Smith, with his vessel called the Sally, her crew 
and paawngeiB contained in the passport, to go to New 
York, mx of the passengers being prisoners on parole, 
to be exchanged for an equal number of Spanish prison- 
ers; that in his passage the bwI flag was captured by 
an American vessel called the Betsey, Captain Enos, 
beloi^ing to the State of Pennsylvania; that in conse- 
quence thereof, the said J. Smi^ has presented to me 
a petition and an account which I herewith enclose, 
pra}ang me to obtain for him an indemnification and 
payment for the damages he has sustained, and that 
liberty may be granted him by the supreme authority 
to pass &&ely to the place of his destination agreeable 
to the permisuon of the generals of the king my master: 
— I therefore entreat that your excellency would be 
pleased to present this nwmorial, with the documento 
accompanying it, to the honourable Congress, and pray 
them to order pa}mient to be made to the captun of the 
flag for the delay and damages occasioned by this cap- 
ture, and grant the sfud prisouos of his Catholick Maj- 
esty mentioned m the passport free permisaon to go to 
New York, in order to discharge their parole and obtain 
their exchange. I am induced by your excellency's 
goodness to hope for this favour, &o. 

Francisco Rendon. 
His Excellency Chev. de la Luzerne, 

Minister Plenipotentiary of France to the UnUed 



The forgoing memorials, with the papers accompany- 
ing them, being referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, BIr. 
[George] Clymer and Mr. [James] Duane, the said com- 
mittee returned the following answer: 



dbyGoOt^le 



September, 1781 1011 

Philadelphia, (September 26, 1781. 
Sir, 

The United States in Congress assembled, ever deeiroua 
to olwerve good ftuth and maintain the rights of neutral- 
ity, and sincerely disposed to cultivate the friendship of 
his Catholick l^jesty, have referred the memorial pre- 
sented by your excellency in favour of Jahleel Smith, 
master of the schooner ScJly, to a committee of Congress, 
^o now have it under consideration. 

To form a right judgment of the transaction it is con- 
ceived necessary that an authentick copy of the capita 
ulation granted by his Catholick Majesty's general to 
the British ofiScer lately commanding at Pensacola, and 
referred to in the memorial of Don Francisco Rendon, 
residing in this city, encargado de negocioa for the Court 
of Spain, should be communicated to the United States. 
In the mean time it requires no deliberation to assiu^ 
your excellency that the laws of the land are competent 
for redressing every injury perpetrated by vessels of war 
commissioned by the United States, or under their 
authority, although the security for the good behaviour 
of the officers and crews may not be adequate to the 
damages claimed. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect, 
your excellency's most obedient humble servant, 
for the Committee. 

His Excellency, the Chev. de la Luzehne, 
Minisier Plenipotentiary of France. 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabo or Wab September Sff^ 1781. 
Present M' Peters 

General Cornell 
Upon the application of Lieutenant Wheaton of the Rhode Islaad 
Regiment, who hath been on command vith the detachment iindar 
the OoDunand of the Marquis de la Fayette and hath been wounded 
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and obt^ed leave from the Marquis to return home for the recoTeij 
of hifl health, and ia now in this City, on his way home entirely desti- 
tute of cash, 
The Board report, 

Ordered, That the Board of War craw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant Wheaton of the 
Rhode Island raiment for forty dollars on account of his 
pay.' 

The delegates for the State of Pensylvania laid before 
C^oi^;re88 a lett^, of this day, from the supreme executive 
coundl of the said State ; and thereupon moved a resolution : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Rj^r] Shennan, 
Mr. [James] Madison. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Rev. William Plumb receive the pay 
and emolumente of a brigade-chaplain, from the 20 day of 
September, 1777, when he was appointed chaplain to the 
northern hospital by General Gates, «ntil the 3 Boptomboi 
17 8 when all hoapitol ehftplnina woro dorangod durii^ 
the time he continued in service : 

That it be recommended to the State of Connecticut, of 
which Mr. Plumb is an inhabitant, to settle with him for bis 
pay and depreciation, during the time monMon e d in the fofo - 
g oing poaolution be was on duty, on the principles adopted 
by them in their settlements with the officers of the line of 
that State." 

On motion of Mr. [R(^er] Shennan, seconded by 

the following resolution was passed : 

Whereas by a resolution of the 24 of August, 17S0, officers 
are entitled to subsistance money in lieu of rations withheld, 
according to the just c(ffit of such rations: 

> TluB rapoTt is in the Fapert of the Continental CongrtM, No. 148, II, folio 297. 
■ Tbis r^nrt ia in fhe Fofen of (Ac ConHmental Congrm, No. 148, II, folio 301. 
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Resolved, That the euperintendant of finance be authorised 
and directed to ascertun the value of a ration, from time to 
time, and certify the eame to the paymaster general, who 
shall govern himself accordingly in settling with the officers. 

The report of the committee on the petition of George 
Crowningshield, Nathaniel Silsbee and John Collins was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The Conunittee to whom was referred the memorial of G. Crownin- 
Bbield and others, relative to the capture of a vessel, belonging to 
them, by Setb Harding, commander of the ship of war. Confederacy, 
in the service of the United States, and the condemnation thereof in 
a Court of Admiralty at Cape Francois report: 

ThtA in any event before a farther procedure can be directed, a 
propw attestation of the suggestions contained in the said memorial 
should be produced: 

That, even according to the drcumstances therein set fortii, no 
farther judiciary procedure can be instituted by the order of Congress: 

Because if tiie sentence of condemnation be valid, there is no 
reason for their interposition, and if it be void in itself, the vessel, 
wheresoever found, may be recovered by a legal process, together 
with dam^es against the Captor, if he hath offended: 

Because the United States are not bound to answer in this instance 
for the act of an Officer which goes beyond their conunission, but 
only to cause due enquiry: 

Because no tribunal exists in America for die review or correction 
of sentences, given by the French Admiralty, and 

Because foreign courts of judicature should pay full credence and 
respect to the decrees of each other. 

But forasmuch as it becomes Congress to punish any abuse of the 
authority, delegated by them, and to make due repreeentations upon 
losses sustained by citizens of the United States from the decisions 
of foreign Courts; 

Re»6U>ed, lliat a Conunittee be appointed to examine into the 
allegations of the said memorial against the said Seth Harding, and 
the complaint of an improper exercise of jurisdiction by the court 
of Admiralty at Cape Francois, and report thereon.* 

' This repoct, in the wri ting (d Edmuiid lUndolidi, is in the i^pcn q^ (A« Confttwntal 
Cottptu, No. U. I, bUo SU. 
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Ordered, That the petition be dismissed. 

The report of the committee, jlconsisting of Ab*. Du&ne, 
Mr. Bee, Mr. Shemuui,|| to whom was referred the report of 
the Board of Treasury respecting the claim of the representa- 
tives of Mr. dii Coudray, was taken into consideratjon; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the sum of fourteen thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-six livres, six sous and one denier toumois, be 
passed to the credit of the repr^entatives of the late Mons. 
du Goudray, m the books of the treasury; and that the same 
when paid, shall be m full of his claims agunst these United 
States.' 

The report of the committee, [[consisting of Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Livermore, Mr. Jones, |[ on the letter of 9th of August, 
&om Genera! Schuyler, waa taken into conmderation; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissioners for Indian affairs in the 
northern department, be instructed, in answer to the repre- 
sentation and request of the Mendly Caghnawagas, to assure 
them that Congress have a just sense of their attachment to 
the United States, and will embrace every occa«on to main- 
tain thdr rights and redress their grievances.' 

A letter, of 7, from Mr. T. Jefferson, was read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.' 

t Thu report, in Ote writing of Junee Duone, is in the Papen of At Contintnial dm* 
0r«M, No. 19,11, foUoMl. 

* This report, in tbe writing ol Junes Duane, is in tbe Papen of Ote CantinertUil 
Conyrett, No. 30, folio 353. 

* The following motion was offend Qua dajr, aa the Indonement ahowv, by Ezra 
L'Hommedieu and in in his writing. It ia in the Paptn of the Qmtmmlal Congra*, 
Ho. 36, 1, folio 36S. 

A Bonrd of gen«nl ofilcen appointed in punuance of the act of Congren of the 
IV^ day lA May last, having reported that tJdney Hay E^uira ou^t to enjoy Hie 
nuk and emohimoiti of a retiring Lieutenant Colonel: 

Betolvtd, That the laid Udney Hay be entitled to die rank and «nolumfflitB of a 
retiring Lieutenant OolMiel bcon the Ont day of January but. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER a6, 1781 

There not being a sufficient number of statee to proceed 
CO business: 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 97. 178X 

Mr. Edward Telffur, and Mr. Noble 'Vt^mberly Jones, two 
of the delegates for the State of Georgia, attended, and 
produced the credentials of their appointment, which were 
read, in the wcnxls following: 

State of 1 

Qeoi^aJ The People of the State of Geoi^a, by the 

[Signed] 
Nathan Bbownson, Grace of Ood Free and Independent 

[with the gre«t seal of the 

eaid Sute appendant.] To all to whom these presents flhall come, 
send Greeting 

Whsbbab the General AaaemUj did at their last Meeting held at 
Augusta in the County of Richmond in the aaid State on the Seven- 
teenth day of August Instant, nominate and appoint the Honorahle 
Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberly Jones, Willum Few and Samuel 
Stirk Esq? to represent the same in the Assembly of the United 
States of America in General Congress, to continue in Office until the 
first Tuesday in Januaiy Next, and from thence until others shall be 
legaUy appointed Now thkbefobb know tx that in pursuance of 
such nomination and appointment, We do by these presents, Com- 
missionate the said Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberly Jones, WUham 
Few, and Samuel Stirk Esq" Delegates to represent this our State, 
in the said General Assembly of the United Statee of America in 
Congress assembled, and do hereby authorize them, and each of 
them, to hold, and exercise, all the powers and Authorities to the 
Office, or place of Del^ate belonging, by virtue of the Constitution 
of i^na State, the Confederation of the United States, and the Nom- 
ination and Appointment aforesaid. In Testimony whereof we have 
caused the Great Seal of this our State to be hereunto affixed. 

Witness Nathan Bbownson Esq. Captain General Governor and 
Commander in Chief of the said State at Augusta the Twenty Seventh 
sessa*— TOL SI— 13 1« 
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day of Aoguat in the Y«ar of our Lord One thousand seven hundred 
and Ei^ty one, and in the £&zth Year of our Independence.* 

A letter, of 15, from General Washingtoa; 
One, of 21, from Major General Heath; and 
One, of 19, from General Schuyler;* were read. 
A letter, of 26, from Major Lomagne, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. p?heodorick} Bland, Mr. [Roger] 
Sh»-man, Me. [Joeeph] Montgomery. 
A letter, of 24, from Nath Mitchel waa read:* 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a memorial of Daniel Clarke, attorney to 
Oliver Pollock, with the accounts and vouchers accompanying 
the same, be referred to the Committee of Commerce: 

Jhftt- di ftt p a H of the m e mow a l Tcgp ee ting » dTonw » madn f ef-tbe 
Pu i ir n f Yirg inift | Trit h t hn rinnn n nti nf t ihn mmr n h n m frr rr ri t n t hn 
dolo e a t e a of th t t -Btater 

Ordered, That a member be added to the s^d committee: 

The member, Mr. [Edwaid] Telfair; 

Ordered, That a petition of Captain J. P. Shott be referred 
to the Board of War. 

The comnuttee report, on a petition of Doct McCrea to 
be appointed sui^eon of the sldp America, "that such an 
appointment is imneceesary at present"; 

And on a letter of Jacob Johnston deling to be appointed 
chaplain to the garrison at Wyoming, " that it is inraq)edient 
to comply with this application" : 

' The origiuJ la in the Paptn t^tht Cantintntal Oonfrm, OeorgCa, CrtdentiaU of 
Deltgatet. 

■Wubingtoa'ilettwiaiii thsPaprtq^atOmJtoMtet Cbnfirni, 162, X, folio 249; 
it is printed In the Writiagi q/' WaAihgUm (Ford), IX, 869. Heftth'i !■ in the Paper* 
o/lht Ctrntinmlal Congmt, No. 1Q7, folio 294; Schuyler's is in No. 1E3, HI, folio 677. 

> Lomagne's lett«i is in the Paptn of tht Contiiuntal Oomgrm, No. 78, XIV, folio 
495; UitcheU's is in No. 78, XVI, folio 243. 



dbyGoot^le 



September, 1781 1017 

Thnfr bho > oooiint - of John M^iKinloy - fof bowding Dmiel -S iinen - ftn 
IndiflD pFc a oboF b e -wrfoifod to tbo S uperintendttnt of Sia ft no e i r' 

Resolved, That Congresa agree to this report of the com- 
mittee. 

: The committee to whom was re-committed the report on 
the petition of Thomas Savage; 

, The committee on the motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, 
together with the letters &om Governor Trumbull and Gen- 
eral Greene relative to the burning of New London and 
Georgetown, delivered in then- respective reports. 
i 'Hiat the United States in Congress assembled did OD the day 

of October A. D. 1778, resolTe, "that if our enemi«e pendat in their 
present career of barbarity we will take such exemplary Vengeance 
as shall deter others from a like conduct." "We appeal to that God 
who searches the hearts of men for the rectitude of our intentions, 
and in his holy presence declare, that we are not moved by any li^t 
and hasty suggwitionB of anger or reveaige, bo through every possible 
change of fortune we will adhere to this our determination." Ute 
conduct of Britons alone could have produced such a determination, 
and their persisting in the most savage and barbarous acts impel the 
United States to execute this Resolution. The flouriahing villages of 
Cbarlestown and Falmouth in Massachusetts, in ^e year 1775, Noi^ 
folk in Virginia in 1776, Kingston in Kew York in 1777, Bristol in 
Rhode Island and Bedford in Maasachusetts in 1778, Fairfield and 
Korwalk in Connecticut in 1779, Springfield and Cojmectdctit Farms 
in New Jersey 1780, and Georgetown in South Carolina and New 
London and Groton in Connecticut in 1781, have been consigned by 
i^maa enemies of Mankind to wanton conflagrations! The ties of rel- 
atives have been dissolved by deliberate murder while the most sacred 
conditions have only tended to e inbit t e <H ?m el t y enhance Barbarityl 
The nations of the earth render to bravery the tribute of honor and 
esteem, while Britons murder the Brave, when captives in their powerl 
Justice baa been delayed; but the most solemn of oaths joined to 
invincible necessity, demand retaliation. 

> Thli report, in the writmg of Abraluuii Clmrk, 1b is the Paptn <^ Ac CoKtitwnUi 
Congrtu, No. 32, folio 256. fichott'i petition, d«t«d Septambei 26, 1781, la in No. 
4S, VII, folio 127; HcCm'i petition it In No. 41, VI, folio S«6; JohnMU'i Ivttei, 
dated S«pt«mbw 17, 1781, to In No. 78, XUI, folio 26e. 
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The United States in Congress assembled do therefoie reeolve, Uiat 
the War and Marine Departments without delay take order for the 
demolition of cities and Tillages in the Kingdom of Great Britain so 
as fully to retaliate for the destruction of the towns and Tillages 
before mentioned. 

Beedlved, That unless satisfaction be immediately made for the 
inhuman murder of the braTO garrison of Fort Grinnell in the State 
of Connecticut, after surrendering prisoneiB of war on the 6"* Instant 
either by consigning to public execution the principal officeis ccm- 
cemed m that bloody massacre, or in such other way as shall n a tinfy 
tfie ol a im s-rf fully appertain to justice, retaliation Bbaii be had » by 
the execution of an adequate number of British officers and soldiers. 

Besdved, If the British Aimy and Navy continue their present 
system of inhumanity in burning defexiceless Tillages, or housee, or 
in murdering inoffensiTe citizens or prisoiiers of war, that the War 
and Marine Departments cause ail persons taken in such acta of 
burning to be immediately consigned to the flames, or afterwards 
if oaptJTated to be put to death whono¥e> in th<H> powof .' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[James Mitchell] Vamum, 

Ordered, That Major General St. dair pursue the orders of 
the Commander in Chief, the order of the 19th notwithstanding. 

On motion of M f . ■ Montgomofy del^ates of Pensylvania: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with a committee of the hon*^ the .general Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Pensylvania e n the t w tdo ond oommofoo 
d - fe e- Cnitod S totooi : 

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vammn, Mr. [James] Duane. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office SepUmher £7^ 1781. 
Sib, 

Brigadier General Irwin having represented to the Board that it is 
impossible for him to proceed to Fort Pitt to take upon him the Com- 
mand ordered by Congress for want of money, upon irtiich the Board 
beg leaTe to submit the following resolutions (to wit). 

I This report, in the writing ol Junee Mitcbell Varnum, la in the Papcrt of thi 
Contmental Congrtu, No. SO, I, folio 27S. 
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Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Brigadier General Irwine for 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars on account of his pay; 

Th« Board further bog leave to obserre that there is now in this 
City about fifty riflemeD, who by their enhstments are to eerve luitil 
the first of January next. If they are ordered to the Southward, it is 
probable they will not arrive at Head Quarters before the preaent 
operation will be over, should they go farther South their times of 
service will expire before they will have time to render much service. 
From these circumstances the Board are of opinion this Corps cannot 
be better employed than to be ordered to Fort Pitt under the direc- 
tion of Brigadier General Irwin. Should Congress agree to this Report 
the Board will give the necessary orders.' 

Ordered, That the Board of War ^ve the necessary orders 
respecting the riflemen mentioned in tbdr report agreeably 
to what is suf^ested in the said report. 

The ordinance respecting captures, b^ng taken up for a 
third r^Mling, a motion was made that a vote be taken on a 
particular paragraph, on which at the second reading a vote 
had been taken, and which by that vote had been established. 

An objection being made to this motion as being out of 
order, the President called for the judgment of the house: 

And the question being put, "is the motion in order f" 
passed in the n^ative. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Mcnrow. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER aS. 1781 

A repcoii from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended to the 
State of New Hampshire to advance on account of the United 
States a sum equal to ^s. months' pay and subsistance to 
Brigadier General Stark or his order.' 

■ ThiH report is in the Papen of the Conlinmtal Congrai, No. 148, II, folio 303. 
* Thu report is in Uie Paptn of 1A« Contmtntal Crmgrat, No. 14S, II, folio 327. 
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On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr, 
pDamel] Mowry, 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
Beveral states of which the general o£Gicers of the army are 
inhabitants, to settle with them for the depreciation of their 
pay, on the principles adopted in settlements with the officers 
of their respective lines. 

A report of the Board of Ww on the letter, of 11, from 
Baron d' Arendt was read : 

At a Boabd or Wab September £7. 1781. 

The Board b^ leave to report on the memorial of Baron de Arendt. 

lliat the Baron is considered as out of serrice by the resolution of 
the 11*^ July 1781 and has his accounts settled up to the 1** January 
last, agreeable to the said resolution. If any sum is paid him in part 
of the balance due him, it will establish a precedent for claims to be 
exhibited by all officers, ^o have settled accounts and balances due. 
But as the Board have conceived that it was not practicable to pay 
moneys on these accoimts and have constantly informed applicants 
of this their opinion, we cannot report in favor of the Baron's request 
and therefore conceive it proper for Congress to resolve, 

That the Baron de Arendt be informed that the state of the public 
finances renders it inexpedient to comply with the request contained 
in his memorial of the 11^ Instant. 

If however Congress should be of opinion that the peculiar circum- 
stances set forth in the memorial entitle the memorialist to be con- 
sidered as an exception to any general Rule, we conceive that his 
request being founded on a settled account, and he being out of 
service, therefore not falling within the line of our d^attment, it 
will be proper to direct, 

That the memorial of the Baron de Arendt, be referred to the 
Superintendent of Finance to take such order thereon as the state of 
the pubhc finances will admit.' 

Ordered, That it be returned to the Board of War to take 
order. 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

■ lliis teport u in tha Pa;<r* <i^ tik CbnMncntol CbiVFcn, No. lis, II, folia sn. 
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At a Boabd of Wab Septetnher XT^ 1781. 

Vrmmi H' Peters 

General Cornell 

Tile Board have been applied to hj the Judge Advocate on the 
subject of the depreciation of his pay and that of his aaaistants and 
conceiving that the serrices of the Judge Advocate and his assistants 
having been constant and meritorious they are entitled to the same 
treatment in this respect with the officers of the IJne. But althou^ 
Congress agreed that the depreciation of the Pay of the Judge Advo- 
cate should be made up to him yet no notice was taken of his assistants 
nor was the mode of settling with them pointed out. The Board 
therefore take the liberty of reporting to Congress, 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
states of which the judge advocate and his assistants are 
respectively inhabitants, to settle with them for the depre- 
ciation of then* pay, on the principles adopted in settlements 
with the officers of their respective state Unee.^ 
The del^ates for Georgia laid before Congress: 
A letter, of 28 Augiist, from the governor of that State; 
One, of 22 August, from the speaker of the Assembly; and 
One, of 26 of the same month, from Sam' Stirk, which were 
read; also 
A letter, of 28 August, &om Jon. Bryan, was read: 
Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 
The mCTobers, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

IiSt. [Elias] Boudinot laid before CongreBS the warrant 
drawn on Dr. J. Witherspoon, pursuant to the resolution of 
the 8 August, returned imder protest, with sundry letters 
relative to the same. *" 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 
Mr. [John] Abthews. 

> This raport is in the Paptn of (A« Coi^nmUtl Cmgnu, No. 148, 11, Iblio 311. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd of Wak SeptetnherST^ 1781. 

The Board having taken into consideration the Memorial of Wil- 
liam Massej late Deputy Conuniasaiy of Musters in the Southern 
Department, and are of opinion that he is entitled to the benefit of 
the resolution of Congress of the 12^ January 1780. 

That the Memorial of William Maasey be referred to the Superin- 
tendent of Finance, who is hereby directed to order an adjustment 
of the Memorialist's account for pay due under the act of Congrees 
of the 12*'' January 1780, as Deputy Commissary of musters, to the 
end that the sum due may be paid, when the state of the public 
finances will admit. 

Ordered, That the memorial of \^^lliam Maseey be referred 
to the comptroller, in order that the accounts of the me- 
morialist for pay due under the act of Congrees, of the 12 
January, 1780, as deputy commissary of musters, may be 
properly adjusted; and in the meanwhile that the Board of 
War draw an order on the paymaster in his favour for three 
months' pay.' 

The committee ||conmeting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Shennan, 
Mr. Montgomeryll to whom was referred the letter of |]the 
26*?* &omI| Major Lomagne delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the superintendant of finance a llow to 
furnish Major de Lomagne, with a bill of exchange of one 
himdred and forty dollars, as a gratuity in addition to his 
pay, toward defraying the expences of his return to France.' 

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of Mary 
Mathews; 

Another on the memorial of the cloathi^ general; were 
read. 

> This report is in the Papm of tlie ConlinmUiI Qmgnt*, No. 148, II, folios 323 
»nd 326. 

* This repoit, in the writing of Kogw Bhemum, is in the Paptn of the Contktmtal 
Congrm, No. 19, III, ti^o 615. 
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Wae Otfioe September £S* 1781 
Btr, 

The Board havs considered the memorial of the Cloathier Oeoeral 
referred to them by Congress and beg leave to report the following 
resolutions. 

That the salaries and allowandes in the 0hwthiei8 department be 
as follows (to wit.) 

Cloathier General 1600 dollars per annum three rations per day for 
himself and servant and forage for two horses. 

Deputy Cloathifiis with the Main and Seperate Armies 1050 dollars 
per annum, two rations par day and Forage for two horses each. 

Assistants 1900 per Anniim and two rations per day each. 

Clerks in the department 440 dollara per Annum and one ration per 
day each.* 

The report of the committee on the memorial of Thomae 
Savf^ was taken into consideration, and after debate the 
[question] being put to agree to the first resolution, passed in 
the n^ative, and the whole fell of course. 

The report of the committee on the lettras of Governor 
Trmnbull and General Greene was taken into consideration, 
and sundry amendments being moved : 

Order&i, That the said report and amendments be com- 
mitted: 

The members, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [R(%er] Sherman, 
Mr. [Arthur] Middleton. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
iSx. [James] Madison, 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the Board of War 
continue to exercise the duties appertaining to the war de- 
partment, imtil the Ist day of November next, any fonner 
resolution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Atlee, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. 
MotteJI to whom was referred the letter of Colonel Aimand 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

"DuanportwiatiMPapenofihcContmenUd Cothtku, No. 148, II, fdio 319. The 
indonmifliit Mys: R«f«i«d to the committee to confer with Osnval Waahington. 
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The Committea to whom was referrad the letter of Col* Armuid 
of the 21** inflt, Report 

That agreeable to the order of Congresa they hare oonferred with 
the Supermtendant of Fmance upon tiie mbject of the said letter, 
and are of opinion 

Resolved, That the superinteiidant of finance take order 
for the payment of the sum of ninety pounds Bterling ad- 
vanced to Colonel Armand by the governor of Massachusetts, 
and for six hundred and sixty dollars specie for the payment 
of eight horses purchased by Colonel Armand, to enable him 
to proceed to Philadelphia, for which several sums Colonel 
Armand is to be accountable: 

G olou e l A wiM md - baTing - fally -e ompli e d - with hia -e ontw t et e nt e red 
In t o - witii - th e Board - of W ag ) your Committee f m^her propose, 

That the Board of War, in conjunction with the superin- 
tendant of finance, take order for the recruiting and mount- 
ing Colonel Armand's legion to its establishment.' 

A letter, of 25, from Sam. Patterson, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Delaware, was read : 

Orderedf That it be referred to the superintendant of 
finance to take order. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 39, 1781 

A letter, of 25, &om Major General Heath; 

A letter, of this day, from Jamee Jay, were read." 

A report of the Board of War on a petition of J. P. Shott, 
was read: 

Wab Ofpiob September XS^ 1781 

The Board have considered the memorial of Capt. John Paul 
Sdiott referred to them by Congreas and beg leave to observe that 

* lliia te|K>rt, in the wridiig of Sftinuel John Atlee, ii in th« Papers 0/ tb OMifmeiUal 
Cvngmt, No. 19, 1, folio 87. 

■Heath's letter IB in the Paper* o/tA« Cbnfinmlol CEm^reM, No. 157, Mio302; Jay'ii 
is in No. 78, XIII, folio 273. 
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this Gentleman's accounta both for depreciation and pay were settled 
by M' Stowell auditor to the hsmy on the 19"' of Apnl last up to the 
fint of Januaiy 1781. At which time he was deranged by the last 
reform of the army. The balance found due is 2024 doU&rs specie. 

Ah this Gentleman is now out of service his request respecting rank 
is totally inadmissible. Ss accounts being fully settled, we consider 
the propriety of making payment of any part of the balance due to 
him, and all others under similar circumstances to depend solely on 
the state of our Finances of which we are not competent judges.' 

Ordered^ That it be returned to the Board to take order. 

On motion of l&r. [George] Faiia-idge, seconded by Mr. 
[Elias] Boudinot: 

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance take ordet 
for the payment of five hundred dollars to Major General 
St. Clair on account of his pay, that he may be enabled to 
proceed on the duties of his command. 

A report from the Board of War on the memorial of Major 
Mitchel was read ; Whereupon, 

At a Bqabd or Wab Sefiembgr t8^ 1781. 
Fresent M' Peters 

General Cornell 

The Board have considered the memorial of Major Sfitchell referred 
to them by Congress and beg leave to observe thai this Gentleman 
previous to his application to Congress called on the Board who after 
fully iuTestigating the matter informed him that his request was 
inadmissible as the horses lost were neither killed nor wounded in 
action, which are the only cases provided for by the resolutioDB of 
Congress of the S" of January and 29"' of November 1780. The 
Board see no reason to make an exception from the general estab- 
lished rule in this Gentleman's case. 

Therefore report, 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to comply with the 
request of Major Mitchel contained in his memorial of the 
24 instant.' 

> Tliu npatt ia in flie Paptn of the OmttiumtoJ Congrtn, No. 146, II, Iblio 335. 
* Hiia report ia in ii\6 Paptn of the Cimtmental Oongnu, No. 146, II, iolio307. 
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The report of the committee on the letto:, of 16 Aiigust, 
from Jamee Jay, was taken mto consideration, and passed 
in the negative. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the report of 
the Board of War on General Greene's letter, of 23 June; 

The Conumttee to whom yrtm referred the report of the BoEird of 
War of the lO"* mstant on the letters bom General Green and lA 
Col. Iiee, 

Report, 

That General Gheen be and he is hereby authorized to arrange 
and equip Col. Lee's Le^nary Corpe agreeable to the plan proposed 
in his letter of the 20'^ June 1781 so far as may be in his power. 

That the Board of War be directed to deliver such arms and 
accoutrements for equippuig said Corps as can be spared from the 
military stores, and that they with the Superintendent of Finance 
take order with respect to proTiding such other articles as may be 
necessary.* 

The report of the Board of War on Brigadio- General 
Thompson's letter; and 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 2d August, 
from General Washin^on; and 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 20 July, from 
the superintendant of finance; be filed in the office. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of sundry merchants of New York 
and Massachusetts, and the memorial of sundry inhabitants 
of the State of P^wylvania, be postponed. 

A letter, of 28, from the hon'^ the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of France, was read. 

The report of the committee, HconEosting of Afr. Mathews, 
Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Vamimi, Mr. Atlee,|| on the letter of 
16 August from Brigadier General Moultrie was taken into 
consideration; and Thereupon, 
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The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Brigadier Gen' 
Moiiltrie of the 16*" ultimo with the memorial of the Officers of the 
S° Carolina and Georgia lines 

Further Report, 

That from the peculiar hardships under which those Officers at 
present labour, being deprived of the least support from their respec- 
trve States and thdr own estates being in the hands of the eiumy, 
their only dependance for relief rests altogether with Congress. 
Their case being so far distinguished from Officers of the otiier lines, 
that the latter are supplyed with cloathing and other necessaries 
from their respective States, and as thay ask for nothing more than 
a part of their pay, which is justly due to them — your Committee 
are of opinion that three months' pay shoiild be immediately ordered 
tham out of t he monio fl brought by Ooli I^uroa g. Therefore beg 
leave to recommend the following resolution: 

Readhed, That the Financier cause to be pud to each of the memo- 
rialists three months' pay out of the monie fl ooninii tt ed t o - bi s- idw ge 
by -t b e FO B olution of the 1" day of this inat a nt^-o * -a ut of i my othoF 
monioa in hi a hands upon their warrants received from the Board 
of War> 

Resolved, That the Bupedntendant of finance enable the 
pajnnaster to diachai^ the warrante drawn on him by virtue 
of the resolution of the 13 day of August last, by advanc- 
ing tlu«e months real pay to each of the officers therein 
mentioned. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER t, 17S1 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. [William] Sfaarpe, was read ; 
Whereupon,' 

Ordered, That the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars 
be advanced to Mr. W[iUiam] Sharpe, del^^te for the 
State of North Carolina, and charged to the said State. 

■ lliiB report, in th« writing of 7ohn M&them, ia in the Paptn of Ac OottHnmiM 
CimgrtM, Xo. 10, IV, folio 465. 

■ Thin letter ia in the Paptn of tht ConMnmbit Congrtu, No. 78, XKl, folio 133. 
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A letter, of 28 September, &Dm the superintendant of 
finance, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
Mr. [Jolm] Hanson. 

A letter, of 23 September, from General Washington; and 

One, of 27 September, from Major General Heath; were 
read.' 

A letter, of 17 September, from R. R. Livingston, was 
read, accepting the office of Secretary for Foreign AfF^rs. 

A letter, of 29 September, from Francisco Rendon; and 

One, of 31 July, from 0. Pollock; were read.' 

The committee of the week was elected : 

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer, Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, Mr. N[obIe] 
W[imberly] Jones. 

The committee to whom was re-committed part of th^ 
report respecting Major Nicholas' memorial; and 

The Committee to whom was referred that part of the report respect- 
ing Major Kioholas's memorial. Report 

That Major Kicholas in KoTem' 1776 entered in to the service of 
these United States in the capacity of a Capt of Marines, in the Fleet 
commanded by Commodore Hopkins and was on board his Ship as the 
oldest Officer of Marines. In June 1776 he was sent by the Com- 
modore with dispatches to Congress when he had a Majority con- 
ferred on him, and directed by the Marine Committee not to return 
to the Fleet, it being necessary for him to remain in Philadelphia to 
discipline the marines then raising for the Frigates on the stocks. In 
December following he was ordered to march with three companies of 
marines to the Jerseys to be under His Excellency the Commander 
in Chief, and continued in the field until the men's time of enlistment 
expired. Since that time Major Nicholas has not had any command 

* lUa letter b in the Pap«n q^ d« CbntmnUoZ a»vnM, No. 137, 1, foUo 173. 

* WadiiDgton'i letter u in the Papen of At Cantxnmbil Cangnu, No. 152, X, foUo 
2G3; Heath's is in No. 157, folio 306. 

* Rendon'i lector ia in the Paptrt of tht Contuuntol Congnm, No. 78, XIX, folio 
891; Follock'B is in No. 50, folio 266. 
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equal to hia ruik, but has ever since as the Berrice required been 
called upon by the Marine Committee and Board of Admiralty whose 
ordeiB as well verbal as written he has constantly executed and 
received pay till the month of July 1780 and not any since. 

From the state of the foregoing facts it ia the opinion of your Com- 
mittee, That the Paymaster to the Navy Board be directed to settle 
Major Nicholas' accoimt to the 25*^ of August last and pay the bal- 
ance that may be due to him.' 

The comimttee to whom were ret&rred the several papers 
conceming retaliation; detivered in their several reptnrts. 

The Committee to whom was rt^erred the several papen concern- 
ing retaliation recommend the following 
Manifesto: 

The United States in Congress assembled taking into their serious 
consideration the various scenes of barbarity by which the present 
war has from its beginning been characterized on the port of the 
British aims, and the perseverance of the British Commanders in 
carrying into execution the sanguinary and vindictive denunciations 
of the CommissionetB of their King in their manifesto of the — day 

of by a redoubled licentiousneas in burning our towns and 

villages, desolating our Country, and sporting with the lives of our 
captive citizens, notwithstanding the multiplied warnings and the 
humane example whi(^ have been placed before them, and judging 
it inconsistent with the dignity of the United States with tiie just 
expectations of the people thereof, and with the respect due to the 
benevolent rules by which civilized nations have tempered the sever- 
ities and evils of war, any longer to suffer these rules to be outrageoiisly 
violated with impunity, have resolved and do hereby order that the 
Commander in Chief, and the Commanding officers of separate Depart- 
ments, cause exemplary retaliation to be executed on the enemy for 
all acts of cruelty committed by them against the citizens and inhab- 
itants of these States And whereas it is essentially and particularly 
necessoiy that the barbarous and savage practice of destroying by 
fire the towns and villagee of these United States, should be restrained 
by means more immediately within our power, than a specific retal- 

' Tliii nport, in Um writing of Dtnlel of St. Humdm TenUar, ia In the Paptn efAi 
Omtinmtal Gmgrm, No. 19, IV, l<>Uo639. 
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iatioQ on the towns and Tillages belonging to the enemy, and it ts 
even more consonant to the spirit of justice and humanity that such 
as have made tbemselTee instruments for these incendiary purposes 
should be the objects of Tengeonce than the remote and imoSending 
inhabitants of such towns and Tillages. Tlie United States in Con- 
gress assembled hsTe further Sesolved, and do hereby declare, that 
British officers now prisoners to the American arms, or which may 
hereafter be made prisoners shall answer with their liTes, for every 
further destroction by fire of any town or Tillage, within any one of 
the U. States which shall be made by the enemy contrary to the laws 
of war obseired among civilized nations, and the Department of 
War is hereby ordered to cause all the officers in the serrice of the 
King of G. B. now in their custody to be duly secured, and on the 
first authentic notice of the burning of any town or village in any 
one of the U. States unauthorized by the laws of war to cause such 
and so many of the said officers as (hey shall judge expedient to be 
put to instant death. 
Done at Philadelphia &c. £c.* 

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, eeconded by [Mr. 
James Mitchell] Vamum, 

Resolved, That if an officer of the army shall be appointed 
secretary at war, he sliall retain his rank in the army, but 
his pay and other emoluments as an officer shall be discon- 
tinued while he acts as secretary at war. 

On motion of tSr. [Rog&r] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[Daniel] Mowry, 

Resolved, Tliat the resolution of the 9th day of February, 
so far as relate to the salaries of a secretary at war and a 
secretary of marine, be, and it is hereby repealed; and that 
the salajy of each of those officers be four thousand dollare 
specie p^ annum. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ This leport, in the wridng of James Hadison, is in the Fapen of lAt Oimtinmtal 
Cbn^KM, No. IS, III, {oUo4Sl. On December 3, 1781, It wMrefemd to the conunittee 
appointeii to conter irith the Commander in Chief, aa the ind<Msement ahowa. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER a, 1781 

A report from the committee of the week was read; 
Whereupon, 

The Committee of ilie week report, 

That the petition of Daniel Hester Jun^ that Loan Office Certifi- 
cates may be granted him for mon^ lent to the United States, with 
the Toudiers accompanying the same be referred to the Comptroler 
of Kmm ee to take order there<HL 

That the application of Joseph Ailen to be emidc^red in the pub- 
lic service be referred to the Board of War. 

That the letter of Oeoi^ Melren A. D. Q. M. General to the 
President of Congress, dated October I^ 1781, with his accounts 
Currant against the United States, and papers enclosed, be referred 
to the Comptroller of ' Kn a n ee for settlement.' 

Ordered, That a petition of Daniel Hester be referred to the 
comptroller to take order; 

That a letter, of 1, from George Melvin, with the accounts 
enclosed, be referred to the comptroller for settlement; and 

That an application of Joseph Allen be referred to the 
Board of War. 

A letter of 1, from the superintendant of finance, was read, 
with sundry papers enclosed, stating his proceedings in the 
execution of iJie secret service committed to him, and inform- 
ing that the vessels in which be had remitted sundry bills 
for account of the Umted States, had been captured by the 
enemy, in consequence of which, fearing the bills might have 
fallen into the enemy's hands, he had written to Mr. Jay, on 
whom the bills were drawn, and desued him to protest them 
in case of their being presented,-^ Whereupon, 

' Tiaa report, in the writing of Jonallmn X3iner, ia in llie Fapen of Oie GmUnmUU 
Congrtti, No. 82, folio SGO. Jooaph Allen's kpfdicatioD, dated September 18, 1781, ia 
in No. 78, I, folio 40B. 

*Ilii< letter ia In the Pap«r(<^tA< Omtmcnlal Oongnu, No.lS7, 1, fcdiolSS. 
8W8»*— TO, 21— 12-~-17 
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Ordered, That the Preadent infona the Buperintendant of 
finance, that Congrees approve Us conduct, and are well 
satisfied with his attenti(m to the public intereet in directing 
the protest of the bills. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be and hereby are author- 
ised to draw a warrant on the paymaster general in favour 
of Captain Archer of Lieut^iant Colonel Lee's I^on, for 
one himdred and fifty dollars specie, equal to three nwnths' 
pay and subeistance, for which sum he is to be accountable. 

Captain Archer is oonumauoned a Coroet in Colonel Lee's L^od, 
but is «ititled to the pay of Captain of lofantty by the resolution of 
the 24* Sepr 1779.* 

The report of the committee to whom were referred the 
ce&aons of lands by the States of Vu^inia, New York and 
Connecticut and the memorial of the Ilionois and Wabash 
Companies, was taken into consideration, and after debate: 

Ordered, That the same, together with the papers formerly 
committed, be referred to a new committee : 

llie membens, Mr. [Ellas] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum^ Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, Bfr. T[homa8] 
Smith, Mr. |Bamuel] Uvermore. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 3, 1781 

A letter, of 29 September, from Major General Heath, waa 
read.' 

A letter, of 16 May; one of 11 July, one of 14 and one of 
15 of the same monUi, and one of 3 of August, from the 
hon^ John Adams; 

'Thiarapcot lain the Popvt</(A« GmtinaiUU Oongnm.No. MS, II, folio 339. 
* TUa lettei is in tha Papen of Ou Continental Ctm^m, No. 16T, ftdio 310. 
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A letter, of 20 May, from the hon** F. Dana; * 

One, of May 4, from J. de Neuville; 

One, of July 4, from Mr. Dumae; and 

One, of 24 September, from the govranor of MassachusettB.' 

A report of the committee of the week was read ; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a letter, of 3, from Nath Mitchell be referred 
to the Board of War; 

That a petition of James Nugent be ref^red to superin- 
tendant of finance to take order.' 

A report from the Board of War r^pecting Colonel Webb, 
wasr^ikd: 

Wab Oinoa OeU^)er 5"? 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board haTe been appUed to by Col. Samuel Webb for a flag 
to proceed 1^ water from Bnmswick in the State of New Jersey to 
Weathersfield in the State of Connecticut for the purpose of removing 
M** Webb, who is in a bad state of health and desirous of a change of 
air, and gentle sailing for her recovery, llie Colonel's Request is sup- 
ported 1^ Jy Jones's Certificate which is enclosed. The Board have 
taken the liberty to state this subject to Congress as they see no 
impropriety in granting the request, should the enemy condescend on 
their part to grant the same, if they do not the whole affair will be 
laid aside. Should Congress agree that a flag be granted, and refer 
this report to the Board of War to take order, they will make out the 
proper passports.* 

Ordered, ThaX it be returned to the Board to take order. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ Aduna'i letter of Ma^ 16 {■ ]Hinted in ths DijAamdk Comtpondma of &i 
Ameriom Rmolutitm (Wharton), IV, 419; that ot July U, on page 560; July 14, on 
page 674; July 15, on page 67S; Angut 8, <» page 619; Dana's letter of Hay 20 is 
on page 424. 

■TheMasdinnttiletteibinthePqMrx/aeaMiMMirial Cbngmt, No. 66, n, 
foUo 147. 

* Thii report. In the writing of Jonathan Klmei, la in the Papert of Oie OonUnaUdt 
Congnti, No. 32, loUo 2«1. Mitchell'a letter is in No. 78, XVI. folio 249. 

'lUaK^ort bin the Papert o/tAf CorUineatal Congrtu, No. 14S, II, folio S4S. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4. 1781 

Mr. Benjamin Hawkins, a del^ate tor the State of North 
Carolina, attended, and produced the credentials of his 
appointment, which were read la the words following, to wit: 

Thb Statb of North Carolina to 'WiUiam Shaipe Samuel Johnaton 
Ephraim Brerard and Benjamin Hawkins flBquires 

Whereas it appears on Record that you the said "William ^arpe, 
Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brerard and Benjamin HawkinB at a 
Session of the Q«ur^ Assembly hsAd at Wake Court House in the 
said State in the Months of June and July in this present Year were 
each of you duly elected Delegates for one Year to represent the svd 
State in the Congress of the United States of America: that is to 
say you the said William Shaipe, Samuel Johnston and Ephraim 
Brerard on the twelfth day of July and ^u the said Benjamin 
Hawkins on the Fourteenth day of the same month. 

Thbsb are therefore to make known, that you the said William 
Sharps, Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brerard and Benjamin Hawkins 
or any two or more of you are fully and duly authorised as Delegates 
to represent the said State for one year from the date of your Election 
when and wheiesoerer the said XJiuted States shall assemble or be 
assembled in Congress, and to advise, confer, debate, resolve tod 
determine for and in behalf of the said State upon all mattov and 
things which shall come before the said United States in Congress 
assembled agreab^ to the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual 
Union made and ratified brtween the said United States and not 
incoQsistttit with the Constitution and Laws of the Said State of 
North Carolina. 

Wmraiss Iliomas Burke esquire, Goremor, Captain General and 
Commander in Chief of the Said State under bis ]^uid and the Great 
Seal of the Said State at Wiiliamsborough in the County of Granville 
the thirteenth day of August Anno Dom 1781, and in the Sixth Year 
of our Ind^tendenoe. 

Tho* Bubkb 

By His EzcellencT's Command 
Jn'. HcsKX, Secretary. 

n^ith tiie Great Seal appendant] * 

* TIm flrigtnal is ia the PajMn 0/ At Qmttiuntal Omgrtm, Noitli CwoUna, CMM' 
tiabt^IMtgiam. 
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A letter, of 7 September [August], from the governor of 
North Carolina, was read, enclosing an act passed by the 
l^^lature of that State, in pursuance of the resolution of 
Congress of 3 February last, empowering Congress to levy 
a duty of five per cent, on fdl imports and prizes.' 
A memorial of Captain J. P. Shott was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of 3, &om Brigadier Irwine was read.' 
The committee of the week made a report; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a letter, of 2, from John Wereat, with his 
accounts agunst the late Marine Committee accompanying 
it, be referred to the Boiud of Woj Superintendant of 
Finance.* 

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of Captain 
Lieutenant A. Hoops, was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boasd of Wab Oot^ter S^ 1781. 

Freeeat M' Peters 

Oeneral Cornell 

The Board have considered the memorial of Captain lieatcouuit 
Adam Hoops and beg leave to state to Congress that this Gentleman's 
requeet for a particular exchange is inadmissible in the opinion of the 
Board. As to hia desire to have a furlough to go to France for the 
improvement of hia mind by the acquisition of military knowledge, 
the Board submit the matter entirely to Congress, with these observa- 
tions, that permission has been gruited to several officers to go 
beyond Sea for the recovery of their health; but to none for their 
education, or the improvement of their fortune. lie danger of 
capture has been an obstacle to the compliance with their request; 
but this is obviated in the cose of Captain Hoops, who is already a 
prisoner, and has permission from the enemy to go to any part of the 
world, not within twelve miles of any British Post. H Congress 

I This letter is in the Paperto/t^ Conimmtdl Congrat, No. 72, folio 123. 

■ Scbott'e memonsl la in the Papen of Ae CmtmaOal Can^rtm, No. 41, IX, foUo 
U6; Irrioe'e letter is in No. n, XIII, folio 277. 

*'Raa nport, in the writing <A JoaUhon Elmer, is in the Paptn of At Qmtinmaal 
Congrm, No. 32, folio 263. 
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shcndd be of opinion that the precedent established by gruiting 
Captun Hoops's request will not open a door for applications from 
officers unemployed to go to sea for mere personal purposes, and give 
rise to complaints, from those who remain in the way of duty, ^ey 
will please to direct. 

Resolved, That Captain Lieutenant Adam Hoops, have 
leave to go to France until exchanged, ge toining hi s rank 
his pay and rations to be suspended during his absence. 

Captfun Lt. Hoops is very low on tba list of prisoners, and it is 
not very probable he will be speedily exchanged.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5. 1781 

A memorial from John Fanning and others, late officers 
on board the TrumbuU frigate, and now prisonera on Long 
Island, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of 
finance. 

A letter, of 5, from T. Barclay, was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a consul be appointed to re«de in France 
in the room of W. Palfrey: 

Congress proceeded to an election; and, the ballots being 
taken, Thomas Barclay was elected, having been previously 
nominated by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery.' 

N. B. In consequence of the above appointment, 
a commission was made out in the form of that to 
W. Palfrey, mutatis nmtandis. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be authorised to draw a 
warrant on the paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant 
Herbert of the sixth Pensylvania r^;iment for thirty-one 

I Tbia TOp«t ifl in the Papen o^ the ContinaUai Congrtti, No. 148, II, folio S47. 
* This electioB wu mlao entered in the maauBcript Secret Jounul, Foreign Afialn. 
The following pai^npli was entered only in the Secret Journal. 
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dollars and two-thirds of a dollar being one month's pay and 
subsistance for which he is to be accountable/ 

A motion was made by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, sec- 
onded by IVfr. [Roger] Sherman, 

That the supreme executive powers of Pensylvania and 
Dela^raie respectively, be desired to discharge all, or as many 
as they may think proper, of thdr militia now in service, 
taking proper and effectual measures that they may be in 
readiness to assemble again without delay if necessary. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamimi, 



[New Hampahire, 






DduflOare, 






Mr. liTermore, 


ay 


• 


Mr. MoKean, 


ay 


• 


Mattaehwieai, 






Uanimi, 






Mr. Lovell, 


ay 




Mr. CarroU, 


ay 




Partridge, 


ay 


ay 


Hanson, 


ay 


ay 


Osgood, 


ay 




Wryiraa, 






Rhode JiUad, 






Mr. Madison, 


ay 




Mr. Mowry, 


ay 


div. 


Bland, 


ay 


ay 


Vamom, 


no 


Randolph, 


no 




amMtkaa, 






North Canlxna, 






Mr. Sherman, 


ay 


• 


Mr. Hawkins, 


no 


• 


Nm York, 












Mr. Duane, 


ay 




Mr. Mathews 


no 




L'Honunedieu, 


ay 


ay 


Bee, 


no 




New Jersey, 






Middleton, 


no 


no 


Mr. Clark, 


no 




Motte, 


no 




Boudinot, 


ay 


ay 


Breleigh, 


ay 




Elmer, 


ay 






















Mr. Montgomery, 


•y 










Atlee, 


ay 










Clymer, 


ay 


ay 








T. Smith, 


no 











So the motion was lost.] ' 

■ TUa report is in the Pa^m of the OonHnrntal ConguM, No. 148, II, to&o SSI. 
* Tbo ftxixm in bncketi vm altered b7 Q«xgB Bcoid. 
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The committee to whom were referred a report of the 
Board of War and the memorials of several officers reapecting 
the depreciation of their pay; and 

The Committee to whom waa rafeired a report of the Board of War, 
and the Memorials of sereral Officers, respeeting the depreciation of 
thMT pay, report the following Beaolutions. 

Whereaa the resolutiona of Congress for Tnaking good the depreda' 
titoi of pay to (^cere and Soldiers in tiie service of the United States, 
extend only to the line and Medical Staff in actual service at the time 
of passing the sud resolutions, and whereas some that had served 
faithfully and were honorably dischai^ed before that time may be 
equitably entitled to some compensation on account of the deprecia- 
tion of their pay, and some others have been a great part of the time 
they were in office, absent from duty and at liberty to attend to their 
own private ^aiis, and have not been greater sufierers by the depre- 
ciation of the currency than their fellow citizens in general, therefore 
that equity may be done to all as for as possible, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several States, to enquire 
into the claims of such of their citizens, as have served the United 
States in the line of the Army, the general hospital, as Physicians or 
Chaplains or in any of the Staff departments on fixed daily or 
monthly pay since the 1^ day of Septr. 1777 until htmorably dis- 
charged, who are not provided for by any taimex resolution; and 
make them such compensation for tiie depreciation of thax pay 
at t ho ogpoBBO of th e sa id S t a te s - FO B poo t iT e ly as on conadderation of 
their services, the times of fixing their pay, and the allowances that 
have been made them, in money, proviaons or clothing, tJiey shall 
seTerally appear to merit and be equitably entitled to, ehoF g ing -fee 
aa m ft- to - th e Unit e d Stat co i' 

The Committee on the Post Office, delivered in th^ 
several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

> lltifl report, in the writing ol Roger Bbarman, is in the Faptn of &e Oontmmial 
Qmgnti, Mo. 27, lolio 146. It is in the list of poctponed repc^te In No. 81, blio 371. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1781 

A letter, of 3, from llajor General Heath; and 

One, of 2, from W. C. Houston; ' and 

One, of from Hr. Dumas, were read. 

On motion of Mr. [John] MathevB, seconded by Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to take 
order respecting the safe keeping of the papers in the several 
offices of the treasury, until the officers elected under the 
new arrangement shall have qualified and entered on the 
duties of th^ office: the members, Mr. [Rt^er] Sherman, 
MJr. ^amuel] Osgood, Blr. [John] Mathews. 

The committee of the week was elected: 

S&. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman. 

Ordered, That the papers relative to the brigantine Nep- 
tune, sud to have been sunk in the harbour of Cfaarleetown 
for the defence thereof, be referred to the superintendant of 
finance. 

A report from the Board of War was read, on fJie memorial 
of Nathaniel Mitchel, late a major in one of the 16 battalions, 
which by the act of 3 October, 1780, were reduced on the 1st 
of January last; and, 

At a Boabd of Was Oct. 6. 1781. 

Present U'Peten 

Qeneral Ccnnell 

The Bourd have oonaidered tlie memorial of Major Mitchell mferred 
to them by Congreos. As his Case ie atFtonded with Bereral singular 
drcumBtanees, they beg leave to state the facte, lest any previous 
stops being taken c^uld establish a precedent contrary to the inten- 
tions of Congress. 

TliiB Gentleman was a Major of one of the 16 battalions commanded 
by CoL Grayson, bi the ^ring, 1 779, Uiis Regiment was consolidated 
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into another of the sixteen commanded by Col. Gist, ^duch still oaor 
tinued an additional Regiment, unconnected with tlie line of any 
particular State The Begimeot was captured at the fall of CShariee- 
town at which time the memorialiat was in Virginia, and some part 
of the time since he has aerred as a Brigade Major and Inspector to 
General Muhienbuif;, and considered himself in service in consequence 
of bis original appointment, until the 10*" day of May 1781 when lie 
was taken prisoner at Richmond and signed his Parole as Major, not- 
withstanding the Resolution of Congress of the 3"* of October 1780. 
to which we beg leave to refer Congress. 

This being the State of facts we do not think ourselves justifiable 
in requesting a warrant in favor of the memorialist, as it appears by 
the before recited resolution that he was out of service on the first 
day of January 1781. Yet as he pleads he was unacquainted with 
the said resolution, and continued in service contrary to his inclina- 
tion it seems hard he should receive no pay for his services. Neither 
in the opinion of the Board will the difficulty end here. They con- 
ceive the enemy will demand his Exchange as a Major in Continental 
Service in consequence of his parole, when it appeais by the afore- 
said resolution that he was a Citizen at the time of his Capture. 

Should Congress be of c^inion from the foregoing state of facts, 
that the memorialist from his particular situation is entitled to pay 
since the 1« day of January 1781, it may be proper to resolve, 

That a warrant issue upon the Paymaster General in favor of 
Nathaniel Mitchell E^sq. for two months' pay and subsistence on 
account of his services vriiile doing the duty of Brigade Major and 
Inspector to General Muhlenberg's Brigade in Vitginia.' 

On the question, that a warrant issue in his favor for two 
months' pay on account of service performed since the 1st 
of January, the votes being taken, it passed in the n^ative. 

A letter, from Robert Stark, detained a prisoner in Qiarlea- 
town, was read; Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. [Nicholas] Evel^h, seconded by l£r. 
[Theodorick] Bland, 

Ordered, That Major General Greene enquire of the Britbh 
commanding officer in South Carolina, the reasons why Mr. 
Robert Stark has been excluded from the benefits of exclumge, 

> This report is in Qte Papas of At Continmtal Congrttt, No. 148, II, folio 353. 
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to which evesy American citizen as well as soldier, (orisoner 
of war in the southern district, was entitled by the general 
cartel agreed on between the two commanders of that dis- 
trict. And if the commanding officer shall not make any 
answer to his requisition within a reasonable time, or shall 
all^^ such reasons as shall appear to be imfounded or unsatis- 
factory, that Major General Greene take the ne( 
measures for retaliation. 

inanedintoly to orf e p a- Bri t i fl h -e ffloo f- to - bohop t in fl triet c 
i ttd - to - be tfnated in oyoFy - fc a poo t'OH- faf ■« eiroimi fl t a noo a - will -a llow 
i n 4 b<» fl Mn o aMnnef in wbi e b Mp. R obert StoFk e hall b at FO ft todi '' 

A report from the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee of the Week Report, 

That the Letter of Col? O'Neill on the subject of his pay and 
depreciation, and the letter of Cap! Jacob Scbreiber requesting his 
arrears of pay, be r^erred to the Board of War: 

That the Memorial of Jooiah Powell reepecting the payment of 
money due on Ix>an Office Certificatea be referred to the Superin- 
tendant of Finance, 

That the Letter of Gtoo: MelTOD, reepecting the settlement of his 
accounts be referred to the Comptroller of Accounts. 

That the L e tto p-s ign e d^J 'B e e b - J e bBB e Pt - Pro fte heFof the Ooop e l at 
Wyomin g " s oIi e i t aDy fl wue - gapport foF - bim B olf -ft nd ftgnily - be - wrf wfed 
to tho Bo a rd of W a ft 

And that the memorial of Jamee Hopkins praying Congress to 
grant him a premium for inventing a machine to cut wire for cotton 
and wool cards with the Certificates enclosed be referred to a special 
Committee.* 

Ordered, That a letter of Mr. O'Noll be refored to the 
Board of War; 

That a memorial of Jooah Powell be referred to the Buper- 
intendant of finance; 

I Thii motion, in the writing of Nicholu Erelei^, ia In the Paptn iff the Contitunial 
OtnvrcH, No. 36, 1, folio 221. 

' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Elnm, is in the Paptn of the Conlinmtal 
Congnti, No. 32, folio 266. 
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That a petition of Jacob Schreiber be leferred to the Board 
of War;* 

That a letter of Geo^ Melven be referred to the oansp- 
tn^ler; and 

That a mfimorial of James Hopkins be rtferred to a eom- 
mittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Geo^e] Clymer, Blr. [Abraham] CSark, 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

Ordered, That two memba« be added to the committee on 
the report of the Board of Treasmy on the memorial of 
Alexander He^y, in the room of Mr. [William] Sharpe and 
Mr. [George] Walton, who are absent: 

The members, Mr. [Edward] Telfair, Mr. [Benjamin] 
Hawkins. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 28 
Sept^nber, from the auperintendant of finance, delivered in 
arepcHiL 

Your Committae to whom was refened the letter of the 28^ of 
September from the Superintendaot of Finance beg leave to sabmit 
the following Beeohitions 

Seaohed, That the Certificates to be given in Conseqaenoe of the 
Beeohition of the third of July last for Bills drawn by Gen* lincohi 
be dated on the first Day of the present Month and bear six per cent 
interest. That the said Bills be considered as due at forty Days from 
the Day of their respective Dates. That Interest be calculated at 
Sxi pOT Cent on the real Value of the said Bills from the Period 
when due as aforesaid untill the said first Day of October. And 
that the same be added to the principal sum due and be together 
included in one Principal Sum in the said Certificatee. 

Resolved, That tile Bill drawn on the third of September last by 
Gen' lincoln in favtff of John Owen be considered as due on the nine- 
teenth Day of April last being forty Days from the Date of the last 
Chaige in the Account of the said John Owen on irtiich the said Bill 
is founded.* 

I O'Naill'B letter Is in the Paptn o/tlit Conttntntai OvrMt, No. 78, XVII, folio 3U; 
SchreibeT'e petition, dited October 4, 1781, ia in No. 42, VII, folio 131. 

* This report, in the writing of GanvKneur Morria, is in the Paptn qfHit CmtineiUai 
Cmgreu, No. 19, IV, ft^ 336. 
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Mr. Jefferson having declined the appointment, a 
motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, se(»)nded by 
[Mr. £dmimd] Randolph, 

That Thursday next be assigned for electing a minister 
plenipotentiary to negotiate &c. in the room of Mr. 
Jefferson, who has declined the appointment, and on the 
question, the yeas and nays bdng required by Mr. [John] 
Mathews,' 



NeiB Hampahire, 






Dehmire, 




Mr. Lirermore, 


no 


• 


Mr. McKoan, 


V 


Hauaehiuiai, 










Mr. Fartridgs, 


«y 


diT. 


Mr. Hanson, 


»y 


Oagood, 


DO 


CarroU, 


ay 


ShodtlOand, 






Vtrgirtia, 




Mr.Mowry, 
Vainiuu, 


no 

DO 


DO 


Mr. Jones, 
Madison, 


ay 

ay 


New Y«rl, 
ib. Duane, 

LHommedieij 


,no 


diy. 


Bland, 
Bandolph, 
SorUt OaroliM, 
Mr. HawUns, 


«y 

•y 

•y 


NtwJme,, 






SmA OmUiia, 




Mr.CI.rk, 


no 




Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


Boudinot 


•y 


DO 


Bee, 


•y 


Ehner, 


no 




Middleton, 


no 








Uotte, 


ay 




•T 




Bvdeii^., 


ay 


AUee, 


»y 




e«,r^, 




Caymer, 


»7 


»y 


Mr. Telfair, 


•y 


T. Smith, 


ay 




N.W.Jonea, 


ay 



So the question was lost. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Wednesday. 

1 Thii motlcnt and tli« vota upon it wara entered oml7 in dw Man 8«ciM 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER lo, 1781 

A letter, of 4, from Major General Heath was read, with 
sundry papers enclosed respecting the reduction of a fort 
belonging to the enemy on Long Island : ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

A letter, of this day, &om G. Walton, was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mx. [James ^tchell] Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mi", [Abraham] Clark. 

The committee of the week made reprat; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a petition of Major Andrew Brown respecting 
his pay be referred to the Board of War; 

lliat a petition of Thomas Wood be referred to the Board 
of War; ' 

That the petition of Donald CampbeU praying for a reconsideration 
of a resolve of Congress of the 20^ of June last respecting his accounts 
be read in Congress/ 

That a petition of Donald Campbell be referred to a com- 
mittee of three:' 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Edmund] 
Randolph, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

The committee appointed to confer with the Commands 
in Chief, the Board of War and the superintendant of finance 
on the numb^ and arrangement of the army fcur the next 
campaign delivered in a report: 

Ordered, That to Morrow be asmgned for the conaderation 
thereof. 

> This lettor is in the Paper* q^ At ContmtKUd Coimret, No. 167, folio 320. 

> This lettOT ia in the Popcrt (/ tA« (?onl(n«n£(iJ Onv^M. Ko. 78, XXIV, lolia 339. 

* Brown's petition, dated October 8, 1781, !■ in the Paperi 0/ At ContinaUal Con- 
grtti. No. 42, I, folio 264; Woodd'suin No. 42, VIII, tolioSSG. 

* Thia lepctft, in the writing of Rogv Shemwn, is in the Papen of tlie Conttnenlal 
Congnt*, No. S2, folio 267. 

* This petition ia* in the Popcno/a< Cotitbttntal Congrtu, No. 41, II, folio 377. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded 
by Mr. [Jamee] Madison, respecting British property found 
on board neulral vessels and destined for any port of the 
United States: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to 
confer with a committee of the Genial Assembly of Pen- 
sylvania. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER ii, 1781 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd op Wab October 1(^ 1781. 
Agreed to Beport to Congress, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
pa3rmaster general in favour of Captun John Doyle of the 
6th Fensylvania raiment for fifty dollars equal to one 
month's pay and subsistance, for which sum he is to be 
accountable. 

Captain Doyle was dangeroualy wounded in the late engagement 
under Genial Wayne and is deprired of the benefits of the act of 
tiie 2^ August last, by his having received three months nominal pay 
at the time he marched to 'Virginia. He is not yet recovered of hb 
wounds, and his particular situation calls for the assistance of the 
public.' 

Mr. [Thomas] Bee Uud before Congress a letter, of 17 Sep- 
tember, from J. Seagrove, which being read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, 
ISi. [John] Mathews. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee further report, 

' This rapOTt u in die Papen of the CoTttinental Congrtu, No. MS, II, folio 365. 

■ lUi letter ia in the Paptn of lit Contmmtat Congnu, No. GO, folio 176. 
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That Colonel Humpton's letter with a letter eodowd from sereral 
officers of the Pennsylvaiua line req>ectiiig thor pay be referred to 
the Board of War. 

That Captain George MelTin'e letter respecting pay for certun 
horses lost in public service be referred to the Board of War.' 

Ordered, "niat a letter, of 10, from Colonel R. Humptoa; 
and 

One, of 10th, from G. Melren, be referred to the Board 
of War, 

The committee on the motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, 
of 27th August; 

The committee on the letter, of 26 August, from the gov- 
«iior of New York; 

llie Committee to whom was referred the letters of Qot. Clinton 
with the papers accompanying the same Report, 

That whereas the inhabitantt of sundry places being dtiaetu of 
these Umted States but within the lines of the enemy, have beoi 
plundered of their property above hi{^ water mark under pretence of 
legal authority or otherwise contrary to the rules of Justice and 
humanity, 

Therefore remlved, that no goods or effecte belonging to the Citi- 
zens of any of these United States within the poaseasions of the enemy, 
which have been or may be taken on land abore high water mark, 
shall be deemed l^al prize in any Court within the United States 
unless the capture thereof shall be made in pursuance of a special 
oommifision and instructionB for that purpose granted by the United 
States in Congress assembled.* 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of D. Clarke; and 

The Commercial committee report on the memorial of Darnel 
Claike, agent for Oliver Pollock of New Orleans the following reso- 
lution: 

■ Thia report, la du writing of Bogir Bbtrnan, is In tlw Papm ofStt CtmUnmlal 
Cofiffrm, No. 38, IcOio 267. Hnmpton'elettM isin ttui^ajMnq^ttt Ormlbwnlal Cbn- 
gr»u. No. 148, II, folio 885, sad the ono faum the offlcsts of the Pomaylvuiia line on 
fotio381; thatofHelveniimNo.78,rVI,161ioS6a. 

*Tb3ajv^art, In tbe vritdng of Bunnel Llvennore, is in the Pap<rto/d< ContumUol 
ConynM, No. 20, 1,folio3S3. It iain thelirtof poetpcmedraportBinNo. 31, folio371. 
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That the Treoaury be directed to pass to the credit of Ohrer Pol- 
lock, Contmeutal Agent at Xew Orleans, in addition to the Credit in 
their books of the sixth of February last, the sum of twenty one 
thousand four hundred and nineteen dollars and seventy eight nine- 
tieths of a doHsr in specie, to bear an interest of six per Cent from the 
sixth of February last, untill paid. 

The Committee are of opinion the acconnte against the State of 
Virginia should be referred to the Delegates of the State.' 

The committee on the warrant drawn on Doct J. Withep- 
spoott returned protested; delivered in their several reports. 

The report of the committee {^pointed to confer with the 
Commander in Chief, the Board of War and superinteodant 
of finance on the number and arrangement of the army for 
the next campaign was taken into consideration, and some 
time being spent thereon: 

Adjoiumed to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



FRIDAY, OCTOBER la, 1781 

A letter, of 1, from General Washington, was read.' 
Information being given by the President: 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Geoige] Clymer, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 
Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Captain Svran of the third 
raiment of light dragoons for one hundred and twenty dol- 
lars equal to two months' pay and subostance for which 
sum he is to be accoimtable.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

I lliis raport is b die Pap** (i^ Ik OmlMmtal Onvraw, No. so, folio S21. 
■ThialettniBinth«Pa7«n4^(ftiCbniHMn«i/Cbngnw,No. lS2,X,fo^ Itii 

jvinted in Tft* Wn&ngt of WaMngUm (Ford), IX, 372. 
■lUinipaniainthei'apenei/'tAf C^nUnwrUalCoivrMi, No. 14S, II, folio 801. 
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At a Boabd of Wab Oetoher It^ 1781. 
Frosent, M^ Peters 

Qeneral Cornell 
The Board have connidered the Memorial of Andrew Brovn late 
Deputy Muster Master ia the Eastern Department, and beg leare to 
observe that they consider his case to be similar to those officers of 
the army who retired under the resolution of the 24 day of November 
1778 with one year's advance pay at its then depreciated value, the 
mustering department on the 12*^ day of January 1780. was totally 
discontinued on the same principles. No resolutions of Congress had 
then passed allowing depreciation to any class of men whatsoever; 
therefore at present they have no resolution of Congress undw i^iich 
they can clum depreciation. And should Congress by a resolution 
allow it to the Oentlemen of the mustering department, it ia more 
than probable the retiring officers of the line will expect the same. 
As they remain contented at present, the Board are of opinion that 
pohcy if not justice will support the following resolution : 

Ordered, That it be recommended to the executive of the 
State of Massachusetts, to settle with, and pay the officers of 
the late mustering department within that State that have 
not been settled with, by allowing them what their arrears 
of pay and year's advance was worth in specie, at the time 
they respectively became due, and charge the same to the 
United States.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

War Offigb Oct. 11, 1781. 
Sib, 

The Board have been honored with a reference from Congress 
relative to the Pennsylvania officers who have retiuned from Viiginia, 
and request to be put on a footing with those of that line who have 
received six months' nominal pay. As the Paymaster General has 
State paper sufficient to satisfy theee officers and a few of the old 
soldiers, who have not received discharges, to whom as a reward for 
their continuance in service we are of opinion some pay should be 
given, we conceive titat no inconvenience will arise hx)m complying 
witii the request of the officers especially as it will occasion no new 
draft on the Financier. We ther^ore beg leave to report, 

< IliiB report IB in thef^n q/" Ac Omttmntal Omvtvw, No. 148, n, ioBo 8M). 
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Ordered, That the letter, of the 10, firom Colonel Hichard 
Huznpton reepecting the pay of some of the officers of the 
Pensylvania Une, and the report of the Board of War on the 
subject, be referred to the Board to take order. 

F. S. In the payment of the detachments of the PennsylTania 
line, those of the non-commissioned officers and privates, who con- 
tinued in the line without taking advantage of the disturbances 
created in it last winter have received some pay and therefore we 
conceive it just to put those who are now in the State on a footii^ 
witii the othsTB. Their numbers are very small.' 

Another repeat &om the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Captain Alexander Mitchel, 
commanding officer at Wioming for one hundred dollars 
equal to two months' pay and subustance, for which s\im 
he is to be accountable.' 

A letter &om the Board of War was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The membCTs, Mr. [Junes Mitchell] Vammn, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, Mr. [Thomas] Smith. 

The committee to whom was referred a report of the Board 
of Treasury, of the 27 of November last, respecting the pay- 
ment of interest on loan office certificates, &c.; and anotber, 
of the 20 of August, respecting the continental bills of credit 
renifuning in the loan offices, delivered in a report. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief, 
the Board of War and superintendant of finance on the 
number and arrangement of the army for the next cam* 
piugn, and some time being spent thereon: 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

I Thia nport is in tb« Papa* of (ht Continmtdl Cangrtu, No. 148, II, folio 877. 
* This r^Kut ii in the Pbp« <t/ fJ^ C^imKnmtol CbnpvH, Ho. 148, II, ftdio* S67 ud 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from Captain J. Bany, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, iSi. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph, Mr. [Elias] Bouduiot. 

A letter, of this day, from W. C. Houston, was read, 
declining the (^ce of comptroller;* Wheceupon, 

Gongrees proceeded to the election of a comptrollesr; and, 
the ballots being taken, Jamee Iffilligan was elected, having 
been previously nominated by Mr. [Thomas] McKean. 

The committee of the week made repOTt; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a petition of Bir. O'Neil be referred to the 
Board of War;' 

.That a letter of John Wereat respecting the settlement of 
his accounts be referred to the comptroller.* 

The committee to whom was refared the letter, of 10th 
October, from Mr. Walton delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of the del^ates of the 
State of Georgia the sum of five hundred dollars be advanced 
to the hon^ George Walton, late a del^ate from the 8£^d 
State, to enable him to discharge arrearages of expenditure 
during his delegation and to return home, and for which sum 
the sfud State of Gewgia is to be accountable.* 

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Osgood, 
Mi. Sherman, tSx. Mathews, |] to whom were r^erred the 
papers relative to the order on Dr. J. ^tJierspoon, which has 
been protested, was taken into consideration; and, there- 
upon, 

' Thia letter ia id tbe Papvt <4 Out CVrnJutrntol Cmgnu, No. 78, IV, folio 287. 

> This letter is in the Txptn of At Cbmtmmtol Cangnu, No. 78, XII, folio 167. 

■ This petdtion is in the Pop«r* 0/ Q» Ccmlincniol Cimgnu, No. 42, VI, folio 51. 

* This report, in the writing of Roger Bherm&n, is in the Papen of iht Cbntin«nftil 
Coi^tat, No. 32, folio 209. 

' Hue report, in the writing of Junea llitchell Vkmiua, ia in the Papwi ^ (At 
CtonttnantoZ Cangn—, Ho. 78, XXTV, folio 340, indoTBed on Walton'i Ivtter. 
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R^olved, That the protested order and papcETS be referred 
to the BUperintendant of finance, with whom Dr. \'nther- 
spoon ia to account, for the money due to the TJmted States 
in his hands, wluch he received of priBoners that have been 
exchanged, and pay over the same to the said superintendant, 
1^0 is to take order for the support and education of the 
Indian youtbus at Princeton collie, under the care of Colonel 
Geoi^ Moi^an, out of the said mon^s, or otherwise, as he 
may think expedient. 

That Dr. J. Witherspoon, upon paying over the sud money, 
be indemnified by the United States, from any demand the 
Bud prisoners may have against him on this account, for 
want of original vouchers, until they may be furnished by the 
comptroller of accounts, who is directed to liquidate, as soon 
as may be, the charges against the said exchanged prisoners 
upon principles of equity; and if it shall appear that the 
agent of the said prisoners has paid more than is found to be 
due, the balance shall be immediately refunded to him> 

A letter from the officers of the South Carolina and Qeor^ 
lines was read: 

Ordertd, That it be referred to [a] committee of three: 

The members, Kb-. P^aniel] Cairoll, Mr. J[oBeph] Jones, 
Mr. N[oble] Wjimberly] Jones. 

A letter, of 7th, from Major General Heath, was read:' 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted by express to 
tiie Commander in Chief. 

On motion of Mf. [J a m es I fe t e bell] V a wtum} o e ooBd e 4 
by M>. [ - B eg wJ fl hwrnMir 

O r d en d^ Tha t thoBoofd of Wm ? pgoo e od without 1o b6 e l 
ton e 4 o - town the ootimotoa of oxponditupo s fo g the y c p g 

* Ttii* report, in die mitiiig of Sftmuol Osgood, it in the Paptn qf Ae ConHnmtal 
Oongrm, No. IB, VI, folio S83. 
■ Thia letter Ii in the Paptn t^Om CmOmtnUU Cmgrtu, No. 167, folio 332. 
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17 8 2 i cmd thot nn awny of twonty fi¥ e- thopflond wmh and 
fllci torta. the bnoio of thoir oaloulafekmfl.' 

At a Boasd or Wab October It. 1781. 

Pneent M^ Fetera 

Genl. Cornell 

The Board have considered the letter from Captain George Melvra 
claiming pay for an horse which he clainu as his property, and said 
to be deUvered to Major Finckney to ride on public service, and being 
left by that gentleman near Camden fell into the hands of the British 
and there bang no resolution of Congress prOTiding for compensating 
losses of this nature, we see no means of granting relief to Captain 
Mdvin especially as paying him would establish a precedent which 
would create infinite difficulties. We therefore beg leave to report, 

That Captain Melven be informed that his request contained in his 
letter of the 10 Instant cannot be complied with.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow, [on Monday] 



MONDAY, OCTOBER 15. 1781 

A letter, of 11, from MaJOT General Heath; 

One, of 9th, from the directcn* of the military hospitals; and 

A representation of Alexander McNutt, were read.^ 

The committee of the week was elected : 

Mr. [Isaac] Motte, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mr. [Daniel] 
Mowry. 

The comnuttee, Hconsisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Kandolph, 
Mr. Matthews, Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Sherman, || appointed to 
confOT with the faon. Minister Flenipotentiaiy of France 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

■ According to th« iadmBement » latter at October 10, bgm Alflxmsdn Uutin, 
epwkei ol the Benate of North Cuolina, «u nad. It u tn die Paptn <^ Iht Cbnti- 
nenlal Congrtu, No. 72, folio 127. 

■ Thia report is in the Paper* ofllu QmtiMntal Congrtu, No. 148, II, folio 373. It 
ia indoned as having been read on thia dAf. Tha indonementaftjrafuit&er: "Octobw 
.ISth, motion to refer it to a committee paaaed in the negative." 

■ Heath's letter ie In the Paptn of the Ctmtmtnbd Congrett, No. 167, folio 343; the 
letter of John Cochran, the Director of the Military Hoepitala, ii in No. 78, VI, folio 63; 
McNutt'a repreaentation, dated June 15, 1761, is in No. 43, folio 173, 
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Ordered, That bo much of the report of the hon. J. Laiirens, 
of his miBEaon to the Court of Vereses, of the late conferences 
between the minister of France and a committee of Congress, 
and of the BOTCral letters of the hon. John Jay, and the hon 
John Adams, as relates to the finances of the United States, 
be referred to the sup^intendant thereof, to be transmitted 
to the several states, in such manner as he shall think proper.' 

The report of the committee on the plan of a convention 
respecting the powers of Consuls was taken into consid- 
eration, and after debate: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed and that two members 
be added in the room of Mr. [Oliver] Ellsm)rth and Mr. 
[Nicholas] Van Dyke, who are alraent: 

The members added, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Geoige] 
Clymer. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wak Offiob Oetoitr IS^ 1781. 

lieutenuit Bealieu late of Annand's Legion has received but three 
months' nominal pay since the 4*^ January last, and has applied to 
the Board for a furtlier grant of three months' pay and suhsistence 
to put him on a footing with the officeis who have benefitted by the 
resolutions of the 2°^ and 13*^ August last. This Gentleman was 
dangerously wounded at the stc^ of Savannah, of which he has not 
yet recovered. Should Congress deem it expedient to comply with 
his request, they will be pleased to resolve, 

That the Bouxl of War be authorised and directed to draw a war- 
rant on the Paymaster Gen' in favor of lieutenant Bealieu late of 
Armand's Legion for three months' nominri pay and subsistence on 
accoimt for which sum he is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant Beaulieu, late of 
Colonel Armand's l^on, to put him on a footing with the 

> Thii oniK wu tito entered la the manuBOript Secret lonnul. Foreign AfltliB. 
The leport is in th« Paptn of 0» CmlinfiOal (kmgrtn. No, 25, I, folio 467, in Edmund 
lUndolph's writing. 

■This report lain the i>apm<i^lA(Ci>ntM<nAiIConDnH, Mo. 148, II, lblio393. 
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officers who have benefitted by the reoolutioiiB of the 2d and 
13 August last. 

The report of the Committee on the Post Office, wsa taken 
into cooperation, and on the question, " tiiat from and after 
the let day of December next, all franks be abolished/' 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, 









Maryhnd, 






Mr.LoyeB, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 




Partridge, 


ay 


no 


Hanson, 


no 


*y 


Osgood, 


no 




Carroll, 


•y 




Sludt UtoKd, 






VvgmM, 






Mr.Mowiy, 


no 


diT. 


Mr. }. Jonee, 


no 




Vamum, 


•y 


Madison, 


«y 


ay 








Bandotph, 


•y 




Mr. Shennan, 


V 


« 


aoMCardUna, 






NemJerteii, 






Mr. Mathews, 


no 




Mr. Clark, 


•y 




B«,, 


»y 




Boudinot, 


DO 


no 


Middlston, 


no 


no 


Elmer, 


no 




Motte, 


no 




Pennti/hxmia, 






ETeleigh, 


no 




Mr.Cljmer, 


no 


diT. 


ffsoi^. 






T. Smith, 


•y 


Mr.TeUdr, 


no 


• 


Delamire, 












Mr. McKeaa, 


no 


* 









So it passed in the negative. 

Wae Otficb OefoBer /«• 17S1. 
Snt, 

Col. Chsrlfls Harrison of the ArtUloiy was Mnt by General Omeaxe 
to Vu^iinia, from whence he is come to Fhiladdphia to procure sup- 
plies of militaiy Stores for the Southern Army, and represents hia 
situation for want of money to be extremely distreoaing, insomuch 
that he cannot proceed in the buaineea without an advance of Cash. 
If Congress deem such an advance expedient and practicable, they 
will please to direct. 
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Hut the Board of War draw a warrant on the Paymaster Qeneral 
in faTor of Colonel Charles Harrison of the Artillery for two months' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. OCTOBER z6. 1781 

A letter, of 3 September, from Major General Greene, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be refored to the Board of War to take 
order. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Isaac] 
Motte: 

Ordered, That Thursday next be as^ned for electing a 
deputy purveyor for the military hospital, in the room of 
Doct Brownson, who is elected governor of Geoi^. 

A letter, of 6, from General Washington; 

A letter, of 1 September, from Major General Greene, was 
read, enclosing a copy of a letter to Colonel Campbell and 
Commisaon to sundry persona to negotiate a treaty with the 
Cherokee and Chicasaw Indians: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Hanson, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [George] Clymer. 

One, of 2d September, and one, of 18 same month, from 
General Greene, with sundry papers enclosed relaUve to the 
execution of Colonel Haynes and the conduct of the en^ny 
with regard to piisoners: 

Ordered, That theee be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [ArUjiu*] 
Middleton, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 

■IUb report is in the Papcra(i^A<amlHiAUoiam(rreM, No. 148, 11, folio 396. It 
li indtmed u tuLving been pMaed in the negative October 18th. 

* This letter is in the Paptn <4 Hie CwUmtniai Congnu, Ko. 156, II, folio 302. 

* Wuhington's letter is in the Tttptn of Hit OmUnmtal Congmi, No. 162, X, 
folio 261; Greene's la in No. 166, II, folio 256. 
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A letter of Uie 6th September, from General Greene, with 
a report from Brigadier General Marion, of his successful 
ent^rize against the enemy, and, 

A letter, of the 11th, from the same, giving an account of 
the victory gained over the enemy at the Eutaw Springs, the 
8th of the said month, were read.' 

Ordered, That these be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 



A r^MMTt of tbe committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 
The Comniittee of the Week, 

A Petition of Lieu! Pepin, a CanadiEn, late of Col* Livingston's 
R^, praying a Liquidation and settlement of his acc^ Acs, Recom- 
mend, 

Ordered, That a petition of Lieutenant Pepin, together 
with his accounts, be referred lo the oomptroller for settle- 
ment, in the same manner as ordered for the officers of 
Colonel Hazen's reg^ent. 

That a petition of Captain McConnell be referred to the 
Board of Wax.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Office OOober 15^ 1781. 

The Boatd in their consideration of the letter from Captain George 
Turner late Commissary of Prisoners for the Southern Army omitted 
to take notice of that G«jtleman's representation relatdve to iJie 
injuiy he supposed to be done to his Character as it was presumed 
by the Board that a settlement of his accounts should most properly 
precede any farther measures. But as the situation of the Treasury 
arrangement has been such as to detain Csptun Turner in Fhila- 

' The letter <A September 2d ie in the Papen of (Ac Conttnentol Qmgrat, No. 15G, II, 
folio 267; th«t of September 18th ia on folio S33; tbmt of September Sth is on (olio 30S; 
that dt September 11th U on folio 317. 

' This report, in the writing of Daniel Uowry, is in the Paptn of (Ac Oontmmlol 
Ctmgrm, No. 32, folio 271; McCooneU'e petition is in No. 42, V, folio 209. 
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delphift at a heaTy expenBe and he ia anxious to have an explanatioo 
of the fonner resolve we are induced at his pressing instance to 
Bubmit Uie f oUowing report to the determination of Congress : 

Reaolved, That the reasons inducing Congress to supersede 
by their order of the 5th August, 17S0, Captain George 
Turner from his office of cooimissary of prisoners, did not 
proceed from any mal-practice or dishonorable procedure of 
Captain Turner in his siud office, but from motives not 
affecting his int^rity or capacity.' 

The del^ates of Vu^nia representing to Congress, that 
the committee to whom were re-committed the territorial 
cesmona of Vii^nia, New York and Connecticut, with a 
memorifJ signed J. Wilson, by order of the United Ilionois 
and Wabash companies, and the memorial of William IVent, 
in behalf of himself and other members of the Indiana com- 
pany, had given them notice that they should, on Saturday 
last, confer with the agents of the said companies, on the 
subject of their several memorials; that the said del^ates 
conceiving that no clum ought to be received from the said 
companies adverse to the cessions of Virginia, or any other 
State, because if the lands to which pretenaons niade by 
ihoee companies lie within the limits of such State, by ite 
authority alone can the merits of their claims be enforced, 
because the jurisdiction of Congress in territorial questions, 
bdng confined to an adjustment of the confronting claims of 
different states, if the lands clauned by those companies lie 
without the limits of Virginia, or any of the other states, 
Congress are interdicted by the Confederation from the 
cognizance of such claims, and because it derogates from the 
Bover^gnty of a State to be drawn into contest by an indi- 
vidual, or company of individuals, and therefore that it was 
not the intention of Congress to authorise the committee to 
confer with the said agents in such manner as to receive from 

> This report ia in the Paptn o/ the Conlmtntal Congrtu, Ho. 148, II, folio 397. 
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them cUums advene to the oenions of any of the states 
abovementioned; the stud delegates did request the com- 
mittee to forbear such conference until the sense of Congress 
on the subject should be known, and proposing that the 
question be now taken: 

Whether it was the intention of Congress to authorise the 
committee to receive claims, and hear evidence in behalf of 
the said companies, adverse to the chums or cesnons of 
A^rginia, New York or Connecticut: ' 

The previous question was moved by the State of Rhode 
Island, &c., and seconded by the State of Maiyland; and on 
the question to agree to the previous question, 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph, 



jKuneliudU, 




Uarylmd, 




Mr. LoTeU, 


*^l.v 


Hr. Jmifer, 


•y 


Ongood, 


•yl*^ 


Hanioii, 


•y sy 


Blxd4lJi«id, 




ChidU, 


•y 


Mp. Mowiy, 


•J'l.T 


T«»i~«, 




Vanium, 


•tC^ 


Mr. Jones, 


no] 


Gmneetievi, 




Madison, 


no [no 


Mr. Shemun, 


•y)' 


Budolpli, 


no) 


N«D Jersey, 




JTorA CbfoKm, 




Mr.CUrk, 


•y 


Mr. Hawkins, 


no)* 


Boudinot, 


•y 'y 


Sottfk CbnKm, 




Ehner, 


•y 


Mr. Middleton, 


no 






Motte, 


«y no 


Mr. AUee, 


'yl.v 


Erddgli, 


no 


aymff, 


•yl'^ 


Ssmiia, 




VilaiBaTt, 




Mr. Tsif sir. 


°°ln„ 


Mr.MeEiui, 


•y)' 


N.W.Jones, 


no)"'' 


So the previouB question wt 











Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ HiU motim, In tha wridng of Junes VmSiaaa, ia in the Papen of the GmtataUoI 
OtmgrtM, No. U, I, folio 223. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, X781 

A letter, of 9, from Major General Heath, was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A memorial of John Ross; ' and 
A memorial of William Bingham, were read. 
A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Yamum, 
seconded by Mr. [Thomas] Bee: 

Ee8(^ved, That a gold medal be presented to Major General Greene 
for his conduct in the action of the eighth of September last. 

Reaotved, That the thanks of Congress be given to the officers and 
troops under his command, and that the Brevet of Major be given to 
Cap? Pierce of the Artillery.* 

Ordered, That it he referred to a comnuttee of three: 
The members, Mr. [James MitcheU] Vamum, "Mr. [Arthur] 

Middleton, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 
A letter, of this day, from Captun Pierce, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of 16, from the Board of War, was read ; ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The memlDers, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [Roger] 

Sherman, Mr. [George] Partridge. 
A letter from J. Wereat was read.* 
The committee of the week made report; Wh^nupon, 
Ute Committee of the Week 
Report, 
A memorial from John Clarke, late Aid de Camp to Major Gen) 

Greene and Auditor of Ace? for the Main Am^, praying that proper 

■ Eeatli'i Iflttm ifl in tha Papen of l&< Contintntal Cvngrtu, No. 167, folio 337; 
Roh'b memoriml, dated October IS, 1781, is in Ho. 41, VIII, folio 314. 

* Ttaa motion, in the writing of Junea Blitchell Vamum, is in tlia Paptn of tkt 
Continmlal Congnu, No. 30, 1, folio 227. 

■ K«c«'b lett«r ia in the Papm oftht Com^iMtUal Congrtu, No. 166, folio Ml; that 
of the Boud of War la in No. 148, 1, toUo 42S. 

* This letter, dated October 17, 1781, ia in the Papara of tin ContmnUoJ Congrtu, 
No. 78, XXIV, folio 343. 
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Persons nuy be app<»nted to settle his acc^ and that he be allowed 
the depreciation of his Fay &c* 

Ordered, That a memorial of John Clarke be referred to the 
comptroller.' 

The committee, Hconsistlng of Hr. Vamum, Mr. Randolph, 
Mr. Montgomery, II to whom was referred the memorial of 
Colonel Donald Campbell delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the accounts of Colonel Donald Campbell 
be referred to the comptroller, to be finally settled according 
to justice, equity, and his best discretion, having regard to 
such proof as the nature of the case will admit, and as shall 
appear satisfactory, the resolution of the 21 of June last 
notwithstanding.' 

The mun question moved yestraday by the delegates of 
Virginia, was taken into consideration, and a motion was 
made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by Mr. 
[George] Partridge, to strike out the word " whether," and 
in lieu thereof to insert "Resolved, that," fmd after the 
word " was," to insert " not," so as to read, Resolved, that 
it was not the intention, Ac. and on the question to agree 
to the amendment, 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Edmund] 
Randolph, 



VoMachitau, 




NmJmey, 




Ht. LoTeU, 


«y 


Mr. Boudinot, 


*^l.v 


Partridge, 


ay ay 


' Elmer, 


ayl*'' 


Osgood, 


no 


Pennsylvania, 




Bhoie lOamd, 




Mr. Montgomeiy, 


ll)'^ 


Mr. Howry, 


:;h"- 


Atlee, 


Vamum, 


Delaware, 




Onmee&M, 




Mr. McEean, 


•y)* 


Mr. Sherman, 


.yl« 






> Thjj report, in the wi 


rldng o( Duiiel 


tfowTr, is in the Popcn y 


Ot CmtweTiial 



Congnn, No. 32, tolio 273. 

* Thin report, in tb« writing of Juum MitchaU Vamiim, is in tba Paptn of O14 Con- 
tinentdl Congnu, No. 19, 1, (olio 511. 
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Uari/Umd, 






Mr. Jenifer, ay 


Mr. Bee, 


Z\^^- 


Haiuon, aj ay 


Middleton, 


OarroU, ay 


Georgia, 




Virffinia, 


Mr. Telfair, 


noj 


Mr. Jonee, no 


N. W. Jones. 


no) 


Madison, no no 






Bandolph, no 






So the amendment was lost. 




The committee appointed to confer with the hon*^ the 


Minister Plenipotentiaiy of France delivered in a 


report. 


Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 





THURSDAY, OCTOBER i8, 1781 

A letter, of 15 June, from Jou? WiUiama, was read, with a 
oopy of bis accounts as settled mth ihe bon*^ Doct Franklin 
May 31, 1781. 

A letter, of this day, from James Milligan, was read, 
accepting the office of comptroller. 

A letter, of this day, from John Wereat was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the comptroller. 

A lettOT, of 11, from Lieutenant Colonel Cambray was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of War, on the memorial of Mons. 
O'Neil, late a captain in the army of the United States, was 
read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office Oct. 18. 1781. 

The Board haviog considered the memorial of Mons^ Oneil late a 
Captain in the Army of the United States, and beg leave to report, 

That by a reeoWe of the 21** February last Captain Oneil was con- 
udered as a supernumerary officer and in consequence of an order of 
Congress of the 5*^ March following he recured a year's pay, it there- 
fore appears to the Board proper for Congress to resolve 

I MUligan'a letUr ie In the Paptn o/tiie Omtinental Omgni, No. 78, XVI, folio 267; 
Ckmbn^'i U in No. 78, VI, laOo ST. 
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Resolved, That Mr. CVNeil, late a captfun in Pulaski's 
I^on, be Infonned that the request contuned in his memorial 
of the 13 instant cannot be granted.' 

The report of the comnuttee to whom was refored a 
report of the Board of Treasury, of the 27 Novembo- last 
respecting the payment of interest on loan office certificates 
&c; and another, of the 20 of August last, respectii^ the con- 
tinental bills of credit in the loan offices was taken into con- 
sideration: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of 
finance. 

The committee, Hconasting of Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Sher^ 
man, Mr. Partridge,!] to whom was refeored the letter of the 
16, from the Board of War, on the case of Mr. Dedevans, 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 10th of August, 1776, 
empowering General Schuyler to enquire into the service 
and character of Canadian volunteers, and to grant them 
6H^ rewards and wages ae-A aft -a ppoap fco hovo boon 
moritodt be and hereby is repealed; and that ail persons, 
of what character soever, who now draw pay or rations in 
consequence of the said resolution, be not entitled to draw 
pay or rations after the let day of December next. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dedevans settle with the comptroller 
for money and rations due to him in consequence of the 
resolution aforesaid a nd thot the Bo a gd of War g wrnt hin a-a 
wftmant-oa -t ho Troaourog {<»4h e s mn duo. ' 

On motion of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, seconded by Mr. 
[Isaac] Motte: 

Resolved, That the order of the day for electing a deputy 
purveyor of the military hospital be and hereby is rep^ed. 

I Tliia raport ia in the Papen of At ConHMntat Cmgren, No. 148, II, folio 401. 
' Thu repwt, in the wilting of JoBoph Montp m iery, ii in the Faptn of tlt$ Oimti- 
iMntal Conffrtu, No. U, U, folio 33. 
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Resolved, That Br. Johnson, a hospital physician and 
Burgeon, be, and he is hereby, authorised to do the duty of 
deputy purveyor for the mUitary hospital in the southern 
department, until the farther order of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, one of the committee 
to whom was referred the accounts of Mr. Holker: 

Resolved, That the said committee be dischai^ed and that 
the said accounts be referred to the comptroller for settle- 
ment. 

The committee, ||connstiz^ of Mr. Duane, Mr. Bandolph, 
Mr. Mathews, Mr. Boudinot, &&. Sherman,|| appointed to 
confer with the hon. the Hhfinister Plenipotentiary of France, 
having reported the draught of a letter to his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty; the same was taken into consideration and 
agreed to. 

The committee, appcnnted to confer with the minister of France, 
report the following r«8olotion uid draft: 

Resolved, That a letter be written to his Most Christiozi Majesty 
in the following words: 

The United States in Congress assembled — ^To their 
great, faithful and beloved Friend and Ally, Lewis 
the mxteenth, King of France and Navarre. 

GBEAT, FATTHFTTL AND BELOVED FRIEND AND ALLT, 

We feel an additional obligation to your Majesty for 
your friendly reception of our late envoy) Ifo ? [special 
minister, Lieutenant Colonel] John Laurens. By turn 
we received your tfajesty's letter, boMing dato at Vop 
flai Uot» on ■ tbo-ilfli - doy of Moy in ' tho - yoog of ouj 
lo f d - 17 8 1t and contiuning new assurances of what the 
United States have been long convinced, your Majesty's 
affectionate patronage of American independence aad 
Q i ttftohmont - and gwiititudo to you? Maje s ty having 
boon - fiwn and wawn OTon brfo p o has (umTofe His 

B6S82'— TOI, 21—13 IS 
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report, while it proves that our attachment has not been 
misplaced, will increase the Tigom of our gratitude. 
We flholl oho gge [have charged] our minister plenipo- 
tentiaiy at your court to render to your Majesty [more] 
particular acknowledgments in the nom e- ol ^m tTnitod 
B totoOi fof tho many offorta - aljoody mado by y eqg 
Mt^j«flty - ia tho - tawo s pirit of tbo ftUianoOj for your 
Mojoo t y -B zeal for the re-eBtablishment of peace, upon 
principles coinciding with the liberty and sovereignty 
of tlie United States, and for the important succours 
lately administered to our necesuties. We shall also 
instruct him to inform your Majesty of the arrange- 
ments which shall have taken place for calling forth the 
resources of the United States with decision and effect 
against the common enemy. 

We pray God that he will keep your Abjesty, our 
great, faithful and beloved frigid and ally, io his holy 
protection. 

Done at Philadelphia, the eighteoath day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
dghty-one, and in the sixth year of our independence. 
By ^e United States in Congress assembled. Your 
ftuthful &iends and allies. 

Tecs. McKean, Prendent.^ 

Att€6t 

Ghas. Thoubon, Sec'y. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ Tiaa letter wm entered only in the mftnnscript Secret Jouinal, Foreign AJttin, 
and is Beoet Jonnud, No. 4. A copjr ia in Secret 7ounul, No. 8, Vol. III. ^e 
<Jnft, in the writing ot Edmund Aandolph, except the worda in bncketa, which en 
isThomu UcSeu'i wtidng, li in die Paptn<tftlii CDTOtMntoJ Clmprai, No. 20, 1, 
folio27fi. 
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FRIDAY. OCTOBER ig, 1781 

A letter, of IS, £rom the superintendant of finance was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the conunittee on the letter, 
of 11, from the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wae Otfiok Oct. 19*^ 1781. 

The Board hare considered the letter from Captain Pierce, and 
haTiug conferred with the Superintendent of Finance who concura 
in opinion with us that the peculiarity of Captain Pierce's situation 
makes his case an exception to any general rule ag to paj we heg 
leaTe to report, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general m favour of Captfun William Fierce, lud 
de camp to Major General Greene, for three months' pay and 
also for such simi as the Board shall deem necessary to defray 
his traveling expences.* 

A letter from the Board of War was read, with sundry 
papers enclosed relative to disabled officers of the Connec- 
ticut line: 

Ordered, That the sfune be referred back to the Board of 
War to take such order thereon as they shall judge best. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Conmiittee of Commerce respecting the salary of W. Bing- 
ham, Esq., late political agent, delivered in a report. 

The conmiittee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That an account of Major Geaeral St. Clur be 
referred to the Board of War.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [James Bfitchell] Vamum, seo- 
onded by Mr. [Ellas] Boudinot: 

* lUa report ia in the Paptn oftht Contiiutaol Congrm, No. 148, II, fcdlo 406. 
■ TUB report, in the viiliag of Danid Umny, ia in the Pafen <ifOit ConHatntA Omi> 
gnu, No. 32, folio 276. 
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BeaolTod that in future no Wuraata isaue in favour of Officers in 
actual service for Faj or Subflistenoe, but by the Commander in Chief 
or the Commanding Officer of a sqwrate Department.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The report of the committee on the Post Office was taken 
into conaderation; Whereupon, 

TIm Committee on the Post Office beg leave to report. 

That they have conferred with the Superintendant of finance, and 
Fostmaater General according to the inatructions given to your 
Committee, by the act of Congreas of the 1'! Day of August last, and 
thereupon submit sundry papers herewith delivered and numbered 
1, 2, 3, 4 and 6, by wMc^ it appears that the present expence of the 
Post Office amounts to fourteen thousand, one hundred utd sixty six 
dollars and two thirds. 

That your Committee according to the instTuctions to them afore- 
said g^ven, have attended to the ragulatioQ thereof in future, and 
after a full view and consideration, of all droumstances, it f4>peara 
indispensibly necessaiy, 

l!{ That from and after the first day of December next all franks 
be abolished, But as the military officers of the United States, are not 
at present r^^ularly paid, your Committee conceive, that 
* it will be proper that the Post Masters keep an exact 
account of tlie postage on thdr letters, and that the 
same be returned quartwiy to the Fay Maator General to be deducted 
from the pay of the officers respectively. 

Resolved, That the price to be paid for the poetage of letters 
be reduced to what it was b^weat the commencement of the 
present war: 

YouF Committee ftath ef ewwe iy e i fc wai be- yi ^ye t^ tha t ' th e - Pe rt 
M a o te F b o' diro e tod to o u Be- t he m a il - to ' bo ewwed witfi a ll poMibl e 
Diflp at ^ on ee m w e A^ a nd - ^h at- th e Po at bet we en - B a Hamow a nd Boo 
ton ride twic e o'Week, '<i iid th irt lfai fl' i '^fi Jatioii - b e'e rtended fnither 
Morthw a rd when tb < > p iodue e- of the - Po B t r Offio e- will admiHbe -e i^ e n e e » 

It will a lso be prop e r tha t in a om e e aa c a aa a ddition a l B ty e n d- ev ef 
a nd • bov e the C3oiiani iB iM>t be g iven to the Pwt M e ot e wj wb »-wffl 

1 Tlili motion, In the vrittng of Junei MI^IihII Vunoin, li fai the Papen qf On ConH- 
ntnta Qmipeit, No. 148, II, folio 443. 
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hw a - a dditi w i a l - Pu t yj -B Bd whowill p eee i¥ »- b > i t -rw y ■ M a U -g am B ■ at 
Money foF L e t t owi > nd -B Oie ^i -t h e m - Bon e ■• t a lli • nd tb»fc on - tbo 
et b ef b a nd the Pe a t ' M a flt iM«- G e noi » l bo a llow e d to w g ul ate t h e G e m ' 
miflaiona ftfow fl wd^ fl fr -ae tha t t h e y s h a ll no t' in t h e whol e ew e ed the 
pro a on t B a te of t w enty pef ConU 

YouF Commit t e e w o B emrible - Aat ' fchO ' Eapane e o< the ■ offl ee- wiH - b e 
mueh - inewi ae ed - by th e Me t heda - tboy havo propo a odj but - ^ey" a n) 
e qa a lly ■a en^bl e t - tha t -t he - Borgme - will 4itoo - be - ¥ 17 e qnoid waMy 
in e Fcno e drimd - ^ e y caq i eat th at a fa> m e ro e onmd e i a ble Eip e n eo^yflt 
b fr aiti f oly - out - otf} f e ^whi e b - pwjpo a fr t h e y - farth e ^b ep l w w e ta ' propo a e 

That aa s o o n ' aa the Poato ah a ll htt¥o b e e n e ot a bliab e d on th e n e w 
f4an from and after the first day of December next, all Expreas Ridccs, 
on constant pay, be dismiaaed from the puUio Service. 

That the postmaster general be, and hereby is, authorised 
to allow the r eB p e ofetro several postmasters such commia- 
raon per cent, on the poertio ftooording to thoif troublo and 
Dttontaon as he shall think KMioonoblo and ja et their 
respective services merit, so as that the said commissions 
do not in the whole exceed twenty per cent: 

That he cause the mail to be carried with all despatch once 
a week: 

That from and after the lat day of December next, all 
express riders, on constant pay, be dismissed from the puUio 
service: 

That there be in the department of the Post Office a post- 
master general, tbo Gompfa f ollog, and two SiiFvoyoW) with 
tho fia lttri es- nHd Ailowonee e a t prooont made too a^andan 
assistant or clerk; 

That the salary of the postmaster general be twelve huiH 
dred and fifty dollars per anumn: 

That the salary of the assistant or clerk be eight hundred 
dollars per annum: 

That this establishment of the Post Office take place on 
the Ist day of December next. 
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Ordered, That Monday Tuesday next be assigned for elect- 
ing a postmaater general mid the assistant or clerk.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

MONDAY. OCTOBER ss, 17SX 

Mr. [Richard] Law, a del^ate for Connecticut, attended 
and took his place. 

A letter, of 12, &om General Washington; and 

One, of 20, from Governor Lee of Maryland, enclodng a 
copy of a letter, of 18, from the Count de Giasse; 

One, of 16, from Major General Heath;' 

A letter ^m Colonel J. Laurens, enclosing a letter, of 21 
May, from M. Jackson. 

A letter of 11, from Colonel Pickering, quartermaster 
general, was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That letters to and from the quartermaster 
general be carried free of postage. 

A letter, of this day, from J. MiUigan, comptroller, was 
read;" Whereupon, 

Ordered, That to-morrow be assigned for electing two 
auditors. 

A letter, of 20, from the supmntendant of finance, was 
read, with a copy of a circular letter which he proposes to 
send to the several states:' 

Ordered, That the aaid copy be referred to a committee of 
three, to confer with the superintendfuit, and that he take 
order thereon. 

> lliia fepoit ia in tbo Papen i^At Ooniinmtal ConfrtM, No. tl, folio 491. 

* Hob letter is im th« Papen <^ tU CimtinaUal Omffrm, No. 1S2, X, ftdio aS6; it 
Is printed in Tb WHtingt of IFotUrvftm (Fotd), IX, 360. The Maryland letter ia in 
thAPapmo^Ot OmlnMiilat Oangrm, Ho. 70, folio 4S6; Bntb'a letter Ii ia No. IfiT, 
folio U7. 

* Fickoing'a letter ia in the Faptn qf At ConHmaUal Ctmgnu, No. 192, folio SB; 
llOllgKn'i ia in No. 78, XVI, folio 261. 

*HonriB*a latter to the gOTConon of tLe aevenJ rtMea, dated October 19, 1781, ia 
printed in the Dipkmutie Comtpondmet of lAe Jxteriean BnebOiOK (Wharton), IV, 
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The members, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [R(%er] 
Sherman, Mr. [Arthur] Middleton. 

The committee of the week was elected: 

Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Afr. [Blchard] Law, Sb*. [Geoi^] 
Partridge. 

A memorial of John Vance yraa read, with smidry papen 
enclosed.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Was Omo> October 19. 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board beg leave to enclose a letter horn John Lawrence Esq. 
Judge Advocate on the subject of pay. He came to this city with a 
view to nuse a sum of money to enable him to continue in tiie field; 
but being disappointed, he is left entirely destitute, so that he can 
neither defray his expenses or purchaae necessaries to support ft 
decency of appearance, which an officer of his character should pre- 
serve. If Congress on Consideration of these circtmiBtancee, think it 
in any degree expedient they will please to direct, 

OrtJered, That the Board of War draw a wairant on the 
paymaster general for fom- months' nominal pay in &vour ctf 
John Lawrence, judge advocate.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 33, 1781 

The secretary laid befcure Congress a letter from the Pres- 
ident in the words following: Whereupon, 

Snt: I must beg you to remind Congress, that when they did me 
the honor of electing me President, and before I assumed ^le Chair, 
I informed them, that as Chief Justice of Fensylvania, I should be 
under the necessity of attending the Supreme Court of that State, the 
latter end of September, or at farthest in October. That court will 

I Tlua memorkl, dated October 22, 1781, is in the Papm qflhe OotOinaitai Oongrmit 
Ho. 41, X, folio 331. 

'llui report ia in QMPqMnt/ the CbntmoUoICtHifraH, No. 148, II, folio 407. 
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be held to-day; I must Uierefore request that they will be [deued to 
ttroceed to the choice of another Prendent. 
I am, BIT, iritb much respect, your most obedieot humble Berrant, 

ThOS. BfoEEAH. 

Fhiladelpbia, October 23d, 17S1. 

Charlis Thohson, Esquire, 

8«erelary o^ Om^rofa.* 

Resolved, That the reagnation of Mr. [Tboinas] MoKean is 
accepted. 

Ordered, That the election of a Premdent be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

CoDgreeB proceeded to the election of auditors; and, the 
ballots being taken, Mr. William Govett \raa elected, having 
be«i previously nonunated by liSx. [R(^^] Sherman. 

Ordered, That the election of the other auditor be post- 
poned. 

A repOTt from the Board of War was read, with sundry 
papers enclosed containing an estimate of the monies neces- 
sary for the War Department for the ensuing year: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a comnuttee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [John] 
Hanson, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot. 

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Bandolph, seconded by Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman, 

Resolved, That the superintoidant of finance be, and hereby 
b authorised to correspond with the several for^gn ministers 
of these United Stat^ as often as there shall be occaatm, 
upon subjects relating to his department.' 

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to-morrow.] 

> This leUar is Id the Papers q/'d« OmtNunlot Ccmffrwi, No. 78, XVI, folio 205. 
* 'nds teBolation me also entered is the nuuiiucript Secret JounuJ, Foteign Attain. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 34. 1781 

On motion of Mr. [John] ^^therspoon, eeconded by &fr. 
[Joeeph] Montgomery, 

RexAioed, wuinimimdy, That Mr. [ThomaB] McKean be 
requested to resume the chur, and act as Preeddent till the 
first Monday in November next; the resolution of yesterday 
notwithstanding. 

A letter, of 19, from General Washington, was read, pidng 
ittformatioa of the reduction of the ^tish army under the 
command of the Earl of Comwallis, on the lOth instant with 
a copy of the articles of capitulation; Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Bandolph, seconded by 

Resolved, That Congress will, at two o'clock this day, go 
in procession to the Dutch Lutheran church, and return 
thanks to Almighty God, for crowning the allied arms of the 
United States and France, with success, by the surrender of 
the whole British army tinder the command of the Earl of 
Comwallis. 

Ordered, That the letter, mth the papers enclosed, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Intelligence. 

Resolved, That the letter of General Washington, of the 19, 
enclosing the correspondence between him and the Earl 
ComwaUis, concerning the surrender of the garrisons of York 
and Gloucester, and the articles of capitulation, be referred 
to a committee of four: the members, Mr. [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph, Mr. [Ellas] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

Rie^ved, That it be an instruction to the said comnuttee, 
to report what in theu- opinion, will be the most proper mode 
of communicating the thanks of the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, to General Washington, Count de Kocham- 
beau and Count de Grasse, for their effectual exertions in 
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accon^lifihing this illustrious wwk; and of pajring respect to 
t^e merit of Lieut^iant Golond Hlghman, aid-de-camp of 
General Washington, and the bearer of his despatches an- 
nouncing this happy event: 

Ordered, That the secretary of foreign sSaira communicate 
tins intelligence to the hon. the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
France.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 35. 1781 

A lett^, of 16, from General Washington, mth sundry 
papers enclosed, was read: ' 

Ordered, That the same be refored to the comnuttee on 
the lett^ of 19; and that they, together with the general's 
letters, of 1 and 12th, be aieo referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

A report from the comnuttee of the week was read; 
Whereupon, 

The Committee of the week report, 

That a letter of Robt Johnson Deputy Purrcyor of the Southern 
Department requesting relief for the Gentlemen of bis Department; 
the Petition of Capt Joseph T^versier praying for the pay and sub- 
Eostance due to him; the letter of R. Q. IdTingston praying for so 
much pay as will enable him to join his Regt; the Petition of Thomas 
Bond and others officers of the medical Department; the Petition of 
John Dealy praying for a discharge from the army; the Letter from 
Doctor Halliiig requesting the pay due to him, and to know whether 
he is considered as retiring from the service; be referred to the Board 
of War. 

* Ilii« pwagiapti ma «Iw anlend in tlw nutnoscript Secret lonnuJ, Foreign AfEdts. 
Wuhingtoa'a letter ii in the PajMn (/(Ac Coatmenbil Confnu, No. 162, X, folio 288. 
It is printed in The Writingi t^ WaAington (PmyI), IX, 386. 

1 This letter is in the Popov ij^ Ae Cantintntat Congntt, No. 1B2, X, CdHo 889. It b 
printed in 3^ Writingt <4 WaMMfion (Ford), IX, 382. 



dbyGoot^le 



October, 1781 1073 

That the Petition <A Jn" Clark be referred to a special Conun**.* 

Ordered, That a letter, of 19, from Solomon Hailing; 

One, of 20, from Robert Johnston; 

One, of 25, [23] from Robert J. Livingston; 

One, of 20th, from Thomas Bond; and 

The petitions of Joseph Traversier and John Dealy; be 
referred to the Board of War; 

That a petition of John Clarke be referred to a committee 
of three: 

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, tSi. [AhrahBm] 
Clark, Mr. [Edward] Telfair. 

A letter, of 24, from William Govett was read, signifying 
his acceptance of the office of an Auditor. 

A letter, of 22, from Major Genertd Heath, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the superintendant of 
finance to take order. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, seconded 
by Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 

That General Washington be directed to detain Earl Com- 
wallis, and the officers captured in the ganiaons of York and 
Gloucester, till the further order of Congress. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, 

Conneelieut, 



Mr. LoTeU, 

Partridge, 

Oflgood, 
Rhode Idand, 
Mr. Mowry, no } 



Mi. Sherman, 
Law, 

New Jersey, 
Mr. WitiieTBpoon, 
Clark, 
Bcudinot, 



' lliia raport, in tbe writiiig of George Futridge, u in the Paptn oft^ OontintnUiI 
OmgrtM, No. 32, folio 277. Idbxtston'B letter is in No. 78, XIII, folio 2S1; TnTenier'a 
petition, dftted October 21, 1781, ie in No. 42, VII, folio 426; LiTiii«Bton's letter ia in 
No. 78, XIV, folio 4M; Bond's petition ia in No. 78, IT, folio 265; Dealy'a, dated 
October 18, 1781, ia in No. 42, II, folio 299; H&lling'a letter, of October 19, ia in No. 
78, ZII, folio 160; Cluk'a peliliao, dated October 22, 1781, ia in No. 42, II, folio 146. 
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NcrA Canilmi, 




Mi. MontgomeiT, 


no 


Mr. Hawkins, 


no 


Atiee, 


no no 


Smlk OaroUwi, 




Smith, 


no 


Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


Marylmd, 




IBddleton, 


ay 


Mt. Hanson, 


■"l-n 


Motto, 


ay 


CSROU, 


no)"" 


Eveleigh, 


ay 


ywyinio, 




Oeoiyw, 




Mr. Jon«, 


no 


Mr. Telf at, 


no 


Madison, 


no no 


N. W. Jones, 


«y 


Randolph, 


no 






So it passed in the negative 






Adjourned to 10 


o'aock to Morrow. 





FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26. 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the Week, Report, 

That the memorial of Coif Hay prmying for allowance for Depre* 
elation &"■ be referred to the Board of War, and that the Letter from 
Resolve Smith with the Copy of the oath therein referred to upon 
the vindication of his character, be read in Congress.' 

Ordered, That a memorial of Colonel Hay be referred to the 
Board of War. 

A letter, of 24, fatnu Rfisolve Smith, was read. 

The committee, Hconaisting of Mr. Witherspoon, iSr. Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Vamum, Mr. Sherman, || appointed to prepare 
a recommendation for setting apart a day of public thanks- 
giving and prayer, reported the draught of a proclamation, 
which was agreed to as follows: 

PBOCLA.HAT10N 

Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God, the a ap tv aa ^ Diqp eew e f 
a ll" E T e n te ) father of mercies, remarkably to assist and support the 
United States of America in their important strugf^ for hbertf , 

1 This report, in the writing of OoOtge PHlridga, ia in the Papv* <^tlu Cbntmntal 
Conurtf, No. 32, folio 279 ; Hiy'a memorial, dated October 2G, 1781, !• in No. 78, XII, 
foUo 193; Smith's letter is in No. 76, XXI, folio 1S7. 
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against the long continued efforts of a powerful nation: it is the 
duty of all ranka to observe and thankfully acknowledge the inter* 
positions of his Providence in their behalf. Through tibe whole of 
the contest, from its first rise to this time, the influence of divine 
Providence may be clearly perceived in many signal instances, of 
which we mention but a few. 

In rerealing the councils of our enemies, when the discoveries were 
sessonaJsle and important, and the means seemingly inadequate or 
fortuitous; in preserving and even improving tiie union of the several 
states, on the breach of which our enemies placed their greatest 
dependence; in increasing the number, and adding to the zeal and 
attachment of the friends of liberty ; in granting renivkable deliver 
ances, and blessing us with the most signal success, when affairs 
seemed to have the most discouraging appearance; in raising up 
for us % powerful and generous ally, in one of the first of the European 
pownv; in confounding the councils of our enemies, and suffering 
them to pursue such measures aa have most directly contributed to 
frustrate their own desires and expectations; above all, in TnAfcing 
tiieir extreme cruelty of ■ ^Mfffi eew (md a oldi e w to the inhabitants 
of these states, when in their power, and their savage devastation of 
properly, the Teiy means of cementing our union, and adding vigor 
to every effort in opposition to them. 

And as we cannot help leadii^ the good people of these states to 
a retrospect on the events which have taken place since the beginning 
of the war, so we ^beg reoonmiend in a particular manner that- they 
m a y ob s ofv e- and a tfaiowl e dg e to their observation, the goodness of 
God in the year now drawing to a conclusion : in which 

A mutiny iii ' tho AmeHC o n - A»my w sa not - only hnppily -a pp esa ed 
I -ft ple as ing a nd ondoniabl e proof of the unsJ - 
nftn n hm rn t n f t hr p rn p ln i n | ;rnn ra l t n t hr rn i inii n f lihnTtj 
aine a - p wifc a ad ro a l ' gi iew wie cB ^inly m a d e - tfi e n^ t M s oltaously -ce eh 
rodwoo whil e tbey -ft bbow^ t h e tiwo^ te of g oing ov e p to tii e enemyy 
in which the Confederation of the United States has been completed 
by tho aeec e aion of ft ll wiUiont oxecp t ion in which there have been so 
many instances of prowess and success in our armies; particularly in 
the southern states, where, notwithstanding the difficulties with 
which they had to struggle, they have recovered the whole country 
which the enemy had ovenua, leaving them only a post or two fipmi 
on or near the sea: in which we have been so powerfully and effec- 
tooUy assisted by our allies, while in all the conjunct operations the 
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moat perfect union m d haimony has subsisted in the allied army: 
in which there has been so plentiful a harrest, and so great abun- 
dance of the fruits of the earth of every kind, as not only enables 
us easily to supply the wants of the umy, but girea comfort and 
happuiess to the whole people: and in «4uch, after the success of our 
allies by sea, a Qeneral of the first Rank, with his whole army, has been 
captured by the allied forcea under the direction of our illa et ri e u B 
Commander in Chief. 

It is therefore recommended to the several states to set apart the 
13th day of December next, to be religiously observed as a Bay of 
TliankBgiving and Prayer; that all the people may assemble on that 
day, with grateful hearts, to celebrate the praises of our gracious 
Bcoiefactor ; to confess our manifold sins ; to offer up our moat fervent 
supplications to the Qod of all grace, that it may please Him to 
pardon our offences, and incline our hearts for the future to keep 
all his laws; to comfort and relieve all our brethren who are in dis- ' 
tress or captivity; to prosper our husbandmen, and give success to 
all engaged in lawful commerce; to impart wisdom and int^rity to 
our counsellors, judgment and fortitude to our officers and soldiers; 
to protect and prosper our illustrious ally, and favor our united 
exertions for the speedy establishment of a safe, honorable and 
lasting peace; to bless all seminaries of learning; and cause the 
knowledge of God to cover the earth, as the waters cover the seas.* 
A motion was made by the del^atee of Yiiginia: 
Hiat inasmuch aa it appears upon a fOTiow of tbopo et 
pgoe e odin ga- of "GonggoaB) oaid pQartaouhtfly- ef &om the 
journal of the 27 of November, 1775; the 28 of July, the 12th 
of August, the 12 of September, the 10th and 20th of October, 
and the 2 November, 1778; the 22 and 26 January, the 16 
and 23 February, the 1st of March, the 15 of Apnl, the 11 and 
28 of May, the 1st of June, the 5 and 28 of July, the 27 of 
S^t^nber, the 20 and 22 December, 1779; that after orders 
for r^erring papers to a committee, or for the re-commitment 
of a report, it was expressly provided in some of the pre- 
ceding instances, that the committee should be instructed, 
in others that they should be directed, and in others that 

■ Iliu report, in the writing of John WiOLenpooD, ii im the Pap«« <i^ At OfMUmmloI 
Cmgrm, No. 24, folio <63. 
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they should be authorised to hear evidence, and reduce to 
writing such parts thereof as they should think proper, to 
confer with persons not members of Congress, or to send for 
persons or papers: and as it appears to be the usage of 
Congress, in cases of momrait or difficulty, or in which it may 
be their pleasure that committees should have recourse to 
documents, proofs or evidence, other than those which are 
to be found among the records, or on the files of Congress, 
to instruct them specially for this purpose; and as the 
del^ates of Vir^nia, having received notice from the com- 
mittee to whom was re-committed the report on the cessions 
of Connecticut, New York, and Virginia, and on the memorials 
of the Vandalia, lUionois, Ouabache, and Indiana companies, 
that they should confer with the agents thereof, on a day 
now past, did, for the reasons assigned in their motion of 
the 16th, request the said committee to postpone such con- 
ference tmtil the sense of Congress should be taken, how far 
they were warranted by the terms of their appointment to 
entOT thereon: 

It be declared, that the re-commitment of the said report, 
does not authorise the said committee to admit counsel, or 
to hoTO fooouJBO to hear documents, proofs, or evidence, not 
anutng the records, nor on the files of Congress, which have 
iM)t been specially referred to them.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays l)eing 
required by the del^ates of A^i^inia, 

New Jersey, 
iSt. WitherspooQ, 
Clark, 
Boudinot, 



Mueat^iuaettB, 
Mr. Partridge, 
Osgood, 
Rhode hland, 
Mr. Mowry, 
Ootmeetieut, 
Mr. Shetman, 
Lav, 



no}* 



Elmer, 
Pavneylvania, 
Mr. Bfontgomery, 
Clymer, 



1 TUa moticn, in the writing of Bdmtuid Baodolph, !■ Id die Paper* <{^(A« CimttfMnloI 
OoHgrm, No. se, I, loiio 229. 
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Uixryhni, 






Sixiik CarMm, 






Mr. HaoaoQ, 


no 




Mr. Middleton, 


ay 




CaiToU, 


no 


no 


Uotta, 


ay 


ay 


Virgma, 






Erddgh, 


ay 




Mr. Madison, 


•y 




Omrgia, 






Bandolph, 


.7 1 


»y 


Mr. Telf «ir, 


ayl 




Norik GoTolina, 






N. W. Jon», 


ayl 


ay 


Mr. Hswkma, 


ay 


• 









So it passed in the negatiTe. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 19th, 
from General Washington, delivered in a report. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY. OCTOBER 99, [1781] 

A letter, of 24, from Major General Heath, was read.' 

Th» committee of the week was elected : 

Mr. IBamuel] Osgood, Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, Mr. [James] 
Madison. 

The report of the Committee of Commerce on the memorial 
of D. Clarke in behalf of 0. Pollock was taken into oonsidera- 
tion, and aft^ debate: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on tlie 
letter, of 17th September, from J. Seagrove. 

On motion of Mr. [George] Clymer, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood : 

Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce deliver the 
books and papers of their department to the comptroller of 
accounts; and that thereupon, they be discharged. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a letter, of 24, from G. Melven, with the 
accounts enclosed, be referred to the comptroller of accounts; 

That a letter, of 24, &om Jacob Schreiber, captain en^neer, 
be referred to the Board of War; 

■TbialMtariiiiitlw Aipmt/dfOnilMMnlal OmfrMt, No. U7, folio SH. 
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That so much of a memorial of James '^^ng as relates to 
the settlement of his accomits be referred to the comptroller, 
and so much as relates to a military commission be referred 
to the Board of War.' 

A report of the Board of War on the petition of Joseph 
Traveraie was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab OOober n, 1781. 

Present M' Peters 

Qener&l Cornell 

The Board od the reference of the letter from Joseph Travetsier 
atiling himself Captain in tA« service of the Uniied States on the Cana- 
dian establishment beg leaTe report, 

That thej are unacquainted wltii any Buch efltablishment as that 
recited in the petition of M' Travetsier whose claims to rank were 
formerly examined into and on the report of the Board on the 23f 
Not. 17S0 CongresB were pleased to reeolve, 

"That it was inexpedient to give him any military rank in the 
army of the United States." 

M' Travetsier is a Canadian Refugee and has the same merit with 
others of hie Coimtrymen who have abandoned their possessions, 
superadded to which he has been employed on secret service and so 
far as we have heard has conducted himself with fidelity. He has 
drawn ratioos on this account by orders from Qenl. Qates as we 
believe. 

We presume however that it was the intention of Congress to com- 
prehend the cases of all the Canadians in their resolve of the 18^ 
instant wherefore we take the liberty to propose, that W Traveisier 
be informed that bis request for pay cannot be complied with, and 
that all the emoluments he derives from the United States are to 
cease after the first day of December next.* 

Resolved, That Congresa agree to the sfud report, and that 
the Board of War take order thereon. 

The committee, Ijconsisting of I^. Randolph, Mr. Bou- 
dinot, Mr. Vamum, Mr. Carroll,l| to whom were referred the 

' Thifl report, in the writiiig ol Sunuel OepMid, la in the Paptn t^ Qi» CbnluunJal 
CongntM, No. S2, folio 281. Bchreiber'i letter ia in No. 78, XXI, folio 141; WiUii^'i 
memarikl ia in No. 42, VIII, tolio 237. 

* lUi i«port ia in the Paptn (/ A« CbntMwntoI CbfvroM, No. 148, II, lolio 418. 

86882* —VOL 21—12 20 
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letters of 16 and 19, from General Washington, delivered in 
a report, which was taken into consideration; and Thereupon, 

Beaohed, "Hiat the thanks of the United States in Congrees as- 
sembled, be presented to Qeneral Washington, for th e egp e ditioni 
eminent serriceB which he has wifch - whieh - h i > l e d - th» al lied - faw ee ^>f 
Am &ii m mad - ft aaee a g a ins t rii e- Brifcish Amij ' IuiJ u f 
fe» «Hnm > Bd e f t h e E a pl of Oeipw a llini t ar-i a a iw wmgo - 
• | p n m n n ai a W nn t inn ) a nd m fl it ia Tj ahil i ti j i n t i h n n m i TT i n nf 
If and for the prudence and wisdom of the capitulation. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, be presented to his excellency General 
Washington, for the eminent services which he has rendered 
to the United States, and particularly for the well concerted 
plan agaibst the British garrisons in York and Gloucester; 
for the vigor, attention and military skill with which that 
plan was executed; and for the wisdom and prudence mani- 
fested in the capitulation: 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, 
be presented to his excellency the Count de Rochambeau, for 
the cordiality, zeal, judgment and fortitude, with which he 
seconded and advanced the progress of the allied army 
agunst the British garrison in York: 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled 
be presented to his excellency Count de Grasse, for his display 
of skill and bravery in attacking and defeating the British 
fleet off the Bay of Chesapeake, and for his zeal and alacrity 
in rendering, with the fleet under his command, the most 
eCFectual and distinguished aid and support to the operations 
of the allied army i n t h e g e daotion of tboBritiflh Aj gy 
undor tho oommnnd ' of - feo Earl of CoFnwallia in Vi^;inia: 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be presented to the commanding and other officers of 
the corps of artillery and engine^v of the allied army, who 
sustained extraordinary fatigue and danger in their animated 
and gallant approaches to the lines of the enemy. 
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That General Washington be directed to communicate to 
the other officers and the soldiers under his command, the 
thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, for their 
conduct and valor on this occasion: ' 

Rewlved, That the United States in Congress assembled, 
will cause to be erected at York, in Virginia, a marble column, 
adorned with emblems of the alliance between the United 
States and his Most Christian Majesty; and inscribed with a 
succinct narrative of the surrender of Earl Comwallifl to tbe 
nUiod army undo? tho oomm i md of gon ef ftl Waobingfcon 
and Count do Roohombofttt T- in e e njune fe ion with tho floo t 
undop t bo eommand of tho Count do - Gra as o. [his excel- 
lency General Washington, Commander in Chief of the com- 
bined forces of America and France; to his excellency the 
Count de Rochambeau, commanding the auxiliary troops of 
his Most Christian Majesty in America, and his excellency the 
Count de Graase, commanding in chief the naval umy of 
France in the Chesapeake 

Resolved, That two stands of colours taken from the 
British army under the capitulation of York, be presented 
to his excellfflicy General Washington, in the name of the 
United States in Congress assembled.] ' 

Resolved, That two pieces of the field ordnance, taken 
&om the British army under the capitulation of York, be 
presented by the Commander in Chief of the American army 
to Count de Rochambeau; and that tha*e be engraved 
thereon a short memorandum, that Congress were induced 
to present them from considerations of the illustrious part 
which he bore in effectuating the surrender. 

> 'nie folloving pangntph follown this in the rou^ dnift: 

" fi w h i rf) Th i* I h g Umi> e d Stat C i i n Con pMi iwe mblod -w it wte iB a propw ■e na e 
of M io w a diao M Md ll oation oihibitod 1 > y LiwHoamt - CotoB e l " 
Vi t cotta t do WoriHw in fnfwi i ng imA iwMiBg tho tcmiB al w p iteto tf oD. " 

* Th« draft proBonted this paragraph as an altsnative propoaition. 
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Resolved, That the aecretary of foreign affairs be directed 
to request the Minister Flenipotentiaiy of his Most Christian 
Majesty, to infonn his Majesty, that it is the wish of Con* 
gresB, that Count de Graase may be permitted to accept a 
testimony of th^ approbation, similar to that to be pre- 
sented to Count de Rochambeau.* 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to present to 
to Lieutenant Colonel lllghman, in the name of ttie United 
States in Congress assembled, a horse properly caparisoned, 
and an elegant sword, in testimiony of tb^ high opinion of his 
merit and ability.' 

'"nie nbBtancfl of the raolntioiia of thuib to Widungton, RochimbeMi and 
d« Gnne wera alio entered in the mumacript Secret Jounud, Foreign ASain. 

* This raport, in the writing of Edmund lUndolidi, except the portion in bncket* 
which ia in Chvlee niomaon 'a band, IB in the Pap<n o/tA« Onitrnmloi Oimjrivw, No. 19, 
VI, folio 369b and 361-'. The rou^ draft, alw in Budolph'a hand, is on folio SGta. 

Tim conunittoe also made the following report. It is on folio 363 and is in Ban- 
dolph'a writing: 

The Conunittae to whom the letter ot Gai^ Wadungton of the 19<* instant va^ 
among other papen, referred, report the aabstance of a oonference between them amd 
Coif Til^unan: 

Coif Tilghman having left the American Gamp on the day aocceeding the comfdetioii 
of the capitulation, Gonld not imider a pncise anaw«r to the several qneatioDS addnaMd 
to him. The information which he did give, was in gwuni tcnns, and the Committee 
therefore nport, that, as a more particular account may be soon expected nothing ct 
the present communication should be noticed in the journal of Congress, or pubUsbed. 

Your Committee have learnt bom that gentleman, irtio jvincqiaUy relies Upon 
information received from otheos. 

That ajtho' Count de Bochambeau ia a party to the civitulation, be voted in the 
character (rf a general offlcM only: but that according to military rule. Count de Qi a— 
had the ri^t of subscription. 

Article 1. That the number of seamen waa not sacertained at the time of his depai^ 
ture, but is probably small— that the veMels amount to about 100 Bail, fifty of wfaidi 
may be called transports: that among the dupping, aie the OvadaUmpe, a frigate ot 
28 guna, and the BemMa Sloop of War, with two m three other armed veaaela: that 
moat of them are mink, but can eaaily be raised: that the [ffisoners taken on the I4*t 
instant are considered as is the disposal of the United States 

Article 2. That the quantity of Artillery waa not known, but ia probably small; dw 
heavy crdnance being only one 24 pounder, and ei^teen 16 pounden, which mn 
taken from the Charon: that it ia not known whether there are any spare arms: that 
there is no reason to believe that there is any military cheat: that he was infccmed hy 
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The committee, ||conBisting of Mr.Vanium, Mr. Middleton, 
Mr. AtleeJI to whom were referred the letters from Major. 
General Greene, delivered in a report, which was taken into 
consideration; and Thereupon, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Congress 
assembled, be presented to Major General Greene, for his 

Col: BUne, Out h« liad iiiTsntoried fifty bnahels oi nit, 600 bamla of beef uid poA, 
600 baaelf (A bnad, 400 burob of flour wd 1300 galloiiB of nun. 

Article 3. That the d«etinMioD of tbe jmonon wu not ucertamed, but will prob- 
titily be »t WncheBtn in Viiginu, and Frederick-Town in Hwyland— that the Cxnirf 
unonnt to about 280 including the offlcen' bonea; that tiieir accoutrements are 
OTdinaiy: tfaattheenemykilledabout lOOOhOTsea upon the appearance of inveatment; 
and 22 Standa of Colon have been received from them under the capitulation. 

Article 4. That thia article waa Intended to include slavea iHincipallf, it being 
stq^Moed, that the lenn plunder would be oeoeted, or had [wobabl; been sent off; 
that 2000 negroea had pcridted in the pniaon, and the numbv surviving was not 
great 

Article 6. l%at the ptovisiona to be fumiahad to the British prisonera, are to be 
accounted fiv by the eoaaj, upon a genend settlement, altho' no q)ecia] stipalaticai 
is made to that effect. 

Article 6. That the intelligence of Digby's expedition leached the Count de Qraaae 
on the 16^ instant: upon iriiich be wrote to tbe Oeneial that ha was obliged to take 
his Tnarinan amoonting to TOO, and the Harquia St Simon's cocpe amounting to 3000 
rank and file: that the loss ol these men would have too much weakened the allied 
anny, and the removal of the fleet diipirited tbem— that the balance of captive 4^cen 
was conrideiably againat tbe United States before the capitulation— that a cartel and 
tariff have been already adjusted between Gei^ Wathington and Sir H. Clinton, and 
that it mi^t be injurious to tbe Amencan cause to scatter tbe ftitish offlooa tbion^ 
out the conntTy. 

Article 7. That this article is agreeable to militaiy custom. 

Articles. Tbataltbo'desertentvtnitoramjghtbecovwedundwtfaegarb ofsoldio^ 
the oppcxtunity would have been as great upon sailors cmly being suffered to go in die 
BtmtOa 

Article 0. Hut by baden are meant the mereantile foDowtta lA the army, idu> an 
not citiaeiis of the United States. 

Article 10. That there are very tew disaffected rehigees in Yo^ and this arlids 
was answoed a> it was, merely to shew the confidence to be placed in the Britirii by 
lories. 

Article 11. Tlut the enemy have in their hospitals about 2000 sick and wounded, 

ftftirln Iff T ha t I hi f ri i s nn l is mt n il l i iiisiii n iiiiiii ii 

Articka 13 and 14 speak for themselves. 

CoK Til^imaQ added, that it is supposed that Lord ComwaUis bad not at the tinw 
o( o^ntulation above six hours' ammunition. 
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wise, decisive and magnanimous conduct in the action of the 
8th of September last, near the Eutaw Springs, in South 
Carolina; in which, with a force inferior in number to that 
of the enemy, he obtained a most signal victory OTOf tho 
Biitiah owny oommandod by Colonol S tewart : 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be presented to the officers and men of the Maryland 
and Vii^nia brigades, and Delaware battalion of continental 
troops, for the unpu^llelled bravery and heroism by them 
displayed, in advancing to the enemy through an incessant 
fire, and chaining them with an impetuosity and ardor that 
could not be resisted : 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be presented to the officers and men of the I^ionary 
corps and artillery, for their intrepid and gallant exertions 
during the action: 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be presented to the brigade of North Carolina, for their 
resolution and persev^UDce in attacking the enemy, and sus- 
taining a Buperior fire: 

That the thanks of the United States in Coi^ress assem- 
bled, be presented to the officers and men of the state corps 
of South Carolina, for the zeal, activity and firmness by them 
exhibited throughout the engagement : 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be presented to the officers and men of the militia, who 
formed the front line in the order of battle, and sustained 
their post with honor, propriety and a resolution worthy of 
mrai determined to be free. 

Bo a olvodt Thafr 4 wo - pi e Geo of firid - Ordaano e' b e- pFO B ontod to M ft jo f 
t?enowI - Qw)cn » 4>y4ib fr C?GnaMmd ef "in Chinfi wifch -a- mo t to oogt o vcd 
t^rom - t i ho - UBitod -fi tot e o in CongPc aB Aa s wnblod - to - M a jo^G h ai '- GwMm a ) 
in hoDoa^of ^ h ft- Victopy obtt " - - - - - 
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Reaolved, That a Sword bo presented to Cois. Williama of the Mary- 
land line for his great military skill and uncommoa exertions on thi«T 



Resolved, That a Biitieh Btandard be presented to Afojor 
General Greene, as an honorable testimony of hie merit, caul 
a golden medal emblematical of the battle and victory 
aforeeaid: 

That Major General Greene be dedred to present the 
thankB of Congress, to Captains Fierce and Pendleton, Major 
Hyme and Captain Shubrick, his aids de camp, in testimony 
of their particular activity and good conduct during the whole 
of the action: 

That a sword be presented to Captain Pierce, who bore the 
general's despatches, giving an account of the victory, and 
that the Board of War take order herein. 

Revived, That the thanks of the United States in Congress 
assembled, be presented to Brigadier General Marion, of the 

Com for his wise, gallant and decided conduct, in defending 
the liberties of his country; and particularly for his prudent 
and intrepid attack on a body of the British troops, on the 
30th day of Ai^ust last; and for the distinguished part he 
took in the battle of the Sth of September.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1781 

A letter, of 29, from the secretary of foreign affairs was 
read, requesting to be admitted to examine and copy from 
such books of a secret nature in the Secretary's office as may 
in any wise relate to the department of foreign affairs: ' 

I Hu) repeat, in the writiiig of 7aiiiea Hitclidi Tmniii, Js in the Pa^en of At Con' 
aaenUd Congrm, No. 19, II, folioe 471 to 477. 

A memorial from Bayud Ricud & Co. was rewi. It ia in the Pajxn of the Conti- 
nmtol Consmt, No. 41, 1, folio 367. 

' This pangnph and the foUowing teeolntion vera tiao eatered in the manuacript 
Secret Tounial, Foreign Aifain. 
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Re8olvedf That his request be granted. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the petition of Absalom Baird be referred to 
the comptroller (m adjustment of his account; 

That the petition of Nathan Bush be referred to the 
comptroller.* 

A report firom the Board of War on the petition of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Cambray was read; Whereupon, 

Wae Ofpiob Oeb^er fff" 1781. 
Sm, 

The Boutl have been honored with a reference of the letter from 
Lt. Col. du Cambray and in converaing with that gmtleman, it appears 
that his sole motive for asking leave to go to Europe is on account of 
his destitute situation with respect to money. He is a very deserv- 
ing officer, and we wish it were in our power to point out any mode 
by which be can be reheved. His accounts may be settled by the 
Comptroller, aa he is comprehended in the resolve of Congress pre- 
scribing the mode of settling accounts of officon not belon^og to any 
State. But as to his requisition for a sum in part of the ^ance due 
him we conceive it would introduce such a number of claims for a like 
treatment that we cannot think it expedient to recommend the meas- 
ure. He is entitled to three months real pay as an officer captivated 
at Charlestown and this will put him on a footing with other ofifioera 
captivated there so f ar aa present exigencies wiU permit.* 

Ordered, That the accounts of lieutenant Colonel Camln^ay 
be settled by the comptroller. 

Another report of the Board of War on the memorial of 
Lieutenant Colonel S. Hay was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boud of Wab Odober »9. 1781. 
Ftesent, U' Peters 

General Cornell 
The Board b^ leave to report on the Memorial [of] Lieut. Old. 
Samuel Hay, 

■ThianiMKt, In the wiidng gf Samod Oigood, fa in the Aqm V ^ C"**^**"**! 
Oonpnu, No. 32, folia 283. 
■ ThiB report ii in the Paptn t^Om Omiiimta Oongrm, Ho. MS, n, faBo 417. 
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Thftt it ftppeara to the Board that the request of CoL Hay to 
receive a sum m epecie equal to the value of the Bums mentioned in 
the Warrants enclosed in his Memorial or a sum in new hilla equal to 
the value of his pay cannot be complied vith consistent with present 
drcumstances. Congress will be pleased to advert to the difficulties 
attendant on the advance of money to officers, whose services are 
absolutely necessary for the operations of the war. If added to this 
those who have retired are also to be paid, there is an end of any 
farther exertions that depend upon money. There is no doubt but 
that justice should he done to all persons who have served faithfully, 
and among that number, we can with great truth and propriety rank 
the memorialist. But the time of doing them justice should be well 
considered. If Col. Hay is paid, there will be claims from every one 
in his situation. Few if any of them are paid. Many of them have 
warrants and all are entitled to the balances due them. We ther^ore 
submit the matter to Congress, with this farther observation thai 
those who have no warrants will conceive that the accidental dr- 
cumstance of the memorialist having warrants makes no differance 
as to substantial justice.* 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Colonel Hay be informed that his 
request cannot at present be complied with. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a secretaiy at war; 
and, the b^ots b^ng taken. Major G^ieral Benjamin lin- 
coin was elected. 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the Board of War be 
authorised and requested, to continue to exercise the duties 
of the war department, until the secretary at war enter upon 
the execution of his office. 

The committee, Ijconosting of 1^. Vammu, Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Hanson, II to whom were referred the estimates of the 
Board of War delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, (by nine states,) That the respective states be 
called upon to fiunish the treasury of the United States, with 
thdr quotas of the 8,000,000 of dollars, for the war depart- 
ment, and civil list, the ensuing year; to be pud quarterly 

'This tepwt lain tbePap«rao/tA« Omtmcntol Chngnu, Ho. 148, II, folio 421. 
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in equal proportioDS, the fiiBt payment to be made on the 
fiist day of April next. 

Resolved, lliat a committee, conBistiog of a member from 
each state, be appointed to apptniiion to the several states 
the quotas of the above sum. 

The members, Mr. ^amuel] livermore, Jfr. [Sfunuel] 
Osgood, Mr. [James MitcheD] Vamum, JSi. [Roger] Sherman, 
Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. Clymof [Thomas] Smith, Mr. 
[Thomas] McKean, Mr. [John] Hanson, Mj. [Edmund] Bsn- 
dolph, Mr. jBenjamin] Hawkins, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. 
[Edward] Telfau-. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.' 

[WEDNESDAY,] OCTOBER 31, 1781 

Met and adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER i, 1781 

The committee, Hcon^ting of Mr. Hanson, Mr. Vamum, 
^. Glymer,|| to whom was referred a letter of September 1, 
from Major General Greene, with the copy of his letter to 
Colonel Campbell, and his commission to sundry persons to 
n^otiate a treaty of peace with the Cherokee and Chickasaw 
Indians delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the appointment of commissioners by Major 
General Greene to n^otiate a treaty of peace with the Cher- 

* A memorul of Oie joumeTiuen gimmnitha waa praeeutad &bout tiiia dftte. It ia ia 
the Paper* o/tht ContitutUal Congrtti, No. 41, III, folio 475. 

The foUofritig mollon was made by Jamea Mitchell Yaniuia this mMith, aa the 
isdonement ahoira. It is in Vunum's writing and ia in the Paptno/tha GontiHmtal 
Gmgreu, No. SO, I, folio 233: 

Whereas the EusineBg of the United States now renuining unfiniahed, and that 
toxy probably occur (or aome time to come is principally of an executive Nature, and 
appertaiuB to the miniaterial Deporbnenta, be it therefore reaolved, that cm the Third 
Hoaday of November instant Congren will adjourn to the firat Monday in March next 
then to Gonvoie at thia Place. A new Congresi will convene on Monday next; Quere, 
can thia Congreaa paaa a ReaolntioD to bind their Decision in adjoomingT 
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okee and Chickasaw Indians, and by that means to put a 
stop to the ravages of those nations, was a necessary and 
prudent measure, and that Gongress approve of the same. 

As to the other matters mentioned in General Greene's letter, your 
Committee request further time to report therecHL* 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 3, 1781 

A motion was made by the del^ates of Yir^nia, that the 
resolution of yesterday, respecting the appointment of com- 
missioners, to treat with the Cherokee and Chickasaw Indians, 
be repealed. 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for the consider- 
ation of the preceding motion; and that no copies of the 
resolution passed yesterday be delivered out before Monday 
the 12th instant. 

A letter, of 28 September, &om Colonel Arthur Campbell 
was read, inclosing a letter, of 20th of the same month, from 
Colonel Jo* Martin.'' 

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. Livermore, ISx. Osgood, 
Mr. Vamimi, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
McKean, Mr. Hanson, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Hawkins, "Hk. Bee, 
and Mr. Telfur,l| appointed [to] apportion to the several 
states their respective quotas of the 8 miUions of dollars 
voted by the resolution of the 30 of October last, deHvered 
in a report, which was taken into consideration: when the 
quota of Connecticut was imder consideration, a motion was 
made by Mr. Jmifof [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr. 
Cttgroll [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, 

"That ninety-three thousand four hundred dollars be 
added:" 

* This report, in the wiidng of John Huuon, is in the Paper* of Ui* Ctmtmtntal 
Congrtu, No. 19, II, folio 479. 
*Thi»letteri*iiith«P<)per>o/U«ConlTnen(oiCo7vreH, No. 78, VI, folio 55. 
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On which the yeas and nays beang required by Mr. [DaQiel] 
Carroll, 



New EampeJiin, 






ZW««n«, 




Mr. Livennope, 


no 


• 


Mr.McEean, 


no 


MuaaeJauetta, 






Jferyfani, 




Mr. LoTnU, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 


Partridge, 


no 


no 


Hanson, 


«y 


Osgood, 


no 




CarroU, 


ay 


Bhode /aiiiiui, 






Virginia, 




Mr. Mowiy, 


no 


div. 


Mr. Jones, 


no 


Vanmrn, 


ay 


Madison, 


no 


Ootmeetieuty 






Randolph, 


DO 


Mr. Sherman, 


no 




SotiA CbroSm, 




Law, 


no 


no 


Mr. Mathews, 


«y 


New Jersey, 






Middleton, 


•y 


Mr. aark, 


»y 


diy. 


Motto, 


no 


Boudinot, 


no 


Oeorgici, 










Mr. Telfair, 


no 


Mr. Montgomery, 


•y 




N. W. Jones, 


no 


Atlee, 


•y 


ay 






Smitli, 


no 









So it passed in the n^ative. 

The report being farther considered. 

Resolved, That the sum of eight millions of dollars, required 
to be raised [by the resolution of the 30th day of October 
last, be paid by the states in the following proportions: 



New Hampshire, 


- 373,698 


Maryland, - - 


933,996 


Massachusetts, - 


- 1,307,696 


Vilginia, - 


1,307,694 


Rhode Island, - 


- 216,684 


North Carolina, 


622,677 


Connecticut, - 


- 747,196 


South Carolina, - 


373,698 


New York, 


- 373,698 


Georgia, - - - 


24,906 


New Jersey, 


- 486,679 








Pensylvania, - 


- 1,120,794 


Dollars. 


8,000,000 


Delaware, - 


112,086 







That the s£ud sums, when paid, shall be credited to the 
accounts of the several states on interest, to be hereafter 
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adjusted, agreeably to the resolution of the 6th of October, 
1779; 

Thftt ouch pfoportion of the aoid auma - may bo paid in 
pfOTiDioDQ and othof ariieloo of a upplioo fop tho amiy, to 
bo doliTorod at auoh plaooB within tho Fo g peotiTo - etato B f 
■*>••!•« sd a nd at auoh - prieoB a a tho 8 apogintond w it - o l 
* F i nanee e bidt - fl^poiiitt and tho fomaindof in 

Gold Of S ilTOf ; and artioloo of tho oamo kind and quality 
ohall bo ojoditod te t bo a o ^ oral sta t oB at tho aamo prioo a . - 

That certificates which may be given by the quarter- 

K*p*ait4 a* niastOT general, or other officers properly author- 

ised to give them, for supplies that shall 

hereafter be furnished, shall be accepted in payment of the 

aforesaid sums. 

That such certificates for supplies heretofore furnished, 
shall be accepted from the states producing them in payment 
of what may be due on former requiaitions. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states to 
lay taxes for rising their quotas of money for the United 
States, seperate from those laid for their own particular use, 
and to pass acts directing the collectors to pay the same to 
the commissioner of the loan office, or such other person as 
shall be appointed by the superintendant of finance, to 
receive the same within the State, and to authorise such 
receiver to recover the moneys of the collectors, for the use 
of the United States, in the same manner, and und^ the 
same penalties, as state taxes are recovered by the treasurers 
of the respective states, to be subject only to the orders of 
Congress, or the superintendant of finance.] * 

BeB «4¥o d , - Th « t Congroo B' eonsidof tho pwooD ^ rood fr of ■ ooigna g'the 
quo toB of th e fle ¥oinl S tntco nopowliit jf to t he BWab w^e f inh ft bita ate-ia 
ft hmpoFMy oipodiont. 

B ea ol¥ « di - Th at a ll a mnft -a t -a nytima-p a id - by a ny -S t rt e - bofof e- th a 

ew !^ a rioiH>f t he gB tim a tcwif landa a ndtheip impwwoinonfa H iiwyitod - to 

' llw pcrtion in bncketa was «nter«d in the JonnuJ b; Oecags Bond. 
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bo m ft do - by tho -ce nfedw at kni - fl hall be pnooed - to the orodit of ' oooh 
S tntiO) on th e toHii fl- p f C 8 o«b e d - by - lihe fimt a rtieleof ■ woolution of 
GongKs m of the W ^ day of Novcmbw l ^Wr' 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 3, 1781 

A letter, of 27, and one of 30 October, from Major General 
Heath, were read, with sundry papers enclosed.' 

A memorial and petition of Bam: Binney was read.' 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a letter of John Sprague in behalf of Brigadier 
General Reed, and the papers accompanying the same, be 
referred to the Board of War.* 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Mathews, the resolution passed yesterday " That 
such proportion of the eaid sums may be paid in provisions 
&c." was reconsidered and repealed. 

On motion of the committee to whom were referred the 
letter and petition of John Clarke: 

Ordered, That the said committee be dischai^ed. 

A petition from the supreme executive council of the 
Commonwealth of PenEylvania was read, stating a matter 
of dispute between the said State and the State of Con- 
necticut, respecting sundry lands lying on the east branch 
of the River Susquehanna, and praying a hearing in the 
premises, agreeably to the 9th article of the Confederation. 

■ This report, in the writing of Roger Shemum, except the lut two paiagraphs, which 
are in Edmund Randolph's writing, is in ihePapen of At Coniintntal Gmgret»,iio. 26, 
Iolio3I3. 

■ The letter of October 27th ii in the Papcn of Iht Continentai Congrtu, Vo. 157, 
folio sal; that of October 30th is on folio 371. 

> This memorial and petition, dated November 3, 1781, is in the Paptri of lit Ctm- 
tinenial CangrtM, No. 41, I, folio 375. 

* This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Paper* qf Ihe CVmtMwnloI 
Ctmgrtu, No. 32, folio 286; Spngue's letter, dated September 26, 1781, b in No. 7S, 
XXI, folio 121. 
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The committee to whom the letters &om the superinteadant 
of finance relative to the hospital department; and 

The Committee to whom the tetters from the Supermtendant of 
Finance relating to the Hospital Department was referred do report 
that they have fuUj considered the present state of the Hospital or 
Medical Department in the Army, and the several papers referred to 
them, and having taken the best advice and information in their 
power are of opinion that great oeconomical advantages to the public 
and very useful alterations to the sick and wounded, may be obtuned 
by a regulation of the said Department in the following principles. 

By destroying all distinctions between Hospitals and forming the 
whole Medical Department into one umfmm Corps. 

By establishiog the direction of practice and Purveyorship entirety 
distinct and seperate vesting it in different hands. 

By eetablishiog the Superintendance of the Department in a Board 
of Surgeons, properly oi^anized.for that purpose and not in a single 
person. 

By the promoting the use of regimental Hospitals, and preventing 
the crowcUng the ack together in General Hospitals. 

By preventing every person concerned in Hospitals from trading 
and speculating hi any manner whatever for private advantage and 
emolument. 

By reducing the number of Surgeons and Mates of the General 
Hospitals. 

Under the influence of these piinciples your Committee beg leave 
to Report the following Ordinance for constituting and arranging 
the Hospital Department. 

An Ordinance for regulating the General Hospital, and Surgeons 
of the Aimy. 

Be it ordained by tlie United States in Congress Assembled, That 
there shall l>e one Physician in Chief to the Army and Director of the 
Military Hospitals: Thirt e en Twelve Surgeons and twenty i^ four 
Mates, for the General Hospital, a Surgeon and one Mate to every 
regiment; an Apothecary and two Asnstanta; and a Purveyor and 
one Aamstant. 

Ttie Physician in Chief and the hospital Surgeons or any tliree of 
such Su^eona shall make a Medical Board, of which a field Officer 
to t)e appointed in the usual form shall rat as President ; it shall meet 
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regulariy once a moath, by Genenl ordet, or oftener if requisite. 
They shall ftTftminft regimental and examine and e^ipoint all hospital 
Mates: and shall esamine and recommend the g ^ faneBt si-^ad hos- 
pital Sm^eons, a nd - nono - bu t tho s e we omm e nded by tha - Bowd ahaH 
be ^pointed by Congi^ flfl to ■ y a o a noi a^ and no person imder the age 
of 21 years shiJI be appointed a Mate: It shall be the special duty 
of the said Board from time to time, to settle the proportions of 
regimental and hospital practice, and to make regulations accordingly. 
They shall prescribe the measures for mipplying the sick effectually 
with medicines, stores, proTiaions Sec. It shall also be their duty to 
make out proper Mtimates for the Purveyor, inspect his accotmts and 
transactions, and regulate his plan of issues so as to prevent waste 
and extravagance. As often as required, the Director shall report 
to the Board a full state of all the Ho^itals under his direction, and 
receive their Instructions. This Board shall enquire into all com- 
plaints brought against Officers of the Department: and present to a 
Court Martial, such as they may think deserving of censure. And 
this Board shall be authorized to digest rules and carry into execution, 
every thing relative to the Medical Department: Provided neverthe- 
less, that no T^ulation of theirs be valid and ta^ effect imtil issued 
in orders, with the consent and approbation of the Commander in 
Chief or the Commanding Officer of a seperate Department. 

The ^ysician in Chief and Director shall have a general Superin- 
tendency and direction of practice, bothtin Camp and in hospitals. 
He shaU always maintain an office near Head Quarters, so as to be 
ready, at all times, to consult and advise with the Commander in 
Chief: and to distribute the necessary advice and direction to the 
Surgeons with whom it shall be his duty to correspond. With the 
concurrence of the Commander in Chief he may establish such Hos- 
pitals as the service requires: and he shall dispose of the officers 
necessaiy to conduct them. In time of engagement or any emer^ 
gency, he shall call into the field as many hospital Surgeons as the 
occasion requires; and by order of the General, may have assistance 
in hospitals, from the regimental Surgeons. 

It shall also be the special duty of the Director, frequently to inspect 
all the hospitals imder his direction; to see that they are managed 
with oeconomy and success: to correct all abuses; to suspend and 
bring to trial, delinquent Offices: and to make monthly returns of the 
mck to the Ckimmander. 
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In the absence of the Director from Camp, the Suigeon eldest in 
appointment, who is present, shall do his duty. 

Every Stu^eon shall direct bia own hcMpital agreeable to the regu- 
lations, from time to time adopted by Congress or the Medical Board, 
and communicated to him by the Director. He is hereby authorized 
to order from the Purveyor or his Assistant, or from the Commissaries 
and Quarter Masters of the Army, or to be pturchased from the neigh- 
borhood, whatever is necessary and convenient for the sick: and 
shall be accountable for his conduct and success in practice, to the 
director; but shall not be dismissed the service without due form of 
trial. 

When two or more Surgeons are on duty in one ho^it&l, each shall 
act independently witii respect to all matters relating to his own 
particular chai^, and shall be accountable to the director only, or 
the Surgeon presiding in his stead. In case of dispute, with regard 
to any matter respecting the whole hospital, the Surgeon of senior 
appointment shall control, until the matter in dilute can be decided 
by the Director, or in his absence, the presiding Surgeon. 

The regimental Surgeon shall give diligent attention to such regu- 
lations as may be eetablished respecting their conduct, and shall 
manage the sick of their respective regiments accordingly: and shall 
also be accountable to the Fhymcian in Chief as the common head of 
^ Medical Department. 

The Hospital and regimental Mates shall observe the direction of 
the Surgeons, and shall diligently perform all the reasonable duties 
required of them, for the recovery of the sick. They shall also make 
out returns of the sick, for the Suigeons respectively, agreeable to 
such forma as the director shall require. 

The Apothecary and his Assistants shall receive prepare and 
deUver Medicines, Instruments and dresungs, and other articles of 
his department, to the hospitals and Army, on ordeis, in writing, 
from the director or Surgeons. He shall appoint a proper number 
of Mates to assist him in his duty, and shall furnish one to eveiy 
Hoqtital, where one is required by the Director. 

All the Instruments delivered by whose order soever obtuned, 
shall be paid for, at prime cost, by the Surgeon or Mate receiving 
them. 

The Purveyor shall provide all neccesaiy medicines, utenailB and 
stores of every kind, that may be ordered by the lifedical Board, for 
the dehveiy of which a written order from tlie Director or a hospital 

8S382'~TOL 21—12 — ai 



dbyGoot^le 



1096 Jottmah cf Congress 

Suigeon shall be hia voucher. It idiaU also be his duty to pay all the 
Officers of the Hospital and erery debt and expence of the mck after 
being duly certified. For these purposes he shall draw money from 
tiie Treasury agreeable to the estimates given him by the Medical 
Board. He shall settle his accoimte of expenditure in money every 
three months, with the Auditons of accounts, and once a month, he 
shall lay a state of the e^endUiure ofatorea with the stock on hand, 
before the Medical Board. 

The Purveyor shdl direct the conduct of his Assistant, and by 
advice and order of the Medical Board shall appoint such othra 
Aflustants, Storekeepers and Clerks as the service may require. 

In every hospital ihe purveyor or his Assistant shall appoint a stew- 
ard: whose duty it shall be to purchase vegetables, straw and other 
small articles, to receive the stores and provisions for the use of the 
ho^ital and deliver them agreeable to the orders of the presciibing 
Sui^eons. And although in his purchases and Issues he is to obc^ 
the orders of the prescribing Surgeons: yet for the faithful dischaige 
of his Office, he is to be accountable to the Purveyor, and for this 
puipose he shall keep seperate accounts of all he receives from the 
PurveyoiB, Quarter Mssteis and CommisBanes, and of what he pur- 
chases himself from the country; and shall render an account of all 
his Issues monthly, with his stock on hand, to the Purveyor; thus to 
enable the Purveyor to lay the whole monthly e^>ence of the hos- 
pital, before the Medical Boud. The Steward's vouchers shall 
express not only by whom ordered, but by whom received also. The 
Steward shall also receive t^e spare r^imental arms, accoutrements 
and cloathing of each soldier admitted into the Ho^it&l keeping 
entries of and giving receipts for every Article received, which when 
the soldier shall be discharged, shall be accounted for by the said 
Steward, with the Commanding Officer of the regiment to whidLsuch 
soldier belonged, or other proper person, and shall also take charge 
of the hospital cloathing. In every Hospital, the director or Senior 
Surgeon present, shall appoint a Matron and a proper number of 
nurses to be under the directiim of the presciibing Surgeons, and 
paid by the Purveyor. 

During the summer, when the Army is in the field, the Director 
shall institute a flying or field Hospital, in the rear of Camp, and 
appoint proper Surgeons to take direction of it, cooaidering it always 
as a branch of the General Hospital and to have one common regula- 
tion and interest with it. 
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One Suigeon at least, whom the Qeneral may choose, shall always 
reedde near head Quarters, to attend the General and Staff Officers, 
and to be in readiness for any emergency when a division or detach- 
ment of the Army is sent off, or in any manner becomes a distinct 
and seperate body from the Main Army, the Medical board shall 
nominate its proportion of Medical Staff of which the Surgeon eldest 
in appointment shall premde, with all the powers of Physician in 
Chief and director; and shall form a Medical board, to be authorized 
aa before mentioned: and when two Armies mute, having each a 
eeperate Board, one shall dissolve of course by direction of the Com- 
manding Officer of the whole. 

When Officers of the Line do daty in hospitals, the Afedical board 
shall make rules for their conduct, that they may not interfere with 
the Surgeons, and they shall receive their instructions by General 
order. 

That the Quarter Master General furnish the hospitfd Department, 
from time to time, as occasion may require with such a number of 
horses and wagons aa may be necessary for removing the sick and 
wounded and for transporting the hospital stores, but that no other 
hoiBea than those a llowed to bo kqtt by for which forage may be 
herein allowed to the Officers of the Department, be kept seperately 
and at the expence of the Department. 

That no officer or other person employed in the hospital or Medical 
Department shall on any account whatever, be concerned in trade 
for his private emolument and advantage. 

That no officer or other person in the ho^it^ or Medical Depart- 
ment except the sick or wounded, be permitted to use any of the 
stores provided for the sick. 

That the Physician in Chief, the Surgeons of the Hospital, Purveyor, 
Apothecary, Assistant Purveyor and Assistant Apothecary be ap- 
pointed and CommiBsioned by Congress. The R^imental Surgeons 
and Mates to be appointed as heretofore. 

That all the Officers in the Hospital or Medical Department shall 
be subjected to trial by Courts Martial for all offences in the same 
manner as officers of the line of the Army. 

^Diat the pay and establishment of the Officers of the hospital 
Department and Medical Staff be as follows, payable in silver Spanish 
Milled dollars a 7/6 a dollar of other money oquiv a lonL 

Physician in Chief and Director of the Military Ho^itals 125 dol- 
lars per month 2 rations for himself and 1 for his servant per day and 
forage for 2 horses. 
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Siu^eons of the Qeneral Hospitfil 90 dollare per month and 2 ntions 
per daj and forage for two hones. 

Purreyor and Apothecary each 100 doUare per month. 

Assistant Purveyor and Apothecary 60 dollars per month each. 

Regimental Surgeons each 00 dollara per month, 1 ration per day 
and forage for one horse. 

Sui^eons'Uotee in Hospitals 40 doUaEB per month and Iratiimper 
day. 

Do in the Aimy 40 dollars per m" and 1 ration per day. 

Steward for each Hospital 30 dollars per m" and 1 ration per day. 

That none of the aforeswd Officers or other persona employed in 
any of the Hospitals be entitled to rations of provision or forage, 
when on furlough. 

That the Physician in Chief be allowed a two horse covered wagon 
for transporting his baggage. 

That Uie same allowance be made to the aforesaid Officers for 
retained rations as is allowed to officera of the line of the army; 
and also that each of them be annually entitled to draw Cloathing 
from the Stores of the Cloathier General in the same manner and under 
the same r^ulations as are eetablished for Officers of the Line by 
a resolution of Congress of the 26 NoT^ 1779 and in like TnannAr as 
has heretofore been used. 

That the several Officen above mentioned (except Stewards) shall 
at the end of the War be entitled to a provision of Land in the pro-^ 
portions following viz: Physician in Chief to have the same quantity' 
as a Brigadier General; ttte Suif^ns, Purveyor and Apothecary of 
the Hospital the same as a Colonel; R^imental Surgeons and aaa^t- 
ants to the Purveyor and Apothecary the same aa a Major; Hospital 
and regimental Surgeon's Mates the some as a Captain. 

That all fonner arrangements of the Hospital Department and 
all resolutions heretofore passed touching the same be repealed.* 

The conunittee to whom were referred the cessions of 
New York, Vii^nia and Connecticut, and the petitions of 
the Indiana, Vandalia, lUionois aed Wabach compames, 
delivered in their several reports.' 

■ ^niis report u in ibe Paper* of tht CotttbttiUal Congrttt, No. 22, fc^otf. 

■ This rep(M ia m tbe lirt <rf pcwtponed nporta in the Pap«n q^ lAc (>mtHl«ntei Cbn- 
fTMf , No. 31, Eolio 371-*. 
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Revived, That the resolutions passed yesterday be de- 
livered to the superintendant of finance, to be by him fcnv 
warded to the several states. 

Resolved, That the several matters now before Ck)ngrees be 
referred over, and recommeitded to the attention of the 
United States in Congress ass^nbled, to meet at this place 
on Monday next. 

Advice being received that a messenger was arrived from 
bead quarters with despatches, the President resumed the 
chair, and Colonel Humphry, one of the General's aids, was 
inb^uced, and delivered a letter from the General, dated 
27 and 29 October, containing returns of prisoners, artillery, 
arms, ordnance and other stores, surrendered by the enemy, 
in their posts of York and Gloucester, on the 19 October; 
he also l^d before Congress 24 standards taken at the same 
time, and a draught of those posts, with the plan of attack 
and defence, and then withdrew. 

Ordered, That the returns be published, and that the 
letter, with the other papers enclosed, be referred to the 
committee to whom was referred the General's letter of 19 
October. 

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.] 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1781 

The following members attended from the State of 



JVew Hampshire, 

Mr. [Samuel] LiTormore, 
Masaach/iuettt, 
Mr. [James] Lovell, 
[Oeo^e] Partridge, 
[Samuel] Osgood, 
Rhode Island, 
ISx. [Daniel] Mowiy, 

tTamee iUitobell] Yaroum, 



Conneetieut, 

Mr. [Sichard] Law, 
Nev> Jersey, 
Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 
[Eliaa] Boudinot, 
PefmsyJvama, 
Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, 
[Samuel John] Atlee, 
Tlhomas] Smith, 
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8oaih CaroUna, 

Mr. [Arthur] Middletovn, 
[John] MathewB, 
fHioniaa] Bee, 
[Nicholas] Eveld^, 
[Isaac] Motte, 
Oeorgia, 
Mr. [Edward] Telf ur, 

N[oble] W[imberl7l Jones. 



Maryland, 
Mr. [John] Hanson, 

[Daniel of St. Thomas] 

Jenifer, 
[Daniel] Carroll, 
Virgima, 
Mr. [James] Madison, 
[Edmund] Randolph, 
J<{eephl Jones, 
North OardUna, 
Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins, 

Their credentials being read, Gongrees proceeded to the 
election of a President; and the ballots being taken, the 
hon''* John Hanson was elected. 

Credentials of del^ates from the State of Newhampahire to 
Geo^a inclusive (New York excepted) read in Congress November 
6th, 1781.' 

^au™™" 1 ^ CouKcn, January ISff 1781 

Whebsas by a Vote of the Council and Assembly of this State of 
the 27n of June last the Hon''!* Maj' General John Sullivan and 
Geoi^e Atkinson Esq' were chosen Delegates to represent this State 
in the Continental Congress for the Term of one year from and after 
the first day of November then next. Since which time the said 
Geoi^e Atkuison Esq' hath declined to accept of said trust. And 
it appearing Necessary that there should be two Delegates from this 
State at Congress as much of the time as poa^ble. 

Thebefobe, Voted that Samuel Livermore and Benjamin Bellows 
Esq!* be, and they hereby are chosen Del^ates to represent this 
State in Congress for the Term of one year from the date hereof unless 
sooner recalled or relieved by order of this State with all the powers 
and privileges heretofore given to any Del^atea of this State at 
Congress. One of them aa they shall agree to repair to Congress as 
soon as may be. And whenever General Sullivan (now at Congress) 
shall signify his desire of returning home, or should be recalled by 

I BegiimiiiK with thia <U]r, the ciedentuUa mn no longo' sprewl upon Hie JoonutlSf 
but w«re entored in a Mpnnte book, Papen of tha Continental CongrtMt, No. ITS, 
Record of CndenHaU. 

The aiginala of the credentiala leni (his day v« in the Paptn of At Continmtal 
Cotiffnu, OrtdentiaU cf DUegatn, 
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<nder of this State, That then the other of said Del^ates Imediately 
go forward and supply his place. And the said John Sullivan, 
Samuel Livermore and Benjamin Bellows, or either of them or any 
Two of them, in the absence of the other, or others, are hereby fully 
authorized and impowered to appear as agent, or agents for this State 
before Congress or any Court or Cranmissioners appointed by Con- 
gress, to hear and determine any or aU the disputes betveen New 
Hampshire, New York, Massachusetts and the Inhabitants of a 
certain district known by the name of the New Hampshire Grants. 

Sent down for Concurrraice. G. Thomfbok Setf 

In the house of Representatives Jao*^ l&^ 1781 

The for^ioing Vote was read and Conciured. 

W' Wbipelb SpeaJ^ P T 

Copy Ebumin'd by E. Thompson Setf' 

[Massachusetts] 

Council Cbajcbbr June IBS^ 1781 
Sib 

I am directed to Inform you of your Election on Friday last, by the 
joint Ballot of the Honble Senate and House of Representatives as 
8 Delegate to serve in Congress of the United States for one Year, to 
commence on the first Monday of November next 

I am Sir with eveiy Sentiment of esteem Your Honors very humble 
Serv^ 

John Atb&y Sedi 

Hcmble Jahbs Lovxli. Esq: * 

Statu of Bhodb Island and Pbovideniib Plantations 
I certify That at the annual Election of Officers for the State afore- 
said held at Newport on the First Wednesday in May last The Hon'ble 
William Elleiy, Ezekiel Cornell, Daniel Mowiy and James Mitchel 
Vamum Esquires were chosen Delegates to represent the said State 
in the CongresB of the United States of America for One Year. 
Witness my Hand this Thirtieth 
Day of June A, D. 1781 and in 
the Fifth Year of Indepeadence. 

Hbnbt yfABJ} Beery 

! Tta Mine credentUla, mvialit mutandit, b> Qwago Partridge and Sftmuel Oagood, 
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At a General Asaeinbly of the Governor and Company of the State 
of Connecticut holden at Hartford ia said State od the second Thurs- 
day of May A Dom 1781. 

Thib DAT being appointed by the Law of this State for the Choice 
of Del^ates to represent this State at the Congress of the 
Sui> United States Proclamation was now made and then the 
Votes of the Freemen were given in to the Persons appointed 
1^ tibe Assembly to receive Sort and count them and declare the 
Names of the Persons legally Chosen to the Office aforementioned, 
which Persons so appointed were Abraham Davenport Ksq^ M' Chester, 
Cap' Parsons Col" Worthingtou Docf Mead M' FeJck and M' Hezekiah 
Fitch who were sworn to a faithful! Discharge of that Trust. 

And the votes of the Freemen being brought in sorted and Counted 
Samuel Huntington Esqi, Ohver Elsworth Esqi Bichard Law Esqf, 
Oliver Wolcott Esqt Jesse Root Esqi Benjamin Huntington Esq^, 
Andrew Adams Esq! were elected and pubhckly declared to be Dele- 
gates, to represent this State in the Congress of the United States 
according to Law. 

A true Copy from ttie public 
Records of the State of Connecticut 



By Qbobob Wtixts Sttretg. 

Statu of New Jekset No^. £f 1781 
The Council and Assembly met in Joint Meeting at Trenton, and 
proceeded to the election of five Delegates to represent this State in 
Congress and the Votes being taken, The honorable 
Awm TT A M Claee 
WlUJAH CUUKOUILL HoUBnMT 
Jonathan Elheb 
Elias BouDnfor and 
Silas Condioi Esquires were duly elected. 
Resolved thereon That the said Abraham Clark, Tniliam Churchill 
Houston, JonatJian Elmer, Elias Boudinot and Silas Condict Esquires, 
or any two or more of them be impowered to represent and vote in 
behalf of this State in the Congress of the United States of North 
America from the fifth day of November next until the fifth day of 
November in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
eighty two, unless a new Appointment shall sooner take place. It is 
Nevollieless expected that three of the Delegates do constant^ 
attend in CoDgress unless prevented by sickness or other accident. 
By Order of Joint Meeting 

Jn? Stevens, Chairman. 
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Statu of Pennbtltasia. 

In GEHsaAL Asseublt, 
Thmaday SSf Novmher 1780 A. U. 
Betotved, That the number of Delegates to represent this State in 
Congreaa, for the Ananing year, be five. 

The House then proceeded to the election of the Delegates alcav- 
said; and the ballots being taken it appeared, that the honorable 
Joaeph Montgomery, Samuel Atlee, George Clymer, Hemy Wynkoop 
and Thomas Smith, (of the county of Bedford) Esquires, were duly 
elected and dioeui. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Sahubi. Stebett, OUrk. 

In the General Absbiiblt of the 
Dblawabb State, at New Castle, 

Saturday, A. M. February 10. 1781. 
The Coundl and House of Assembly, having met in the State-House, 
agreeable to the Order of the Day, proceeded, by joint Ballot, to the 
Election of Delegates to represent this State in the Congress of the 
United States of America, for the ensuing year, and Uie Box contain- 
ing the Ballots being examined, The Honorable Thomas Rodney, 
Thomas MfKean and Nicholas Vandyke, Esquires, are declared duJy 
elected. 

Extract from the ICnutes, 
Ja* Booth OJk of AaieirXby * 

Mabtlahs, Annapolis S Fe&. 1781. 
We hereby certify that John Hanson, Daniel of St Thcanas Jenifer, 
Daniel Carroll and Richard Potts Esquires are elected Del^ates to 
represent this State in Congress for the Year One thousand seveo 
hundred and Eighty one. 

Ja. Maooubbin Ol. Sen. 
F. Obbbn m Eo Dd. 

TlBOIHIA to wit. 

In Gotieral Assembly 

Thubsdat 0ie W* June 1781. 
Rbsoltbd that James Madiscm, Edmund Randolph, Joseph Jones, 
Theodorick Bland and John Bl&ir Esquires be appointed Delegates to 
represent this Commonwealth in Congress, for one Year from the first 
■ Delkwara Is not mentioDed in the Journal u Kttending November 6, but Qie ci»- 
dentUb an entered in the Paper* of tha ContmenUtt Congreu No. 179, Reeord qf 
Cnd mtia h, as having been read on that day. 
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Monday in NoTember next; they having been so elected 1^ joint 
ballot of both Houses of Assembly. 

^. .. Abohibald Cast 8p: Senate 

^Bigneoj BrajAMiN Harribow 8p: H. D. 

A Copy, 

JoHK Beoklet C. E. D. 

The Stats of North Carolina to William Sharpe Samuel Johnston 
Ephraim BreTard and Benjamin Hawkins esquires 

Whereas it appears on Record that you the said William Sharpe, 
Samuel Johnston, Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins at a 
Sesaon of the General Assembly held at Wake Court House in the 
said State in the Months of June and July in this present Year were 
each of you duly elected Del^ates for one Year to represent the said 
State in the Congress of the United States of America: that is to say 
you the said William Sharpe, Samuel Johnston and Ephraim Brevard 
on the twelfth day of July and you the sud Benjamin Hawkins on the 
Fourteenth day of the same month. 

These are therefore to make known, that you the stad William 
Sharpe, Samud Johnston, Ephraim Brevard and Benjamin Hawkins 
or any two or more of you are fully and duly authorised as Delegates 
to represent the said State for one year from the date of your Election 
wh^ and wheresoever the said United States shall assemble or be 
assembled in Congress, and to advise, confer, debate, resolve and 
determine for and in behalf of the said State upon all matters and 
things which shall come before the said United States in Congress 
assembled agreably to the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual 
Union made and ratified between the said United States and not 
inconsistent with the Constitution and Laws of the Said State of 
North Carolina. 

WmrBss Thomas Burke esquire, Qoveraot, Captun General and 
Commander in Chief of the Said State under his Hand and the Great 
Seal of the Said Stete at Williamsborough in the County of Graur 
viUe the thirteenth day of August Anno Dom 1781, and in the Sixth 
Year (d our IndepMidence. 

Tm" BuBXE 
[With the Great Seal appoidant] 

By His Excellency's Command 
Jn? Hdsee, Secretary. 



dbyGoot^le 



November, 1781 1106 

South Casolina. 

By faia Excellency John Rutledge, Esquire, Governor and Com- 
mander in chief of tlie said State. 

To the Honorable Henry Laurens, Arthur Middleton, John Mathewes, 
Thomas Bee, Francis Kinloch, Isaac Motte and Nicholas Ere- 
leigh Esquires, Greetii^, 

Know ye, that by and with the advice and consent of the Fiivy 
Council and by virtue of the power and authority in me vested, by 
the Constitution of this State, and by an Ordinance entitled "an 
Ordinance for the better Security and Defence of this State during 
the recess of the General Assembly," I hare Constituted and Ap- 
pointed, and, by these presents, do Constitute and Appoint, you the 
said Henry Laurens, Arthur Middleton, John Mathewes, Thomas Bee, 
Francis Kinloch, Isaac Motte and Nicholas Eveleigh, Dd^ates of 
this State to the Honorable Continental Congress, to meet in Cour 
grees on the first Monday in November next — hereby authorizing and 
empowering You, or any Two of You, to represent this State, in the 
said Congress, for One Year next ensuing the Day abovementioned, 
unless you, or any of you, shall be recalled, and Others nominated, in 
the room of such of you as shall be recalled, within that time, by the 
Legislative or Executive Authority of this State — In which case, this 
Nomination shall thereupon Cease, as to Such of You as shall be so 
recalled. — ^And I do hereby Grant to You, or any Two of You, as 
Delegates aforesaid, every Power and Authority, which it may be 
requisite or necessary, for a Member in Congress to Have or Exercise, 
as fully to all intents and purposes, as if the same was herein specially 
and particularly set forth. 

Given under my Hand, and fe e- Gr eat Seal, at the TTigh hills of 
Santee, this fourth day of October, in the Year of our Lord One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty One, and in the ^xth Year of 
American Independence. J. Rctleiwe. Seal 

State of 1 

Georgia./ The People of the State of Georgia, by the 

(Signed] 
Nathan Bbowmson, Grace of God Free and Independent 

[with Uugraatseal appendant,] To all to whom these preeents shall come, 
send Greeting 

Whebbas the General Assembly did at their last Meeting held at 
Augusta in the County of Richmond in the said State on the Seven- 
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teenth daj of August Instant, nominate and appoint th« Honorable 
Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberiy Jones, William Few and Samuel 
Stirk Esq? to represent tbe same in the Assembly of the United States 
of America in General Congress, to continue in Office until tbe first 
Tuesday in January Next, and from thence until others shall be 
legally appointed. Now therefore know ye that in puiBuance (rf 
Buch nomination and appointment, We do by these presentfi, Com- 
missionate the said Edward Telfair, Noble Wimberiy Jones, William 
Few, and Samuel Stirk Esq" Delegates to represent this our State, 
in the said General Assembly of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, and do hereby authorize them, and each of them, to 
hold, and exercise, all the powers and Authorities to the Office, or 
place of Delegate belonging, by virtue of the Constitution of this 
State, the Confederation of the United States, and the Nomination 
and Appointment aforesaid, in Testimony whereof we have caused 
the Great Seal of this our State to be hereunto affixed. WmfEss 
Nathan Bbownson Esq. Captain general Governor and Commander 
in Chief of the said State at Augusta the Twenty Seventh day of 
August in the Year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
Eighty one, and in the Sixth Year of our Independence. 

A letter, of 27 October, from General Washington, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the delegates of Geoi^. 

A letter, of August 9th, from J. de Neuville & Sons, was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the secretaiy of for^gn 
affairs. 

A letter, of 19 October, from the Count de Grasse, was 
read.' 

' niia letter ia in the Pajun of Hit Omtrntntal Congmt, No. 152, X, folio 309. It 
Ib [nnted in The Writingt oj WaAmgbm. (Fonl), IX, 393. 

> A letter c4 November lit bom Major Qen^kl He«tli wis tead, the indonement 
Btfttee. Itiain tliePap<rto/tA<Contin«>UaI (Tmipreu, No. 1G7, folio 375. 

Tbe Jounul no longer reccnda the fact of adjournment, or d committee xpfitiiHr 
menta. Beginning with thiadsU, the committee sppointmenta are entered in a book 
kept ftx that puipoee: Paptri o/ lA< Cmttnentol CcmirrtM, No. 186, Committee Book. 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1781 

Sundry committees were appointed.' 

WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 7, 1781 

On report of a committee, conastii^ of Mr. [Daniel] Ofiiv 
roll, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [John] Mathews, to whom were 
referred a memorial of Daniel Clarke iu behalf of Oliver 
Pollock, and a letter of 17 September, from James Seagrove, 
respecting advances made by Don Galvez to Oliver Pollock, 
for the service of the United States, 

Ordered, That there be passed in the books of the treasury, 
to the credit of Oliv^ Pollock, continental agent at New 
Orleans, in addition to the credit of the 6th of February last, 
the sum of twenty-one thousand four hundred and nineteen 
dollars imd seventy-eight ninetieths of a dollar in specie, to 
bear an interest of six per cent, per annum, from the 6th of 
February last, until paid: and that the superintendant of 
finance be, and hereby is directed not to pay any part of the 
sums aforeswd to Oliver Pollock or his agents, until advice 
is received from Don Galvez of the sums by him advanced to 
the said Oliver Pollock, for the service of the United States, 
and what measures have been taken by the said 0. Pollock 
for reimbursing the said sums.^ 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing order, imd of that 
of the 6th of February, tc^ther with the letter of 22 July 
1780, from his excellency Don Galvez, and the letter of 17 
SeptembOT, from J. Seagrove, be transmitted to the superin- 
tendant of finance, and that he report the draft of a letter to 
Don Galvez: 

' A petition erf Jdm CUA wm md and reteiTed to Ur, [Jutm] Lovell, Ur. T[honiM] 
Smith ftnd Mr. [lliomas] Bee Mcordiog to the Indoraement. It is in the Papert t^&t 
CbnttnenJoI Congnu, No. 42, II, folio IfiO. 

A lettoc from Col. J<dtn Ltturena wm read on this Axy, u the indotaement statee. It 
is In the Paptri 0/ lAe Continental Congrut, No. 165, folio 271. 

■ TiM order, as an extract from the minutee, is in the Papin t^titt Cvn^nmtai Con- 
Unu, No. GO, toUo 323. 
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On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr. 
[Elias] Boudinot, 

Resolved, That the secretary of foreign aff^rs be directed 
to prepare a sketch of emblems of the alliance between his 
Most Christian Majesty and the United States, proper to be 
inscribed on the marble coltmm to be erected in the town of 
York, imder the resolution of 29 day of October last. 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund] 
Randolph, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [James Mitchell] Var- 
num, Ab*. [Daniel] Carroll, to whom was referred the letter 
of 27 October, from General Washington: 

The CoDunittee to whom the letter of the 27*^ from Gen) Washing- 
toD with its enclofluree was referred, report the following resolutions: 

Beaohed, That Congrees approve of the early and unremitted 
attention of GenI Washington to the liberation of Worth O a rolinft aad 
B ooth O wriim of the Southern States from the power of the enemy, 
by the ttnek whiah he medit at odj npon WilBungt e mnd - Cbfti i lo fl lioWD 
and of his commimication of the success of the allied arms to the 
foreign ministeis of the United States. 

Resolved, That an elegant sword be presented, in the name 
of the United States in Congress assembled, to Colonel 
Humphry, aid de camp of General Washington, to whose 
care the standards, ti^en under the capitulation of York 
were consigned, as a testimony of then- opinion of his fidelity 
and ability: and that the Board of War t^e order th^«in. 

Your Committee purpose to suspend their report, touching the 
military cheat, until they can consult with the Commander in Qiief .* 

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report be 
pratponed. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to the hon- 
orable Thomas McKean, late President of Congress, in testi- 
mony of their approbation of his conduct in the chair, and in 
the execution of public business. 

' Thia tepott, in the writing <A Edmund Randolph, is in the Faptrt qftke QmtfnenAiI 
Congrtu, No. 19, VI, (olio 367. The fint puvgnph wu paaeed November 22. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1781 

An ordinance respecting captures by water was taken into 
confidderation, and some progress being made, the farther 
condderation thereof was postponed. 

On a repcnrt &om the Board of War: 

Wab Offiob Nov. 7. 1781. 
Sib, 

The Board have the honor to infonn Congress that two Fersona, 
(be one Btlling himself John Moody the other Lawrence Marr, who 
confess themselTes soldiers enlisted in the British Service, and by 
their Gxuninations herewith presented appear to fall under eveiy 
deeciiption necessary to designate their bemg spies, have been appre- 
hended and committed by the Hon'*'' The Chief Justice of Pennsil- 
vania to the State Prison. By the Resolution of the 17? April 1778 
(he Board are empowered to order and appoint General Courts 
Martial "for trying officers and others under arrest agreeably to the 
Rules and Articles of War in the Hace where Congress shall sit, and 
tha( the said Courts report their Proceedings to the Commander in 
Chief." As this Power seems to be delegated for Purposes confined 
to those in the service of the United States, and does not expressly 
reach the case of Spies, the Board hesitate to act under it in the case 
stated without the farther orders of Congress and therefore thought 
it necessary to report, 

Revived, That the Board of War taice tn^er for the trial, 
and in case of condemnation, for the execution of any persons 
foiling under the description and character of spies, appre- 
hended in the place where Congress shall nt, in the same 
mamur and with the same powers for this purpose, with 
those vested in the Commander in Chief by the rules and 
articles of war.' 

■Thisnp(MisintheFapnc/lA« Qmtinmkd Oongroi, No. 148, II, folio 423. 

A petition of John Bonn and seven otherB, priv&tea in South (^lolina rogimeota, 
dUed November 6, 1781, was leod, oa the indoieement ehows, and referred to the 
Board (A War. It is in the Papen of tht Continenud Congntt, No. 42, VI, folio 467. 

Alio (ote ot Anthony [Antoine] Felix Wuibert, which was refnred to the Boaid of 
War. It is in No. 42, VIII, folio 241. 

Also a letter ot the 6th from Bobert Hoiria, Superisteodent <A Finance, whidt wae 
reterrad to Mr. {Samuel] Osgood, Hr. [Abraham] CIvk and Mr. [Edmund] Banddph. 
It is in No. 137, I, folio 215. 

Also a letter of November 3d from Major Oenend Heath, encloaing letten of Octobw 
29 and 30 bom M^or General Lord Stirling. It is in No. 157, (olio SSL 
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FRIDAY. NOVEMBER g. 1781 

On a rq)ort from tiie Board of War: 

Wab OmoE November 9^. 1781. 
Sm, 

At the request of Major Barber who holds that rank in the Army 
of the United States and bath served in the Light Infantry under 
the command of the Marqtua De la Fayette this Campaign in which 
he was wounded and is now in this City on his way home entirely 
destitute of cash, having received no pay for more tiiao twenty 
months, 

The Board reoonunend the following Resolution: 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in &tvour of Major Barber, for one month's 
pay, for which he is to be accountable.* 

A letter of 8 from i/i&]ar General R. Howe, being read: ' 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [Edward] Telfab, 

Ordered, That the Board of War, without dday, cause 
such depoedtions to be taken, to be laid before the court of 
enqiury, upon the conduct of Major General R. Howe, as the 
del^ates of Georgia and Major General Howe shall reauest, 
and that the depositions be transmitted to Major General 
Heath. 

On motion of Mr. [Ellas] Boudlnot, seconded by Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum, 

Resolved, That the Board of War take order to prevent 
the officers prisonra^ of war under the capitulation of York, 
who have permission to go by land to New York, from 
travelling at large through the country, and &om remaining 
longer out of the enemy's lines, than may be necessary for 
their journey.* 

' TUa lepaHia in QiBPapat<ifthiC»mtinmtat Oongrtu, No. 14S, n, folio 481. 
■ Tida letter is in the Papm 0/ lAc CtoAtincnloI OonfrMf, No. IflO, folio 623. 
*A memorial, dated November 3, of Eundry officers of Uie PenniylTmniB lino, mi tlte 
lull pfty eetabliafament, ww read thia day and referred to the Board of War, tm the 
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MONDAY. NOVEMBER is, 1781 

On a report from the Board of War, to whom was referred 
a memorial of Mr. Jacob Schr^bea*: 

At a. Boabd of Was Novemier 7**. 1781. 

Present M' Feten 

General Cornell 

llie Board have been boaored witb a reference of a memorial from 
i/^ Jacob Schreiber who claims the appointment of a Captain of Engi- 
neers from an authority given him by General Lincoln to act as such 
in Charlestown. We transmit a copy of General Lincoln's Warrant 
for the Inspection of Congress by which it will appear that M' Schrei- 
ber resigned his Commission of a Lieutenant of Artillery in order to 
undertake the duties of an En^eer with the rank of Captain. It 
appears to the Board but juat that W Schreiber should receive the 
pay having done the duty of an Engineer, and therefore we gave him 
a warrant for siz months' nominal pay as a prisoner captivated at 
Chaiiestown. This warrant he alledges his neceesities induced him 
to part with at a lees sum than it was wortii; but no allowance can 
be made on this account, lest endless claims and confusion should 
ensue. It does not appear to the Board that his services are abso- 
lutely requisite in the Corps of Engineers and therefore it might be 
as well to grant him the Uberty he requests of going home and for 
this purpose it will be necessary for Congress to resolve, 

Ordered, That the comptroller cause the accomita of Mr. 
Jacob Schr^ber to be adjusted upon the same principles 
with those directed for the officers of Hazen's r^iiment, 
allowing him the pay of a captam of engineers &om the 
2dday of March, 1780: 

That Mr. Schreiber have leave to depart for Europe, as 
Congress, though conscious of his merit, have no means of 
employing him in the rank he requires: 

imdonement stateB. It k in tbe Papat (4 Ac CoitiiamHal CbRpnw, No. 148, n, 
folio 440. 

A letta of October 91 bom 0«iicn] Wadmigtini WM read, M theindonementabUM, 
and ntani to l£r. [Jama Mitchell] Vuniim, Hr. [JoeeiA] Mootgomwjr and Mr. 
[Jumb] Lovell. It ia In the Paptri of tht Cmtinmtal OoRfrut, No. 162, X, foUo 366, 
and ia printed in Tht \^itmg» of WmhiitgUM (Ftcd) tX, 403. 
8aS§S>''T<x, 21— 12— —22 
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That it be referred to the superintendaat of finance to 
pay Mr. Schmber such sum as will enable him to return to 
Europe, and that loan office certificates be delivered him for 
the residue of the balance which shall, on settlement, appear 
to be due to him from the United States.' 

On a report of a craomittee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, Mr. [Abraham] Clark and Mr. [Edmimd] Randolph, 
to whom were referred a letter of 28 August, and one erf 
7 [6] instant from the superintendant of finance: 

The Comiuittee to whom was referred the letter of Uie 6^ of 
November 1781 with its enclosures from the SuperintendaQt of 
finance, report, in part, as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the resolution of the 2- instant, 
as declares, "that certificates which may be given by the 
Quartennaster general or other Officers properly authtnnsed 
to ^ve them for supplies that shall be hereafter fumi^ed, 
shall be accepted in payment of the quotas of money tho^by 
assigned to the several states," be and hereby is repealed. 

The Committee beg leave to inform Congress, that they have made 
no report, touching the repeal of those parts of the reaolution, which 
relate to the future adjustment of payments under the requimtion 
of the 2"^ instant, and certificates, to be received in dischai^ of 
fonner requisitions: ae they are opposed to the repeal thereof.' 

On motion of Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Bee, 

Resolved, That letters to and from the secretary for fca'eigQ 
afffurs be carried free of postage. 

The Committee to whom were referred the memorial and papers of 
Major John Clark beg leave to report as their opinion; 

That the claim of Major Clark for depreciation on his pay cannot 
be determined upon with propriety till that of other officers in a hke 
situation shall be taken up by Congress. 

1 ThJi raptKt ia in the Papat i^Ou CotUbnental Congrt*$, No. 148, II, folio 427. 
* Thifl report, in the writing of Edmund Randolph, ie in the Papen of the Qmtintmal 
Cangrai, No. IB, IV, folio 337. 
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lliftt the secret eervices performed by Major Cl&rk are of a nature 
similar to what other ofiicers must have performed for the Commander 
in Chief of the army who alone can properly judge of the degree and 
peculiar merit and recompence of them.' 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1781 

The ordinAnce respecting captiires, was taken into con- 
sideration and debated.' 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1781 

On motion of Mj. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr. 
J[oseph] Jones, 

Ordered, That the President write to the executives of the 
states, requesting the attendance of del^^tes &om such 
states as are not represented, and urging the necessity tA 
sending forward and keeping up a representation in Congress 
for conducting the affairs of the Umted States. 

A motion waa made by the del^ates of Virginia, 

That the first Tuesday of December next, be assigned for 
the consideration of the report of the committee, to whom 
were referred the cessions of New York, Virginia, Connecti- 
cut, and the petitions of the Indiana, Vandalia, Illionois, and 
Wabash companies. 

A motion was made by Mr. .[Thomas] Smith, seconded by 
ftfr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, to amend, by adding, "pro- 
vided that eleven states shall be then represented." 

■ This lepMt, in the vriting of Jamet Lovell, ia in the Paper* of Ou OontauMal 
Gmgnu, Ho. 19, I, folia 573. It wu nude on the Oth and read on the 12tli aa the 
iudwsement riiowB. 

On this day a memorial of Jooeph Ward, dated October 18, 1781, wu referred to 
die Boaid of War, as the indonement diows. It ia ia the Paptn of the CoiutTtental 
Qmgren, No. 41, X, folio 682. 

Mm ft letter of Daniel Brodhead, dat«d October 28; it ia In No. 78, IV, folio 183. 

Alao a letter ol Thomas HcEean, dated on this date; it is m No. 78, ZVI, folio 209. 

Also a letter, of Augtut U, from John de Neufville ASon; it ia in Nc. 145, f<dio79. 

* On this day, according to the indoraemeot, waa read a letter of the Superintendent 
d Pinaace, dated November 9, 1781. It ia in the Papen of tiu Cotaauntid Conyren, 
No. 137, I, folio 223. 

Also a letter of November 8th from Major Qeneral Heath. It ia in No. 157, folio 395 



dbyGoot^le 



1114 Joumala c^ Congress 

On the question to agree to the amendment, the yeas and 
najTB being required by Mr. [Jamee Mitchell] Vamum, 



Uauaektmltt 






Viiyinio, 


Mr. Lovell, 


•y 




Mr. Jonia, 


Fartridxe, 


V 


•y 


Midi«>n, 


Oi«ood, 


no 




Rudolph, 


Bhid, Ulmd, 






North OroUm, 


Mr.Moiny, 


DO 


diT. 


Mr. HtwUn., 


Vunum, 


•y 


SoiOh OaroUita, 


amMOiail, 






Mr. Middlelon, 


Mr. Law, 


no 


• 


Bee, 








Greleigh, 


Mr. HoDt^meiy, 


•y 




aecrgit,, 


Atlee, 


•y 


•y 


Mr. TeUair, 


T. Smith, 


»y 




N. W. Jone. 


Ihryh^d, 








Mr. HuuoD, 


no 


diT. 




CuroU, 


•y 





no)* 



So it passed in the n^jative. 

On the question to agree to the main question, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. Jloseph] Jones, 







I'oyinii, 




Mr. LoreU, 


no 


Mr.J.Jone., 


ay 


Fuiridfe, 


DO no 


Madiaon, 


ay 


Osgood, 


DO 


Randolph, 


ay 


Skodiiaaid, 




North Oat^m, 




Mr. Howiy, 


:;)di,. 


Mr. Hawkins, 


no 


Vamum, 


South Carolmii, 










ay 


Mr. Law, 


no)« 


Eyeloigh, 


ay 






Qtortia, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 


Mr. TeUair, 


ay 


Atlee, 


ay ay 


N. W. Jonsa, 


»y 


Smith, 


ay 






Jfovbni, 








Mr. Haneon, 


•y|a. 






CuroU, 


ayl'^ 






So the question Tvas lost. 
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On a r^Kfrt of the Board of War on a memorial of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Weibert: 

Wae Oftiob Novmiler IS^ 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have considered the memorial of Lieut. Col. Weibert and 
examined his credentials by irtiich it appeara that this Gentleman's 
claim to the Commission he requires, under the resolution of the 14*^ 
of August 1776 is well founded, and as he has done and sufFered much 
for this Country and its cause we are of opinion that a Commission 
should issue to him and that it would be right and proper for Con- 
gress should they agree in opinion with us to resolve. 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general for three months' pay and submstence 
in favour of lieutenant Colonel Weibert of the corps of 



On a r&gvct of a committee, conosting of Mr. pSdmund] 
Randolph, Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, ap- 
pointed to prepare the form of notice to be given to the 
legislative or executive authority of the State of Connecticut, 
on the petition &om the supreme executive council of Pen- 
sylvania, respecting a dispute between the two states: 
Congress agreed to the follomng resolutions: 

Whereas the president and supreme executive council of 
the State of Pensylvania, have presented a petition to the 
United States in Congress assembled, stating, that a con- 
troversy has long submated between the said State of Pensyl- 
\&xa& and the State of Connecticut, respecting sundry lands 
lying within the northern boundary of the State of Pensyl- 
vania, and praying for a hearing, in pmrsuance of the 0th 
article of the Confederation: 

Rewlved, That the fourth Monday in June next, be assigned 
for the appearance of the said states of Pensylvania and 
Connecticut, by their lawful agents, at the place in which 
Congress shall then be sitting. 

■ This lepcxt is in the Paptn of l}\e Ctmttncntat Congrat, No. 146, II, folio 435. 
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B e ooW e ^t Th at- tb ft S up re mo ETBcnla¥ fr Coiuieil^)f tho S t a to e f ■ P c Ba - 
B ylT M iia ea uDo tb e^ fellowiBg - Do t io a tog ct h a p wi t h ■ Copy of tho o > id 
P e ta ti oo to b e ddyo c w fl d on t h e L e gifll » ti¥ e a nth c rity of tin> TB to t «»of 
C e np ce ti e at by th e d e lW e ty th ere of to t ho Oov e nio> of Connoeti e oti 
a nd t he t-a n a ffldarit of - th e tim e a nd • pl aee- uf s uming t h e dmh c b e 

B e rt in th e offlee of tfie Sc e i 'e t a Fy - of CongHMfe 

Resoh^, That the form of the notice be as follows, to be 
transmitted by the secretary agreeably to the Articles of 
Confederation: 

By the United States in Congress assembled, in the city of 
Philadelphia, on the 14th day of Novembw, in the year 
of om- Lord one thousand seven hundred and ei^ty-one, 
and in the sixth year of independence: 

To the le^u^tive authority of the State of Connecticut: 

It is hereby made known, that pursuant to the ninth article 
of the Confederation, the supreme executive council of the 
State of Pensylvania, have presented a petition bo Congress, 
stating that a controversy has long subsisted between the 
said State of Pensylvania, and the State of Connecticut, 
respecting sundry lands lying on tho ooot bpanoh of tho rivoj 
S uflqaohonmi in tho northooot part of tho oounty of North 
wnpton within [within the northern boundary] of the said 
State of Pensylvania, and praying for a heating in pursuance 
of the ninth article of the Confederation; and that the [4th 
Monday in June] next, is assigned for the appearance of the 
said States of Pensylvania and Connecticut, by their lawful 
agents, at the place in which Congress shall then sit, to pro- 
ceed in the premises as by the said Confederation is directed. 

By order of Congrera, 

Chahles Thomson, (Secretary.* 

' ThiB report, in the writing of Edmund Randt^ph, except Qie words in brackets 
in the Uat paragnph, which m in C3uriw Thomson's hand, is in the Pafen oj At 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1781 

On a report of a committee, con»sting of Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. J[o8eph] Jones, Mr. N{obIe] Wpmberly] Jones, 
to whom waa referred a letter from the officers returned from 
Charlestown: 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the officers of 
the South Carolma and Geoi^a Ime, report the following, 

Betolved, That Congrees will relmbuise the expeitces incurred hy 
the officers returned from Captivity, on th^ removal from Charies 
Town to I^iiladelphia. 

Ordered, That the siud letter be referred to the superin- 
tendant of finance, to take order for the discharge of three 
months' subsistance, in addition to the pay ordered by the 
resolve of Coi^ress of 29 September last: 

That the compkoller settle the accounts of the officers 
from Charlestown, for the expences incurred by them on 
thdr removal to Philadelphia. 

Retolved, That the Board of War supply the officers with such 
doathing as the public stores will admit on account of the states to 
whidi they belong.' 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1781 

Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, a del^ate for Connecticut, attended, 
and took his seat. 

On a report from the Board of War, to whom was referred 
a motion of Mx. [James Mitchell] Varaum, 

ContMmtat Onvtcm, No. 20, II, folio 133. The pangniA la eoterad In tfaa Jomnal 
by Gvage Bond. 

A letter, of November 12, frcHii DecontureB Tjh».i«j yna ie*d wid roferred to dia 
Board of War, aa the indonemeDt dunra. It i> in the Pajm of Ac Omtvuntai Cbn- 
ffrew. No. 78, XII, folio 197. 

Also a letter, of October 29, bom Qeneral Schuyler. It ia in No. 163, III, fcdio 681. 

AlBO»letter,of NovemberSthifromHajwGenraalHeath. ItisinNo. 1S7, folio 399. 

> Thia repOTt, in the writing of Daidel CarroU, ia in the Paptri q^ Ae Continental 
Cmgrtu, No. 20, II, folio 411. 

A letter, of November 9th, from Uajor General Heath, waa read on thia or an approxi- 
mate date. It ia in the Papm tif iht Qm^nmUU Cmifrttt, No. U7, folio 411. 
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War Office November 1&^. 1781. 

The Board have Considered the motion referred to them by Con- 
gress on the 19*" of October last and beg leave to observe that it 
appears to them that the present mode of drawing warrants for the 
pay of the Army is pr^nant with many and great evils and if con- 
tinued will finally so derange and confuse the army accounts in the 
Paymaster General's office as to render a settlement almost imprac- 
ticable if not impossible. We therefore submit the following resolu- 
tion: 

Remlved, That in future no warrant iasue in favour of offi- 
cers or BoldieiB in actual service, for pay or Bubsistance, but 
by the Commander in Chief, or the conunanding officer of a 
eeperate army.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, seconded 
by Mr. [Thomaa] Bee, 

That General Washington be directed to extend his atten- 
tion to the farther relief of the southern states, and that he 
fflther lead thither such part of the main army, as he may 
think expedient, or if he should judge his presence there 
unnecessary, that he detach such additional reinforcements 
to General Greene, with cannon, artillery, and stores requisite, 
as may enable him to act offensively, and with such vigour as 
to afford a prospect of conquest in that quarter, or at least 
of expelling the enemy from thence during the ensuing winter, 
whilst northern operations are impracticable.' 

On the question to agree te this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, 



New EamptMre, 




Rhode hland, 


Mr. LiTermore, 


no)« 


Mr. Mowty, 






Vamum, 


Mr. LoveU, 


no 


Ctmn«*ictrf, 


Partridge, 


no no 


Mr. Law, 


Osgood, 


no 


Wolcott, 



> This report is in the Paper* oftiu Cmttnental Ccmgrat, No. 148, II, foUo 439. 
1 This modon, in the writing of Arthur Hiddletoa, isin th« Pap«r«o/(A< Ctmlinentol 
OonffrtMt, No. 36, I, folio 231 . 
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ay 



Nea Jeney, South OavUna, 

Mr. Clai^ DO } * Mr. Middleton, 

Pmnayhania, Bee, 

Mr. Montgomeiy, no | Motte, 

AUee, no \ no Ereleigh, 

Smith, no I Georgia, 

Ifyrytand, Mr. Telfair, 

Mr. Hanson, no I , N. W. Jones, tt-v I '^ 

Carroll, no J 

Vir^nia, 
tir. Uadiaon, no 1 

Randolph, no f 

So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James IVfitchell] Vamum, 
seconded by Mr. [Geoi^] Partridge, 

That it be resolved, that the resolution of 25 of May 
last, establishing a general rule of promotion, precludes the 
United States in Congreee assanbled, &om promoting any 
officer, on account of extraordinary merit or eminent serv- 
ices, contraiy to the rule of succession therein mentioned. 

And on the question to f^ree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 



New HampsTtire, 






tbryUnd, 


Mr. LiTermore, 


no 


« 


Mr. Hanson, 


Uiutaelauietta, 






CaiToU, 


Mr. Faitridgs, 


no 




yiryimo. 


Osgood, 


no 


no 


Mr. J. Jonei, 


Shade leUoid, 






Madison, 


Mr. Momy, 


•7 


diy. 


Randolph, 


Vamum, 


no 


BrnthOaroKui, 


thnMdieia, 






Mr. Middleton, 


Mr. Lav, 


no 




Bee, 


Woloott, 


no 


no 


Motl», 


NewJeney, 






Georgia, 


Mr.aark, 


ay 


« 


Mr. TeUair, 








N.W.Jones, 


Mr. Mont^meiy, 


no 






Atlee, 


«y 


no 




Smith, 


no 
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So it passed in the negative. 

The report of a comimttee, consisting of Mr. [James Mitch- 
ell] Vamxun, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery and Mr. [James] 
Lovell, to whom was referred the letter of 31 October last, 
from General Washington, with letters &om Brigadier Gen- 
eral du Fortail, was taken into conmderation, and on the 
first proposition, that in consideration of the eminent serv- 
ices of Bi^adier General Knox, commanding officer of the 
artillery of the United States, and particularly of his meri- 
torious conduct in the si^e of York, in the State of Mi^inia; 
he be promoted to the rank of major general: 

The previous question was moved by the states of South 
Carolina and Geor^; and the yeas and nays required 
thereon, 



New Hampshire, 






JtoyfaKi, 






Mr. Livennore, 


□o 


* 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 










CarroU, 


no 


no 


Mr. Lovell, 


no 




Virginia, 






Partridge, 


no 


no 


Mr. Jonee, 


no 




Osgood, 


no 




Madison, 


no 


no 


Rhodtlilmi, 






Bandolph, 


no 




Mr. Mowry, 


no 




Sotia Cbralino, 






Vftmum, 


no 


no 


Mr. Middleton, 


•y 




ChraitcUml, 






Bee, 


«y 


*y 


Mr. Law, 


no 




Motte, 


»7 




WoIcoU, 


no 


no 


Oeorjia, 












Mr. Telfair, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




N. W. Jons., 


ay 


Atlee, 


ay 


no 








Smith, 


no 











So it passed in the n^ative. 

On the question to agree to the main question, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [James] Lovell, 
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Nm BimfAm, 




J&rjAMx!, 




Mr. Uvennore, 


•y)* 


Mr. Hanson, 


•y 






Carroll, 


*y 


Mr. LoTeU, 


•y 


firjimo, 




Purtridgo, 


ay ay 


Mr. J. Jones, 


«y 


Osgood, 


ay 


Madison, 


«y 


auOeldand, 




Randolph, 


«y 


Mr. Mowry, 


TyH'- 


SoiA Oardvna, 




Vamum, 


Mr. Middleton, 


no 


OomueliciU, 




Bse, 


no 


Mr. Law, 


'yl„ 


Motto, 


no 


Wolcott, 


ayj'J' 


Otorgia, 








Mr. TeUair, 


no 


Mr. Montgomeiy, 


•yl 


N. W. Jones, 


no 


Atloe, 


no ay 






Smith, 


«y 







So the question was lost. 

On a fwther consideration of the report: 

Revived, That Brigadier General du Portail, commanding 
officer of the corps of en^neers, in consideration of his meri- 
torious services, and particulariy of his distinguished conduct 
in the ai^e of York, in the State of Virginia, be, and he ia 
hereby promoted to the rank of major genaikl. 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Gouvion, of the corps 
of en^neers, receive the brevet of colonel. 

Resolved, That Captun Rochefontaine, of the corpe of 
en^neers, receive the brevet of major. 

Resolved, That Major General du Portiul and Colond 
Gouvion have leave of absence from the United States for 
the space of six months.^ 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee, 

■ This leptfft, in the ifriting of Jamea Uitchell Viniuni, if in tbe Paptn qf lib 
OoHtinenial Oongrm, No. 10, VI, fdio 369. 
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Resolved, That the Board of War arrange the officers M 
the South Carolina and Georgia lines, agreeably to the estab- 
lishment of the army, adopted on the 3d day of October, 

1780, and in Buch manner ae the lines of other states have 
been arranged. 

At a Boud cw Wab November Iff^ 1781. 

Present M' Petera 

General Cornell 

The Board have conudered tiie memorial of the deranged Penn- 
qrlTfUiia officers referred to t^em by Congress. Notwithstanding tiie 
ailments made use of 1^ those gentlemen we cannot be convinced 
that conndering the inadequate means Congress have to cany on the 
War it is practicable to pay any but those in actual service at this 
time and even these but very partially. We conceive that there is a 
wide distinction between gentlemen liberated from service and ihoaa 
liable to be called on duty at a moment's wamiog. The former have 
it in their power to pursue their private business but the latter depend 
entirely on the appointments they expect from the public. If the 
State of Penns^vama have made a law subjecting their deranged 
officers to be called into service as a condition on which th^ are to 
receive their half pay or on any other terms we do nob conceive it 
can possibly be executed eo as to entitle them to be placed again in 
the line of the federal army. This would be contrary to the letter 
and spirit of the resolutions of Congress and would temd to convulse 
the whole Army. The monies paid to the officers of the Pennsylvaitia 
line were drawn for agreeable to resolution of the 28"* Februaiy 

1781, calling for part of the four tenths to pay the linee of the respec- 
tive States. The deranged officeis not being in the lAnea no warrants 
could be granted to them, tho' the pay is certunly due to them, and 
if Congress can fall upon ways and means to satdsfy the deranged 
officeiB of every State, we shall be happy to put in execution any 
directions they may give us. But to pay those of one State and not 
tiie rest will be introductory of so much complaint, that we cannot 
recommend a compliance with the deare of l^e memorialists, tho' we 
have the best opinion of their personal merits.* 

■Thuiep()rtfaiiithePap<no/fl«(>ttm«iaaICEni;raM, No. 14B, II,itdb>4a. It 
JB indoned November IS and wu praeimiBbly read thii da;. 

On October 27 the Senate and House of R«praMnUtivee of HaHachosetto paceed 
raKilutions instructing the Delegatee inCongrwa for Hanachtisetto louae their influence 



dbyGoot^le 



November, 1781 



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1781 

Mr. [William] Ellay and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, two dele- 
gates for Hhode-Island, attended and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Smith, 

Reaolwd, That Richard Pet^B, esq. be authorised and 
requested to continue to exercise the duties of the war 
department, until the secretary at war shall enter upon the 
execution of his office.' 

in onler Ihftt iDStnictionB be Bent to the ministara appointed to negotiate a peace 
to ioaiet upon the exerciMol the right of ManacbuaeUa to the fisheries. This instruc- 
tion WM probably presented lo Congrea November 17 and referred to a committee 
comiffiaed of Ifr. (Jameel Lovell, Hr. [Daniel] Canoll and Hr. [Jamea] Madison. It 
k ind<s8ed: "Hr. LoveU, Mr. CairoU, Mr. Modiaon, November 17, 1781." It is in 
the Papen ofth* CmOmmtal Cmgreu, No. 74, folio 189. 

* A memOTial of Celerin Bronard vu read. It ia in Uie Papen qf &e ContmmbU 
Coagnu, No. 41, 1, folio 379. The report of the Committee ot the Week, in the writ- 
ing of Jamea Mitchell Tamum, that Broaeard'H petition to exchange paper money for 
gold and ailver cannot be granted, ia indorsed on hia memorial. 

Also a letter from P. Bremar, on which ia indorsed the repwt of the Committee of 
the Week, in the writing of Thomas Bee, that it be referred to the Board erf War. It 
fa in No. 78, IV, folio 269. 

Also one from William Bin^tam. It is in No. 78, IV, folio 273. 

Undffl date November 16 Cupar Oreen made a petition to Congress. By tbe 
fndonement it appears that the Committee of the Week reported on November 10 that 
it could not be complied with at that time. I%e petition and report are in No. 42, 
ni, folio 240. 

A letter of November 14 from John Rom was read this day and ordered to lie upon 
the table, according to the indorsement. It is in No. 78, XIX, folio 423, and the 
report of the Conunfttae ot the Week, that his petition is inadmissible. Is indomed on 
it, in the writing ot James Mitchell Vamum. 

A letter of the 17th from the Superinteudant ot Finance was read and referred to Mr. 
[Esekiell Cranell, Mr. [Edmund] lUndolph and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, according to 
the indorsement. It is in No. 137, I, folio 233. 

A lettct ot November 4th from Oeneral Washington was read, according to the indras^ 
ment, and referred to the Board of War. It is in No. 152, X, folio 383. 

Also a letter of Novambe* 14th from Major Oeneral Heath. It is in Ho. 157, folio 416. 

Also a letter of Novranber 19th bom Major General Daporlail. It is in No. 164, 
lolioSM. 

Also ft letter <rf Ma; ^ &om John de Neufville A Son; it is in No. 145, folio 60. 
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TUESDAY. NOVEMBER ao. 1781 

On a report of the Board of War to whom was referred a 
memoiial of F. Bremar: 

Wab OmcK November ftT* 1781. 

The Board haTing taken into consdenition the memorial of T. 
Branar Esq. late deputy Oommiasary of miuterB in the Soathem 
Department, referred to them from Congreaa and beg leave to obserre 
that the case of this gentleman is in every particular ginnil"' to that 
of Lieut. Colonel Maasey late Muster Mast«r of that Anny, who haa 
Teceived three months' effective pay by the reaolution of the 28'^ 
September last, and aa the Board conceive that the aerrices and mi»- 
fortunee of the memorifdist entitle him to the sune distinctioDs, that 
have been shown to Colonel Massey they beg leave to recommend 
the following resolution: 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of F. Bremar, Esquire, late 
deputy muster master to the southern army for three months* 
pay on accoimt, for which sum he is to be accountable.' 

On a report of the Board of War, on an application of 
lieutenant Jenldns: 

At a Board of Wab Novanber 16^, 1781. 
Prewnt, IT Peters 

General Cornell 

lieutenant Jenkins hath applied to the Board agreeable to his 
ordras of which the enclosed is a copy and hath presented the enclosed 
copy of a petition to the Assembly of Connecticut the prayer whereof 
he alledgee was not comphed with. 

It appears reasonable to the Board that the State of Connecticut 
should settle the depreciation of those ofiBcers and soldiers pay as 
they are part of that State's quota at this time, and incorporated in 
one of their Raiments; unless that State acknowledges them the 
Board are at a loss to know on what principles they are accounted as 
part of their quota having never been at any ezpence in recruiting 
or paying their bounties. It is needless to say more than that they 
are soldiers and inhabitants of the Uni£ed States and the only reason 
that induces the Board to think the State of Connecticut ought to 

> Thi» report ia in the Pa'pvt ttfOie QmUnentid Congreu, No. 148, II, fc^ tt3. 
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make good their depreciation, is their being in the service of that 
State. 

If Congreas should be of opinioD that the depreciation ought to be 
settled by Connecticut they vill please to resolve — 

That it be tecoaunended to the State of Connecticut to settle the 
depreciation of the pay of those officers and soldiers of the Inde- 
pendent Companies raised at VFioming who are now in service, and 
incorporated in the Regiments of that State on the same principles 
adopted l^ them for the officers and soldiers of their Lind.> 

Resolved, That the two independent companies rwsed by 
Captuns Durkee and Kaosom, be considered as part of the 
quota of troops of the State of Connecticut, in whose legi- 
ments they are incorporated; provided the said State settle 
with them for the depreciation on their pay; and that it be 
recommended to the said State of Connecticut, to settle the 
depreciation of their pay upon the same principles adopted 
by them for the officers and soldiers of their line. 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
to whom was referred a letter of 17 November, from [the] 
supei^tendant of finance: 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the Agent of 
H&rine of the 17^ of November 1781 respecting the institution of 
Courts of Inquiry report as follows: 

That by the resolution of the 7'^ of Februaiy 1781, constituting Uie 
Secretaryship of Marine, the Secretary derives no power to institute 
a Court of Liquiry, either from special words, or from the rofetence 
to the resolution of the 28*'' of October 1779, establishing a Board of 
Admiralty since that Board derived their authority on this subject 
from a resolution of the 8^ of February 1780. 

That the Agent of Marine is not authorized to exercise the powers 
of the Board of Admiralty in this respect as they were not delegated 
to him by special words, nor was there a general transfer of the 
powers of that Board to the Agent of Marine, Whereupon: 

Resolved, That the powers vested by the resolutions of the 
8 of February, 1780, in the Board of Admiralty and navy 

' Tliie Kport u in the Popen o/lhe QmlinftUal Cvngrm, No. 148, II, folio 4fi7. 
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board Tespectively, in caae of the loea of any ship c/f v oo b gI 
of war in the aervice of the United States, be vested in the 
secretary of marine; or until he be appointed and enter upon 
the execution of his office, in the agent of marine; except 
that neither the secretary nor agent of marine shall be author- 
ised to fflt in any court of enquiry. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the secretary or ageot 
of marine, to transmit to the United States in Congress 
assembled, the proceedings of ony oonrt of inquiry b o l doB 
undof the anid iwiolnfeoB - witii - hi B own p g ooooding a— « 
oonaoqnonoo tboroof oo w e ti o s feo e e of courts^nartial pre- 
vious to the execution of any c{4>ital sentence which may be 
awarded. 

Rest^vedf That the powers and duties hereto asagned to 
the secretary or agent of marine, be assigned to the superin- 
tendant of finance, to be exercised by him until such secre- 
tary or agent of marine shall be appointed.' 

Raolved, That the Board of Wu caose to be ddivered to the order 
of the delegates of Korth Carolina, vith all poamble dispatch, one 
thousand miukets of those lately taken from the enemy in Virginia, 
vhich tt^ether with the order given for the like number by the 
Board on Oen««I Knox, when recetved, is to be considered as the 
completion of the resolutiim of the 26R at April last, so far as respects 
the said State. 

Resolved That the Board of War caose to be delivered with the 
said muskets, two thousand cartridge boxes, nx thousand gun flints, 
two thousand pounds gun powder, twenty thousand cartridges, one 
thousand pound of musket ball from the military ebtrrea taken from 
the enemy in Virginia, and charge the same to the said State.* 

■ Thia report, in the writing ot Edmund Tt«™<"lrh, ja in the Papn qfAt QmintRttt 
Oongrtu, No. 19, IV, folio 33». 

'Tbewreacdiitiaoa, in tlie witting (d Benjandn HnrkinB, are in the Pepm of thi 
OonlMgnial Congrtn, No. 36, I, folio 23fi. They were preMnted on this day, u the 
indocNmant ahowa, and refened to the Board oi War. 
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At a Boabd of Wae Novemher 16^ 1781. 

Present, M' Peters 

General Cornell 

The Board have conmdered the motion made by General Vamum 
and referred to them by Congress and report the following resolutions: 

Resohed, That from and after the first day of January next no more 
General Officers be retained in the field than shall be absolutely neces- 
sary for the command of the troops in service. 

Reaolved, That the Commander in Chief do from time to time &fl 
occasion may require make known to the Secretaiy at War the num- 
ber of General Officers that he ahali deem neceeeary to be in the field 
in the mun and separate armies, and different parts of the United 
States and that upon the receipt thereof the Secretaiy at War shall 
issue his orders to such General Officers as he shall think proper to 
remun in or take the field for the purpose of completing the said 
nmnber. 

Betdfiotd, That all General Officers not in the field agreeable to the 
aforegoing resolutions shall be considered to be on the half pay estab- 
lishment liable to be called into the field by the Secretaiy at War, 
whenever his services shall be necessaiy, unless such officer shall 
choose to remain on the half pay establishment, in which case it 
shall be at the election of the officer provided he make it at the time he 
first enters upon the half pay establiahmmt and certifies the same to 
the Secretary at War. 

Provided also that whenArer any officer takes the field in obedience 
to orders from the Secretary at War, he shall receive every allowance 
and emolument that officers in actual service are entitied to during 
the time of his continuance in actua.' command. 

Resolved, That theCommander in Chief be and he is herel^ requested 
to conform himself aa near as circumstances will permit, in pointing 
out the number of General Officers necessary to be in the field from 
time to time to the following proportion to wit, That the command 
of a Brigadier General conedst of three Raiments when complete 
otherwise of ughteen hundred rank and file, and that a Major General 
be retained for every two Brigadiers exclusive of separate Depart- 
ments.* 

"D^ wportisia the Paptn of the Cominental Ctmgnn, No. 148, II,(oUo479. It 
iilndtned: "HoT«mbw20, 1781, poatponed." 

On this day, KCcnUng to the indonement, a letter dat«d July 30, from Rswlei^ 
Oobton, diMd Oftpe FnuiQob July 39, 1781, wm retarred to the Secretuy of Foraign 
Afhin. It ia in the Paptn of (A« Coniinmtal Confrui, No. 78, VI, folio 47. 

A1m> % letter of October 2Mh from Generk! Greene wm rewi and rrfemd to th« 
Boudo<Wu. It lain No. 156, II, folio 361. 

8688!*— TOi, !I— la 28 
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WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER ai. 1781 

On s report of a committee, conedBting of Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomray, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, and Mr. [Edmund] 
Randolph, to repent on the arraDgemoit of the Freadent's 
house, 

Resolved, That the attendants of the President's house 
consist of one steward, and such others as may be foimd 
necessary not oaeoodin g o^ t; and that they be appointed 
and rraooved at pleasure, by the President of Congress: 

That all sums of money necessary for the expences of the 
house, be drawn for by the President, and paid to the steward : 

That the steward keep a r^ular account of all receipts 
and disbursements, and of furniture, and utensils broken, 
lost or purchased, and deliver to the secretary of the Presi- 
dent on the first day of every month, a fair copy thereof.' 

On a report of the Board of War, to whom waa referred a 
letter of 19th, from Major General du Portul, requesting 
the brevet of c^tain for Mr. de Castaing, his aid : 

Was Omos November SO*. 1781. 

SlB, 

On the letter from General Duportail referred bj Congress to the 
Board of War, respecting the case of Lieuteoant De Castaing, I take 
the liberty of repealing, 

That M' De Castaing appeals from the arrangement of the anny 
to be at this time a Lieutenant in Colonel Jackson's Begiment and 
to take rank aa such from the 24 day of April 1770. There is no 
doubt but that he ia a deserving officer and has done his duty; but 
unless some very particidar circumstance appear so as to distinguish 
him from the other officers of the army or the regiment in point of 
merit, uneasiness will be created by giving the Brevet requested, and 
the accidental circumstance of his havii^ served in General Dupor^ 
tail's family will not be deemed sufficient by those who are affected 

> This repwt. In the writing d Samuel Oagood, U in th« Faptn of tki ContaiMtal 
Congntt, Ho. 23, fdioSSG. 
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by the promotion. It tnll too no doubt introduce Bimilar claims 
from otber officers ^ho have served in the like c&pacity, and with 
equal merit with M' De Castaing. Congress will be pleased to recol- 
lect that there are several valuable officeis, who have served as Aids 
and have now the same Rank they had the Beginning of the War. 
True it is that in the early period of the War when rank was more 
easily obtained and duty not so clearly designated, those gentlemen 
procured commissions of higher grades than they were entitled to. 
But it is as true, that if many of them had continued in the line they 
would now have commanded regiments, and under this idea some of 
them complain that their promotion is stopped, and would, be glad 
of a precedent whereupon to found their claims to advancement. 
I have troubled Congress so far on this subject as I would not wish 
to appear on slight grounds to contravene the recommendation of 
General Duportul, for which I have the greatest respect. If however 
Congress should not consider these observations as having any weight 
and that the recommendation of General Duportail should be attuided 
to as sufficiently evidencing the particular merit of M' De Castaing, 
they will please to resolve, 

That lieutenant De Castaing receive the Brevet of Captain in 
consideration of his services at the defence of Charleetown in South 
Carolina, and the siege of York in Virginia.' 

Resolved, That the request respecting the promotion of 
LieutenaQt de Castaing, cannot be complied with.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Edmmid] Randolph, seconded 
by Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, that it be recommended to the 
legislatwes of the several states to cause to be taken and 
transmitted to Congress as soon as possible the number of 
the white inhabitants thereof, pursuant to the ninth article 
of the Confederation. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Edmimd] Randolph, 

< Thia report u in the Papert of the Ctnttinental Qmgrett, No. 148, II, (olio 475. 
) Tbii nnlution if in the Pavtn o/lht Continental Congrttt, No. 148, II, folio 478. 
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Nm BamfMrt, 






iKryloni. 




Mr. Livennore, 


«y 


• 


Mr.HuiKin, 


ay 


Mauaehudti, 






Cumll, 


*y 


Mr.Loyell,' 


•y 




Rtb™., 




Ptrtridge, 


•y 


«y 


Mr. Jones, 


«y 


Ongood, 


•y 




Madison, 


«y 


made himd, 






Randolph, 


•y 


Ur. Cornell, 


•y 


div. 


North OroUmi, 




EU^y, 


no 


Mr. Hawldn., 


ay 


CmmcHaa, 






SmaOnXna, 




Mp.Uiw, 


•T 


diT. 


Ur. Middleton, 


ay 


Wdcatt, 


no 


Bee, 


«y 


iVew /«fMy, 






Motte, 


«y 


Hr.CUik, 


•y 


• 


Eveleigh, 


•y 








O«oi»io, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


•y 




Mr. Teliair, 


«y 


Smith, 


•y 


ey 


N.W.Jon.., 


•y 



So the question was lost.* 

THURSDAY, HOVBMBER «, 1781 

The del^ates for the State of Pen^lvania, being re- 
appointed by the general assembly, Mr. J[o8eph] Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Ithomas] Smith and iir. [Samu^ John] Atlee, 
three of the said del^ates, attended, uid produced the 
credentials. 

9tatb of PBITKSTX.TAIIU 

In Assbkblt 
Wednetdoy Noveinber Slat. A. M. 1781 

Punuant to the Order of the Day, the House proceeded to t^ 
Election of Delegatea to repreeent this State in Congrees, and the 
ballots beti^ taken, it appeared that the Honorable Joseph Mont- 

■ A memorial of Cb&riw de Vnj ma nad thb da^ Mid ratened to tiie Bawd irf W»r, 
M th« Indotaematit ihowi. It la in the Paptn of a« CottHnaOal Omgrmi, No. il, 
III, folio ZH. 

A lettei, of Novsmber 2d, from Oenenl Wuhington wu tow] on tliifl day, m the 
indonaroent stat«e, and T«fen«d to the Board of War. It is in th« Papert 0/ At Con- 
tinental Congnu, No. 152, X, folio 375. Another letter, of November 15th, from Gen- 
eral Waahington was read, the indoraement atatas. It ia on folio 396. 



Digitized by VjOO^"* ''^ 



November, i781 1181 

gomery, Thomas Smith (of the County of Bedford), George Clymer, 
Samuel J. Atlee, and Henry Wynkoop esquiree, were duly elected. 
Extract from the Minutes 
Pbtek Z. ZjLOTd 
CUii to iKe General AMemify} 

Congress proceeded to tiie farther coiuideration of the 
report of the committee, on the letter of the 27 October, 
from General Washington; and thereupcm, 

Resolved, That Congress approve of the early and tmre- 
mitted attention of General Washington, to the liberation of 
the southern states from the power of the enany, uid of his 
commmiication of the success of the allied arms, to the 
foreign ministers of the United States.' 

On motion of Mr. [Joe^h] Montgomery, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Smith, 

Resolved, That the establishment of the Post Office as 
agreed to, on the 19 of October last, take place on the 
first day of January next, and that the resolution directing 
lis coomiencement on the first day of December next, be, 
fmd hereby is repealed. 

On a report of a committee, Hcfmsiating of Mr. Jenifer, 
Mi. Sharpe and Mr. Clymer,y to irtuMu was referred a 
memorial of Major Nicholas, 

Resolved, That Major Nicholas's accoimts be settled up to 
the 25 day of August, 1781, at which time he be considered 
as retiring from service.' 

"IhsonpiialiB in thaPapen of the Continental Cangren, Ttameyhfanat, Cndentiaii 
o/DdegaUi. 

' Thia npvi, in the writiiig of Edmund BAndolph, u in the Paptn of the Omtinmtal 
Congrm, N& 19, VI, folio 367. See anU November 7. 

* A letter of Novonber 2Ut from Jacob Schieiber wu read this day, the tndoraement 
rtatea, and nfened to the Baud of War. It Is in the Papen </ the Ctmtimnlal Om- 
prw, No. 148, II, folio M6. 

A letter of November (Hh tnm Qeneral Washington waa read, aa the indonemant 
abitea. It laiuthei'vcrKi^tkt Om/HMnJalOmffrtw, No.152, X, folioSSS. 

Alao * letter of thia date from General lAfayette. It ia in Uie Paper* of&e Qmiir 
nental Conffreu, No. 156, folio 248, and ms referred to lb. [Daniel] CanoU, Ur. 
[Jameg] Hadiaon, and Mr. [Eaekiel] Cornell. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 33. 1781 

Mr. [William] Floyd, a delegate for the State of New York, 
attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment. 

Statb of New York 

In Sknatb October £6{h 1781 
Resolved that the honor&ble Junes Duane, William Flojd, John 
Morin Scott, Ezra L'hommedieu and Egbert Benson EaquireB are 
duly nominated and appointed Delegates to represent this State, in 
(he United States io Congress assembled, for the ensuing year. 
By order of the Senate 

PiBBBB Van Coetlandt Pra^^ 
Attest: 

RobT Bbnbon, Clk: 

On reading a memorial and representation of the le^la- 
ture of the State of New Jersey: ' 

Ordered, That the sud memorial be referred to the super- 
intendant of finance; and that he report, as soon as may be, 
as well on the said memorial as on a reference to him made on 
the same subject, of a plan for liquidating certificates given by 
quartermasters, commissaries and others. 

On a report of the Board of War: 

Wab OmcB November tl, 1781. 
Sm, 

I have the honor to enclose Congress a copy of a circular letter, 
I thought it expedient to write to the Governments of the States of 
Maryland, Delaware Pennsylvania and New Jersey on the subject 
of deserting prisoners. The measures recommended therein will 
only produce a partial remedy. They will serve only to embarrass 
not to prevent Uie practice. I should conceive and indeed I know 
by long experience that nothing but strict confinement will have any 
effect upon the British troops whose attachments to service are not 
to be conquered, nor can they be restrained from desertion by the 

1 The (oigiiuJ u in ttie Paptn of Ou Contmtntal Congnu, New Ynk, Oedentfob 

' Tiaa vaanorial ia in the Papen c^thi CantmentiU Cimgnu, No. 68, folio 683. 
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mildest treatment. It is different with the German troops and many 
of the Scotch are exceptions. It will therefore be necessary that the 
British Prisoners be confined in places picketted in, and those pickets 
flanked with Block houses so as to make a small guard adequate to 
the duty of the Post. This guard should be raised for the particular 
purpose and not consist of militia, who are in general fluctuating, 
careless and undisciplined. The Prisoners should be obliged to hut 
themselves in some plentiful and safe part of the Country as has been 
done by the Convention Troops at little or no expense to the United 
States The British Convention prisoners have their hutts surrounded 
with pickets, but we find this unnecessary as to the Germans. There 
is a great expense accruing from the support of the Women and CIul- 
dren of the British Convention troops, and it is not inconsiderate 
from those of the Germans. I should imagine it would be best to 
send in all the British who are encumbered with families of small 
children. But the Children of soldiers fit to bear arms or even for 
drums and fifes should be counted as prisoners of war. The soldiers 
sent in may be chafed as a debt against the enemy, and in the mean 
time the accession of strei^th to them would not be so great as to 
counterbalance the evils arising to our finances from the support of 
themselves and their families. As to the Germans they might 
chiefly be let out to work to the Inhabitants and if Congress would 
not disapprove of it no inconsiderable revenue might be raised from 
this measure; but should this be disagreeable a saving could be pro- 
duced immediately by suffering them to hire with the Inhabitants. 
Caution in this case would be necessary in distinguishing characters 
both of the prisoners and those hiring them. It might easily be 
known whether individual prisonera would wish to return to Europe 
by examining into their Connections there and their expectations of 
property. As to their diildren many of th^n would be willing to 
bind them out in this Country and those not inclining to do it might 
be obliged thereto by wiUiholding the rations they now draw. This 
would be politic and useful as it would add to the number of Citizens 
immediately — ^fix the affections of the parents so as to induce them 
to become settlers after a peace and most probably attract their 
friends and relatives in Europe so as to produce th^ emigration to 
these States. 

I have taken the liberty to enlarge on this subject thus far because 
I am convinced some immediate measures are necessary. The busi- 
ness of supporting them I humbly conceive falls most properiy within 
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the province of the Superintendant of Finance, and therefore I have 
not troubled Congress with any obeervaticMis on ihe means of furnish- 
ing them with rations. The Financier will no doubt be satisfied with 
me that some period should be fixed on for a ballance or oblivion of 
past accounts and the tsataaj be compelled to support their pnsoneis, 
and not as at present be sufTered to wage war with our Finances 
through the instrumentality of their soldiers, whose captivity' pre- 
vents thur operating in the field. 

Should Congress consider these observations worthy their atten- 
tion they will no doubt be pleased to appoint a Committee to con- 
sider of the matter and make the secaasaiy arrangements, or if more 
agreeable to them to leave the business to tbeir Executive Officers 
they will direct. 

Resolved, That Uie superinteadant of finance and Board 
of War be, and hereby are authorised and directed to take 
immediate order for the safe keeping and support of the 
prisoners of war in the poBseasion of the United States, so aa 
to ensure their safety as much as may be, and to render th^ 
support lees burthensome to the finances of these states.* 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Darnel] 
Carroll, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [Ezekid] GomeU, to whom 
was referred a letter of 22d, from Major General the Marquis 
de la Fayette: 

llie committee to whom was referred the letter of the 22^ instant 
from Major General the Marquis de la Fayette requesting leave of 
absence for the purpose of making a visit to France report the fc^- 
loving resolutions: 

Resolved, That Major General the Marquis de la li^yette 
have permission to go to France; and that he retiun at such 
time as shall be most convenient to him. 

That he be informed, that on a review of his conduct 
throughout the past campaign, and particularly during the 
period in which he had the chief command in Vii^inia, the 

* A copy of Hub noolution, aa aa axtiact from tho minutes, is in tbs Paptn i^Ai 
Contintntal Ctmgn**, No. 149, I, folio IB. Ilie Boud of War's raport is in No. 148, 
n, folio Uft. 
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many new proofs which present themselves of his zealous 
attachment to the cause he has espoused, and of his judg- 
ment, vigilance, gallantry and address in its defence, have 
greatly added to the hi^ opinion entertuned by Congrees 
of his merits and military talents: 

That he make known to the officers and troops whom he 
commanded during that period, that the brave and enter- 
prising services with which they seconded his zeal and efforts, 
and which enabled him to defeat the attempts of an enemy 
far superior in numbers, have been beheld by Ck)ngres8 with 
particular satisfaction and approbation: 

That the secretary of foreign afburs acquaint the mimstero 
plenipotentiary of the United States that it is the desire of 
Congress that they confer 'vrith the Marquis de la Fayette, 
and aviul themsdves of his infOTmatioDS relative to the situ- 
ation of public afffurs in the United States: 

That the secretary of foreign affairs further acquaint the 
minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Vra'saillee, that he 
will conform to the Intention of Congress by consulting with 
and employing the asmstance of the Marquis de la Fayette, 
in accelerating the suppUes which may be afforded by his 
Most Christian Majesty for the use of the United States: 

That the Buperintendant of finance, the seo^tary for 
foreign affairs, and the Board of War, make such communi- 
cations to the Marquis de la Fayette, touching the afffurs of 
their respective departments, as will best enable him to fulfil 
the purpose of the two resolutions immediately preceding: 

That the snperintendant of finance take mder for dis- 
chargii^ the engagement entered into by the Marquis de la 
Fayette, with the merchants of Baltimore, referred to in the 
act of the 24 May last. 

Ordered, That the superintendent of finance furnish the 
Marquis de la Fayette with a proper conveyance to France : ' 

' ^lia reptst, in tiie writing of Junes MwiiBon, is in the Paper* </ At CotUmtnlal 
Congnu, No. 19, II, folios 241 and 248). 
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That the secretary for foreign aSairs report a letter to his 
Most Christian Majesty, to be sent by the Marquis de la 
Fayette.' 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund] 
Randolph, Mr. [Jamee] Duane, Mr. [John] Witherspoou, 
appointed to prepare a recommendation to the states to 
enact laws tar punishing infractions of the laws of nations: 

The committee, to whom was referred the motion for a recom- 
mendation to the several l^islatures to enact punishmenta against 
violators of the law of nations, report: 

That the scheme of criminal justice in the several states does not 
sufficiently comprehend offenses against the law of nations : 

That a prince, to whom it may be hereafter neceesary to disavow 
any transgression of that law by a citizen of the United States, will 
receive such disavowal with reluctance and suspicion, if regular and 
adequate punishment shall not have been provided against the 
transgreesOT : 

That as instances may occur, in which, for the avoidance of war, 
it may be expedient to repair out of the public treasury injuries com- 
mitted by individuals, and the property of the innocent be exposed 
to reprisal, the author of those injuries should compensate the 
damage out of his private fortune. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the l^^atm^s of the 
several states to provide expeditious, exemplary and ade- 
quate punishment: 

First. For the violation of safe conducts or passports, 
expressly granted under the authority of Congress to the 
Bubjecte of a foreign power in time of war: 

Secondly. For the commission of acts of hostility against 
such as are in amity, league or truce with the United States, 
or who are within the same, under a general implied safe 
conduct: 

Thirdly. For the infractions of the immunities of ambas- 
sadors and other public ministers, authorised and received as 

' The reaoludons in regud to the Marquia de la Fayette wera ilao entered in the 
muiuecript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. They are printed in the iHpIomatw 
Conttponderut of /A« Antriean Rmolution (Wharton), IV, 857. 
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such by the United States in Congress assembled, by animad- 
verting on violence offered to their persons, houses, [cfurnages 
and property, mider the limitations allowed by the usages of 
nations; and on disturbance given to the free exercise of 
th^ rehgion: by annulling all writs and processes, at any 
time sued forth against an ambassador, or other public min- 
ister, or agiunst their goods and chattels, or against their 
domestic servants, whereby his person may be arrested: 
and, 

Fourthly. For infractions of treaties and conventions to 
which the United States are a party. 

The preceding being only ihoeo offences against the law of 
nations which are most obvious, and public faith and safety 
requiring that punishment should be co-extensive with such 
crimes: 

Resolved, That it be farther recommended to the several 
states to erect a tribunal in each State, or to vest one already 
existing with power to decide on offences against the law of 
nations, not contained in the foregoing enumeration, under 
convenient restrictions. 

Reeolved, That it be farther recommended to authorise 

suits to be instituted for damages by the party injured, and 

for compensation to the United States for damage sustained 

by them from an injury done to a foreign power by a citizen.] ' 

On the 23d of November, 1781, the secretary for for- 

ogn aff^rs laid before Congress the following " heads of 

a verbal communication" made to him by the minister 

of France: ' 

■ Thia report, in the wriliiig of Edmund Rwidolpb, ia in the Paptn o/tJie Ctfntmmttd 
Cimgrtit, No. 28, folio 197. 

The port in bracketa wu entered in the Journa] by Oeoise Bond. 

'This "verbal communication" and the letter from Count de Vergennes were not 
«ntned in the Public Journal, but are printed in the Secret Journal, Fonign Afiairs, 
under date of January 25, 1782, and following the "plan of a convention reepecting 
consular powen" adcqited on that day. Tbey are also printed in the Diplomatic 
Comtponiknee oftite Anuritan Rnolution (Wbarton), IV, 860, under date of Novem- 
ber 23, 1781. 
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The minister of France inf(»ined the secretary tm 
fraeign a£F^TS, that the Count de Vergennes, in a letter 
to him of the 7th of September, 1781, assured him that 
the King of France had received with great pleasure an 
account of Mr. Adams, Mr. Franklin, and Mr. Ja3r'8 
appointment to the place of ministers for the negotiation 
of peace; and after expresrai^ favourable BNitiments of 
them, and Mr. Jefferson, from his general reputation, 
adds, that they have little reason to hope the assistance 
of Mr. Laurens, mnce the enemy will probably continue 
his captivity during the war. That the king accepted 
with pleasure the proofs which Congress have given him 
of their confidence when they intrusted to his care the 
mteresta of the United States. That he would use hia 
influence and credit for the advantage of his allies, 
whenever a negotiation should rendra their interests a 
subject of discussion. That if he did not obtain for 
every state all they wished, they must attribute the 
sacrifice he might be compelled to make of his inclina- 
tions, to the tyrannick rule of necessity. That however 
he had no reason to believe that the evaits of the cam- 
pugn would make an unfavourable change in the situar 
tion of affairs; and that from the present view of them, 
he had no cause to dread a disadvantageous peace. The 
Count adds, that he presumes Mr. Adams has communi- 
cated to Congress his Majesty's refus^ to accede to the 
terms of the mediation of the imperial courts, until they 
should agree to acknowledge the American plenipoten- 
tiaries in the manner most conformable to the dignity 
of the United States; and observes thereon, that if the 
king was so attentive to a matter of form (though it 
might indeed in our present ratuation be considered as 
important,) he would not be less tenacious of our more 
essential interests, which he will be zealous to promote, 
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as far as circumBtances will allow. But that if notwith- 
standing this, Congress, or even a considerable part of 
ita members, Bhould r^ret the confidence they had 
placed in his Majesty, or wish to free their ministers 
from, this restraint, his Majesty would not disapprove 
the measure; provided they made their ministers an- 
swerable, as in justice they should be, in proportion to 
the powers with which they invested them. He ex- 
presses his satisfaction at the extensive powers with 
which the ministers are invested as to the matter of 
boundary, and the truce, which he says, the interests of 
France as well as of us, require to be as Iraig as possible. 
With respect to the statu quo, he says, that though from 
the number of their conquests it would be beneficial both 
to France and Spain, yet it has not entered into their 
system so far as it regards America, and that his Majesty 
accordingly refused to accede to the plan of negotiation 
proposed by the mediating powers, which held up that 
idea. He exhorts the minister to recommend to Con- 
gress the most vigorous exertions, and to assure them 
that the expulsion of the enemy from this continent 
depends in a gteat measure on the exertion of the United 
States; that France would be able to afford us very 
little assistance; fuid that Britain, so far from discover- 
ing any inclination to peace upon reasonable terms, 
absolutely refused the plcm of n^otiation proposed by 
the mediating powers; so that arms alone could compel 
her to it. He mentions that the king, being apprehen- 
sive that the capture of the Marguis de la Faydie might 
reduce us to some difficulties, had ordered her cai^ to 
be replaced immediately; and that in consequence of 
applications from the states of Virginia and Maryland, 
he had ordered a number of arms and militaiy stores to 
be shipped to them, subject however to the order of 
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CongresB. That this, and the cargo dengned to Teplace 
that of the Marquis de la Fayette, were to be paid for 
out of the loan n^otiated in HoUfmd, which he had 
occaami to think would be completed. He expreeees a 
desire that the plan for the appointment of craisuls 
should be digested and adopted, as the Court of France 
wished to make it the basis of some commercial ansuige- 
ments between France and the United States. 

The secretary f(ff foreign affairs farther informed Con- 
gress that the minister of France bad communicated to 
him the following extract of a letter &om the Count 
de Vergennes, which he had transmitted to the supei^ 
intendent of finance. 

Extract of a letter from the Count de Veigennes, 
September 7, 1781 : 

" We think that since the arrival of Colonel Laurens, 
you have stopped the bills of Mr. Morris on us, on 
Messn. Le CouteuJx. If the superintendent has not 
foHowed your advice, he will cause us some embarrass- 
ment, as we have not destinated any fund for that arti- 
cle. We have peremptorily declared to Dr. Franklin, 
that we will not in future discbaige any bills that had 
not been drawn with your consent. As to you, sir, we 
cannot but repeat our former instructionB on this sub- 
ject; and we direct you to authorise no draft even for a 
small sum." 

Wah Office yovemher XS. 1781. 
Sm, 

On consideriDg the memoml of Captain Schreiber, who aa an 
Engineer recdved his appointment from General Lincoln, when com- 
manding at Charlestown having been a Captain in the Infantry of 
the State of South Carolina, I can only say that the report ihe 
Board of War made on his case was the result of their investigation 
into tJie matt» as it (hen appeared to them and it seemed to be the 
wish of ISf Schreiber at that time to depart for Europe. Qeneral 
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Duportail is th« best judge of his talents, and as to tbe necessity of 
his being continued in the service, Congress will be pleased to deter- 
mine on the reasons the General assigns. Should they think it proper 
to repeal the former resolution Coograes will be pleased to resolve, 

On the representation of General Duportail of the merit of Captun 
Schieiber, and the necessity there is of retaining him in the Corps of 
Engineers, 

Readved, That Captain Scfareiber of the Coips of Engineeis retain 
his rank and appointments in that Corps, tbe resolution 
of the 12"' Instant notwithstanding.* 



MONDAY. NOVEMBER 36, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from Major General B. Lincoln was 
read, accepting the office of secretary at war.' 

[Ordered,] Thursday next assigned for the consideration of 
the ordinance respecting captures. 

Upon tbe petition of John Kinsbury, setting forth, that he was 
captured at Charlestown about the 12'?' of May 1780, That he had 
at the time of h^ being captured six thousand, two hundred dollars, 
part of which he received as pay. That by being under confinement 
from the time aforesaid until his parole was enlarged on the 15'^ 
June last he hath lost the benefit of said money. That he is desirous 
of returning to Korth Carolina to adjust some necessaty matters 
relative to his company, but wants money to pay his expenses; and 
relative to his company, but wante money to pay his expenses ;and 
praying relief in the premises, and that the Bou^ of War or Fay- 
master General be directed to advance him such sums of money as 
may be sufficient to defray his expenses. The Committee of the 
Week report that the same benefits have been extended to the Peti- 

> Thii report ia In the Paptn t^ ikt Cm^neniai Ctmgttu, No. 148, II, (olio 403. It 
ia indoned: "lUad November 23. The rewoniiiK in the former part approved and 
therefore question taken on the reeolve pmpoaed paned in the negative." 

A letter, ot Novonber 23, frran Major General Duportail, wu read, the indcmunent 
indicates. It la in the Papvt o/tht Contmental Cangrtu, No. 104, folio 362, and waa 
refeited to ICr. [Daniel] Cairoll, Ur. [Jamei] Madison, and Mr. [Eiekiel] Cornell, and, 
on their report, to the Secretary ot Foreign Affain. 

"Hda letter ii in the Pojxrt of tU Contintntal Congrm, No. 149, 1, folio I. 
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tioDW as to other officers in like circumstanoeB. That CongresB 
cannot at present adruioe any monies, and tiiat therefore his petition 
cannot be granted.* 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 37, 1781 

On reading a letter &om the secretary of foraga affiurs: 

Resolved, That the Bupermtendant of finance be, and 
hereby is authorised and directed to take under his care and 
numagement all loans or other moneys obtsuned in Europe 
or dsewhere for the use of the United States, subject to the 
appropriation of Congress. 

Congress being informed of the arrival of General Wash- 
ington in this city: 

Ordered, That he have an audience in Congress to m<HTow 
at one o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER a8, 1781 

Mr. [Henry] Wynkoop, a delegate f<H- Pensylvania, and 
Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, a delegate for New Jersey, 
attended. 

On a report of the Board of War, to whom was referred a 
memorial of Captain de Frey: 

Resolved, That the reognation of Gaptcun de Frey be 
accepted, Congress having no means of employing him in 

■ Tlui raport, in the writing of Willum Ellcrj, if in llifl Pojw* 1^ lie Contbtmial 
OmgrtM, No. 41, V, folio 91. It is indoimd Novmber 26. 

^e ccHnmittoe of tbe week reported that the prayer of Michael Andrew could not 
at present be granted, iriiich report waa concurred in, acccrding (o the indonemant. 
The report, in the writing ot William Ellerjr, is in the Paptn q/ i3u OonitMRioI 
Cbn^cM, No.42,I,folio48; Andrew's petition, dated Horember 16, 1781, isanfolio45. 

A petition of Charlea Frederick Fflhrer, dated Norember 15, 1781, waa refsned to 
the Board of War, according to the indonement. ll}M\aibaPafent^AeCmtinanud 
Oemgrut, No. 42, III, folio 70, and the nport of the Committee ot the Week, recom- 
mending that it be referred to the Board of War, ia indtwead on it, in the writii^ of 
WiUiam Ellery. 

A letter of November 12 from General Schuyler was received and read about thia 
date. It is io No. 153. Ill, folio 585. 
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the army of the United States, con^stent with the arrange- 
ment thereof, though a meritoriouB officer: 

That it be referred to the auperintendant of finance to pay 
Captain de Frey, in cash or in bills of exchange, Buch sum as 
will enable him to return to France, in part of the balance 
which shall appear to be due to him on settlement of his 
accoimts.' 

On a report of a committee, comusting of Mr. pioger] 
Sherman, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, and Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, 
to whom was referred a letter of October 13, from Captain 
John Barry: 

Ordered, That the superintendant of finance take measures 
for obtaining a copy of the proceedings of the coinii martial 
at Boston, in the case of three men belonging to the &igate 
AUiance. 

Ordered, That a letter, of 17, from Major General Heath; 
the votes of thanks to the Commands in Chief and other 
officers for the signal successes in Virginia and the command- 
ing officer in South Carolina and the other officers acting 
under him; together with the letter of 25 November from the 
Marquis de la Fayette, be referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence.' 

According to order. General Washington attended, and 
bdng introduced by two membeors, the EVeeident addressed 
him as follows: 

Sm: Congrees, at all times happy in seeing your Excellency, feel 
particular pleasure in your presence at this time, after the ^orious 
success of the allied arms in '\^^inia. It ia their fixed purpose to draw 
every advantage from it by exhorting the states in the strongest 
terms to the most vigorous and timely exertions. A committee has 
accordingly been appointed to state the requisitions neceasaiy to be 
made for the estabUshment of the army, and they are instructed to 
confer with you upon that subject. It is, therefore, the expectation 
of Congress that your Excellency would remain for some time in 

> This raport ta in tlie Faptn </(Ac Contmrntal Cangrtu, No. 148, II, folio 483. 

* HMth'a letter is In Uie fopen of thi ConHnmua Congnm, No. U7, iolio 426; 
Lafityrtto's ia in No. 166, folio 262. 
86383*— TOL 31— IS 24 
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Philadelphia, that they toay avul themaelTes of jotir aid in this 
important business, and ifr - w w jd at rit e b mdo t imo b e a gfoertilo to 
tibw that yon may enjoy a respite from the fatigues of war, as far as 
is ooDsistent with the service. 

To which his Excellency made the following reply: 

Mr. PBEsmEHT: I feel very sensibly the favorable declaration ot 
Congress expressed by yonr Excellency. Tiua freah proof of their 
approbation cannot ful of making a deep impresuon upon me, and 
my study shall be to deserve a continuance of it. It is with peculiar 
pleasure I hear that it ia the fixed purpose of Congress to exhort the 
states to the most vigorous and timely exertions. A compliance on 
thur parts will, I persuade myself, be productive of the caost happy 
consequences. 

I shall yield a ready obecUence to the expectation of Congress, and 
ffre every assistance in my power to their committee. I am obliged 
by the goodness of Congress in mitTring my personal ease and conven- 
ience a part of their concern. Should the service require my attend- 
ance with the army upon the North River, or elsewhere, I shall repair 
to whatever place my duty calls, with the same pleasure that I remain 
in this city.' 

On motion of the del^iates for South Carolina: 

Readved, That the secretary at war take ordra- for furnish- 
ing a wa^on, with four horses and a driver, f<n' the purpose 
of transporting to the southern army, a printing press and 
necessary apparatus, procured by the State of South Carolina. 

Committee of the week beg leave to report, 

That the memorial of Thomas Kutledge, dated November 26, I78t, 
be referred to the ConfcFoulop of A e o ts i Superintendant of Finance; 
and that the letter of Qeorge Reid dated October 7, 1781, so far as 
relates to his Rank, the memorial of L. D. Martin praying for sub- 
sistence &o., the memorial of Otiphant and others praying for pay 
&-, and the petition of Alexander Dow relative to rank and pay, be 
all referred to the Secretary of War.* 

I WBBhington'a reply ia in the Paptrt o/ IJW OmJvnmfoI OonffrMt, No. 152, :X, folio 39^^ 

' This report, In ttie wridng of Richvd Law, is tn the Paptrw oj tht Continental Con- 
^iVM, Ko. 32, folio 287. Itisindoraed: "Part agreed to," 

Hartin'a memorial, dated November 24, 1T81, ia in No. 78, XVI, folio S75: ibe 
Oljrphuit memorial ia ia No. 41, VII, folio 296; Dow's petiijon, dated November Zfl, 
1781, ia in No. 41, II, folio 467. 
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THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 29, 1781 

A draft of a letter to his Most Christian Majesty, being 
veported, and sundry amendments being made, was passed. 

The secretary of foreign aflfeirs reported the draft of 
a letter to his Most Chnstian Majesty; which, being 
amended, was agreed to as follows: 

The United States in Congress assembled, to their 
great, faithful and beloved friend and ally, Lewis 
the sixteenth, king of France and Navarre. 
Qbeat, FArrHTOL and Beloved Fbiend and Ai<lt, 

At a period so glorious to the arms of France, both by 
sea and land, and so favourable to the fortunes of Amer- 
ica, it is with peculiar satisfaction that we congratulate 
the monarch, whose wise counsels and generous support 
have 80 lai^ly contributed to events illustrious in 
themselves, and promiang consequences truly im- 
portant. 

We wish to convey to your Majesty our sense of the 
victory obtained by the Count de Grasse over the 
enemy's fleet on our coast, and the subsequent reduction 
of the British armament in Virginia; and we repeat 
our grateful acknowledgments for the various aids so 
seasonably extended to us. From the benevolence 
and magnanimity which have hitherto interested your 
Majesty in the welfare of these states, we are convinced 
that you will on this occasion feel an equal pleasure 
with ourselves, whcKse immediate advantage is the result 
of such fortunate exertions. 

We mention with veiy great pleasure the zeal and 
ability manifested by the Count de Rochambeau, com- 
manding your Majesty's forces in the allied army. His 
conduct, and that of the officers under him, merit our 
fullest approbation; and we are made further happy by 
the perfect harmony and affection which have subsisted 
between the troops of the two nations. 
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The distress occanoned to the commoD enemy by 
ccHnbined operations, will, we trust, point out to both 
nations the utility of similar measures in future; and 
whilst it induces your Majesty to supply that naval 
fcHTce which the mtuation of our countiy readers neces- 
sary, will ui^ the United States to every effort which 
thor particular int^-ests, added to their demre of sec- 
onding your Majesty's views, can call forth to ensure 
the complete success of attacks upon the enemy's 
strongholds. 

It is with great pleasure that the United States 
continue to number some of yowr Majesty's subjects 
amongst their most able, spirited and futhful officers. 
It affords the world a striking proof of the intimate 
connection which subsists between the allied nations, 
and at the same time serves to cement the imion which 
it manifests. 

Major General the Marquis de la Fayette has in this 
campaign so greatly added to the reputation he had 
before acquired, that we are deorous to obtain for him, 
on our behalf, every notice, in addition to that favour- 
able reception which his merits cannot fail to meet with 
fnnn a generous and enlightened sovereign; and in 
that view we have directed our minister plenipotentiary 
to iNreeent the marquis to your Majesty. 

We pray God, great, faithful and beloved frigid and 
ally, alwajni to keep yotu* Majesty in his holy protection. 

Done at Philadelphia, the twenty-ninth day of Novem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord 1781, and in the sixth year 
of our independence. By the United States in Con- 
gress assembled. Your faithful Mends and allies. 

(Signed) John Hanson, President.* 

Chables Thomson, Secretary. 

' This lettw WM entered only in the nuutucript Secret Jounul, Forei^ A&ln, and 
in Secret Svanui, No. 4. A <x>py la in Secret Jouznal, No. S, VoIudm III. Tlie 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1781 

The ordinaace respecting captures was taken into con- 
nderation, and it being moved by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, 
seconded by Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to insert. 

Provided nevertheless, that all goods, wares and mer- 
chandises, of the growth, produce or manufacture of Great 
Britain, or of any country or territory depending thereon, 
and foxmd within ten leagues of the coast of the United 
States, shall be liable to capture and condemnation, unless 
the same shall have been previously captured. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by 
Mr. [Geoi^] Partridge, to amend by inserting after the word 
"found," "on board any ship or vessel belonging to the sub- 
jects of any prince, state or potentate not in alliance with 
these states." 

On the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [William] Ellery, 



New Hampshirt, 






New Jeney, 


Mr. Livermore, 


no 


* 


Mr. a>rk. 


MatBoehnuetts, 






Houston, 


Mr. Purtridge, 


*y 


diT. 




Osgood, 


no 


Mr. Atlee, 


Rhode Klmd, 






Wyntoop, 


Mi. Cornell, 


no 


diT. 


i&rybnd. 


EUeiT, 


■7 


Mr. HMUion, 


OmMeHcat, 






Carron, 


Mr.Uw, 


'7 


diT. 


Vvvmia, 


Wolcott, 


no 


Mr. Jonea, 


Wa» York, 






Mvlkon, 


Mr. FloTd, 


no 


* 


Randolph, 



dnft, in Um vritiiig (rf imiftm<%tiichm Honrtcm, u in the Papm q^M« CbfUHuntel 
Congreu, No. 47, fdio 331. 

On this dfty, according to the indoiMment, wh raad % letter of the Hme d«t« from 
the Superintendaat of Unance and refened to Mr. [ThomM] Bee, Hr. [WlUlun] 
Ellwy, and Mr. J[oeeph] Jones. It Iain No. 137, 1, folio 237. 
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North CaroUna, Georgia, 

Mr. Hawkms, no } * jfr. Telfair, 

SovOi Carolina, n. W. Jones, 

Mr. Middteton, 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Ereleigh, 

So the amendment was lost. 

On the question to agree to the mun question, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [William] Ellery, 



J^eiB Bampshve, 






Maryland, 






Mr. livermore, 


no 


* 


Mr. Hanson, 


•y 


la. 


JfonodiiMrfto, 






CairoU, 


V 


.a, 


Mr. PirtridBe, 


no 




Viryinio, 






Osgood, 


no 


no 


Mr. Jones, 


>y 




Biode hland, 






Madison, 


«y 


«y 


Mr. EUery, 


DO 


diT. 


Randolph, 


•y 




Cornell, 


ay 


North, Cbpoiina, 






CtmnedAoU, 






Mr. Hawkins, 


•y 


* 


Mp. Law, 


no 




South Oarolim, 






Wokott, 


no 


no 


Mr. Middleton, 


«y 




Nac Yorl, 






Bee, 


ay 




Mp. Floyd, 


no 


« 


Motte, 


«y 


ay 


Nod Jera^, 






Eveleigh, 


•y 




Mr. Clark, 


iy 


diT. 








Houston, 


no 


Mr. Telfair, 


•y 


., 


Ptnnsyhxtnia, 






N. W. Jonea, 


>y 


ay 


Mr. Aae«, 


ay 










Wynkoop, 


ay 


»y 









So the question was lost.' 

* This vote and Its result wtm entered in the Jounul by G«orge Bond. 

TwoletteTBofHs]orO«JTKD,datedNov«mber—, 1781, w«re read tMBnwnth. TbVf 
are in the Papen ofiht CmOmenUil Congrtu, No. 78, X, foUoe 357 and 361. 

A letter of the same day from the Becietary at War, relativ« to the pay of Amerina 
officOTS piimnna of var waa read, ae the indonement nhowa. It is in No. 149, I. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1781 

Mr. [Geoi|;e] Clymer, a delegate for Peneylvania, attended, 
and took his Beat. 

Mr. [Silas] Condict, a del^ate for the etate of New Jersey, 
attended, and took his seat. 

On a report of a conunittee, consisting of Mr. [William] 
Floyd, Blr. [Abraham] Clark and Mr. [Richard] Law, 

The Conunittee of the Week beg le&ve to report, 
__ ..^ "Hiat the Petition of John D&vid Woelpper be referred 

to the B uporintondonfc of yiaan e » t o - ><yort -t be « >Mi Secre- 
tary of War. 

That the Petition of Jamee Sproat be referred to the Superinteudant 

of Finance to cause the Petitioners accounts to "b e 

B c tt ledbytiw) ouditow for pay due while he was in actual 

service to be settled at the time and in the manner oflScera in the 

hospital and medical department now in service are settied with. 

They also beg leave to report the following Resolution on the appli- 
oation of Joseph Fry: 

Reaolved, That Joseph Fry be appointed door-keeper to 
Congress, and receive the same pay as allowed to the late 
door-keeper, bis pay to commence ^m the 17th of October 
last.' 

On report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee, Mr. [William] Ellery and Mr. J[oseph] Jones, to whom 
was referred a letter of 29 November, from the superintend- 
ant of finance: 

Reaolved, That the superintendant of the finances of the 
United States be, and hereby is authorised and directed, to 
apply and dispose of all monies which have been or may be 
obtained in Europe by subsidy, loan or otherwise, according 
to the several resolutions and acts of Congress now existing, 

> This report, In the writing of AfaTahun Clark, ia in the Paptri of the ContinaOal 
Oongreu, No. 32, folio 289. Fry's ftpplicfttion, imd&ted, is in No. 42, III, folio 173. 
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or which may hereafter be made for the appropriation of 
monies belon^ng to the United States. 
On a report from the war office: 

Was OmoB I?ee. S^ 1781. 
8m, 

One thousand stand of Arms hare been lately drawn by the State 
of North Cart^a by Virtne of an order from his ExoeUency General 
Washington. I am of opinion that the stat« of the Magazines in 
Virginia will permit a farther supply of one thoosand stand of Aima, 
five hundred pounds of Gunpovder, one thousand pounds of muaket 
ball, three thousand gun flints, one thausand Cartridge boxes, and tea 
thousand musket cartiidges.' 

Resolved, That the secretary at war take order for sni^ly- 
ing the State of North Carolina, with the arms and othca- 
articles contained in a report from the war office of this date, 
and charge the same to the said State; provided the order 
from the Board of War of the 5 November last be not 
executed.* 

Whereas H. Liaurena E}sq. fonnerly President of Congress and nor 
invested with the character of a public Minister of the U. States, 
having been taken prisoner by the enemy in his voyage to Europe, 
has been and still is imprisoned in Great Britain under the deecriptioD 
of a British subject suspected of High Treason, and a considersblo 
number of other citizens of the United States made prisoners at 
different periods of the war have also been committed to the goals of 
Great Britain under warrants from officers of justice as traitorous 
subjecta and many of them are still kept in rigorous imprisonment, 
and in other respects treated with an ignominy and severity unbecom^ 
ing the character of prisoners of war; and whereas the dignity of the 
U. States, as a sovereign and independant nation as well as justice to 
their injured citizens requires that effectual measures should be taken 
for relieving them &om their present sufferings, and procuring for 
them the treatment to which as prisoners of war they are entitled by 
(he established usage of civilized nations 

> This report is in the Papwiq/" (Ac Cbntirunlol Ootigreu, No. 140, 1, folio 13. 

■ Thi«raaolationiBiiithePtfp<nq^lA<OmtHiaiUat Cbnirnu, No. 149,I,f(^io<&aii<l U. 
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Suetved, Iliat the Secretarj of War be directed to take order for 
Uie immediate impriaomnent of British ofBcers moat eminent 

for birth and rank, prisoners to tlie United States and not exen^ted 
tlierefrom by capitulation. 

Beadved, That the Secretaiy of War be further directed to take 
order for the immediate imprisonment in the mines at Simsbury in 
Connecticut or elsewhere British Soldiers with a suitable pro- 

portion of officers under the rank of field officers, prisoners to 
the U. States, and not exempted therefrom by capitulation, and 
that he cause them to be treated in all other respects in such manner 
as will make their situation correspond as near as may be to tliat of 
the Citizens of tiie United States prisoners in Great Britain. 

Beadloed, That these resolutions shall continue in force until authen- 
tic information shall be received by Congress that H. Laurens Esq. 
and the other citizeos therein referred to hare been duly exchanged, 
or discharged from their commitment as traitorous subjects and 
treated in all respects as by the usages of war prisoners of war ou^t 
to be treated and no longer. 

Betolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to transmit a 
copy of the preceding resolutions to the officer commanding the forces 
of die King of Oreat Britain at New York.* 

TUESDAY, DSCSMBBR 4. 1781 

ISi, [John] Hanson and Mr. D[aniel] Carroll, having been 
re-elected dele^tea to represent the stete of Maryland, pro- 
duced the credentials of their appointment, tc^ther with 
Mr. S[amuel] Chase and Mr. Turbutt Wright. 

■ This motlcai, in th« initinK of JamM Hadison, ia in the Paptn <4 Om OotilmeitM 
Oongreu, No. 19, III, folio 427. It ia indoiaed: Beteiod to the conunittea to confir 
vith Wuhington. Motion of Mr. [JunM] Madieon, Dec. 3, 1781. 

On this day waa read a letter of October 7 from P. Penet, according to tho indone- 
nHot. It is in No. 78, -XTIII, foUo 465. 

Alflttec.of Novemb«r30,fiomItobertMoRiawMiMd. ItiainNo.l37,II,fDiio66. 

Alao a letter of December 3d from General Waafaington, winch the indonement atatea 
waa lefcned to Mr. [Daniel] Oanoll, Mr. [Eaekiel] Cornell, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, 
ill. [Edmnnd] Randolph and Mr. [Nicholaa] Erelei^. It la in No. 152, X, foUo 401. 
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Ami APOLis, Mabtlakd, 
Bt thb House or Dblbgatbb, November £8, 1781. 
The Hooae proceeded to the Choice of four Delegates to Congress, 
and tiie ballots being deposited in the ballot box, the Gentlemen 
named to strike retired, and after some time returned and reported, 
That upon examining the ballots it appeared, that John Hanson, 
Daniel CarroU, Samuel Chase, and Turbutt Wright, E^equires, had a 
majority of Votes. 

Whereupon, Beaolved, 'Hiat John Hanson, Daniel Carroll, Samuel 
Chase, and Turbutt Wright, Esquires, be, and are hereby declared 
to be, Del^ates to represent this State in Congress. 
Extract from the Minutes, 

F. Obbek, CI.' 

The ordinance respecting captures, being taken into con- 
sideration, and on a question to insert the following clause: 

The Oommit t eo to whom wofo rofoFrod s undry propo s od ■ omai d- 
mcatt S' to the dmughb of an O f din a nee wJ a ting to C ft ptUFo e ) p^ior t th e 
following) in lieu of t h e pFOTi fl oO B a gr ee d to bo e twi e h ou t i 

Provided nevertheless, that from and after the Ist day 
of March, in the year 1782, all goods, wares and merchan- 
dizes, of the growth, produce or manufactin*e of Great Britain, 
or of any territory depending thereon, if found within three 
leagues of the coasts, and destined to any p(»1i or place of the 
United States, in any ship or vessel belon^ng to the citizens 
of the said states, or the subjects of any neutral power, shaH 
be liable to capture and condemnation, unless the same shall 
have been previously captured from the enemy and con- 
demned, or in consequence of capture, may be proceeding to 
some port or place not in the power of the said enemy, fen* 
trial and condemnation.' 

The yeas and nays b^ng required by Sfr. [George] Par- 
tridge, 

' The origiool ia in the Paptn of lite ContinxntiU Congrem, Maryland, CndenMltt^ 
DtkgaUM. 

* This amendment, in llie writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Paptn (^ 
Ou CotOmtntal Congrtu, No. 69, III, folio 271. 
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New SampaUre, 




Uw^imd, 




Mr. Livermore, 


no)« 


Mr. Hanson, 


•y 


UuKidKutth, 




Carroll, 


«y 


Mr. Partridge, 


""Ino 


VvrgMa, 




Osgood, 


nol"" 


Mr. Jones, 


«y 


Bhtxle IHmd, 




Madison, 


«y 


Mr.EUer;, 


'^l.v 


Randolph, 


«y 


ComeU, 


ay)*^ 


SmUk Cbroiino, 




ComecKaa, 




Mr. Middleton, 


ay 


Mr. Law, 


'yu» 


Mathevs, 


«y 


Wolcott, 


ayl'y 


Bee, 


«y 


Nan yort, 




Motte, 


«y 


Mr. Floyd, 


ay)* 


Eveleigh, 


•y 


New Jersey, 




Oeorsia, 




Mr. Houston, 


ay)' 


Mr. TeUair, 


«y 






N. W. Jonea, 


«y 


Mr. aymer. 


ZVr 






Wynkoop, 







So it was resolved in the aflSnnative. 
The ordinance bdng read a third time, was passed as 
follows: 

An ordinance, ascertaining what captures on water shall be lawful. 

bpunuBnoe of the powers delegated by the Confederation in cases 
of capture on water: 

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, that 
from and after the first day of IfoT e mbOT February next, all resolu- 
tiona and ordinances of Congress relating to captures or re-captures 
on water, and coming within the purview of this ordinance, except as 
is herein after excepted, shall be null and void: but questions of this 
nature arising before, or which shall be undetermined at that day, 
shall be determined at any time during the war with Qreat Britain, 
according to them, in the same manner as if this ordinance had never 
been made. 

It shall be lawful to capture and to obtain condemnation of the 
property herein after enumerated, if found below lugh water nuvk; 
that is to say. 
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All ships and other TesselB of whatsoever size or deaomin«ti(m 
belonging to an enemy of the United States, with their rising, tacUe, 
appaiel and furniture. 

All goods, wares and merchandizes belonging to an enemj, and 
found on board of a ship or other veaael of such enemy. 

All contraband goods, wares and merchandizes to whatevor nation 
belonging, alUiough found in a neutral bottom, if destined for the use 
of an enemy ; but the goods, wares and merchandizes belonging to an 
enemy, contraband goods, and goods destined to a blockaded, invested 
or beai^ed port, being always excepted, found in a vessel bdonging 
to a foreign nation, other than an enemy, shall in no case be subject 
to condemnation. 

Provid e d n e v e ttii e l esa th afc' no ' goodfl, - w a F e o of m e wh a ndiB e b e long - 
ing to t h e kin g ol Q i'eafc Brit a in op to -a ny ■ of - bis e ubj eete s b aH-be 
in e lud e d in t his ez e mptiop - Bnt i il th e sa id king lA a M -ee Bfomt t e t h e 
pfop ee itieno e ont ai ii e d in tbo d ee lw at Jon of Hw Imp e i ia l M a j est y of 
ri l th e Bu ss ia a of tho - ■ - d a y - of t ea p es tiag t h e righ ts of noutwl 



O f ^n a nuf aet uF e ■ oi - O rtM Brit a in or of a ny - eoan t fy - of te mtoiy 
dtyen duig fc hw eo n - di we t l y beuad -to a ny porii in -t he Unit e d 8t i*€s 
mhall liiii li a lilB t iiii ftpt i ii ri a iid wtm l MiiiiHti im i i ii lx i n i i iiiTi H i wIj eaut ii r nili 

Provided neverthelees, that from and after the first day of March, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, all goods, 
wares and merchandizes of the growth, produce or manufacture of 
Great Britain, or of any territory depending thereon, if found within 
three leagues of the coasts and destined to any port or place of the 
United States, in any ship or vessel belon^^ng to the citizens of the 
said states, or the subjects of any neutral power, shall be liable to 
capture and condemnation, unless the same shall have been pre- 
viously captured from the enemy and condemned, or in consequence 
of capture may be proceeding to some port or place not in the power 
of the aaid enemy, for trial and condemnation. 

All ships or other vessels, goods, wares and merchandizes belonging 
to any power or the subjects of any power against which letters of 
marque or reprisal shall have issued. 

All ships or other vessels, with their rising, tackle, apparel and 
furniture, and with their caigoee to whatsoever nation belongioKi 
destined to any port or place invested, besieged or blockaded, by a 
sufficient force belonging to, in the service of, or oo-operating with, 
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the United States, so effectually as that one cannot attempt to enter 
into such port or place without evident danger. 

All ships or other vessels, with their rigging, tackle, apparel and 
furniture^ and with their caigoes, found in the posseasion of pirates. 

The goods, wares and merchandizes to he adjudged contraband, are 
the following, that is to say. 

Cannons, mortars, fire-arms, pistols, bombs, granadoee, bullets, 
balls, fuses, flints, matches, powder, salt-petre, sulphur, carcases, 
pikes, swords, belts, pouches, cartouch-boxea, saddles and bridles, in 
any quantity beyond what may be necessary for the ship's provifiion, 
and may properly appertain to, and be adjudged necessary for, every 
man of the ship's crew or for each passenger. 

If it shall manifestly appear, that of any entire thing of which 
division cannot be made without injury to its value, a subject of the 
enemy, and a citizen or a subject of a foreign power, not being an 
enemy, are joint holders, the whole shall be condemned and sold for 
gold or silver, the proper proportion of the net proceeds of which shall 
be deposited in the treasury of the State in which the sale shall be, to 
be paid to the order of such citizen, or the subject of such foreign 
power. 

If such division can be accomplished, but neither the citizen nor 
the subject of a foreign power, nor his agent, shall require specific 
restitution of his property, there shall be a sale in the same manner 
as if the property were indivisible. But if in such case a requisition 
be made to this effect, the due proportion shall he specifically restored. 

Where property shall have been originally captured on laud from 
a State, or a citizen of the United States, and shall be re-captured 
below high-water mark by another citizen thereof, restitution shall be 
made to the former owner upon the payment of a reasonable salvage, 
not exceeding one-fourth part of the value; no regard being had to 
the time of possession by the enemy. 

In all cases of re-capture by an armed vessel, fitted out at the 
expence of the United States, of a vessel or other effects belonging to 
a citizen, the court shall adjudge the proportion which would be due 
to the United States to be remitted to such citizen, no r^ard being 
bad to the time of possession by the enemy. 

On the re-capture by a citizen of any n^ro, mulatto, Indian, or 
other person, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed by a 
State or a citizen of a State, specific restitution shdl be adjudged 
to the claimant, idiether the original capture shall have been made 
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on land or watu, and without i^iard to the time of poeaession 1^ 
the enenqr, a reaBonable Balvage being paid by the claimant to the 
le-captor, not exceeding one-fourth of the value of such labour or 
service, to be estimated according to the laws of the State of which 
t h e e laim — fc g hftll b e a e itia en under which the claim shall be made 

But if the service of such negro, mulatto, Indian, or other peisoa, 
captured below high-water mark, shall not be l^ally claimed fey-B 
MtJe e n of rii eae - Unit e d S t a teo within a year and a daj from the 
sentence of the court, he shall be set at Ubertj. 

In all other cases of re-capture, restitution shall be made to the 
owner upon payment of one-third part of the true value for salvage, 
if the property shall have been re-taken in less than twenty-four 
hours after the capture. But if it shall not have been re-taken until 
the expiration of twenty-four hours after the capture, restitution 
shall not be made of any part. 

Beeides those who are didy authorised to make captures by special 
commiseion, captures of the property of an enemy shall be adjudged 
lawful when made : 

let. By a private vessel not having such commission, satisfactory 
proof being produced that they were made in puisuing the course of 
her voyage, and repelling a previous attack from an enemy. 

2d. By any body or detachment of regular soldiers. 

3d. By inhabitants of the country, if made within cannon-shot of 
the shore. 

4th. By an uriied vessel suling under a comnussioQ of hia Mo^ 
Christian Majesty. 

6th. By the crews of British vessels, while captures of this sort 
are licensed by the British. 

Be-capturee shall be made by no other persona than those authorised 
to make captures, except the orews of vessels re-taken. 

The destruction of papers, or the possession of double papers by 
any captured vessel, sluU be considered as evidence for condemnation, 
unless good cause be shewn to the contrary. 

From and i^ter the first day of yovomber February, which shall 
be in the year of our Lord i^9i one tho.usand seven hundred and 
eighty-two, any letters of passport or safe conduct, granted before 
the 27th of March last, under the authority of Congress, to any 
person whatsoever, for removal of property from a place beyond sea 
within the dominions or possessions of the British king, shall be void. 

Upon the capture of a vessel commissioned aa a man of war ur 
privateer, by any of the vessels of war of the United States of America, 
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the whole of the propwty condenmed shall be adjudged to the cap- 
tors, to be divided in the following maimer, (saving to all persons 
who shall lose a limb in any engagement, or shall be otherwise dis- 
abled in the service of the United States, every benefit accruing to 
them under the resolutioos of Congreeaof the SO^ Wif Augu s t twenty- 
eighth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
five,) that is to say, 

'To the commander in duef of the navy of the United States, shall 
be allotted one twentieth part of all prizes taken by an anned vessel 
or vessels under his orders and command: when there shall be no 
such commander in chief, the one twentieth part allotted to him 
shall be paid into the treasury of the United States. 

To the captain of any ungle umed vessel, two twentieth parts, 
but if more ships or vessels be in company when a prize is taken, 
then the two twentieth parts shall be divided equally among all the 
captains. 

To the captuns of niaiines,Iieutenanta and masters, three twentieth 
parts of all prizes taken when they are in company, to be divided 
equally among them. 

To the lieutenants of marines, surgeons, chaplains, pursers, boat- 
swains, gunners, carpenters, masters' mates, and the secretary of the 
fleet, two twentieth parts, and half of one twentieth part, to be 
divided equally among them. 

To the following petty warrant officers, viz. midshipmen, (allowed 
for each ship six, for eadi brig four, and for each sloop two,) captains' 
clerks, surgeons' mates, stewards, sail-makers, coopers, armourers, 
(allowing for each vessel one of each only,) boatswuns' mates, gun- 
ners' mates, carpenters' mates, (allowing for each vessel two of each,) 
cooks, cockswains, (allowing for each vessel one of each,) seijeants 
of marines, (allowing two for each ship and one for each brig and 
sloop,) thrae twentieth parts, to be divided equally among them: 
and when a prize is taken by any vessel, on board or in company of 
which the commander in chief is, then the commander in chief's 
cook or cockswain shall be added to the petty warrant-officers, and 
share equally with them. 

The remaining eight twentieth porta, and half of the one twentieth 
part shall be divided among the rest of the vessel's company or com- 
panies, as it may happen, ^are and share alike. 

No officer nor man shall have any share, but such as are actually 
on board their several vessels when any prize or prizes shall be taken. 
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exciting only such u may have been ordered od board any other 
prizea, before taken or sent avay l^ his or their commanding officers. 

Upon the capture of any other vessel, if made by a veesel of war, 
belonging to the United Statee, one half of the propnty condemned 
shall be decreed to the United States, and the other h^ to the cap- 
tors, to be divided as afonaaid; if by a private veesel not having a 
commission, the whole shall be decreed to the captOTs: if by any 
body or detachment of regular or other troope in the sm^ce of the 
United Statee, the whole shall be adjudged to the captors, to be 
divided in proportion to the pay in the line of the army: if by inhab- 
itants of the coun^, b^ng in arms, the whole shall be adjudged to 
the captors, to be divided equally among them: provided, that if 
any such inhabitant shall be wounded in making the capture, be 
shall be entitled to two shares, and if killed, his legal representatives 
shall be entitled to four shares; if by the crews of British veeaels, the 
whole shall be adjudged to the captois, to be divided at the discre- 
tion of the court. 

On re-capture by an anned vessel belonging to the United States, 
of a vessel under the protection of a veesel belonging to the enemy, 
commissioned as a man of war or privf^eer, or where the vessel 
re-taken is equipped in a war like manner, the proportion to be 
withdrawn from the original owner, shall be divided as in the case 
of a capture of an enemy's vessel commissioned as a man of war or 
privateer. 

On re-capture by sn armed veesel belon^ng to the United States, 
of a vessel under the protection of an hostile veesel not conmiiasioned 
as a nuui of war or privateer; and where the vessel re-taken is not 
equipped in a war like nuumw, the proportion to be withdrawn from 
the orijpnal owner shall be divided, as in the case of an hostile veesel 
not commissioned as a man of war or privateer. 

The rules of decision in the several courts shall be the resolutions 
and ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled, public 
treaties when declared to be so by an act of Congress, and ^a law 
of nations, according to the general usages of Europe. Public treaties 
shall have the pre-eminence in all trials. 

This ordinance shall commence in force on the Ist day of S e v e mb eg 
February, which will be in the year of our Lord 1782.' 

Done I by the United States | in Congress | assembled, g &c. &c. 

> This repcvt is in Hie Paptn qfOu Qmtinmba Conjpvm, Ni. 60, III, foUoa 261-S72, 
See AnU September 17. 
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The (Tomimttee of the Week report 

That the memorial of Donald Campbell of the 3*5 inst. appealing 
from the decision of the Comptroller of Accounts, on the settlement 
of hia Accounts as Deputy Quartermaster General in the Northern 
department be referred to a special Committee.' 

Wab Offiob December 4, 1781. 
Sm, 

It appears by the petition of Captain Charles Fuhrer, that he was 
an officer in the Hessian line in the pay of Britain. That in the year 
1777 he was a prisoner to the United States, while such be formed 
an attachment to their cause, and when exchanged thought it hia 
interest to quit hia former employ uid become a citizen of America. 
Some time after it was proposed to raise a Corps by the name of the 
German Volunteers, in which he was appointed a Captain and made 
an attempt by addressing them to raise a spirit of desertion among 
the German troops but failing in this attempt, and ell hopes of com- 
pleting the Corps being given up, the officers were dismissed, on 
which the petitioner received three months' pay and went into other 
employ. 

So that thoi^ his distresses, repreamted in his petition, may 
awaken the feelings of Congress I cannot see that he has any just 
inds on them.' 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1781 

A letter, of 24 November, from the governor of the State 
of New York, was read, together with concurrent resolutions 
of the senate and assembly of the said State, declarative of 
their sense on the acts of Congress of the 7th and 20th August 

■ Tliis report, in the vridng of WiDiun Churchill Hoiutoo, ia in the Paptn (^ tht 
Ocmtinaaal Cmgrat, No. 32, tolio 295. 

Campbell's meioorial ia in No. 41, H, loUo 371, and wm lefemd to a committee 
conaiaCingof Hr.{0«aige]Clymer,HT.[WiUiM>i Churchill] Houston, and Hr. [Esekiel] 
Cornell. 

* This report is is the Paptn of Om Cmtmmtai Congrtu, No. 149, I, iolio 17. It 
was read this daj u the indonement statu. 

SeS82*— TM. 21—12 2B 
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last, respecting the people reddiDg on the New Hunpshire 
Qnmte, on the west nde of Connecticut River: * 

Ordered, That the ooncurreot resolutions be filed in the 
secretary's office among the archives of Congreas. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. 
[Daniel] CaiToU and Mir. fThomas] Bee, to whom was referred 
a letter, of 30 November last, from Thomas Edison, r^>ort: 

" That Thomas Edison has by an essential service to the 
United States and s mngular proof of his fidelity to thexr 
interests, recommended himself to t^e attention and reward 
of Congress"; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the sum of two hundred and sixty-ux 
dollars and two-thirds of a dollar be paid to Thomas Edison 
out of the treasury of the United States.' 

THURSDAY, DBCBIIBER 6. 1781 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Floyd, seconded by 
Ifr. [Arthur] Hiddleton, to add as a farther description of the 
concurrent resolutions of the senate and assembly of the 
State of New York, which were read yesterday, the following 
wcffds, to wit: 

"And [Hi>testing against any attempt made by Congress to 
cany into elocution their said acts of the 7th and 20th of 
August last." 

And the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Arthur] 
Middleton, 

■ ThM» p^MM u« in tiw Paptn aftkt OmttMnloI Cbit^rett No. 40, II, fdioa 10G~ 
U7,123. 

Anotbt* lattM from tha Qovonoi of N«w Ytvk, iA Novoubw 24, inclowig » nao- 
lutioa of Miukt* and SMsmblr relatiro to th* finnncBtl condition of the Sl&to ma 
n»d and nfened to Ur. [EuUd] C<HiieU, Ur. [William Chtnchill] HoQrtim Ukd lb. 
J[cMph] JuMB. It !■ in No. 67, II, folio 446. 

* Thii raport, in tha writing of Jmmea Lovell, except the fint necdution which ia in 
Hkhdm Bee'a hand, ii in tiw Paptrao/thcCbntMwntolOnifrcM, No. 19, n,folioe201 
and 203. The teeolution and otAet wtxa aim entered in the manuacript Secret 
(Domeetic) Journal, fidiam'a letter ia in No. 78, VIII, folio 375. 
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Nm HamptHure, 




m«rfi'«<i, 






Mr. Livepmore, 


no)' 


Mr. Haaaon, 


ayl 


div 


UoMoelmtaii, 




Carroll, 


no 




Mr. Partridge, 


no] 


nrpnia, 






O^ood, 


Mr. Jones, 


«y 




RludelaUmi, 




Madiaon, 


ay 


«7 


Mr. EUery, 


noUo 


Randolph, 


ay 




ComeU, 


no I 


SovHk GartAitia, 






CimiuetietU, 




Mr. Middleton, 


ay 




Ib.UM, 
Wolcott, 


Z\^- 


Matheva, 
Bee, 


ay 
ay 


ay 


Nac York, 




Bvoleigh, 


•7 




Mr. Floyd, 


ay)' 


ffeofjio, 






NrnJeries, 




1&. Telfair, 


ay 




Mr. Clark, 


■yUv 


N. W. Jonee, 


«y 


ay 


Condiot, 


ayl'^ 








Pemaylamia, 










Mr. Clymer, 


•J' lav 








Wynkoop, 


ay ('5^ 








So it was lost. 











Dso 6, 1781 

The Conuuittee to whom waa referred the memorial of Donald 
Campbell late D Q M G. of the Korthem department, submit the 
following report. 

That the accounta of the memorialist were finally adjusted at the 
Treasury office, and transmitted to the Register to be entered of 
record, on the twenty fourth of November one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty one and the balance of five thousand five hundred 
and ninety five dollars and thirty five ninetieths in specie certified by 
the Comptroller of accoimts to the Superintendent of Finance as due 
to the memoiialist; all which appears by the certificate of the Comp- 
troller annexed to this report. 

That by the ordinance for regulating the treasury and adjusting 
the publick accounts paased the 11 day of September 1781, appeals 
are admitted in the first instance from the judgment of the Clerks to 
that of the Auditours, and in the second from the Auditours to the 
ComptroUer, and due time is aUowed to prefer such appeals, but by 
the said Ordinance it is expressly declared that the deckion of the 
Comptroller shall be condusiTe. 
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That th» Committee presume Congrees having adopted tfaii m \ 
geneiml r^ful&tion in ptdFerence b^re tba mode heretofore pnctisn! 
of admitthig appesk to themeelTee, will noi depart hom. it in pu^ 
ticular casee. 

That the Committee are thetefore of opinion, the Hemomlist t» 
informed that hie appeal cannot be recuved.' 

Tht Committee of the Week report, 

That the memorial of Major W. MaePheTBon requesting an allov- 
ance and settlement of the depreciation of his Pay Mid 

The application of Major E. Giks lor an advance of two montlia 
Pay, be referred to the Secretary at War to report.* 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1781 

Sundry letters were read and a report of a committee 
debated, but no resolution agreed to.* 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1781 

On a report from the secretary at war, to whom was re- 
ferred a petition of Captain Adrian Provaux, 

Reaclved, That Captain Adrian Provaux, of the 2d South. 
Carolina regiment, have a furlough for five months, for the 

■ Thu raport, in tlie writing of Willkm GbunJiiU Honston, ia ia tha Papa* <i^ 
CimtiTtenUd Qmgrtm, No. IS, I, folio 609. 

* Thia report, in the writing of William Churchill Hoiubm, i« in tho Papat of i^ 
OmfinmfoJ Omjrtu, No. 32, folio 293. The indotnement showB it wu paaed (O 
thia day. Oilet'a application, d^ted December 0, 17SI, ii in No. 78, X, ii^ Sn. 

A letter of thia day frun Qie Secretary at Wu ctwcemtng the priaoncn ^ v 
taken «t Yorktown was read, aa the indcoeement M»tea, and referred to Ur. JfospV 
Jones, Mr. [Daniel] Oarrdl and Hr. [Eeekiel] CotneU. It ia in the Popert (/d< Cb*- 
(tnenfol Qmgrnt, No. 149, t, folio 23. 

AIbo a letter of December 4th from Oeneial WaahingUm, endoeiiig a cop; of u 
application from Captain Adrian Provanx, dated November 1, 17S1. WathingtOD'a 
letter la in No. 152, X, folio 406. The copy of Provaux'a application \a(mi<Av) ill 
tmi waa, according to the indoreement, referred to the Secretary at War Decemba 6- 

* A letter of the Rune day from Charles Friedrich FOhrer was read, aa the iiid<x» 
ment indicatea; it ia in the Papen 0/ Oie QmHnaital Cmffnn.tSo. 78, iX.tiiio*^ 
Itisindoned: "Annreced by the letter of 4 from the Secy, at War." 
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purpoee of settling the affairs of his deceased father at Gape 
Frangois.' 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [Samuel John] AUee, Mr. 
[Edmmid] Randolph and Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, appointed 
to report the number of men necessary to be rtdsed for the 
ensuing year, and to whom simdry other matters were 
referred: 

The Committee to whom were referred the affairs of the Army 
submit the following report: 

Reaolved, That the l^islature of each State raise, at the 
expence thereof, in the first instance, to be reimbursed by the 
United States, so many men as may be necessary to com- 
plete the quota assigned to such State, out of the number of 
land forces agreed upon in the resolution of the 3d and 21 
days of October, 1780, calculating the deficiency upon the 
number of men whose time of service will expire on or before 
the first day of March, 1782. 

Resolved, That the legiBlatiu*e of each State be called upon, 
in the most pressing manner, to cause the quota thereof of 
land forces, to be compleated and in the field by the fiist day 
of Afarch next, and to provide for replacing those men whose 
time of service shall expire between the said first day of 
March, 1782, and the last day of November in the said year. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of 
each State, to fill up the quota thereof of land forces by 
inlistments for three years, or during the war. 

Resolved, That such states as now have any non-commis- 
moned officers or privates in any of the r^;iment8 of cavalry, 
legionary c(n^, artillery, or Hazen's regiment, be credited 
in their quotas for such men, according to the numbers, from 
time to time; for which purpose the Commander in Chief b 
hereby directed to specify such non-conmaissioned officers 

■ ThurepMTt lain the Papcnq^lft* Oontituntal Cmffren, No. 149, 1, IdloSI. 
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and privates to the states to which they formerly belong, 
in the returns which he shall make to the states, and in his 
annual return to Congress. 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief cause returns to 
be made as speedily as possible, to the l^islature of each 
State, as well of the number of men whose time of service 
expire before the first day of March, 1782, as of those whose 
time of service will expire on or before the last day of Novem- 
ber in the year aforesaid. 

BefloW a d that i a booh « o th e BOBA cf-a f - whi te inh a bi ta n te -ia -ea^ 
rt at e ohall b e a oe e rt a ined th e re gHi e ifem - h e p e ii ii rft e F m a d e ebaJI-be 
liquidat e d a nd a dju g t e d in t h a t prop e rtion t and o¥OTy -Bta te famishiDg 
Bi afe- rti a n - it » <|Qot aae ooFdia g- to -a B e b Iknud a tien - aDd -a dju fl trnwit irflball 
be-we di te df ef- fuFPiabin g Ic aa a h a ll - b e- ob a»^y d -t h er o w i thr' 

The Committee to whom waa referred a letter of the 6!^ instant 
from the Secretaiy at War report : 

That it be earnestly recommended to the executive authority of 
the States of Virginia and Mai^iand reepectively to furnish such 
number of Men and Teams aa the Secretary at War shall think 
necessary to guard and remove prisoners of War from Winchester to 
Fredeiit^own and from thence to Lancaster and to guard such 
priaonera of War as shall remain at Winchester and Fredericktown. 
This guard to serve until they are relieved by a detachment from 
the Continental Army or troops raised specially for that purpose, 
and that the Secretary at War take meaauro accordin^y.* 

The Comnuttee of the Week report, 

That the letter of Captain T. B. Hugon and the letter and memorial 
of Lieutenant Colonel T. Woolford and others, all officers of the 
Maryland and Virginia Lines be referred to the Secretaiy at War.* 

' "niia rapwt, in tha writing of Daniel Oiioll, ia in tbe Paper* oj At Contintntat 
Conffrttt, No. 21, folio 263. 

* This report, in tha writing of Eiekiet Gomell, ia in the Paper* of ifta Cbntuwntol 
Cbn^Kit, No. 27, Iotiol47; itwMTeftdon thiad*y, as theindonement sbows. 

* This report, in the writing of WUliam Churchill Houaton, is in the Paper* </ (ft* 
CoKtmetdal Oongr*u, No. 32, folio 291. It wm agreed lo on this i*j, M the indone- 
ment ehowa. Hngon'a letter ia in No. 7S, XII, folio 201. The inemaci>l of the 
<fflc»Bof the HuyUnd tad Virginia Linei ia in No. 41, V7I, folio SOS, and the let'er 
tnuiamlttuig it, on folio 300. 

Also on thia dk^ waa raed % letter from Eben Haaard, dated December 10; it ia in 
No. 61, folio S3. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER it, 1781 

A motion was made by liib'. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several 
states, to cause to be taken and transmitted to Congress, as 
soon as practicable, the number of the white inhabitants 
thereof, pursuant to the ninth article of the Confederation. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Dfuiiel] 
Carroll, 



Hew IiQtnpmWt, 




Virgvma, 




Ur. UTomum, 


ay)' 


Mr. J. Jonas, 


•y 


Uauadnaeta, 




Madison, 


•y 


Mi. LoveU, 


*yUv 


Randolph, 


ay 


Partridge, 


ayl'^ 


iforft Oardim, 




Comuetieut, 




Mr. Hawkins, 


ay) 


Mr. Law, 


■"•Inn 


SoittK CmHitM, 




Wolcott, 


nol""" 


Mr. Middleton, 


ay 


Netn Yurie, 




Mathews, 


ay 


Mr. noyd, 


ay)* 


Bee, 


•y 


Urb Jentiy, 




Motte, 


•y 


Mr.CUrk, 


'^l.v 


Eyeleigh, 


ay 


Oondiot, 


ay)*^ 


Qeor^, 




PenMylmviia, 




Mr. Tellair, 


ayl 


Mr. aymer, 


•yUv 


N. W. Jones, 


ayt 


Wynkoop, 


ayt"^ 






Mamlmi, 








Mr. Hanaon, 


«yl«v 






CalroU, 


ay)"' 






So it was reeolvec 


iniheaS 


irm&tiTe.* 





' A molndon ol the 8«nftt« kdA Mtmm ot DdegMn of Vbgfnla idatire to tha Im- 
prMBmont of provUoiu for Britldi priaonen wh thia d^y nttand. to tbfl B«cntuy *t 
Vtr Knd 8up«rfiil«iid«ot of VinMBce, Kcordiiig to the indonenunL It b In th» 
PoftnofA* Oontintntai Ckmfrat, No. 70, foUoSOl, and another copy li on toUoSfiS. 

AIM a latter, <rf Decembers, from Otptain John Davis. ttIainNo.78,VII,loUo423, 
and vaa nlerrad to the Secretuy at War. 

A letter ei December lOth from the Secretary at War, relatlTe to the pay of American 
ofBcen, prisonen of war, wai read, aa the indotwment diom, and rectHnmitted. It 
k in No. 149, 1, (olio 33. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER la, 1781 

The report of the committee on the instnictionB from the 
general Assembly of Massachusetts to their del^ates, debated 
and TeHM>mmitted. 

He Committee of the Week Report, 

That the Letter of Dect 10^ from Major Edward Giles respecting 
the Brevet Commiaoon granted to him by Congress on the 9? of 
March be referred to a special Committee, it bong necessary that 
Congress diould taihar explain their intentions in paaung that Resolve 
or that the merits of the case of Major Giles should be passed upon 
anew. 

ThaX the Memorial of several officers of the Pennsylvania line 
dated Dec! 10? respecting their pay be referred to the Secretary 
of War. 

That the Petition of David Rees respecting his account of rum 
furnished to the Southern Army be referred to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury. 

Thtit the Letter account and Vouchers of John Dusseroo be referred 
to the Comptroller.' 

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 14, 1781 

On a rep<Bt of the secretary at war, to whom was referred 
sundry applications of particular officers, 

War OinoB Dee. W^ 1781. 
Sm, 

Hiat Captain Hugan has served in the Southern Department near 
two years without pay cannot be doubted, or that he is justly entitled 

' TtuB i«port, in the vritiiig of Jamea Lov«lI, is in the Papen of the ConimaUal 
Ctmgrtu, No. 32, folio 297. The indorsement Aurtn it wm psMed 00 this day. 
Giles's letter is in No. 78, X, folio 381 ; the memorial of the Pennsylvania officers is 
in No. 41, Vn, folios 308 and 312. 

A letter, of November 20, from the GoTern<v ol Vwmont, was read on this day, 
together with a report of proceedings of the Vermont legislature on the acts of 
Congrese of 7th and 20th August, 1781. The letter is in No. 40, II, folio 119, and 
the report on folios 6&-75. 

Also a letter of the same day from the Secretary at War reporting his conference widi 
Om SiqMrintendent of Fmance. It is in No. 149, 1, folio 41. 
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to tlie full balance trf pay due to him. Yet I see nothing in hia situa- 
tion which should give him the preference and eepeciaJly of officers 
who are now in tiie field, and iriiose pay from necessity has been as 
long detained. In order to prevent the frequent applications of this 
kind, the expense arimng to individuals who make them and ^e con- 
fu^on which will be introduced into our public accounts by such 
partial payments as well as the discoDtentment arising from the 
unequality of payments to different officers, 

I b^ leave to submit to the conaderation of Congress the propriety 
of the following resolve: 

Resolved, That in future no particular warrants issue in 
favour of any ofBcers in actual service in the line of any State, 
for pay or subsistance, but that at all times they draw their 
pay and subsistance with the re^ment to which they re^)ec- 
tively belong, from the paymaster of such raiment.* 

On another report from the secretary at war, to whom was 
referred a letter from John Sprague, in behalf of Brigadier 
General James Reed, 

Wab Offioe Dec. 7. 1781. 
Sm, 

It appears by a letter &om John Sprague in behalf of Brigadier 
General James Reed of the State of New Hampahire, and the papers 
accompanying it which are referred, that by a resolve of Congress of 
the Z'^ of January last, General Reed was put on the list of Totiring 
officers, and the State of New Hampahire was requested to provide 
for his half pay and for the payment of his depreciation from the time 
of hia appointment to that day, no provision waa made In said resolve 
for the dischaige of his pay which was due to him from the first day 
of August 1779 to the last day of December 1780, 17 months, nor for 
his retained rations from the first of September 1778 to the last day 
of December 1780, 852 days eleven in each day amounting to 9,372 
rations; all which appears to be hia just due. 

I beg leave therefore to submit the following resolve: 

Reaohed, That it be reconmiended to the State of New Hampahire 

to make up the depreciation of Brigadier General Reed's pay from 

the time of his appointment to the first day of August 1779 and to 

pay him the real value of hia wag^ as established by Congress, at the 

' Thia rapart !■ in the Papen of the Cordinenial Gmfrat, No. 149, 1, folio 37. 
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rate of one hundred uid twenty five dollara per month from the first 
day of August 1779 to the last day of December 1780, BererateeQ 
months amotmting to two thousand one hundred and twenty five 
dollare, and that they pay him for bis retained rations, at one ninth 
of a dollar each ration, from the first day of September 1778 to the 
31? day of December 1780, eigfat hundred and twenty five dayB, 
eleven rationa per day, nine thousand three hundred and seventy two 
rations at one ninth of a dollar amounting to one thousand forty one 
dollars and three ninths of a dollar.' 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of New 
Hampshire to make up the depreciation of Bhgadier General 
Reed's pay, from the time of Us appointment to the first day 
of August, 1779, and to pay him the real value of his vrages 
as established by Congress, at the rate of one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars per month, from the fiist day of August, 
1779, to the last day of December, 1780; and that they pay 
him for his retained rations, amounting to 9,372, at the rate 
of one-ninth of a doUar per ration. 

On a report of a committee appointed to confer with the 
Commander in Cluef on the arrangement of the army, to 
whom was referred a report of the Board of War on a memo- 
rial of Major Gal van. 

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Board of 
War of the 14*^ of November last on the Memorial of Major Oalvan 
report the following resolution (to wit). 

Resolved, That notwithstanding Congress entertain a just 
sense of the merit of Major Galvan, the good of the service 
will not permit his being promoted at this time.' 

On application of the Delegates of South Carolina 

Setolved, That the Secretary at Wu take order for funtiahing the 
said Delegates with 4,000 stand of arms, lb. 4,000 weight of musket 
powder lb. 12,000 lead, 12,000 flints, the sud supply to be on 
account of the State of South Carolina and charged to the said 

* "nua repOTt is ill the Paptn q^ the OimtvMntal Ctmp^M, No. 149, 1, folio 27. 

■ This report, in Ute writing ol Ezekiel Cornell, i« in the Papat c^ tin CorUmtntal 
Cmgnu, No. 19, II, folio 367. 
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State; [and also on the application of the delegates for the State of 
Geor^, 500 stand of arms 1,600 pounds musket powder, 1,S00 
pounds lead and 1,500 flints for which the said State is to be 
accountable.] * 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1781 

On motion of Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, seconded by Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, 

Resolved, That the resolution passed yest^ay against 
issuing particular warrants, and respecting the mode of 
drawing for pay and subsistance, be extended to officers of 
the seperate corps, as well as to thoee in the lines of ^aa 
sev^^ states. 

On a report from the Secretary at War, to whom were 
referred motions made by the delegates of South Carolina and 
Georgia, for arms and ammunition for the use of their re- 
spective states, 

Was OrFiOB DecenAer 15^ 1781. 
Sm, 

I have attended to the motion for supplying South Carolina with 
four thousand stand of arms a quantity of ammtmition &c. I am 
Bony that the state of our magazines heie and in A^i^^nia will not 
admit our sending at this time a supply which the representatives of 
tb» State think necessaiy to its safefy. I hope however though thdr 
request cannot be fuUy complied witii, yet if Congress should think 
proper to order the number of arms &c. mentioned in the draft of a 

> Thia motloii, la tbe writing of Nichoka Eveldgh, except the part In bnclMts, 
which ii in Aitltnr Hiddlvton'i writing, wbs ntored, m the indtxnment ahowB, to 
th0SecntH7fttWu. It is ia tha Paptni^ AtCimibimtalQmgnm, 'So. 36,1, IMtm 
3BB,241. 

A petition of John Whoaloek, n«aident of Dartmouth College, wh read on OJe day 
aod nfened to aoanmlttee, Suauel livermora, Daniel Oanoll, and miliiDa Chmdiill 
Honeton; it la in the Paptn t^ tb OnUHunAiI Cmfren, No. 19, VI, lolio 636. 

A letter from Oaptain John Dftvia, ol this date, was read on this or an appnzinute 
date. It ia in the Pap«rt t/lAt (kmUneKbi Congrtu, No. 78, VII, folio 431. 

A letter, dated December 3, 1781, from Brigadier Oeneial Wm. Irvine, waa tead im 
Uiis day and relened to the Becretuy at War, according to the IndorMment; it la in 
the WdikiagtiM Fnjmt, 97, folio 265. 
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teeolve herewith submitted that the relief will for the present be 
ample and espedally conndering the eight hundred stand of arms, 
sent on from '\^i^nia to (General Greene, the three hundred stand 
reported in favor of Georgia and the two thousand stand lately 
granted to Korth Carolina. 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War take order for fur- 
nishing the delegates of South Carolina with twelve hundred 
stand of arms, twelve hundred cartouch boxes, one ton of 
musket powder, two tons of lead, five thousand flinte, with a 
sufBcient quantity of paper and thread to make the powder 
into cartridges, the said supply to be charged to the account 
of the said State: 

That the Secretary at War take order for funushing the 
del^ates of the State of Georgia, with three hundred stand 
of arms and accoutrements, three hundred cartouch boxes, 
five hundred pounds of powder, one thousand poimds of 
lead, fifteen hundred flints, with a sufficient quantity of 
thread and paper to make up the powder into cartridges, 
the said supply to be on the account and charged to the 
State of Geor^.' 

On a report of a committee, condsting of Mr. [Edmimd] 
Randolph, Mr. [William] Ellery, and Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, 
to whom was referred a petition of John Larr^uy, in behalf 
of John Joseph Lacoizqueta and John Barberis, subjects of 
his Catholic Majesty, concerning twenty-two banrels of 
cochineal, said to have belonged to the said Lacoizqueta and 
Barberis, and stated by him to have been taken by a vessel 
bearing the commission of the United States, and condemned 
in the first instance by the maritime coiu-t of Massachusetts, 
and afterwards by the Court of Appeals: 

Resolved, That the said John Larreguy be informed that 
the Court of Appeals is the established judicature in the 
United States, in the last resort, on questions relative to 
prize; that the judges of that court are left free in thdr 

I Thie report b in Uie Paptn qf tht Continental Congrtu, No. 148, 1, folio 49. 
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judgment; that as no proof nor even insinuation is suggested, 
that they affirmed the sentence of the maritime court of 
Massachusetts against their conscience, Congress cannot 
interfere in the complunt contained in the said petition; but 
that application for relief against the sentence of affirmation, 
if any, oi^ht to be made to the Court of Appeals.' 

On a report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Geo^e] 
Clymer, Mr. [James] Lovell, and Mr. [Benjanun] Hawkins, 
to whom was referred a letter of 10 from Major Giles, 

The Committee to irtiom was referred the letter of Det^ 10*^ from 
Major Qiles, report. 

That by a resolution of Congreas passed upon the 30*? of April 
1778 it was Bettled that brevets ^ven to conmuBsoned officers in the 
United States should give rank only in detachments and on Courts 
Martial and should not entitle to any enciease of pay. 

That upon November 24*? of that same year, it was determined 
that no brevets should be granted in future except to officers in the 
line or for eminent aerrices. 

That brevets variously worded have been since given to officon 
not of the line and tjierefore must have been for eminent services. 

That some have been given to persona who were quitting the serv- 
ice while others appear to have been given for the purpose of placing 
in service those who were honoured with them. 

That Major Ctiles appears to be of the latter class because the 
brevet of S^jor was given to him, on March 9*? 1781 upon the repre- 
sentations which several general officers made of his mihtaty talents 
and past services and particularly upon the letter of Brigadier Moigan 
of JanT 20*? which your Conmiittee herewith present. 

Tliat the brevet however which was given to Major Giles does not 
(xmtain any words whereby he is entitled to pay even while in actual 
service although when a brevet was granted to Major McFherson 
upon the 16*? of Septf 1779 it was resolved that he should rec^ve 
the pay and aubsiatence of a Major while in actual service. 

The Committee therefore reconunend that (if Congress think it 
inexpedient to grant regular conmussions to Major Macpherson and 

■ This raport, in the vritiiig of Edmund Randol[^, is In the Paptn of tht Oontt- 
nmtiU Con^reat, No. 10, III, folio 413. lAneguy's pMitioii, dated Octobu i, 1781, !■ 
ia No. 43, folio 141. According to the indonement, It wm read and committed 
l>«cemberl4. 



dbyGoot^le 



1172 Joumah qf Congress 

Major (Hies to bear dates correspondent to those of thiax biereta) 
it be 

Resolved, That Major Edward Giles, while in actual senr- 
ice, be entitled to recdve the pay and aubeiatance of a 
major.' 

WLereas it has been attended with much uncertainty and litiga- 
tion to determine when an armed vessel or vessels may be said to be 
so in sight as to entitle them to share in any capture made, which 
to prevent, 

Beaolved, that no vessel or vessels f(»? the future shall be entitled 
to share in any capture made unless they are so in sight at the time 
of capture as to be within gun shot of the vessel captured in which 
case and in no other the friendly vessel or vessels, being armed 
manned and properly commiaaioned e^iall be entitled to share with 
the captors in such prize or prizes so captured in proportion to their 
respective number of men and weight of metal, any law usage cv 
custom to the contrary notwithstanding.* 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17. 1781 

On a report of a committee, consisting of ti/tt. J[oeeph] 
Jones, Mr. [William] Ellery, and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, to 
whom was referred a letter from Richard Peta«, eeq. late 
a commisuoner of the Board of War, 

The Conunittee to whom was referred the letter of Bichard Peters 
late commissioner of the Board of War of the 2fiff of this month beg 
leave to report as their opinion — 

Resolvedf That S&. Peters' letter be entered on the Journal, 
and that he be informed that Congress are sensible of his 
merit, and convinced of his attachment to the cause of his 

■ TUb report, in tlia mritiiig of Gecxge Clymer, u in Qie Paptn of th* CimCnunfiiZ 
Cangteu, No. 10, II, folio 407. 

■This motion, b^ Bichard Iaw, «nd in his writing, wu offered on thia day and 
referred, aa th« indonoment abowa, to Mr. [Edniind] Randoli^, Mr. [William] Ellery 
and Ur. [Ridurd] Law. It is in the Poptrt ofiU OmiimrUoI Ckmgnn, No. 36, 1, 
folio 243. 

Also a letter of this date from the Secretary at War; it is in No. 149, 1, folio 46. 
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country, and return him thdr thanks for hia long and faithful 
service in the war department.' 
The letter is as follows: 

Wab Offioii, Novmher £9, 1781. 
Sib, 

General lincolu having taken upon him the business entrusted to 
my care, and the powers with which I was honored ceasing, I have 
d^vered to him the books and papers of the department, and beg to 
take my most respectful leave of Congress as a pubUc officer. After 
my having exercised under their immediate observation, for more 
than five years past, an arduous employment, which, in its commence- 
ment, I bad to organize and arrange, in its progress always to share, 
and for no inconuderable portion of the Ume, solely to support its 
difficulties, it is needless for me to make any profesaions of unalterable 
attachment to the cause of my countiy. It gives me pleasure that 
the situation of public afifaiis has, in a considerable degree, abated 
the embarrassmenta attending the department, and that the gentle* 
man who succeeds to it will have to (ravel in a path, though not 
without its impediments, yet lees thorny tiuji that trodden by his 
predecessors. Far from being greedy after fame, I shall deem myself 
fortunate, if, through the vicissitudes of the war, and in the various 
scenes of business I have been engaged, I have conducted myself 
irreproachably. I am happy that tiie time I leave the public business, 
is one of the most proeperous periods of the war, and that it can be 
so agreeably contrasted with that in which I was called to it. I 
shall return on this account, with great cheerfulness, because I can 
do it with honor, to the duties of a private citizen, and hope ere long 
to enjoy in peace that independence, which in prospect has animated 
me through many a toilsome day, and will amply reward me for the 
loss of private ease and fortune, and all the perplexities and distresses 
I have continually assisted to encounter in the department in which 
I had the honor to serve. 

I have tiie honor to be, with the greatest respect, 

Your very obedient servant, 

RlOHAKO PmrBBS. 

His exoellen(^ the Preadent of Congress.* 

* This repcct, in the writiiig of Jowph Jones, is in the Paptn nfthe ContinmUd Con- 
grm. No. 19, V, folio 137. 

'This letter is in the Papen of the Qmtinental Congrea, No. 78, XVIII, folio 489. 
The indonement bIiowb that it wm read in Congreu, November 29, and retcned to 
Mr. J[oMpb] Jones, Ur. [WiUiun] EUery and Ur. [Samuel] Otgood. 
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A letter to the states reported and agreed to, urging them 
to comply with the requisitions for men and money. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, 

Mr. , reported the draft of a circular ^ttex to the 

states, which was agreed, and is as follows: 
Gentlemen, 

We are happy to ot^erve that the present year hath 
been distinguished by the reduction of a powerful British 
garrison in Virginia, and that our arms have alBo been 
proeperous in other parts of the United States. But to 
infer that oin- inexorable foe is subdued beyond recovery, 
may be attended with ruinous consequences. These 
events will yield but momentary advantages, unless sup- 
pOTted by vigorous measures in future. 

EVom an assurance that peace is best attained by 
preparations for \rar, and that in the cabinet of nego- 
tiations those arguments carry with them the greatest 
weight which are enforced not only with a retrospect of 
important victories, but by a well grounded prospect 
of future successes, we have called upon you for eight 
miUiODS of dollars, and for your respective deficiencies of 
the miUtary establishment. 

Seven years have nearly passed since the sword was 
first unsheathed. The sums upended in so long a 
period in a just and necessary war must appear mod- 
erate; nor can any demand for pecuniuy aid be deemed 
exorbitant by those who compute the extent of the pub- 
lic exigencies and the proportion of the requisition to the 
abilities of the states. 

Suppose not that funds exist for our relief beyond 
the limits of these states. As the possessions of the 
citizens constitute our natural resources, and from a 
sense of their sufficiency the standard of war was 
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erected f^^bst Great Britun, bo on them alone we 
DOW rely. But even if loans were attainable, th^r 
amount would be merely commensurate with our ability 
and inclination to repay; and by nothing can both be 
more satisfactorily evidenced than by a generous exer- 
tion amidst the languor of public credit. Ai^uing from 
the former dilatoriness of supplies, the enemy, after 
having abandoned serious expectations of conquest by 
arms, anticipate it in imagination from the dissolution 
of our public credit. 

They cannot however deny the firmness of the basis 
on which it may be placed, when they survey the wide 
limits of this confederate country, the fruitfulness of 
its soil, and the industry of its people. 

But the want of money is not the only source of our 
difficulties; nor do the enemy gather consolation from 
Uie state of our finances alone. We are distressed by 
the thinness of our battalions. So vulnerable does the 
boldness of navigation render the very bosom of these 
states, BO dispersed in some parts is the population, and 
so rapid our enemy in transportation, that they seize 
and exhaust large districts before their ravages can be 
checked. The requisition f(»: the completion of your 
battalions is ther^ore not only reasonable, but indis- 



Tardiness in the collection of our troops has constantly 
encouraged in our enemy a suspicion that Ammcan 
opposition is on the decline. Hence money from time 
to time is poured into the coffers of our enemy; and the 
leader is perhaps allured by the prospect of receiving it 
with an usurious interest from the spoils of confiscation. 

To whom then rather than yourselves, who are called 
to the guardianship and sovereignty of your countiy, 

■ up to tltis point the draft wh copied out bat bjr ThonMos. 
saaaa*— TOi. ii—u ss 
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caa these comuderations be addressed t Joint labourere 
as we are, in the work of independence, duty impels us 
to admonish you of the crisis. We possess no funds 
which do not originate with 3rou. We can command no 
levies, which are not raised under your acts. Well shall 
we acquit ourselves to the world, should peace, towards 
the acquiffltion of which so illustrious a point hath been 
guned, now escape our embraces, by the inadequacy of 
our army, or our ta^asure: for an appeal to this ezpo- 
wtion of your afbirs will demonstrate our watchfulness 
of your happiness. 

We conjure you to remember what confidence we shall 
establish in the breast of that great monarch, who has 
become a party in our political welfare, by a bold, ener- 
getick display of our ability. 

We therefore trust in your attention and zeal to avul 
yourselves, at this important crisis, of the glorious advan- 
tages lately obtuned, by a full compliance with these 
requisitions of men and money which we have made to 
you, and the necesHty of which hath been pointed out 
to us by the maturest consideration on the present cir- 
cumstances of these United States. 

By order of Congress. 

John Hanson, President.^ 

* nik letter wm enUced only Is tbs nunuacript Secret (Domestic) Jonnial and in 
No. 12 (Eetiiiutee). The draft botn which it wu made ia in the writiDK of Edmund 
Randolph, from irtiich, in Danie] GhtoU'i hand, waa made the draft adopted. Hie 
Randolph draft ia aa followa: 

The United 8t*tee in (kMtgreee Anembted to the legiskituree of the Btatet of New 
Hampshire, MuMchiuetta, Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Ccmnecticut, 
New York, New Jeney. Fenneylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Oarolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia. 

If peace be your hope its accomplidiment must be sou^t in eameet preparations 
for war. In the cabinet of negotiation he the most easily petsuadee, who, having 
overthrown his enemy, shows himself able to prevent a recovery. 

The present year hath indeed been distinguished by the reduction of a powerful 
British guriaoa in Virginia and repeated victories in other parts ol the contiu«it. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER i8, 1781 

On report of the committee appointed to report the nimi- 
ber of men, &c. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the l^islature of 
each State to appoint one or more places at which the 
recruits thereof shall rendezvous, to supply such recruits 
with provisions from the time of thdr being mustered until 
they shall join the army; and to g^ve notice of the place 

But it would be ralnouB to infer that our inexonible foe is subdued becftuw he it 
checked. This event thcnfwe ia not the ultinute good, for irttich we Ubour. Nay, 
it will yield but a momenUry advantage, unlen the hkppy blow dull be punued 
with vigor. 

From an awunnce at these trullu we hkve lately made requimtiona for ei^t miiiinna 
of dollars, and tiie deficiencies of the military establishment. 

Six years have elapsed since the sword was flnt unsheathed. During this period, 
moderation hath marked every call for supplies nor can this demand for pecuniary 
aid be deemed exorbit«nt by those, who compute the extent of public exigencies, 
and the distant proportion of eight millions of dollars to the immense mass of property, 
devoted, on the eruption of the contest, to the cause of freedom. 

Suppose not that funds exist fw our relief beyond the limits of these states. As the 
the posseesionB of the citisens constitute our natural resources and from a sense of 
their sufficiency the standard of war was erected against GrcAt Britain so on them 
alone we now rely. But even if loans were attainable, their amount would be merely 
couunensurate with our ability and inclination to repay, and by nothing can both 
be m<«e gatisbctorily evidenced than by a generous exertioa amidst the langucw of 
public revenue. 

Arguing from the fonnei dilabHinen of supplies, the enemy, after having abandoned 
aeriousexpectationBofc<mquest by arms anticipate it in imagination from the dissolu- 
tion of our public credit. They cannot however deny the firmness of the basis, on 
which it may be phu»d when they survey the wide limits of this confederate coimbf, 
the truittulnese of its soil, and the industry of its people. 

But does the want of money only b^et difflcultiesT Did we ccDsecrate our wealth 
oitly to the American warT Have we a belief that we shall dwive every other succour 
bom friends? (wdoes the enemy gather conaolatiraL bom the supposed decay of our 
finances aloneT No. 

We are di st j o se o d by the thinness of our betta lions also. So vuIncmUe doee the 
boldness ot navigation render the very bosom of these states, so dispened in some 
parts is the population, and so rapid our enemy in bansportation that they aeixe and 
exhaust laige districts before their ravages can be checked. These hostile insulta 
would quickly cease from an experience of their inefficacy, if our military force 
would suffer important detachments. Perhaps it mig^t be hasardous to affirm that 
upon the completioa of the establishment, our yeomasty mi^t always remain at 
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or phicee so appointed to the Comnmader in Chief, or the 
commanding officer of the southern department, -who, upon 
rec^ving such notice, will send to each place of rendezvous 
a judicious, futhful officer, whose duty it shall be to muster 
the recruitfl and forward them to the places of their destina- 
tion; to keep a size-roll of all the men he sh^ muster, and 
g^ve a copy thereof to the officer commanding the recruits 
sent forward as aforesfud; to transmit weekly a copy of the 
roll to the executive of the State for which the recruits are 
mustered; and, upon mustering a recruit, to certify to the 
person producing him, the class, town and county for which 
he was engaged to serve, which certificate shall be fuU 

braie. And ytA it mnat ba caaced«d thmt, in tbia event, hanuBincaita of the militia 
would be often Avoided, or if dimwn into service they would txt with double powat 
when Mconded by ti i«ity howaoerer bowII, of regular tnopa. 

Tbia reqniaiticni ia not only rMoooable, but indigpenaible . Beaaanable beonee at 
file commencement of the war, the gnat body of the people inliated under tlia banaas 
ol liberty — indiapenaible, because we have no authority to expect, that the wsnt of 
numben in our own army will be eupplied by auxiliary toKm. 

Tardinen in the collection of our troopa has conataotly encomaged in our enemy 
a Buapicion, that American opposition is on the decline. Hence money from time 
to time, ia poured into the coffera of our enemy and the lender perhaps ia allnied by 
the pnapect of receiving it, with an naurious interest from the Bpoils of confiscation. 

To irttom then rather than youraelves who are called to the gnaidiaiuhip and 
■ovweignty of your country can these consideiatiMis be addtessed? loint labomsa 
aa we are in the work of Independance, duty impels us to admonioh you of the cnris. 
We poMBss no funds, which do not originate with you^wo can command no leriai^ 
irtiich are not raised under your own acts. Well shall we acquit ourselves to the 
worid, dionld peace, towards Him acqniaitum (rf which so illustrious a point hath ben 
gained, now escape our embracea, by the fatadequacy of our army or our treaame; 
for an appeal to this expoaitjoa of your affairs will demautiate our watc^fubuB of 
your h^pinen. 

Wa conjure you to remember, nbM confidence we shall eetablidi in the breart 
of that great monajcb, who has become a party in our political welfare; by a bold, 
energetic display ot our ability. 

Trusting theraton that these RetaessnlAtlonB will cause you to wei^ with attcn- 
tiaa and seal, this precious momant, and thna produce the mm and money, latdy 
leqnired, we ptay Ood to hare you in his holy keeping. 

Doneftc. 

This draft la ia the Papen oj Om Contmmtal Congmt, No. 21, folio 321, OanoU's 
draft being on folio 326, and 'numuon's oopy on folio 313 
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evidence that an able-bodied man has been mustered and 

received.^ 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1781 

On motion of Mr. {Ezekiel] Cornell, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood, 

Resolved, That in case the superintendant. of finance shall 
find it convenient and proper to provide by contract for 
supplying the recruits at and from the places of rendezvous 
until they join the army, the states may be relieved horn that 
duty. 

On the T^>ort of the committee, appointed to report the 
number of men, &c. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Commander in duet 
<Hi Uie report of Uie Board of War, respecting the General Officii 
submit the f blowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief do from time to 
time, as occasion may require, make known to the Secretaiy 
at War, the number of general officers vhich he shall judge 
necessfoy to be in the field, in the maia and seperate armies, 
and in different parte of the United States, and that on the 
receipt thereof, the Secretary at War shall issue his orders to 
such general officers as he sh^ think proper, to remain in or 
take the field for the pm*pose of compleating the said number, 
and that he report to Congress the names of the officers 
remaining in, or called into the field. 

I Tbja mpixt, in the writing of Eiekid Cornell, is in the Paper* 0/ tht CSm(6uiKaI 
Cm^rcM, No. 19, VI, folio S71. A copy by Chulee ThonMw is on folio 373. 

A lettei of DecembsT 4 from the President of New BJunpobire to the delegates ol 
that StKte in Congren wM read, u the indonement dto^n, on thia day, >ad referted 
to n committee, consiating of Hr. [Dsniel] Curoll, Mr. [Eiekiel] Conell, Ifr. [Abtahun} 
Clark, Ur. J[oaeph] Jonee tud Ui. [Arthur] Middlet<m. It ia in the Paptrt of&$ 
Oommtnbd Congren, No. 40, II, folio 137. 

A letta, of 10, fnnn the Legifllature o( New Jeney to their delegUea in Congnaa 
waa lead, aa the indorsement ahowa, and referred to the committee appointed to confv 
with the Commander in Chief. It ia in the Papen of ti« ContinmUi Congftm, No. 68, 
folio 587. 
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Resolved, That every general officer who shall not be in 
the field agreeably to the foregoing resolution, shall be c<ni- 
sidered as being on the haiS pay establishment, but liable to 
be called into the field; and that every general officer iHio 
shall have been on the half pay establishment according to 
the preceding resolution, and shall be recalled into the field, 
shall receive during his continuance in actual command 
every allowance and emolument incident to his rank. 

Bco B lT c d 'ft rt if Miy Q e n e yrf O ftee^ ^i a B ■«t- tii &- tim e of t atmn g 
upon tb e- brif - p a y « Bt a bli B bHt e B t | ■ce rtify - to tb o ■So e ntm ry a t W s f hio 
ri e o t ieP 'te- e e n t mu o rtwF e8 D - b »a b a II - Do t b »- li * bl e to - b o-ea llod into t b o 
flald M a f e ro s Md r' 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by 
iSx. [Arthur] Middleton, to add the followii^ proviso, to wit: 

Provided nevertheless, that no general officer shall remain 
in or take the field without the approbation of Congress. 

On the question to agree to this proviso, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [William] EUoy, 
New Jeriey, 



New Hampakire, 
Mr. IJTeimore, 
Maaaachuaetta, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Partridge, 
Osgood, 
Bhode latand, 
Mr. Ellery, 
Cornell, 
Connectieut, 
Mr. Law, 
Woloott, 
New Yori, 
Mp. Floyd, 



o}» 



no}* 



Mr. Clark, 
Condict, 
Permsyivania, 

Mr. Montgomeiy, 
Clymer, 
Wynkoop, 

iSi. Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Virgijtta, 
Mr. J. Jonet, 

Randolph, 



' Tbia i«port, in the writing of Dantel Ounll, b in the Fapen t^ the ContiTienbil 
Congrtit, No. 10, VI, folio S75. Th« mottoo fcdlowing it, in the writing of ChBrlea 
Thoni3oa, ia on the a«me folio. 
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SortthOmlina, 


j Georgia, 


Mr. Middleton, 


ay 




Mr. Telfair. 


Mathews, 


no 




N. W. Jonw 


Bee, 


no 


no 




Motte, 


no 






Ereleigh, 


no 






So it passed in 


the n^ative 





THURSDAY, DECEMBER ao, 1781 

On a report of the conunittee appointed to confer with the 
Commander in Chief: 

Beaolved, That the Commander in Chief be infonned that 
it is the earnest desire of Congress that he should take the 
most effectual measures for procuring the exchange of his 
excellency Thomas Burlw, governor of North Carolina, for 
some of the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, not military, 
who were made prisoners of war under the capitulation of 
York in Vii^inia, and that he report to Congress his pro- 
ceedings therein; ' 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to 
obtain the fullest information he can, respecting the powers 
and conduct of a set of men who stile themselves, the board 
qf directors to the associated loyalists in New York, and report 
Uiereon to Congress. 

On report of a committee, conEosting of Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cconell and }Sx. tl[oseph] 
Jones, to whom was referred a letter of 24 November, from 
the governor of the State of New York, 

Ordered, That the Secretary at War furnish to the order 
of 'Mr. [William] Floyd, one of the del^ates for the State of 

' ThiB leaoludon wh tieo entraed In tli« mnnacript Secnt (Domoetlc) Jounal. 
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New York, two tons of gun-^wder, and charge the same to 
the said State.* 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER ai, 1781 

On motion of ISi. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by Mr. 
[Isaac] Motte, 

Resolved, That at eleven o'clock every mommg, to which 
Congress is adjourned, the secretary shall call the states, and 
in case a sufficient nmnber to proceed upon business should 
not be present, the President sh^ th^i adjourn Congress for 
that day without a question, and the Secretary shall note in 
a book to be kept for that purpose, the statee unrepresented. 

Ordered, That iSi. [John] Mathews have leave of absence. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 34. 1781 

Mr. [Jonathan] Elmer, a del^ate for New Jersey, attended. 
On a report from the Secretary at War, 

Wab Offict £f December 1781. 

The method hitherto practiced in the Am^ of inlJHting men to aervB 
as fifera and drummen and paying them additional pay ia attended 
with manifest injury to the service for nothing ia more common than 
to Bee mrai employed in that duty who are in eveiy respect fit for 
soldiers, whilst boys hardly able to beu* arms are put into the ranks, 
and the Commanding officers of Corps have not the power of remedy- 
ing this evil without violating the engagemmt of the mm enlisted as 
drvanmera or fifera. 

I therefore wiah Congress would be pleased to order, that for the 
future no recruit should be engaged as drummer or fifer; but that 

■ This rapcM, In ttwwridiig of Eiekiel CixneU.il in til*. Pap« 4/' (b GmHimUal 
OmffrtM, No. 20, 1, folio 379. 

A meituvul of George Glentworth tad otheie, nipenmniaiaiy jdiTsiciuia utd bo- 
geona of the geneml boapiUl, wu preaented this day and refeired to the Seci«tai7 at 
Wu, M the indorsement ehowfl. It ia dated December 17, 1781, uid ia in the Paptn 
</th* Continmtal Omgrttt, No. 41, III, folio 483. 
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tiie commanding officers of Corps should be autiiorized to employ 
such of their men on that duty from time to time as shall be most 
proper and that the additional pay to such who shall be so employed 
hereafter shall be appropriated to the r^ur of their drums and 
fifes. Also that the number of men employed on that duty in any 
Corps, shall not exceed the proportion allowed tlie respective Corps 
in the establidmient. 

If Congress should approve of these sentiments I beg to submit 
to tiuar considezatitm the propriety of passing the inclosed minutes 
of a resolve: 

Resolved, That in future no recruit shall be inlisted to 
serve as a drummer or filer. \Phen such are wanted, they 
shall be taken from the soldiera of the corps, in such numbers 
and of such description as the Commander in Chief or the 
commanding officer of a seperate army shall direct, and be 
returned back and others drawn out as often as the good of 
the service shall make necessary. 

That all drummers and fifers, after being supphed each 
with a good drum and fife, shall keep the same in repair by 
stoppages from his pay, in such manner as the conunanding 
officer of the cor[»t shall order. ^ 

A letter, from the superintendant of finance, was read, 
wherem be requests that Congress will be pleased to appoint 
two auditors as soon as may be convenient.' 

An ordinance respecting the hospitid department was read 
the first time: 

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned for the second 
reading of this ordinance. 

On a report of a committee, conasting of Mr. [James] 
Lovell, Mi*. [Rt^CT] Sherman, and Mr. [George] Qymer, to 
whom was referred so much of a report from the Commit- 
tee of Commare as relates to the salary of Mr. William 
Bingham, 

* TUa report ia in the Papen qf the OontineiUat Qmgrut, No. 149, I, folio 59; th« 
naolution being mi folio 67. 
■ This letter ia is the JPaperi of the CtynH-nmial Omgnu, No. 137, I, folio 263. 
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The Committee to whom vaa referred the Report of the Commas 
oial Committee reepecting the salary and ezpeuces of M*' Bingham as 
political Agent of Congresa in the French West Indies report the same 
toMilution as was presented by the Conmiercial Committee, viz: 

Resolved, That there be passed to the credit of William 
Biogham, esq, oa the treasury books, the sum of one hundred 
and ten thousand three hundred and twenty-four Uvres of 
Martinique, due to him as the political agent of the United 
States in the French West Indies, to bear an interest [of six 
per cent, per annum,] from the 14 day of June last.' 

Wednesday and Fiiday employed in the second reading of 
the ordinance on the hospital department, which, after 
debate, was referred to a new committee.' 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER ag, 1781 

On report of a committee, consisting of &&. [Arthur] 
Middleton, Mr. [Geoi^e] Clymer and Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 
to whom was referred a motion for supplying the several 
States with copies of ordinances or reports previously to their 
being debated, 

Ordered, That whenever a day is assigned for the consid- 
eration of any ordinance or report, upon a matter of impoiv 
tance and not of a secret natiu%, the secretary, ex officio, 
cause to be made out and laid upon the table of Congress, 
as soon as may be, a copy of such ordinance or report for 
each State represented in Congress, for the information of 
members previously to their being debated.' 

' Thli rapcvt, in 0)9 writing of Junea Iiorell, u in the Papm ijfSi* Contmaibd O/^ 
gmi, No. le, I, folio 351. The words in brackets were added in CongreM. 

>0n December 24, wu read a letter of 10th from the Governor of New Hampdilie' 
It is in the Pap«n o/th« CbntiMtibil CbtvraM, No. 64, folio 210. 

On December 24, according to the Indoraement, was read a letter of December 21 
from Richard Feteri. It ia in the Paprn c/ tA« C(mtin«ntal Congrett, No. 7S, XVIII, 
folio 47S. 

Alw a letter of December 24 from General Waehington. ItigiaNo.l52,X,[oUo4n. 

■ This report ia in the Papen a} tAc Con(iiuntaI Ccmjrr<**> I^ o. 23, folioa S3-87. 
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An ordinance for incorporating the Bubecrib^? to the 
national bank, was read a first time: 

The Comimttee a{>pointed to confer with the Bank upon tiie act 
of incoqmration proposed by them to Congresa. 

Report, 

That it does not seem probable, that an Act of incorporation could 
be obtained from the Xjeg^ature of FennsylTania before the middle 
of next March. 

That in the Meantime, the finances of the United St&tes must suffer 
considerably without the aid of the Bank. 

That the Bank cannot operate without an act of incorporation from 
Congress itself. 

The Committee tiierefore — 

Report the following act of incorporation Qiere read the act, and 
let a question be taken upon reading it a second time on Monday 
next) and the Conmiittee beg leave to sit again. 

X «99 l 90 i\ Th at it r be yoeomm a ndod to - the L<^l a tuyo of E ae h S ta te 
to p a oo a L a wt ' f at ifjnn g t he-prooeding a et of ineoppo« t ion | and to 
p a oD othoF lo ws a ooowiiiig to the F e oommendntions, oent a inod in the 
l tcB olotioii e- of - tho 'B6 ? day of May la a tt rcBpeoting tbo - N a tienal » Bnnhi ' 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for a second 
reading.' 

■ TUb rapoit, in tba mtttng of Edmund B«ndolph, it in the Paptn of the ConH- 
luntat Omgrm. No. 69, III, folio 315. 

■A letUrof Decembor 21 from lfa,jor Genual William Hwth,encIoung a pvagiaidt 
of » tetter from Brigadier Qeneial John Stui, was read this day, as tha indonunent 
riiowB, and referred to a committee consiattng of Ur. [Daniel] CazroU, Ur. [Esekiel] 
Cornell, lb. [Abiaham] CUik, Vi. Poaeph] Jonea and Hr. [Arthur] Uiddleton. 
It is in the Paptn q/ the Contmeatal Congntt, No. 40, II, folio 173. 

A letter of December 27 tnaa the Secretary at War enclosing a atatamant by Oqttain 
Pry of loaaea of clothing waa delivered December 28; it ia in No. 149, 1, folio 73, and 
Pry'a memorial, dated December 28, 1781, ia oa folio 67. 

Alao on the aame date, according to the indoraemeDt, a letter ol December 27 from 
Oeneial Waahington waa teftd and referred to Ur. [Qewge] Clymer, Ur. [Eiekiel] 
Condi, and Ur. [Richard] Uw. It is In No. 152, X, folio 426, and la printed in 
l%t Writagi e^ WtMinglon (Ford), IX, 421. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 31. 1781 

The OTdinimce for incorporating the subscribera to the 
Bank of North America, was read a second time^ and ordered 
to be read a third time at two o'clock. 

On report of the committee, appointed to confer with the 
Commander in Chief, to whom was referred a report of the 
Board of War respecting a number of officers not belongiDg 
to the line of any particular State or seperate corps of the 
army, 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Commander in Chief 
and SeGrotary at War on the subject contained in areport of the Board 
of War respecting a number of Officers not belonging to the line of 
any particular State or separate corps of the Anny having proceeded 
according to order, Report, 

That there are a number of officers in different parts of the United 
States who do not belong to the line of any particulsr State or sep- 
arate corps of the Army from the frequent reductions of which most 
of them are left without employ. The additional expenoe of pay and 
subsistence of so large a number of Officers is a burden too great for 
the pubUc to bear, and if continued must in its consequences opperate 
to the great injury of Officers whose service is absolutely necessaiy 
Therefore be it 

Resolved, That all officers of the line of the army, below the 
rank of brigadier general, who do not belong to the line of 
any particular State or seperate cori^ of the army, and are 
entitled by acts of Congress to pay and subedstance, shall 
have the same with the depreciation of their pay made good 
to the first day of January, 1782. 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War be, and he is hereby 
directed to make returns to Congress on or before the 20th 
day of January, 1782, of the names and rank of all the officers 
necessary to be retained in service, that are included in the 
preceding resolution. 
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Seaolved, That all offices included in the for^oii^ descrip- 
tion, and whoee names shall not be inserted in therettims 
directed to be made by the preceding resolution, shall be 
considered as retiring from service on the 1st day of January, 
1782; provided always, that nothii^ contfuned in these reso- 
lutions, shall be construed so as to prevent or hinder any 
officer that shall retire as aforesaid, from enjo3ring all the 
emoluments that he may, upon retiring, be entitled to by 
any former acts of Congress. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states 
respectively, to settle the depreciation of the pay of all the 
officers that are inhabitants of their respective states, and 
shall retire from service imder the precedii^ resolutions, in 
the same manner as they settled with the officers of the line 
of their State, and chaise the same to the United States: 
and that the depreciation of all officers of the line of the 
army, not being inhabitants of the United States, nor belong- 
ing to the line of any State, be settled upon the same scale 
by which the settlement was made with the officers and 
privates of Colonel Hazen's regiment.* 

The ordinance being read a third time, was agreed to as 
follows: 

An ordinuice to ineorpotmte the subscribers to the bank of North 
America. 

Whw-M O K a tioTnl B a nlii ' pFop e i4y e oiiDtitDt e di ' go¥ e Tiiod -<> Bd Con 
duc te d) will b e of gw fra dwm tii g ^ to - thc fle' tTBit e d -S tetco i MM^wboro ag 
■F8 ub Be ription ' foi' ' ii W a rion a l B » Bk b a n b ee n op e nod^ imd -t bo S u b- 
B CHbew - do ae we the Pro t c e tJon^ ' MM e w gw n e nt oad a ooint a Dce e f th e 
pi i hli n i An d irh n n wi it i n pnrp n r mtiA n nrrnna iT th a t ! t hn R i i h on rih on] 
t o t hin B a nh pheuld b e in e oip a i ate d ib e fd e> to tk r t f in t o fall - tf eet 
rt* e g ood end a propoood by ifc 

Whereas Congress on the 26th day of May last did, from a conTio- 
tion of the support which the finances of the United States would 

■ Thia report, is the wiiting of Esekie] Cornell, ii in th« Faptn of th^ ConHnmtal 
Oaitgnm, No. 27, folio 149, tlie clonng aentauce in the lept^ Bpecifying the MttJemcnt 
"^raetbla to the nnlution of Congnn of tha ISth April, 1781." 
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ncem from the Mtablishment ' of a national bank, tppron a phaz 
for such an institution submitted to their consideration hj Robert 
Morris, esq. and now lodged among the archives of Congress, and did 
engage to promote the same by the most effectual means; and 
whereas, the subscription thereto is now filled from an expectation of 
a charter of incorporation from Congress, the directors and preaident 
are chosen, and application hath been made to Congress hy the said 
president and directors for an act of incorporation: and whereas, the 
exigencies of the United States render it indispensably neceasaiy that 
such an act be immediately passed : 

Be it therefore ordained, and it is hereby ordained, by the United 
States in Congress aaaembled, that those who are, and those idio dial] 
become subscribers to the said bank be, and torevest after shall be, a 
corporation and body politic to all intents and purposes, by the name 
and fitile of '"Hie President, Krectors and Company of the Bonk of 
North America." 

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation ore hereby 
declared and mode able and capable in law, to have, purchase, receive, 
posseas, enjoy, and retain lands, rents, tenements, herediiamenta, 
goods, chattels and effects, of what kind, nature or quality soever, to 
the amount of ^ii^ ten millions of ^anish silver milled dollars and 
no more ; and also to sell, grant, demise, alien, or dispose of the same 
lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects. 

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation be, and shall 
be forever hereafter, able and capable in law, to sue and be sued, 
plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered unto, defend, and 
be defended, in courts of record or any other place whatsoever; and 
to do and execute all and singular other matters and things that to 
them shall or may appertain to do. 

And be it further ordained, that for the well governing of the said 
corporation and the ordering of their affairs, they shall have sui^ 
officers as they shall hereafter direct or appoint: Provided neverthe- 
less, that twelve directors, one of whom shall be the president of the 
corporation, be of the number of their officers. 

And be it further ordained, that Thomas Willing be the present pres- 
ident, and that the said Thomas Willing, and Thomas Fitisinimons, 
John Maxwell Nesbit, James Wilson, Henry Hill, Samuel Osgood, 
Codwallader Morris, Andrew Caldwell, Samuel In^is, Samuel Hexe- 
dith, WiUiam Bmgham, Timothy Matlack, be the present directore of 
^ Th« reat oE the entiy in th« Jaaioal for thu daj ii in the writing of Qwqe Bc3id. 
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the said cotporation; and ahall so continue until another president 
and other directors shall be chosen according to the laws and regula- 
tiona of the said corporation. 

And be it furtiier ordained, that the president and directors of the 
said corporation, shall be capable of ezercisng such power for the 
well goveming and ordering of the affairs of the said corporation, and 
of holding such occasional meetings for that purpose, as shall be 
described, fixed and determined by the laws, regulations and ordi- 
nances of the said corporation. 

And be it furtlier ordained, that the said corporation maj make, 
ordain, establish, and put in execution such laws, ordinances and 
regulations as shall seem necessary and tionTenient to the government 
of the said corporation. 

[Provided always, that nothing herein before contained, shall be 
construed to authorize the said corporation, to exercise any powers 
in any of the United States, repugnant to tJlie laws or constitution of 
such State.] 

And be it further ordained, that the said corporation shall have 
full power and authority, to make, have and use, a common seal, 
with such device and inscription as they shall think proper, and the 
same to break, alter and renew at their pleasure. 

And be it further ordained, tJiat this ordinance shall be construed, 
and taken most favorably and beneficiaUy for the said corporation.' 

Done in Congress, Ac. &c. 

' A copy of thia ordinance, in which the preamble wu atmck out, ii in the Papen 
of tA« Contiiuntal Congnu, No. fiS, III, folio 309. It did not include the Btatement 
of the amount of the capital of the bank or the namei of the directon. On folio 305 
ia a copy of the oidinance and preamble m adopted. The pangnjrit in biscketa is 
based upon a draft, in Abraham Claim's writing, on folio 316. There ia a separate 
liat of the president and directota on folio 313. 

The following, in Bdmond Bandolph'a writing, ia on folio SIS): 

Whereaa Congran on the 26^ day of Hay 1781, did from a Conviction of the Support 
which the finances of the United Btatea would receive from the Establiahment of a 
National Bank, approve a plan of aoch an inatitation, aubmitted to their conaideiation 
by Robert Hoiiia BaqT and did engage to promote the aame by the meet effectual 
means: 

And Whenaa the aubecription thereto la now filled from Ae expectation of a Charter 
of incorporation from Congreas, the dirvctma and ftealdant ai« choaan and application 
hath been made by the Piesidait and directon elected for an immediate act of incn- 
poration. 

And Whereas without an i mmodia t o act of incorporation from Conitreaa th e e p — 
>i «M e l l li e b— k m u at b e at l eaa t a u e p e a de d f a> a eearf J ateb l e t lM ei the aubacribers 
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Resolved, That it be recommeaded to the l^slature of e&ch 
State, to pass such laws as they may judge necessary, for 
giving the foregoing ordinance its full operation, agreeably 
to the true intent and meaning thereof, and according to the 
recommendations contained in the resolutions of the 26th 
day of May last.' 

Poom ora— CmtioiMd . 

will b« left free to withdntw their mibecriptioni, the {Heeent b»ak nwy b« divtdTed, 

ftud it mfty be rendered difficult to wwX another if not inqnaable upon the Hme plan, 

■ m l II II nil i t i k » i ii iw iii t \ \uik Jtn i ild h ii rn ntJni inil even a delajr in granting a chaitei 

of incorpoimtion would auspend the operatiaiiB of the Bank for a conaida»ble time, 

and thenbjr cut oft « succour immediately and abacdtitely necenary to the United 

StatM: 

Be it Ordained Ac. Ac.:— 
A reeolutlon to accompany the Ordinance. 

Baolvtd, That it be recommended to the legielatore ot each Biste iam e dia tely K) 
ptm an act l a l i lj i wg ll iii | iiiii nilii n iiiiliiieiii mi| and t n p aw ntfi ii f I m wni accixding to 
the recommemdationa contained in the reoolutioDa of the 2e^ day of Hay laat. 

■ The draft of Ihia reaolution, in Edmund Saodolph 'b writJng, is in the Papat of At 
Omimatial Congrtai, No. 59, III, folio SIS. 

A letter of December 24 from the Qovemor of New YoA relative to tieaaonable 
Intercoune between the leaden cd Hie govermnent of the New Hampdure Orants 
and the enemy waa read on this or nme approiimate date. It ia in the Papffi of tit 
Cbntinmtol Congmt, No. 40, II, folio 179. 

Alao a petition of Jamea O'Dea dated Falmboeuf [France] Octobec 7, which ii in 
No. 42, VI, 47. 

Alaoaletter, of Dec«mber26, fawn Major Oeseial Heath. ItiainNo. 157,folio431; 
and one, ol DeCMnber 26, from him, whidt is <m tidio 4S6. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES * 
Admiralty, Board cf 
Ifi Ma7, 1781. Daniet of St. Thomu Jenifer 

Mediedl 

16 Febroaiy, 1781. William Burnett 

Treatwy 

17 Januaiy, 1781. George Walton, in place of Motte 

5 February, 1781. George Walton excused 

6 February, 1781. George Walton 

Thomas Smith 
28 May, 1 78 1 . William Churchill Houston in place of Walton 

16 June, 1781. Samuel Osgood in place of Houston 

1 At^uBt, 1781. Ezra L'Hommedieu in place of Thomas Smith 

ChmmitUeofihe Week' 

7 May, 1781. John Mathews 

Daniel Carroll 

Jamee Mitchell Vamtun 
14 May, 1781. Samuel Johnston 

John Sullivan 

Jamee Madison 
21 May, 1781. Samuel John Atlee 

Samuel Livennore 

Nicholas Eveleigh 

* Bee fuget 1229 ind 1230 oi Vol. XVIII. I now give mch appdntmenta otily u 
were made In 178L 

* Appcdntmenla were «t flnt recoded in the Jounul; bat, begiiming witta Novetn- 
bv 6, 1781, they axe louiid only In Paptn ef Ou Contjnmttil Congrttt, No. 1B6, Com- 
mitleaBook. 
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28Ms7, 


781. 


William Churchill Houston 
William Fow 
Artem««W«i<l 


4Jrae, 


781. 


OUver KUswoitli 
luaoUotto 
Richard Howly 


11 Jmw, 


781. 


Roger Sherman 
Joseph Montgomery 
William Sliarpe 


18 Imt, 


781. 


Geoige Partridge 
Tiiomas Rodney 
Richard Fotta 


2S JlUH, 


781. 


Uariwether Smith 
JanuaUitcfadlVamum 
Thomas Bee 


2 J<d7, 


781. 


Theodorick Bland 
George Walton 


SJnly, 


781. 


Thomas Rodney 
Richard Fotts 
Joseph llontgomery 


IS July, 


781. 


OUTer GUsworth 
Nicholas Eyeleigh 


23 July, 


781. 


Elias Boudinot 
Daniel Moviy 
William Sharps 


30 July, 


781. 


Jonathan Elmer 
Nicholas Van Dyke 
Joseph Montgomery 


« Atigiat, 


781. 


George Partridge 
James Duane 
Richard Howly 


ISAiigiMt, 


781. 


Joseph Jones 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer 

Daniel Mowry 


20Aogu.t, 


781. 


Samuel John AUes 
Samuel liTermore 
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27 August, 1781. 

3 September, 1781. 

10 September, 1781. 

17 September, 1781. 

24 September, 1781. 

1 October, 1781. 

8 October, 1781. 

15 October, 1781. 

22 October, 1781. 

29 October, 17S1. 

5 November, 1781. 

12 November, 1781. 

19 November, 1781. 



Standing Committees 

Nidiolas Gvdei^ 
John Witheispoon 
Richard Howly 
Meriwether Smith 
Oeoi^ Gymer 
Thomas Bee 
Oeoi^ Partridge 
Daniel Mowry 
Geo^e Walton 
Edward Telfair 
Ehas Boudinot 
Joseph Montgomety 
Abraham Clark 
John Hanson 
William Sharpe 
Jonathan Elmer 
Arthur Middleton 
Noble Wlmberly Jones 
Joseph Jones 
Benjamin Hawkins 
Roger Sherman 
Isaac Motte 
Samuel John Atlee 
Daniel Mowty 
John WithenpooD 
Richard Law 
Geoige Partridge 
Samuel Osgood. 
Nicholas Evelei^ 
James Madison 
Thomas Smith 
Isaac Motte 
Benjamin Hawkins 
Thomas Bee 
James Mitchell Tamom 
Daniel Carroll 
William Ellery 
Oliver Wolcott 
Esekiel Cornell 
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2G November, 1781. 



3 December, 1781. 



10 December, 1781. 



17 December, 1781. 



24 December, 1781. 



31 December. 1781. 



Journals of Congnaa 

William Floyd 
Abrsbun Cliric 
Richard Law 

William Chordiill Houston 
Hemy Wynkoop 
E!dmuDd Randoli^ 
George Clymer 
James Lovell 
Benjamin Hawkins 
Jonathan Elmer 
Nicholas Eveleigh 
William Floyd 
Joseph Montgomery 
Junes LoveH 
William Floyd 
Oliver Woloott 
Hetuy Wynkoop 
Silas Condict 
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BIBLIOGKAPHICAL NOTES. 



February 3. 

Retolatloii on Impost 

355. BeeolTed, That it be reoommeoded to the eevcral / atatee, as 

iudispenaahly neceeeary to the reetoration of public credit, .../... 

to vest in the united / states in congress assembled a power to levy 

for the / use of the united statee, a duty of five per cent ad / valorem. 

F". Broadside. 
March 3. 

Report on Conrention Prisoners. 
350. United States la Congress assembled, / March 3, 1781. 

F". II. 
Report <rf Eean, Gwlum, Pinckney, Smith and Gm;BDii. 

March 27. 

Capture and Condnnnation of Prizes. 

357. An Ordinuice, / Relative to the Capture and Condemnation 
of / Prizes. March 27, 1781. Signed, Sam'I Huntington, President. 
Philadelphia: Printed by David C. Claypoole. F". Broadside. 

A cop7 1b in the Ubnry of Congreeg. It meuorae 34 x 21 cm. 

358. An Ordinance, / relative to the Capture and Condemnation 
of Prizes. F°. Broadside. 

^iIb is the aame ordinance as the pieceding number, but differs in Qrpe and 
amngement, and the piinter*! name does not ^tpear. 
A cc^iy is In the Library of GongreM. It meaourea 30.1 x 20.3 cm. 

April 7. 

Initructlons to Privateers. 

359. By the / United States / In Congress Assembled, / April 7, 
1781. / Be it ordained, and it is hereby ordained by the United 
States in Congress / assembled, that the following lostructions be 
observed 1^ the Captains or Com-/manden of private armed vessels, 

1109 
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eommMsiooed hy letters of marque or general / reprisalfl, or otbenrne 
by the authority of the United Statee in Congrees eaeenibled. / 

Sgned: / Extract from the B£inutee, / CHARLES THOMSON, 
Secretary. / F". Broadade. 

A copy fa in the John Cwtor Brown Utnaiy. It mMsniM S3.S x 20.7 cm. 

May 26. 

Plan of Bank of ITwth America. 
300. Plan for EeUblisbing a National Bank for the United Statw 
.... To which is annexed, a Resolution of Congress, of the 26ti] of 
May 1781, acceding thereto; And a Particular Explanation of the 
Use of said Bank, By Robert Morris, Esquire, Superintendant [ac] of 
the Finance of America. Providence: .... Beoinett Wheeler, 
[1781.1 8". pp. U. 

Title bom AoNr. Cf . /ownali Ifay 88 tnd Dwmbec 81, 1781. 

December 4. 

Ordinance for Marine Captures. 

361. An Ordinance, / Ascertaining what Captures on / Water flhalt 
be lawful. / In pursuance of the Powen delegated by the Confedera* 

tion in Cases of /Capture on Water: / /Philadelphia: Printed 

1^ David C. aaypoole, in Market-Stxeet. / F°. Broadmde. 

A copy is in the Libniy of Congrwu. It mcHUiw 42 x U.6 on. 

Mxe Numbers In Lottery. 

362. A list/ Of t^ Fortunate Numbers /In the Fourth Class /(tf 
the / United States Lottery. / [Colophcm.] Printed by HaH and 
Sdlers. [1781.] / Sm. 4°. pp. 83 (1). 

Dnint on Aprfl 2, I78I, In panHace of k ranlutkoi et CongnM aAogtad Feb. 
«, 1781. 

Snlei for Troops. 

363. Rules and Articles for the Better Government of the IVoops 
ut the United States. Philadelphia. MDCCLXXXL 8". pp. 30. 

Till* bwi SoMn. 

364. Tbo I Ccmstitutions / of the / Serersl Independent Stattf / 
of / America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Artidv ^ 
Confederation / between the said States; / the / Treaties between S> 
Most Christian Majesty / and the United States of America. / Fnb- 
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liahed by order of Congreaa. / Fhiladelpbia: / Printed by I^anda 
Buley, in Market Street. / M.DCC.LXXXI. / 

8m. 8° pp. (2) 3-226. 

Printed in piununce of & resolve erf Dec. 29, 1780. 
A oop7 ii in the Libnry of GcmgieM. 

365. The / Constitutions / of the several / Independent States / 
of / America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of 
Confederation / betwem the said states; the / Treaties between His 
Host Christian Majesty / and the United States of America. / Pub- 
lished hj order of Congress. / Philadelphia Printed / London 
Reprinted, / with an / Advertisement / By the Editor, / For J. Stock- 
dale, in Piccadilly; and sold by J. Walker, / No. 44, in Pater-noster^ 
Row. / MDOCLXXXni. S". pp. viii, 168. 

A copy is in the Libruy of Crngma. 

366. The / Constitutions / of the aeveral / Independent States / 
of / America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of 
Confederation / between the said States; / the / Treaties between His 
Moat Christian Majesty / and the United States of America. / With 
an / Appendix, / contuning / An Authentic Copy of the Treaty con- 
cluded between their / High Mightinesses the States-General and 
the United / States of America, and the Provisional Treaty. / 
Published by order of Congress. / Philadelphia Printed: / London, 
Reprinted, / with an / Advertisement by J. L. De Lolme, / For J. 
Walker, No. 44, in Pater-nc»ter^Row, and / J. Debrett, in Piccadilly / 
MDOCLXXXm. / 

8°. pp. viii, 189, (2), portrait of Franklin and map of North America. 
A copy ia in the Lltamiy of Congiws. 

367. ThB I constitutions / of the several / independent states / of 
/ America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / and the / Articles 
of Confederation / between the said states. / To which are now 
added, the / DeolaraUon of rights; / the / Non-importation agree- 
ment; / and the / Petition of Congress to the King; / delivered by 
Mr. Penn. / With an / appendix, / containing the / Treaties between 
His Most Chriistan [sic] Ma-Zjesty and the United States of America; 
the / Provisional Treaty with America; / and (never before pub- 
lished) / an authentic copy of the treaty con>/cluded between their 
Hi^ Mightines-/ses the Statee-Oeneral, and the United / States of 
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America. / Hie whole arranged, with a / Fr^ace and Dedication, / 

By the R«T. William Jackton. /London: / Printed for J. Stockdile, 

in Piccadilly. 1783. 8°. (4) xrix, (2), 472, (2). 

A ncoiid editkio ot &e nnw, dftted 17SS, hw two iddilacHial pagea of tdnt- 

tiamaaU tX the and ud, h a bontiqilacs, k porttBit ol WaddtJgton, enffvni hj 

W. Bhaip, A cop; ot each edition Ii in the LibTwr ot CoDgreM. 

368. A / Collection / of the / Conatitutiona / of / the Thirteen / 

United Statee / of / North America / Published by Order c^ 

Congraes. /Philadelphia, Printed. /Glasgow: Re-piinted/ByJohn 
Bryce, Saltmarfcet. / M,DOC.T.yyYTn. / 12*. pp. (2), 257. 

A copy ia in the Libnrjt of CongrMB. 

340. "nie / Constitutiooa / of the aereral / Independent States /of 
/ America; the Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of Con- 
federation / between the aaid States; / and the / Treaties between His 
Most Christian Majesty / and The United States of America. / Pub- 
lished by order of Congress. / London printed, / from the original 
Philadelphia edition, / with an Advertisement by the London Editor; / 
And Dublin Reprinted, / For Measrs. Gilbert, Price, Walker, White, / 
Beatty, Byrne end Cash. / M.DOC^LXXXin. / 8". pp. (8) 264. 
A copy ia in Uie LlbrK? ot Coogren, Dwatt PanphltU, Volume 49, No. 12. 

370. Constitutions / dee / Trieze £)tat»-Unis / de TAmfriqiie. / 
Ffailadelphie; / et se trouve k Paris, / 

IPh.-I>. Pierres, Imprimeor Ordinaire da Roi, / me Saint- 
Jacques. / 
Kasot, p&ce & fils, Lilvaiies, quai dee / Angustins. / 
/ 1783. 8". pp. (4), 640. 

Th«n an copiea in iaigo p«p«r in 4°. 

A copy of Qie Uigo paper editicm is in the Lfbiaiy <d OoogreK. 
In Sabin'a Dietionarj/ anothar edition ia given, but I think it ia the mme m 
ttia, BS fte contenta are identickl. It ia Mid to have been tia&datad by Aa 
Dnc de Bodiefoucauld. 

Some cojdee Men have a aopplementaiy 4 pagaa, being " Acte de la lUpabliqae 
de Tiigtaia, / qui 4tablit la libert4 de Religion." 

371. The / Constitutions / of the / several independent states / of / 
America; / the / Declaration of Independence; / the / Articles of Ohi- 
federation / between the said states ; / the / Treaties between His Most 
Christian / Majeety and the United States of America. / — ^And the 
Treaties between their ICgh / Mightinesses the States General of the / 
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United Netherlands and the United States / of America. / Published 
originally by Order of Congress. / The Secoad edition. / Boston: 
Printed by Nonoan and Bowen, in / Marshall's-Lane, near the Boston- 
stone / M.DCX3.TiXXXV. 16°. pp. 28, S-180 (1), 1-29. 

This iDclndes the Definitive Treaty with England. 

A ci^)7 is in the libnuy of Congreas. 

572. The / Constitutions /of the / aereral Independent States / of / 
America; / tiie / Declaration / of / Independence; / the / Articles / of / 
Confederation / Between the said States ; / and the / Definitive Treaty 
between Great-Britain / and the United States of America. / Pub- 
lished by Order of Congress. / New-York: / R»-Printed by E. 
Oswald, at the Printing / 0£Sce, No. 25, WaterStreet. / 
M,DOCJAXX,VI. 18". pp. 266. 

A copy ii in die Libnvy of CongNH. 

Ihny editioDfl encceed this, but wHy mfter flie adoption of the Fedenl Con- 
stitation, Bfl well u the altcnUion o( Beveral ot the state conatitationa, ao as to 
iiwiiMiiiTlji alter die ctmtenta ti the collection, llieae have tbeiebre been 
omitted. 

Jounuls. 1781-2. 

373, Journals / of / Congress, / and of the / United States / in Con- 
gress Assembled. / Publi^ied by Order of Congress. / Volume VII, 
/ Philaddphia: / Printed by David C. Claypoole. / M,DCC,LXXXI. 

S°. pp. 522, (4), Ixzix. 

^Quni^ die tide ia only br die year 1781, thu volume includes the whole of 
the yew 1782. Hie nipplementary 4 pegea, or "Appendix to Volume seventli," 
dated Hay 4, 1781, are "Rnlea for conducting Buainen in the United Btatea in 
Congres aaembled." The index it by a mliprint termed "General Index to 
Volume VIII." 

A copy ia In the Libmry of Oongren. 

374. Journals / of / Congress / and of the / United States / in Con- 
gress assembled. / For the Year 1781. / Published by order of 
Congress. / Volume VH. / New York: / Printed by John Pattov 
son. /M,DCCJAXXVIL 8. pp. 522, (17), Ixzix. P. L, 

A reprint of the preceding volume, of vAlch 600 copiee w«>e printed by otder 
d Ooagnm of Sept. 13, 1786. It foUowi that volume very clcaely, many pagee 
being compoaed In exact copy, but it priiita die reprat ol Dnane, Sharpe uid 
Wtdcott Aprfl 18, 1781, on die V. B. debts (Appendix pp. [6-1?]) iriilch waanot 
printed in die former volume, and the (not in the index ii concted. 

A copy ia in the Library of Gongrea. 
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INDEX 



Acconatt, clumb«f of, complaiata, 63; 
pajmwnt, 387. 

Axtive, packet, 899. 

Adaou, AjMbeir, 222, a dtUgattfiom Con- 
WMtiaa. Ciedentikla, 1102. 

Aianm, Jidm, CndentiaU, 4; letten of 
credance, 17, 18; iiutnictioiu, 651, 746, 
848, 869, 876; commudon, 879. Let- 
ter*, 2, 3, 41, 42, 06, 102, 174, 1032, 1063. 
Mmiiontd, SO, 41, 812, 472, 661, 663, 
616, 619, 827, 048, 66S, 670, 980, M3, 
1138. 

AdKcoB, Sumiel, a ddtgoUfiom Jbiaacftw- 
atOf. Cndflntialf,4,e28. Ooiitiiitawi: 
McC«nb, 16; Haasachuwtta'a letter, 33, 
311, 421; Boud ol War's letter, 39; 
Bkine'a letter, 46; Oetmaa tegtmant, 
73; Weatem knda, 100; Blnney, 
116; Haniaon'a letter, 142; Jonea and 
Landaia, 174; La Luseme'a letter, 226; 
impoet, 262; French memorial, 311; 
Jay'a letten, 437 ; New Yoi^ letter, 420. 
YoUt, 111, 163, J64, 175, 200, 223, 267, 
27B, 287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 333, 
S38, S68, 892. MeatioTud, 74, 14Sn, 
175, 222, 223, 287, 289, 290, 306, 316, 338, 
340, 868, 376, 392, 4S0. 

Adama, l^wnaa, 223. 

Admiiftlty, Board of, I24n, 725; aalailea, 
614, 728; aeal of, 766; aboUahed, 943. 

Admiralty coiute, 764, 869. 

Aertaen, OuUUam, 71, 760. 

Aitken, Robert, 91, 92, 649. 

.Ueunder, Samuel, 140. 

Alexander, captain, 711. 

Allen, Ira, 860, 875, 882, 886. 

Allen, John, cokiaal, 148. 

Allen, Joaeph, 1031. 

Attian€e, frigate, 818, 640, 896, 700, 769, 



Alliaon, Fnutdi, 199, SS2, 398, 462, 612. 
Amtrita, gun riiip, 692, 698, 942, 1016. 
Anderson, Jamee, 900. 
AntUl, Edward, colonel, 448. 
Appeala, court of, 200, 699, 7S1, 861, 869. 
Applehm. Nathuiiel, 108, 121, 337, 434, 

484, 604, 642, 660, 681, 716. 
Arbuthnot, Hanbt, admiral, 492, 621. 

64». 

Aidier, , 863, 1032. 

Arendt, Henry Leooanl Philip, Baton d', 

29, son, 41, 96, 117n, 143, 144, 180, 201, 
277, 286, 449, 497, 689, 700, 729, 740, 
742, 948, 996n, 1020. 

Jr^, doop, 912, 915. 

Ariel, frigate, 248, 252, 818, 310, S30, 340, 

342n, 486, 7S9, 028, 942. 
Amuutd de la Rouerie, CSienlier, 0, 22, 

30, 76, 76, 77, 78, 86, 97, 121, 182, 198, 
277, 348, 464, 468, 610, 632, 634, 678, 679, 
682, 6S4, 720, 766, S73, 899, 906, 972, 
976, 084, 094, 098, 1023, 1027, 1053. 

Armiatead, Henry, 323. 

Aimltage, Benjamin, 133, 632, 681. 

Annatrong, Jamea f^rancia, chaplain, 907. 

Aimy, Oondnental, ataft, 171, 237, 531; 
nnifona, 206; pnunotiona, 242, 639, 891, 
1119; Weatem department, 279; Gsn 
man tiDopa^ 301; rankofgeneialofflcen, 
346, 1127, 1179; pay, 541, 649, 694, 1038, 
1118; needa of, 583; capper tor, 732; 
duck for, 732; aouthem department, 
923; Fennsylvanta line, 974; quotas for 
IT82, 1163; dnuuners and tUen, 1182; 
M^wnted officers, 1186; luleafortnops, 
1200. 

Ame, , captain, 604. 

Arnold, Benedict, major geneial, 40, 009. 

Arnold, Jonathan, 263. 

Artificen, 329, 537. 

UOB 
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Aalu, John, M. 

JUbbj, Qwtge, 437. 

AtUnaon, Qtotga, a dOtgaU Jhm Nmt 
EimpAin. Cradantbk, 4W; decllnw, 
1100. 

AUm, Sunuel John, a ddtgaufrowi Pautf 
fylMmw. CndentUb, 1103, 1131; 
lands, 1099. Commiam: VmaeyV 
nift Una, S5; WithacqtooB, 166; iion 
maoten, 100; Army pay, 20S, 882; ^w- 
onwi St Cbarinton, 46B; Hooltrie'B let- 
ter, 468; Diriki sod Puntsr, 467; G«t«a, 
616, 621; wmk, 620. SB4, 10G2, 1193, 
1196; Bland's nutiong, 674; Ysnardy, 

602, 686; CuiplMll, 643, 679; F»ttit. 
6», 677; NftTT, 708; Honltrie, 881; 
Jajr, 884; EUnibMh B«qeii, 906; Tan 
Bchalck and I>a BnyiKn, 922; Boaid 
cf War latter, 92S; Da BuriBMi, 9S1; 
additional tnopa, H7; PamajrhnuiU 
letter, 069; Onne's letter, 970, lOGS, 
1083; ntaliation, 972; Aimand, 964; 
Moultrie, 1026; Hajme, 1065; Waahing- 
ton'B letter, USln.- quotas of men, 1JS3. 
Tom, 111, 112, 163, 154, 176, 206, 224, 
302, 503, 604, 616, 624, 629, 630, 602, 

603, d07, «», 612, 613, 614, 616, 61S, 
619, 626, 627, 648, 660, 658, 663, 888, 
924, 966, 983, 986, 1037, 1043, 1068, 
1060, 1074, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 
1147, 1148. l^tOicmtd, 82, 86, 168, 
206)t, 224, 236, 623, 623a, 632n, S34n, 
682, 691, 616, 68611, 888n, 896n, 910n, 
911n, 1024n, 1130. 

Atlee, William Augwtua, 701, 702. 
AttOTtiey general, propoMd, 166. 
Audibert, Philip, 133, 134, 167. 
Auditon, Mlariei, 061; elactaon of, 1068, 

1070. 
Austria, mediatiGai, 686. 
Avery, John, 6, 629, 1101. 
Bsche, Richard, poetmaatn geoeial, 22, 

131. 671, 686, 716. 
Bailey, FrtudB, 475, 636, 612, 1201. 
Baird, Abnlom, 1086. 
Baketa, superintendent of, 169. 
Baldwin, Jednthan, colonel, 330, 462, 462, 

486. 
Balfour, Nisbet, lieutenant colonel, 130. 



Banister, John, 223. 
Bank, pjan, 610, 646, 64Git, 646, UOD; 
ol NorHi Ameiicft, 546, 1187. 



Barber, nanda, UmtMumt colond, 4t0. 

Bwber, Nathaniel, jr., 232, G04, UL 

Barber, WiDiam, lUO. 

Barberss, John, 1170. 

Barclay, Tbomae, 4S, 698, 716, 736, 731, 
1036. 

Barge, Jacob, 786. 

Banat, miUam, 460. 

Barr, lltomae, 488, 487, 494. 

Banas, , 674, 710, 746. 

Barrett, Nathaniel, 604. 

Barrett, Bamnel, »4S. 

Bairy, John, captain, MS, 700, 711, 1050, 
1143. 

Banlett, John, 160, 373, 27S. 

Bartlett, Joaiah, 222. 

Bates, "HiomaB, 67, 64. 

Bayard, John, 463, 786. 

Bayard, Ricard A Ck.., 1066. 

Bayley, Jacob, 666. 

Baynbm, Peter, 944. 

Beall, Samuel, 48. 

Beaulien, Joseph Louie de, 187. Mt 
309k, 1063. 

Beaumarcbais, Oanm da, 033. 

Beckley, John, 1104. 

Bedfoid, Mass., burning of, 1017. 

Bedken, Henry, 290, 306, 347, 348, 468, 
734. 

Bee, Thomas, a MtgaUfrom SauA Can- 
Una. Credentials, 1104; aUnidt, 1100; 
Cmtmittut: Board lA War's letter, 39; 
Greene's letter, 129; Witherspoon, 186; 
^™>7 P*7< 303; La Luaeroe'i lettw, 
226; courts, 234; Fettit'a letter, 242; 
quotas, 268, 1088; Wiigjit, 328; i»vf 
tana, 348, 360; bills cA oedit, 351; 
Court of Appeals, 376, 699; Fouu^- 
vania line, 396; impcata, 436; Sontb 
Carolina latter, 493, 970; Johnson and 
Bo■^ 600 ; neutiality, 670 ; Ycnardy. 60^ 
686; Boss, 680; poat<^ca, 686; week, 
693, 930, 1194, 1196; intareepted lettm, 
751; Bland's motion, 761; prinM*' 
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lelief, 773; moiMy fca Arm^, 86S; Ihi 
OoudiftT, 906, 1014; fluLiicM, 908, 
lH7n, 114g; Trauury office, S12; Van 
Schkick »nd J>u Bnynon, 923, 931; 
SftVBge, 922; Rhode IsUnd letter, 044; 
Louis, 964; John Cluk, lioen; Ediaon, 
lieO. Vota, 2, 106, 111, 112, 153, 164, 
176, 206, 224, 2«7, 288, 289, 293, 306, 
332, 334, 302, 616, 620, 530, 647, 602, 
593, 607, 600, 610, 612, 613, 614, 616, 
618, 619, 626, 627, 660, 663, 682. 694, 
714, 726, 730, 731, 747, 762, 776, 778, 
827, 864, 888, 966, 983, 1037, 1043, 1064, 
1061, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1148, 
116$, 1161, 1166, 1181. JUaHoiud, 2, 
67n, 114n, 163, 168, 176, 186, 189, 199, 
206, 207, 224, 262, 292, 203, 333. 345, 
S46n, 396, 401, 406n, 642, 669, 676, 678, 
774, 776n, 818, 961n, ]02en, 1046, 1066, 
1060, 1112, 1118, 1121, 1123n. 1160n. 

Balcour. Ia, aptain, 971. 

BellowB, Benjunin, a deUgatt fioM Jfew 
BrnipMre. Cradentisla, 498, 1100. 

BeiMll, G., 334. 

Benoon, Egbert, 76, 364, a delegate fitmi 
Ntne Yorh. Cradenti^, 1132. 

Benaon, Robert, 1132. 

Bentaloa, F&ul, ISO, 148. 149, 181, 273, 
277,278. 

Bfligen, Elinbeth, 860, 718, 008. 

Bennud*, exporta from. 969, 960n. 

ficiMV, 1010. 

Beviu, Robert, 140. 

Bible, printing tS, 01. 

BicUng, Frederick, 323. 

Biddle, John, 04, 132, 134. 

BOIb of credit, funding of, 186n,- emis- 
riona, 164; withdntnl of, £26, 592, 
Win; redemption of, 266, 878, 473, 496, 
608, 526; latttert tsa, 263, 268, 860; legal 
tender, 266, S31, SOI; exchiage, 861, 
391; one cunencr reGommended, 864; 
condition of, 399; ordinance for, 438; 
far New York, 4S0; unonnt of, 406; 
cmncellktion of, 430, 4M, 677; againat 
farther emiaaioiia, 601; aigning of, 671; 
alMnpii^, 691; burning of, 690. 



Bin^tam, WUUun, 95, 623, 646, 781, 782, 
786, 916, 10O7, 1069, 1066, 1123n, 1183, 
1188. 

Binney, Banubae, Ilfi, 187, 259, OOO, 1002. 

Bitting, Adam, captain, 474. 

Bt&ine, Ephraim, 46, 46, 67, 73, 92, 260, 
264, 277, 280, 321, 336, 337, 360, 367n, 
4SS, 615, 672, 677, 812, 839. 

BUnd, Theodorick> Colonel, 182, a t&Ic 
gaU from Vxrgima. LetUn, 306. Cre- 
doQtula, 1103. Gmamitee*: Waahing- 
ton letter, 1, 499n, 602, 832; Feon- 
aylvania line, 26, 306; Yiiginia, 96; 
Pettit, 121, 266; Franklin, 187, 476; 
Burnet, 203; Maryland, 241; Bkinna, 
267; quartemuuter's atoiee, 262; Con- 
vention troops, 274, 629; billa of credit, 
351, 678; commiaaary, 390; French loan, 
399; Bchuyler, 421; Hay, 464; Bland'* 
motion, 469, 674; Articlee of Confed- 
ention, 471; Dirika and Painter, 487; 
Army pay, 493, 606, 863; Board of 
War, 622; Army promotions, 639, 892; 
CaldweU, 620; GampbeU, 643, 679; 
Vamum'a motion, 688; Rhode laland 
letter, 715, 729; week, 716, 11&4; 
marine department, 726, 728; D'Arendt, 
740; priaonem, 749, 773; captures, 764; 
admiralty reptnt, 769; Storey, 785; 
finances, 817; New Hampshire, 818; 
forage, 841; Spotewood, S92; Argo, 
912; Navy, 919; Lomagne, 1016, 1022. 
Vote; 2, S, 106, 111, 112, 163, 164, 
206, 224, 267, 279, 267, 288, 2S9, 291, 
293, 306, 338, 358, 892, 603, 504, 616, 
624, 620, 630, 547, 693, 607, 609, 610, 
612, 613, 614, 615, 61S, 619, 626, 627, 
648, 660, 658, 663, 694, 714, 726, 730, 
731, 741, 742, 747, 762, 776, 778, 822, 
827, 854, BSS, 924, 983, 086. 1037, 1043. 
MtKtUmtd, 14TI, 21n, 72, 73, 74, 06, 
104, 118, 134, 141n, 206, 207, 207n, 
224, 226n, 235, 263n, 274, 274n, 294n, 
20&n, 302, 804, 304n, 306, 305n, 306, 
307, 366n, 870n, 876, 302, 398, 401, 469n, 
460, 476k. 484n, 490, 490n, 606, 607, 617, 
627. 620n, 630, 646n, 670, 674, 677, 679, 
582, 5S3n, 660n, 602, 612, 61S, 626, 627, 
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648, 706, no, 710n, 730, 748, 74»n, 760, 
766n, 774, 762, 78S, 7S1, 821, gi2n, 016, 
02On, 978, 982n, 1040. 

Blair, Jolm, a MtgaU fiom Vi rffmk. 
CredeDtUls, 1103. 

Bloomfield, Moeea, SSI. 

Boisei, Aeneaa, B71. 

Bond, GeMge, 66, 60n, 77n, 112, 128, ISGn, 
20Sn, 291n, 814, 329f>, 36Sn, 365n, 38»n, 
394, 419n, 476n, ClDn, 64Ihi, &S8n, 717, 
737n, 739n, 743n, 932n, 1037n, 1091n, 
I137n, nSSn. 

Bond, Th<HiiM, jr., 118, 191, 375, 388, 487, 
629, 544, 785, 1072. 

BoiuUa, sloop o( wv, 1082. 

Bonfield, John, 464, 718, S33, 977. 

Bon lurnimt Ridiard, 789. 

Boon, Hawkiiu, S8S. 

Booth, JMnw, 194, 1103. 

Baden, JoMpb, 284, 337, 474, SS2. 

Boremui, JtAoL, 20, 486, 48T. 

Boudinot, Eliaa, a ddtgatt fivm Ntv> 
Jenty. Credentikla, 777, 1102; attends, 
777, 1099. Honey, 1021. CommitUei: 
Week, 782, 069, IIM. 1106; prlaonerB, 
816, 829; Wuhington'a letten, 832, 880; 
Vermont, 642, 1032; Vuginia motion, 
848; Elizabeth Bergen, 851; Houltiie, 
881, 1026; prisonen, 834, 889; Uorlou, 
962n; Pennsylvania letter, 069; South 
Carolina letter, 070; Ftench memo- 
rial, 076, 086, 1062; retaliation, 978; 
hoepital department, 984; Barry, 1050; 
French letter, 1063; War Department, 
1070; Yorktown surrender, 1071; thanks 
to Washington, 1079; quotas, 1087, 1088; 
Southern Btatee, 1108; Pennsylvania 
and Connecticut, 1116; Navy court- 
martial, 1143. VoUm, 778, 822, 827, 854, 
888, 0S3, 085, 1037, 1043, 1054, 1058, 
1060,1073,1077,1090. MertAmed,787n, 
Slln, 815, S30T^ 831, SSln, 837n, S46n, 
87en, 886n, SOOn, 971n, 974, 976, 1006, 
10^6, 1065, 1107, 1110. 

Boundaries ot United SUtes, 808, 808, 811 , 
613n, 616, 617. 

Bourbon, ship, SS3. 

Boffby, Daniel, 489. 



Bowen, Oliver, 53, 142, 9M. 

Biadford, John, 7S, 254, 463, 732. 006, tO, 
930,030. 

Bnhm, Fad I. S. de, aOO, 761, 76», 8U, 
835,843. 

Branham, B^dwird, 6B7. 

Biayman, Christian, comet, 22. 

Bremar, F., 1123n, 1124. 

Brevard, Ephnim, a tUesfoU from JKxtl 
Carokna. Credentiale, 1034, 1101. 

BrOUant, biigantiae, 260, 531. 

Bristol, R. I., burning of, 1017. 

Brodhead (Broadhead), Daniel, coloael, 
33, 158, 186, 226, 264, 270, 530, 670, 720, 
72S, 898, 929, 084, 996, lllSn. 

Broenrd, Celerin, 971, 1123n. 

Broughton, Nicholson, 657, 759, 840. 

Brown, Andrew, 619, 520, 1044, 1046. 

Brown, Cbariee, Ueutemuit, 661. 

Brawn, 7ene, 733, 743. 

Brown, Jdba, 274, 608, 710, 815, 883, 88S, 
910, 912, 915, 028. 

Brown, KichoUs, 274, 719, 015. 

Brown, William, captain, 7, 84. 

Brawn, , 6. 

Brown, , Dr., 48. 

Brown, ilz. <S. C), 14. 

Browne, Joaet^, 155. 

Brawnson, Nathan, 316, 378, 388, 1016, 
1066, 1106, 1106. 

Brusaell, Joseph, 602. 

Bryan, Bartholomew, 833. 

Bryan, Jeremy, 233. 

Bryan, John, 815. 

Bryan, Jonathan, 100, 238, 230, 1021. 

Bryan, Samuel, 7S8, Oil, 061. 

Bryco, John, 1202. 

Buckley. , 828. 

Bull, Epaphras, major, 619, B30. 

Buigess, Joseph, 631. 

Buigin, Elizabeth. (See Btrgm.) 

Bmgoyne, John, 346, 436, 647, 880, 803. 

Burke, Thomas, a delegate fiim Jfertk 
Carolina. Money, 302, 876. Oammilr 
tea: oxecntive departments, 31; !'«*'■ 
letter, 32; Uassnchusetta letter, 33; 
Pennsylvania mutiny, 46; French le^ 
ter, 67; Virginia letter, 06; New Yorii 
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Uitta, 95; Gib«ni, QB; western Unds, 
100; Qreene'fl letter, 129; Hamson's 
letter, 142, 185; Jones uid Luidals, 
174; Southoradeptrtiiieiit, 179; bilk of 
exchange, 197; nilw, 226; Treasury 
report, 264; quotas, 268; Uorru'i letter, 
291, 432; lotter?, 3M; French memorial, 
$11. FoUm, 2, a, lOe, 111, 112, 163, 
154, 176, 206, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288, 
289,291,293,332,334,338,868. JVen- 
tiotud: 2, 26n, 67n, 106, 110, 136n, 146, 
148n, 153, 206, 224, 237n, 247n, 286, 
287,290,334,340, 376, 402, 676n. Gov- 
anor, 1034, 1035, 1104, 1181. 

Buinet, Robert (7), major, 953, 954. 

Buinet, William, a detegaU from Nete 
Jerteg. Credentials, 777; letten, 203, 
226, 2S0, 321, 493. OommHiea: Medi- 
cal, 155, 1193; Bimejr, 187; quotas, 
268. Vota: 153, 154, 176, 267. JTcn- 
Unud, 233,277n. 

Btuiall, Jonathan, 323. 

Bush, Uosea, 363. 

Bush, Nathan, 899, 10B6. 

Bush, S., colonel, 738, 749. 

Butler, Richard, colonel, 41, 80, 303. 

Byen, James, 9, 274, 476, 902. 

Cadis, consul at, 306, 484. 

Oaille, Stephen Audibert, 663. 

CaUwell, Andrew, IISS. 

Caldwell, Jamm, 620. 

CaldweU, Samuel, 901, 933, 934. 

Oambiay, 1006, 1061, 1086. 

OampbeU,Arthur,colonel.l065,10S8,1098. 

OampbeU, Donald, colonel, 62, 62, 63, 
228, 643, 679, 680, 706, 901, 1044, 1060, 
1169, 1161. 

Campbell, Duncan, 709, 721, 722, 768, 
787, 816. 

Campbell, George, 981. 

CaptuiM, at Ma, regulations, 86, 861, 916, 
921, 968, 961, 970, 986, 98«, 1108, 1113; 
ordinance, 1141, 1147, 1162,1153,1200; 
by land, 690. 

Gaidoqui, James, 163. 

Carleton, Sir Guy, 887. 

Cadeton, Joaeph, 20, 140, 168, 238, 812, 
S4S,4S4,4?e. 



Cariisle, port at, 14, 74, 330, 638, 690. 

Cannichael, William, 140, 146, 161, 311, 
437, 462, 464, 506, 519, 654, 597, KS, 
693, 866, 913. 

Came, Anthony, 922. 

Cane, John, 981. 

Cames, Patrick, 756, 942. 

Carolina, packet, 474, 600. 

Caron, , 486. 

Catrington, Bdwud, 119. 

Carroll, Daniel, a deltgaidfiom Mayland. 
Credentials, 1103; attends, 138, 1100, 
1151, 11S2. CtmniuOttt: Forrest, 160; 
prisoners, 196, 634; Luzerne, 226; 
Conventkm prisoners, 236; Stoddert, 
289; Maryland, 241, 616; Forman and 
Gibson, 806; quartermaster'a stores, 
337; French lottn, 399; Lafayette, 451, 
531; Fennsylvuiia, 469; Bland's mo- 
tion, 469; Articles ol Confederation, 471; 
week, 483, 1193, 1196; South Carolina, 
493; Army pay, 493, 606; Washington, 
499n, 502, 1161n,- Howell, 623; finances, 
6S3, 732, 739, 781, 817, 1123; Army ac- 
counts, 649; French memorial, 562, 
1009; letter to Slates, 585; independence 
celebration, 716; New Hampdiire, 732, 
818, 836; Melven, 753; French letten, 
778, 876; foiage, 841, 943; Vermcmt, 842; 
Kean, 922, 935; Rendon, 1010; Hop- 
kins, 1042; Scogrove, 1046; South Ckio- 
lina and Georgia officen, 1051, 1117; 
Yorktown suirender, 1071; thanks to 
Washington, 1079; Pollock, 1107; South- 
ern States, 1108; Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut, 1116; fiohericM, llZSn; 
courts of inquiry, 1126; Lafayette, 
llSln, 1134; Duportai), 1141n,- Edison, 
1160; Yorktown prisoners, 1162n,' quotas 
of men, 1163; Dartmouth Goll^, 1169; 
New Hampdiire letter, 1179n,- StaA, 
1186n. Vbta, 153, 154,' 176, 206, 224, 
267, 279, 287, 289, 291, 293, 306, 332, 
334, 338, S68, 392, 608, 604, 516, 624, 
620, 630, 547, 612, 313, 614, 615, 618, 
619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 682, 
6M, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 
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762, 77fi, 778, 822, tZT, 864, 888, 924, 
968, 983, 986, 1037, 1013, lOM, 1068, 
1001, 1074, 1078, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 
1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1163, 1161, 1106, 
IISO. MentioTud, ISSn, 213, 222, 224, 
493, 495n, 628n, &44n, 016, 027n, 070n, 
099n, 771n, 791, 82en, 847n, 923, 1089, 
1090, 1113, ll]7n, 1129, 1147, llOln, 
116S, llSOn. 

OuMn, Joseph, 474, fiOO. 

CuaoB, Richud, 4B2. 

Cuy, Afcliibftld, 750, 1104. 

CuxDoiii, , csptain, 004. 

CMUins, Peter de, 1128. 

CutKB, Muquia de, 931. 

Oittell, Benjuoin, 914, 921. 

Cktullppe, , 486. 

Cedmn, capitulation of, 2B1, 889. 

Cenaus recommended, 1129. 

Cetonio, Stephen, 615. 

Certiflcatefl of accoimtfl, eigning of, 670. 

ChampUin, Imke, 887, 892. 

ChampIiD, , colonel, 446. 

ChapUina, pay, 4S8; airaogemmt, 
S29, 043; for l^ht diagoon«, 901. 

CharleeUin, capitulation of, 621; prison- 
era from, 74S. 

ChailMtown, Haaa., burning of, 1017. 

Quae, Samuel, a deUgaUfmn Marj/iand. 
CredentiAla, 1161, 1162. 

Chaae, Thonuui, 160. 

Chaumont, Le Bajr de, 316. 

Ch«enut, John, 832. 

Chester, , 1102. 

Chinn, Edward, 6. 

Chittenden, Thonue, 876, SB2; governor, 
letter, 1166. 

Chrietie, , 680. 

Church, Thomas, 700. 

Claiborne, R., 603, 604. 

Oajon, William, 530. 

Clap, Preserved, 115, 183. 

Clark, Abiaham, a delegate from Kew Jer- 
tey. Credentials, 777, 1102; attends, 
996. CommiUeet: Skinner, 24, 78; Lee, 
32; Blaine, 45,488; Atlee, 86; New York, 
95; Burnet, 203; Board of War, 332; 
Quartermaster's Btorea, 337; officers' 



par, 300; Bcott, 430; Virginia. 449; Aitf- 
clea of Confederation, 471; finances, 583^ 
llOOn. week, 996, 1149, 1196, 1196; 
Georgia lettcn, 1021; Sopkine, 1042; 
Waltcn, 1044; J<dui Clark., 1073; snp- 
plifl^ 1112; Nsw- Hampshire lattw, 
n79n,- leportB of Btftteo. 11S4; Stark, 
1186n. Vota, 106, 111, 205, 224. 267, 
290, 203, 306, 332, 334, S5S, 392, 603, 
504, 1037, 1043, 1064, 10S8, 1073, 1077, 
1090, 1119, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1161, 1166, 
1180. MaOiimtd, 32, 66, 70, 70n/ VJn, 
104, 116)1, 224, 230n, 267. 34In, STOM. 
383, 3B3n, 301, 396r, 433, 434n, 458. 474, 
476n, e06n, e76n, 1017n, 1149n. 1169, 
1182. 

Clark, GetHge B«gen, 4S9. 

Clark, Thomas, colonel, 396. 

Clarke, Duiel, 1016, 1046, 1078. 

Oarke, John, lOM, 1060, 1073, 1092, 
1106n, 1112. 

Clarke, Joseph, 434, 719, 916. 

ClarkBon, John Levinus, 34, 78, 238, 314. 
381, 606, 674, 685, 788. 

Clay, Joseph, 7, 8, 496. 

Claypoole, David C, 291, 881, 1200, 1203. 

Clearancee, rigning, 614. 

C1erk^ pay, 100, 362, 733, 961. 

Clingan, Williun, 222. 

Clinton, George, governor, letten, 36, 37, 
146, 226, 236, 241, 249, 311, 353, 420. 
472, 722, 747, 816, 931, 1046, 1169. 

ainton. Sir Hemy, 621, 821. 

Clothier general, bond for, 401 ; powen of, 
667. 

Clothing department, regulatioDs, 11, 317, 
342, 662; allowances and pay, 1023. 

Clothing for soldiers, 664, 778. 

Clymer, George, bank directtv, 122; a dtt- 
egaUfromPKim*glvaaia,\\V»; Creden- 
tials, 1103, 1131. attends, 229, Cbm- 
miUsM: McComb, 16; Pettit's letter, 36; 
shot and shells, 65; weetem lands, 99; 
quotas. 268, 1088; finances, 381, 487, 
688, 1028; Morris's letter, 429; Parsaas's 
letter, 430; imports, 435; Lafayette's 
letter, 451; Sullivan's motion, 476; La- 
fayette, 531; bank, 64S; J. P. Joaea, 
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B78,»42; neutrality, 579; bilUofcredit, 
6H; 0)tldweU,e20; Bingham, 64S, 1183; 
gun ship, fl92; agent at Havana, 698; 
Mutacbtuetts letter, 702; independ- 
ence celebration, 71S; Holker, 717; Ha- 
Mn, 721, 728; aalariee, 733; consul's 
coinniini<xi, 735; delegates' pay, 813; 
primnem, 749, 773, 815, 829, 884; fai- 
aonB,750; Sullivan, 818; mercbanta' me- 
morial, 856; Brown, 883; IntMeet, 903; 
Bradford, 908; Treamur office, 912; 
Kean, 922, 93S; week, 030, 1105, 1196; 
William Lee, 931, 955; Bnuliord, 936; 
Bilae Deane, 055; I^Yench memorial, 
1009; Bendon, 1010; conference with 
Pennsylvania, 1018; Hopkins, 1042; 
consols, 1053; Indians, 105S; secret 
information, 1047; Indian treaty, 1088; 
Nicholas, 1131; Campbell, 1159; Giles, 
1171; reports for States, 1184; Wash- 
ii^ton'B letter, 1185n. VbUi, 2, 3, 
lOe, 111, 112, 153, 154, 175, 205, 267, 279, 
287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 334, 338, 392, 
COS, 504, 516, 524, 529, 630, 647, 692, 693, 
607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 616, 618, 
619, 626, 027, 648, 650, 658, 663, 681, 
694, 714, 726, 741, 742, 747, 762, 776, 
778, 827, 854, 838, 924, 956, 983, 1037, 
1043, 1064, 1058, 1077, 1153, 1161, 1166, 
1180. J<'enti(nu<{,l80n,S25n,331,431n, 
5S0,545n, 616, 692n, 698, 698n, 729n, 
?83n, 956, »66n, 956. 1063, 1078. 1172n. 

Oochnm, John, 48, 65, 160, 230, 534, S79, 
981n. 

Coleman, Robert, ^M, 326. 

Collins, John, 222, 882, 1013. 

Colston, Bawleigh, I127n. 

Comegys, Cornelius, 34, 343. 

Oommeroe, tiea^ot with Great Britain, 
746. 

Oommarcial afiairs, 009. 

Oommerdal committee, papeis, 63; ac- 
counts, 157. 

Oommeidal r^ulations. (See Impoit.) 

CmnmisMry general of military st(aes, 49, 
100. 

Commissary of ivues, 701. 

Commiaaary of poicbaaea, 390,701. 



lex 1211 

Commissions by ministers, 766. 

Committee of the States, 229. 

Committee reports, 908. 

Compti, John, 896. 

ComptTollei,«alaTy, 951; election of, 1006, 
1050. 

Conand, Jamea F., 511. 

Gondict, Silas, a lUUgatt/nm Ntw Jtneg. 
Credentials, 1152; attends, 1149. Com- 
miUeeK Week, 1196. VoUt, 116l> 1166, 
1180. 

ConfotUraq/, frigate, 899, 922, 942, 1013. 

Confederation, Articl es of , ratificatian, 186, 
190, 191, 192, 208; text, 214; enforce- 
ment, 236; publication, 476, 643; power 
to execute, 469, 894; expocition of, 894; 
enlargement ot powers, 896. 

Congren, rules of, 226, 263, 476; printing 
of journal, 291; adjonmmmt of, 1088; 
representation in, 1113. 

Cimnecticut, funds from, 38, 61, 1089; 
agrees to impost, 262, 296; credentials, 
606, 1102; landceemona, 704, 784, 1077, 
1008, 1113; quoU of troops, 729; com- 
miflsionB from, 835; and Permsylvania, 
1115, 1116. 

Connecticut Farma, N. J., burning of, 
1017. 

Connecticut line, 581. 

Connor, John, 233. 

Constitutionsof the States, 1200, 1201,12(». 

Consul, vice, in France, 687; in the 
United States, 960. 

Consuls, conventitm with Fiance, 792, 
804n, 845, 896, 1053; powers of, 914,916; 



Convention troops, removal, 178, 193, 196, 
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UcDougall, Al«UDdv, a dtUgate from 
Nt9 Tork. Att«nd^ 64. OmmitUei: 
Aimnd, 78; UJnnv, 78; Atlee, 86; 
HodcdcQ, »; WaAin^bnt'a IrtUn, 
104, 133; Fktttm, 116; Petlit'fl latter, 
121; Whipple's maaaitl, 136; Hani- 
won'a l«tt«r, 142; SmillMni Dc^Htment, 
17»; d'Aicndt, 181, 353; Baifiim'* letts, 
18G; Fntnklin'a letter, 187; uomnaatan, 
IBO; Buntef ■ letter, 203; HutduDa, 
338; GMirtHnattul, 666. ToUt, III, 
163, IH, 176, 206. MaOiontd, BTn, 
145n, 166, 206, 211, 213, 278n; WKntmry 
of nuriiw, 203, 333, 334; major genenl, 
262, 326, S27, 332, 340, 420, MO. 

UcI>nfl,Jsmea,261. 

HcOee, lame^ 606. 

UcHeorr, Jamea, 244, 641. 

Uclntodi, I-achlan, brigadier gcoacal, 
762, 772, 773, 986. 

Uclntyn^ Tbomm, captain, 140. 

IfcEean, Thomaa, a dtUgatt Jmn Dda- 
vart. Credentiala, 193, 1103; attauk, 
U»; proddeat, 733, 1071; migia,, 1069; 
thanka, 1106. CommitUa: UcOomb, 
16; azecutlve departmemtB, 31; Vnoch 
letter, 67; Lewia memorial, 57; Camp- 
bell, 63; Dnmaa'a letter, 78; Fennqd- 
vania letter, 106; coorta, 234; Fettit'i 
letter, 266; qnotM, 268, 1088; lotterr, 
304; FrtiKh. meminul, 811; Nev York 
letter, 811, 339; billa ot credit, SSI; 
Bowd ol War'a letter, 368; couit of 
appeak, 376, 699; fanpoit, 636; bumlsg 
billi, 668, 690; marine department, 726; 
New Hamp^ire, 732; capturea, 764; 
New Hampehira letter, 836; Uorton, 
e62H. Vota, 105, HI, 112, 163, 164, 
175, 206, 824, 267, 291, 293, 306, S32, 
338, 358, 660, 668, 682, 694, 726, 741, 742, 
747, 752, 776, 778, 822, 827, 854, 888, 
924, 066, 963, 986, 1087, 1043, 1064, 
1058, 1060, 1090. Jbniumed, 64n, 
65, 67n, 206, 222, 224, 234, 236, 304, 
304n, 312, 345, 861n, 352, 867, 648, 660, 
768JI, 766n, 783n, 814n, «28fl, 868n, 
87ftn, 880, 883n, 920n, 927, 028>t, 941, 
951T1, 966n, e74n, 978n, 1060, 1064, 
1064n, 1070, 1113n. 



HcEenaie, Jamea, 90L 

UcEeaaon, John, 76. 

IfcKialejr, John, 1017. 

UcEinnaB, 'Vniliam, 787, 788. 

Hcl«ne, AUmi, captain, 39. 

HcLene, Jamea, a itUgaU from P«wu|rl- 
wmo. Committtu! Btble, 91. 

HcUuUin, JoaeiA, 881. 

HcUoidie, Bobert, 486, 631, 643. 

UcNutt, Aluandai, 66, 1062. 

Uacpberacn, J<dm. 32. 

HcFheraon, WUiam, m^w, 307, 1162, 
1171, 

UcQueen, Jamea, 437. 

Uadiatm.Jameo.aiUvtf'^xH FwyMiis. 
Credentiala, 1103; attends, 1100. Com- 
MittcM.- Waahington, Sin,- Bowen, 53; 
Haniaon, 142; Bouthem department, 
179; Articlee ol ConfedeiMion, 186, 236; 
bat dfty, 258; French memnrial, Sllj 
745; d'Arandt, 363; Boaid of War, 376; 
Ja]',437; llaryUnd,44«; Hadioon'amo- 
tion, 420; New Yoi^ 420; Horns, 429, 
714; week, 600, 884, 1078, 1193, 1194, 
1196; Army pay, 606; Snancee, 724; 
New Hampohiie, 732; eaUriea, 733; 
llarboia, 738; Grecoie, 755, 789; Wadi- 
ington's letter, 782; impoet, 7S7; dde- 
gatea' pay, 813; New Hampehire letter, 
836; South Carolinft letter, 970; Penn- 
aylvania letter, 1012; TrumboO and 
Gi«ene, 1023; fidteries, 1123n.- I^fay- 
ette, 1131, 1134; Duportail, 1141it. 
Fotw, 8, 3, lOe, 111, 112, 163, 154. 176, 
206, 224, 288, 289, 291, 332, 334, 338, 
603, 604, 616, 624, 629, 630, 647, 592, 
693, 607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 
618, 619, 626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 
682, 694, 714, 726, 741, 742, 747, 752, 
776, 778, 822, 854, 888, 924. 958, 983, 
966, 1037, 1043, 1064, 1058, 1061, 1074, 
1078, 1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 
1147, 1148, 1153, 1161, 1165. UatHtmtd, 
1, 2, S9II, 113n, I17n, 163n, lS2n, 224, 
270, 318, 314, 346, 349)1, 359, 374, 375k, 
420, 471, 493, 496, 602, 607n, 616, &S5A, 
B99, fll2x, 613, 613T^ 632n, 708>i, 713, 
713n, 724n, 746, 746«, 814n, 848, 893, 
9e5n, 1023, 1030n, 1046, 1068n, 1136ii, 
liein. 
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Uahon, Patrick, BSD. 

Hmlcolm, WiUUni, coloiwl, C, 3a, 37, 38, 
289, 617. 

IfmlsBcot, Nicholu, 260. 

Uarb4^ Fnnctna de Bub£, Uaiquia de, 
memorUl, 738, 746, 769. 

HuceUii, de, 758, 812, 813. 

Huchant, Henry, 222. 

Haiaii, , 486. 

Haiine, agent at, 767n, 764, 943; secieUry 
of, 124n, 126, 127, 133, 203, 724; De- 
partment, amogenient ol, 124, 124n. 

Huion, Francifl, brigadier general, 1066, 
1066. 

JTorguM de La I^^tOe, ship, 319, 999^ 
1004, 1139. 

Hbit, Lawrence, 1109. 

Man, 679. 

Uuten, JoBcph, 1089. 

Hartin, Louis Daniel, 490, 1144. 

Uarti, Leonard, 832. 

Uarylacd, funds from, 38; on Aitidea of 
Gonfedeifttion, 138, 186, 992; executive 
council of Eaatera Shore, lettet, 446; 
letter of aenate and liouae of dalegatee, 
597; troops from, 63G; bi%«de, thanks, 
1084; credentialB, 1103. 

Mason, David, 573. 

Uassachusetta, letters, S3; tonds from, 38, 
61; 8«nata, letter, 311; quotas, 421, 729; 
credantials, 628, 1101. 

Haasey, William, 844,846, 1022, 1124. 

Uathewi, Qeorge, colonel, 1. 

UathevB, John, a diltgatt from 8<mth 
Camlina. Credentiak, IIW; attends, 
1100; money, 71,188,336,483,607,513, 
696,826, 1021;WarBoanl,10,197. Cbm- 
trtitUa: Pennsylvania line, 20; New 
York, 9S, 722, 835, 931; Foirest, 160; 
Whole, ISi, 246, 2S0, 253, 264, 268, 286, 
864, 367; Articles of Confederation, 186, 
471; rules, 225; HcDougall, 263; Skin- 
ner, 267; OUphaut, 336; Bc«rd of War, 
369, 367, 376, 622; John Paul Jones, 386, 
no, 672; Virginia, 397; Lafayette, 451, 
031; |mMnersatChaileston,4e8; Moul- 
trie, 468, 881, 1026; week, 482, 1193; 
Greene, 619, 766, 789; Convention 
K»l*-TOL n-U — » 



troops, 629; finances, 533, 688, 732, 739, 
946; Bonthem Sutes, 648; suppliw, 656; 
French memorial 662, 986, 1063; bills 
of credit, 578; letter to States, 686; 
Mathews's motion, 675,916; captures by 
land, 690; gun ship, 692; agent at Ha- 
vana, 698; land ceeeions, 704n; aalariee, 
733; consul's commission, 736; priaoa- 
eie, 749; Uelven, 763; French letter, 
769,778,868,876,928; prisonen' elief, 
773; Washington's letter, 782; dele- 
gates' pay, 813; Sullivan, 819, 626; 
Wereat, 820; Jay, 884; South Carolina 
letter, 911, 920; Argo, 911; Hayne, 
926; Bouthera department, 930; 
French supplies, 932; J. Laanna, 934; 
ships of war, 953; Rhode Island, 
909; retaliation, S78; Treasury, 1039; 
Seagiove, 1046; Indiana at I^inceton, 
1060;Frenchaffftira. 1052; Pollock, 1107. 
Kotei, 2, 3. 106, 111, 112, 163, 164, 176, 
205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288, 289, 291, 293, 
332, 334, 338, 358, 392, 603, 604, 616, 
624, 629, 530, 647, 692, 693, 607, 609, 
610, 612, 613, 614, 616, 618, 619, 626, 
627, 648, 660, 668, 663, 682, 694, 714, 
728, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 762, 776, 
778, 622, 827, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1064, 
1074,1090,1153,1161,1165,1181. Men- 
tioned, 31n, 87, 91, 97, 102n, 106, 136, 
136n, 141, 166, ie6n, 192n, 223, 224, 
226, 236, 246, 262, 273, 274, 287, 288, 
290, 292, 304, 331, 363, 367, 369, 383, 
386, 396n, 468n, 471, 471h, 478n, 481n, 
486n, 491, 491n, 492n, 50Qn, 604, 606, 
507, 627n, 632, 644n, 677, 687n, 688, 
619, 624, 628, 632, 647, 675, 676, 683, 
699, 706n, 731, 733, 739n, 746, 748, 761, 
768n, 790n, 814n, 831, 667, e87n, 915, 
91&n, 917, 918n, 930, 941, 963n, 977, 
g78n, 1017, 1018, 1027n, 1039, 1043, 
1092, 1162. 

Uathews, Mary, GBO. 

Matlack, Timothy, 1188. 

Mead, George, 786, 1102. 

Meaae, James, 40. 

Mediation, 585, 605. 

Medical committee, disccmtinucd, 670. 
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Heem, Uuy, 753. 

Hfdgfl, R«tum Jonftthui, colcoel, 8. 

Mectumbor, Humphrey, ffTS. 

Helven, George, 723, 7S3, 767, 1031, 1041, 
1042, 10*8, 1062, 107S. 

Mercer, Hugh, brigadier-genenl, 712. 

Meicer, Richard, 747. 

Header, J(^ D., 382, 9S1 

Uendith, Sunoel, 1188. 

Middleton, Arthm, a dthgaUfivm South 
CaroHna. CredentdAh, lOCTT, 1105; at- 
tends, 1007, UOO. Committea: Trum- 
bull and Greene, 1023; week, 1028, 
]19S; Hayne, lOU; Greene, 1069, 1083; 
finutcw, lOeO; Lancguy, 1170; New 
HampAire letter, 1179n; reporta for 
BtatM, 1184; 8uA, 118en. Vola, 
1037, 1043, 1054, 1068, 1061, 1074, 1078, 
1090, 1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1148, 
1153, 1161, 11S5, 1181. Jfmftotud, 
1073, lllS, lllSn, 1160, 1169n, 1180. 

Milei, Samuel, 24, 137, 140, 141, 249, 306, 
307, 307tt, 323, 324, 344, 678, 682, 691, 
B58. 

Uiller, Bobert, 350n. 

Ifilligan, JamM, 1060, 1061, lOSS. 

IfiniBkoy Bay, 887, 893. 

Hiadssippi, navigaUon of, ISl, 306, 654, 
853. 

Uitchell, Alexander, 1049. 

UiteheU, Nathaniel, 1016, 102G, 1033, 
1039. 

Montgomery, Hu^, 6- 

Hontgomory, Jompb, a dtJegaie fnm 
PeKMnlwuaa. Credentials, 1103, 1130; 
attends, 1099, 1130. CommUtttt: Jan- 
uary, 13; Waahington'a letters, 31n, 
lllln,- Baud of War'e letter, 39, 
1069; Blaine's letter, 45, 277, 812^, 
Lewis memorial, 67; (^npbell, 63, 
1044, 1060; German regiment, 73; Skin- 
aer, 78; Virginia, 95, 449; Hairison, 
142; Pickering, 337; Pennsylvania line, 
396r; Scott, 430; Virginia and Wash- 
ington, 499; week, 625, 732,813, 969, 
1194, 1195, 1196; depreciation, 704; 
Sullivan, S2G; Vermont, 842; Eliza- 



beth Beogen, 851, 908; Thanksgiving, 
968, 1074; Simim, 971; hoqiital departs 
ment,9S4; Lomagne, 1016,1022; Geor^ 
gia letters, 1021; WaltMi, 1044; Dnde- 
vfma, 1002; financed, 1069; John Clark, 
1073; Knox, 1120; Preddtoit's hoow, 
1128; PUet ofiSce, 1131. VtOtt, 2, 3, 
106, 111, 112, 163, 164, 176, 279, 
289, 290, 293, 306, 332, 334, 338, 358, 
603, 604, 618, 619, 626, 627, 648, 658, 
663, 681, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 
742, 747. 752, 776, 778, 827, 854, 983, 
985, 1037, 1043, 1060, 1074, 1077, 1090, 
1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1180. Mm- 
tioMd, 312, 396, 686, 1018, 1036, 1037, 
1047, 1062. 1071. 

MonUuisant, , 486. 

Hontmorin, , 913. 

Moody, John, U09. 

Moore, Jamen, 785, 696, 903. 

Moore, Philip, 600. 

Mocve, William, {Nreddcnt, lettcfs, 420, 
469,623. 

Morgan, Daniel, br^adiec genoal, 129, 
130, 133, 246, 247, 359, 393, 712. 

Morgan, Gemge, 264, 820, 842, 1051. 

M«gan, John, Dr., 66. 

Uoming Star, privateer, 915. 

Morocco, ccmsul to, 653. 

Morris, C^walliLder, 1188. 

Morris, Gonvemour, 222, 1042n. 

Morris, Jamee, 146. 

Mcvris, Joseph, major, 930, 

Moris, Bobert, superintendent of finance, 
160, 222, 266, 283, 287, 288, 200, 291, 
326, 337, 420, 431, 449, 455, 499, 619, 
630, 544, 545, 646n, 646, 54fin, 697, 610, 
681, 683, 688, 689, 691, 692, 695, 706, 
709, 714, 723, 732, 740, 783, 844, 90S, 
910n, 943, 946, 963, 083, 996, 1002, 
1026, 1028, 1042, 1065, 110»n, 1112, 
lllSn, I123n, 1140, 1147n, 1151n, 
1183, llSOn, 1200. 

Uofris, , captain, 82. 

M(»rfa, , Dr., 766. 

Mwne Chulw, 130, 146, 210, 213, 733. 

Mcrton, Peru, 945, 952. 
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Hotte, Imac, a detefottfrom SouA Caro- 
lina. Cradantula, IIOS; ktt«iida, 1100; 
moiiejr, ISO, 340, 689, 818; Treasury 
Bottrd, 65. CommiUeet: Lee, 32; 
quartcmuBtOT's tUna, 262; commu- 
mry, SMI; Hucn, 427, 690, 668; hoa- 
pitkl BtKfl, 464; BUine, 488, 812; 
Howell, 623; Anny acanmt, 549; 
week, 698, 1063, 1194, 1195; quar- 
termaster'B certificatea, 699; bnming 
billa, 668, 690; Haien, 721, 728; 
Aimand, 984, 1023. VoteM, 2, 3, 106, 
111, 112, 163, 154, 176, 224, 267, 279, 
287, 291, 293, 306, 332, 334, 338, 358, 
392, 603, 604, 624, 547, G92, 593, 607, 
609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 619, 
626, 627, 648, 650, 658, 663, 682, 714, 
726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776, 
822, 827, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1064, 1068, 
1074, 1078, 1090, 1119, J120, 1121, 1130, 
1148, 1153, 1165, 1181. Mmtiotud, 
224, 304, 331, 368, 605, 748, 818, 1066, 
1062, 1073, 1165, 1182. 

Uoullrle, William, brigadiv geostal, 130, 
437, 463, 466, 497, 517, 620, 881, 886, 
976, 1026, 1027. 

Uowiy, Daniel, a dtl^aU from Rhodt 
hland. Credential, 768, 1101 ; attenda, 
768, 1190. OommiUtt*: New Hamp- 
■hbe, 818; week, 782, SG6, 946, 1062, 
1194, 1195; PenneU, 911; Bimon, 971. 
Vota, Tit, 778, 821, 822, 827, 
854, 888, 924, 956, 983. 985, 1037, 1043, 
1064, 1058, 1060, 1073, 1077, 1090, 1114, 
1118, 1120, 1121. JfmMomi,- 1020, 
1030, 1066n, 1060n, 1065n. 

Moylan, John, 606, 634, 636, 644, 662, 719, 
852, 866, 898, 002, »48. 

Hoylan, Stejdieo, 149, 319, 402. 

UuUcdtierg, FeU>, brlgwlier genend, 
600,1040. 

Mulballon, John, 909. 

MuifltB, Henry, 133n. 

Munrny, Alexudcr, 636, 743, 744, 765, 
770. 

Nagel, Oeotge, 154n. 

Kaah, Abno-, govonor, 36, 176, 182. 

NavBiro, Diego Joai de, 723. 



Navy, numi«em«nt, 707, 708, 710, 900, 919. 

Navy Board, middle department, 47. 

Navy Boards, abolition of, 121. 

Neckv, Jacquee, 668, 999, 1003. 

Negro regiments, 900. 

Neilaon, John, 284. 

NeiU, Henry, 303. 

Nelmee, Thomas, 96, 142, 

Neptum, brigantine, 1039. 

NMbit, John Uaxwell, 1188. 

Nesmith, John, 108. 

Netherlands. (See BoUand.) 

NeuMlle, Isaac, 917, 926, 927, Ml, 972. 

Neufville, John de A Bon, 76, 163, 664, 
828, 916, 1033, 1106, lllSn, 1123n. 

Nevm, Prasley, 264, 701. 

New Hampshire, (unda, 38, 61; agrees to 
impoat, 436; credentials, 498, 1100; 
line, 681; quota of troops, 729; money, 
1019. Giants (see Vermont). 

New Jeney funds, 38, 61; screes to im- 
post, 636; credentials, 777, 1102; 
troops from, 947; memorial of, 1132; 
lett«, 1179. 

New London, bnzniag of, 978, 1017. 

New York, letter from legislature, 96; 
funds, 38, 61; Articles of Confederation, 
208, 210, 211; consents to imptwt, 353; 
instructions bom, 427; paper omissionB, 
472; land cessions, 704, 824, 1077, 1098, 
1113; cradentiala, 1132. 

Nicholas, Samuel, 861, 884, 912, 942, 943, 
1018, 1131. 

Nicholson, George, 543, 582, 899. 

Nicholson, James, captain, 620, 636, 710, 
743, 770, 900, 996. 

Nicholson, John, 253, 

Nicholson, William, 727, 755, 942. 

NidiolsDn, , 687. 

Nicola, Lewis, colonel, 637, 676. 

NOes, Bobert, 367, 684. 

Nixon, Andrew, 241. 

Nixon, John, 122, 546ii. 

Hcnfolk, burning of, 1017. 

North Carolina, funds from, 38; delegates, 
pay, 814; credentials, 1034, 1104; agrees 
to impost, 1035; biiptde, thanks, 1084; 
amw for, 1160. 
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North, WiUiua, A Co., 312. 

Norw&lk, CooB., burning ol, 1017. 

Notta SenAora dt Leiramenio, 578. 

JV<M(ra SaAora d» Camul et SotnJ Antonio, 
dkip. (See Our Ladg, etc.) 

Nourae, I., 382, 096. 

Nugent, JtuiMi, 1033. 

O'Dm, Junes, llSOn. 

Officera, pay of, 397. 

Olyidumt, Dkvid, 335, 3S9, 467, 606, Sft4, 
»48, 979, 1141. 

O'Nem, 140, 182, 231, 232, 923, 834, 1041, 
lOGO. 

Oiknge, Prince of, 17n. 

Osgood, Samuel, a deUgaU fiom Maua- 
AuttUt. Credend&b, 628, 1101. At- 
UaiAi, 828, 1099; Treasury board, 668, 
1193; money, 1021. ComnaOta: Ua»- 
HcbuMtbi letter, 702; boardii, 708; 
Rbode Island letter, 715, 729; Holker, 
717; finances, 723, SOB, 1028, llOBn; 
Winthrop, 734; prisoners, 749; Pusons, 
7B0; J.P.Jones, 758,789; jmsoners' re- 
lief, 773; Jrpo, 912; Treaaury accounts, 
976; accounts, 980; Treasury, 1039; 
Indians at Princeton, 1050; week, 
1078, 1195; quotas, 1088, 1089; Presi- 
dent's house, 1128; supplies, 1112; 
Peten, 1172. Yotu. M7, 650, 658, 663, 
681, 694, 713, 728, 730, 731, 741, 742, 
747, 776, 778, 821, 822, 827, 854, 888, 
934, 956, 983, 985, 1037, 1043, 1064, 1068, 
1060, 1073, 1077, 1090, 1114, 1118, 1120, 
1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 1163, 1161, 1180. 
Mentioned, 724n, lOfiln, 1061, 1078, 
1079n, lOSOn, 1092n, 1179, 1188. 

Oswald, E., 1203. 

Otis & Benly, 19, 20. 783. 

Otto, Bodo, 130. 

Our Lady of Ml. Carmfi and SI. Antonio, 
76,900. 

Owea, John, 834, 1042. 

Painter, Gunaliel, 486, 4S7, 491, 492. 

Palfrey, William, 322, 687, 907, 1036. 

Parker, William, 158. 188. 

Pan, James, 763. 

Parsons A Co., 698. 



Panons, Samuel, 693, 760, 860, 883, 968. 

I^raons, Samuel Holden, major geaenl, 
114, 429. 

PUflons, , captain, 1102. 

Partridge, George, a deUgaUfiom Jbtta- 
dbusetti. Credentials, 4, 628, 1101; at- 
tends, 628, 1099. Committea: Week, 
668. 835, S46, 1069, 1194, 1195; Win- 
throp. 734; HarbMs, 738; French me- 
morial, 74S; St. Clair and Stark, 964; 
Board of War letter, 1069; Deadevens, 
1062. VoU*. 647, 650, «5S, 663, 681, 
694, 713, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 
776. 778, 821, 822, 827, 854, 888, 924, 
956, 983, 986, 1037, 1043, 1064, 1060, 
1073, 1077, 1090. 1114, 1118, 1120, 1121, 
1130, 1147, 1148, 1163, 1161, 1166, 1180. 
Mentioned, 660, 678, «78n, 747, 956, 
968n, 1025, 1060, 1073n, 1074ii, 1119, 
1147, 1162. 

Paschke, Frederick, captain, 86, 106, 107, 
122, 347. 518. 

Passports for vemels, 872. 

Paterton, William, 777. 

Pattemn, Ecra, lieutenant, 360. 

Patterson, John, 1303. 

Patteraon, Samuel, 235, 49S, 658, 861, 1024. 

Patlon, John, 190, 195, 264. 278, 326, 971. 

Patlon, Bobert, 115, 144. 249, 262. 

Paulding, William, 401, 463, 462. 

Peabody, Nathaniel, a detegaU from Nat 
fiompifctre. Mentioned, 29. 

Peace, treaty of. (See Treats »/ peace.) 

Peace commissionerB, instzuctions. 607, 
616, 617, 662; commissioiis, e66n. 

Peck. William, 4, 39. 

Pemberton, Joseph, 381. 

PendergRst, William, 360. 

Pendleton, Daniel, 72. 

Pendleton, Nathaniel, captain, 62, 1086. 

Penet4Co.,Z41. 

Penet de Coata, frires A Co., 401, 7U. 

Penet, Ignatius, 30. 

Penet, P., 1161n. 

Penn, John, 223. 

Penn, William, SM, 282. 

Pennel, Jose^, 831, 897, 911. 
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Pemwylvsnia, line, 20, 26, 32, 41, 44, 48, 
79, 80, 108, 469, 826, 1122, 1166; bulk, 
122; coundl, letteTB, 105, lOS, 698; 
funds 38,61; troopsfiom, 947; militia, 
1037; and Coimecticut, dispute, 1092, 
1116, 1116; credentials, 1103, 1130. 

Pensacola, surrender, 864. 

Pepin, Andrew, 784, 816, 874, 908, 1066. 

Peicein, John Ignatius de OUveria, 937. 

Peree, Peter, 486, 487, 898, 903. 

Perkins & McBreed, 686. 

Perkins, Joeeph, 203. 

Peters, Bichard, War Board, 10, 11, 20, 
22, 30, 37, 49, 61, 62, 74, 76, 79, 86, 104, 
106, 109, 114, 119, 128, 137, 140, 181, 
182, 1S3, 184, 186, 197, 232, 327, 384, 
461, 469, 460, 462, 488, 490, 630, 694, 
643, 702, 739, 743, 744, 766, 768, 813, 
816, 826, 904, 998, 1011, 1021, 1036, 
1039, 1048, 1062, 1079, 1111, 1122, 1124, 
1127; letters, 96, 1172, llS4n. Jim- 
tioned, 1123. 

Petition to the king, 1201. 

Pettit, Charles, 35, 36, 119, 120, 121, 137, 
140, 141, 143, 145, 149, 168, 169, 161, 
165, 262, 265, 266, 283, 284, 331, 341, 
360, 360, 393, 447, 440, 474, 497, 499, 
600, 681, 690, 691, 603, 641, 640, 660, 
677, 767, 769, 851, 885. 

Philadelphia, prison at, 197. 

Fhile, Charlee, 245, 

Phillips, Richanl, 84, 122, 188, 261, 429, 
788. 

Pickens, Andrew, 247. 

Pickering, Timothjr, 120, 121, 137, 186, 
233, 245, 284, 313, 337, 389, 447, 466, 
469, 476, 621, 627, 650, 681, 603, 641, 
642, 659, 786, 820, 831, 841, 876, 896, 
958,1068. 

IHerce, John, deputy pagmaHer general, 
7, 25, 30, 31, 36, 41, 45, 46, 48, 61, 66, 58, 
65, 72, 00, 92, 93, 133, 134, 167, 100, 201, 
203, 204, 273, 321, 331, 332, 340, 3-t7, 
362, 384, 393, 469, 474, 494, 607, 517, 519, 
620, 621, 635, 681, 784, 841, 1059,1066, 
1086. 

Pienra, Ph.-D., 1202. 

Pike, Benjamin, 94. 



Pinckne7, Charlee Cotesworth, 033, 1008. 

Pinckney, , major, 1052. 

Piiadee and felonies, court td, 354. 

PisBot, pire ft fils. 1202. 

Pitt, Fort, 141, 173, 280, 900, 997. 

Plumb, William, 981, 1012. 

Pollard, Jonathan, 946. 

Pollock, Oliver, 32, 118, 119, 124, 130, 
142, 312, 341, 462, 401, 697, SS3, 1016, 
1028, 1046, 1078, 1107. 

Pontcamei, , 486. 

Portsmouth, actbn at, 349, 366. 

Portugal, loan, 739. 

Postage, rates, 191, 1066. 

Po8tmaHt« General, salary, 1067. 

Port office, regulations for, 820, 828, 1131; 
expense of, 1066. 

Post ridem, 22, 678. 

Potter, James, 82. 

Potto, Richard, a deUgattfrom llayland. 
Credentials, 138, 1103; attends, 629. 
Cammittea: Week, 668, 732, 1194; J. P. 
Jones, 789. Yota, 648, 650, 658, 663, 
682, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 
747, 752, 776, 778. 

PoweU, Josiah, 672, 1041. 

President, espensea of, 252, 891, 1128; 
house for, 381; election, 490, 492, 1070. 

Press, superintendent of, 52, 53; Inspect- 
(as of, 231. 

Price, James, 658. 

Prielay, Chariea, 942. 

Prisonen, supported, 31, 147; exchange, 
28, 70, 889, 973; naval, exchange of, 
96; Pennsylvania, 109; Conventioii, 
the, sea Convention troops; Cowpens, 
300; Charleston, 458; Southern, 611; 
relief of, 534; British, treatment, 622; 
food for, 1165tv removal of, 623; ma- 
rine, 725, 765, 829; raticos for, 748; 
distrwsea of, 749n,- relief of, 774; trom 
South Carolina and Georgia, 808, 829, 
858; retaliation, threatened, 972; at 
Yorktovn, 1110; deserting, 1132. 

Prison ships, 829. 

Privateers, instractions, 348, 356, 361, 646, 
1109. 

Price money, 392. 
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Procter, Thomu, Colonel, 74, 360. 

PnUttor, Sutfl ship, 578. 
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FloviBion deputroentB, 38S. 

Pry, ThomM, 1185n. 

PuUic debto, ertinute. (See Dtbt of 
United Statu.) 

FulMki, 107, 181, 182, 277, 4«8, 6S4, 860, 
two, 1062. 

Furviamce, Bobert, 474, 489. 

Purviance, Samuel, 474, 4S9. 

PutDMD, Benjamla, 045. 

QuartennaBter'a Department, mippliee 
for, 120, 370; deputy, 389; ansngement 
of, 467; deotitute, 591. 

Quatriiager, , capUin, 448. 

Quintella, Joaquin Pedro, 642. 

Quotas of money, 258, 267, 298, 439, 501, 
503, 524, SS9, 699, 773, 1087, 1088, 1090; 
of Stotee, 418; how q>portioned, 422; 
of Bupp^e^ 602, 1112; of men, 1177. 

Bamay, David, 914, 921. 

Ranuay, William, 179. 

Randolph, Edmund, a dddgattfnm Vir- 
gmia. Ciedentiala, 750, 1103; attends, 
760,1100. ConmiU«et; Week, 764, 1194, 
1196; courtof appeals, 764; quotas, 773; 
reports, 788; consuls, 811; Vermont, 842; 
French memorial, 845, 925, 986; mer- 
chants' petition, 882; confedemlJon, 
886; nowe, 907; 937; South Oarolina, 
911; NaTy, 913; Randolph'smotion, 913; 
Hayne, 918; South Carolina letter, 920; 
Kean, 922, 936; French letter, 928, 
1063; Frendi supplies, 032; J. lumens, 
934; Geddes, 944; retaliation, 973; 
Campbell, 1044, 1060; Bany, 1050; 
French aflaln, 1062; Yorictown but- 
render, 1071; thanks to Washington, 
1079 ; quotas, 1088; Soutbom States, 1108; 
Snancee, llOOn, 1123; suppliee, 1112; 
Pennsylvaiiia and Connecticut, 1115; 
courts of inquiry, 1126; President's 
house, 1128; inflection of lav of na- 
tdons, 1136; Navy court-msrtiAl, 1143; 
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men, 1163; lAmiguy, 1170; tetter to 
States, 1174. Tota, 752, 776, 778, 822, 
827, 864, 888, 924, 956, 983, 986, 1037, 
1043, 1064, 1058, 1061, 1074, 1078, 1090, 
1114, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1130, 1147, 1148, 
U63, 1161,1165, 1180. Mmtitmed, lS6n, 
764n, 773, 781n, 788, 839n, 863n, 867n, 
868n, 879n, 883n, 893, 901n, 913, 915n, 
926*1, 928n, 936n. 960, 074n, 1013n, 1043; 
1046, 1046, lOSSn, 1064«, 1070, 1071, 
1077n, 1082, I062R, 1107, llOSn, 1112n, 
lH6n, 1123, 1126n, 1129, 1131n, 1137n, 
1147, 1171n, H86n. 
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Ransom, Elijah, 1126. 
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Ravel, John, 945. 
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Reed, James, 17, 30, 47, 1092, 1167. 
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Reffert, Philip, 840. 

Register, salary, S51. 

Reid, Oa(»ge, 1144. 

Reigert, Adam, 701, 702. 

Rendon, Francisco, 1009, 1011, 1028. 
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Retaliation propoeed, 917, 97Sn, 1017, 1029. 

Rhode Island, funds, 38, 61; letter, 142; 
line, 681; defense of, 729; quota of 
troops, 720; credentials 1101. 

Richmond, Ebeneier, 812. 

Rickmam, William, 103, 118. 

Risberg, GusUvus, 590, 602, 604. 

Roberdeau, Daniel, 222, 752. 

Roberts, Ann, 486, 486, 948. 

Rochambeaa, Jean Baptiste I><Kiatien de 
Vimeur, Count de, 2, 349, 366, 446, S28, 
558, 674, 932, 1071, 1080, lOSI, 1145. 

Rochetermoy, Mathieu Alexandre de la, 
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Rocbeeter, N&Uuniel, 2T6, 829, 860. 

Rodney, C«e&r, praeidetit, 180, 206, 618. 

Rodney, Thoma«, a deUgaU from Dela- 
laare. Credend&la, IM, 1103; Attends, 
190. OnnnMCteM-Finuices, 487; week, 
668, 732, 1194. VoUt, 206, 224, 392, 
650, 658, 603, 682, 728, 730, 731,. 741, 
742, 747. Mtntitnud, 224, 690n. 

Rogers, Williun, chaplain, 486, 487, 683, 
684. 

Root, Jene, a dgtegattfrvm Coiuuetievi. 
Oredentlnfa, 1102. OommiUeei: Mo 
Comb, 16; slafE companeation, 29; 
WwhbigtfHt, Sin; Pettit, 36, 262; shot 
and Bbelli, 55; New Yoik, 96; vcot- 
em buds, 100; finances, 146, 381; Con- 
vention priaonen, 236; Fast day, 258; 
quotas, 268; Army, 340; bills of credit, 
351; Board of War, 359; Treasury, 609; 
Sullivan, 637, 818. Vota: 2, 3, 105, 
111, 153, 154, 175, 205, 223, 267, 279, 
287, 289, 290, 293, 305, 332, 333, 338, 
868,392. Umticmed, lSn,22n,24n,27, 
41n, 1024, 125, 146, 223, 236, 236, 2S7n, 
360n, 389, 402, 510n. 

Roqnebenne, de, 820. 

Rom, David, 571, 580, 682. 

Rott, John, 16, 67, 68, 173, 201, 237, 319, 
854, 436n, 600, 602, 676, 681, 699, 906, 
1069, 1123n. 

Ronx A Co., 142, 642n, 969. 

Rowan, Jdm, 1109n. 

Royal Oak, frigate, 492. 

Rum, payment for, 88, 101, 336, 906. 

Russia and Great Britain, traaty, 883. 

Runia, mediation of, 660, 602, 686, 605, 
616, 670, 779; miasioa to, 662, 

Rutherford, Alexander, 150. 

Rutherfmd, Griffith, brigadier geneni, 
821. 

Rutledge, John, governor, 492, 496, 678, 
691, 705, 900, 1106. 

RutMge, Thomas, 1144. 

Bt. AogtiBtine, prisooen fTom, 748. 

St. Clair, Arthur, major general, 90, 44, 
108, 160, 181, 162, 348, 451, 54ftn, 813, 
913, 016, 954, 956, 970, 974, 984, 101R, 
1025, 1066. 



St. Domingo, agent at, 866. 

St. Marie, Le Vacher de, 321. 

Salaries, civU, 883, 813. 

Salisbury, N. C, monument, 978. 

StUI^, 1010. 

Salt, for North and South Carolina, 706, 

706; impcfftation of, 873, 961; passport 

for, 961. 

Sampeon, captain, 578. 

Santos, Anthony Dioe, 037. 

Sartine, Antoine Raymond Jean Goal- 

bert, 185, 200. 

Bauter, , captxin, 14, 

Savage, Banmm, 973. 

Savage, Thomas, 922, 952, 953, 959, 1008, 

1017, 1023. 
Savannah, prisiMiers from, 748. 
Scammel, Alexander, 900. 
8aBhorw4h, 820. 
Schermertiom, Ryer, 835. 
Schott, John Paul, captain, 134 ; 42»n, 453, 

454, 1016, 1024, 1036. 
Bcbieiber, Jacob, 836, 844, 1041, 1042, 

1078, 1111, U31n, 1140. 
Schuyler, Philip, 26, 94, 421, 464, 715, 

758, 881, 917, 955, 1014, 1062, llL7n, 

1142n. 
Schweigjiawer, John Danid, 690, 649, 899, 

907,996. 
Scott, Charles, 712. 
Bcott, John H(vin, 430, 456, 474. A 

dtUgaU from New Tork. CredentialB, 

1132. 
Scott, Hoses, 981. 

Scott, mUiarn, Ilentenant colonel, 661 . 
Screven, James, btigadier general, 970. 
Scudder, Joseph, 123, 131, 132, 622, 623. 
Scudder, Nathaniel, 222. 
Seagrove,J.,1046,1078. 
Seamen, EYench, 746. 
8egur,HaK|uis,731. 
Selin, Antlmny, 100, 134. 
Sellick, Frederick, 187. 
Strapit, frigate, 200, 320, 391, 769. 
Shaipe, William, a detegate fivm Pnm- 

sylwrnM. Credentials, 1034, 1104; 

money, 260, 487, 673, 1027. Commit- 

Ua: January, 13; Skinner, 2 
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public debt, 125; Whipple, 135; 8ar- 
tine, 185; Vi^inu, IM; Admiimlty le- 
poil, 242; debto, 402; Hadiaon'i mo- 
tion, 420; Panona, 430; Jtdutaon and 
KoM, 500; week, 62G, 7S2, 996, IIM, 
11%; clolbier'a depuboent, 662; Soea, 
680; nluiea, 733; forage, Ml; prison- 
en, 829; clothing, 777; del«s»tea' pay, 
813; priaonen, 816; money foi anoy, 
853; Blown, SSS, S^uy, 893; J. F. 
Jones, 942; forage, 943; St. dur and 
Stark, 954; Annand, 984, 1023; Ntdwlas, 
1131. Vola, 2, 3, 106, 111, 112, 153, 
154, 176, 205, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288, 
289, 291, 293, 306, 332, 334, 392, S03, 
e04, 516, 624, 529, 530, 547, 692, 593, 
607, 609, 610, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 
610, 626, 627, 648, 660, 658, 663, 682. 
694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 
776, 778, 822, 827, 854, S8S, 924. 056, 
983, 985. Mentkmtd, 2, 87, 135n, 175, 
200n, 224, 333, 853, 378, 420, 482, 504, 
63271, a36n, (Hln, 647, 648, 700, 746>^ 
777rt, 784n, 81B, 817, 821, 887, 923, 924, 
978, 1042. 

8hee, John, 6. 

Sheftall, Hordecal, 461, 473. 

Sheldon, Elidia, coknel, 140, 400. 

Shermao, Roger, a deUgatt from Cbn- 
fueticut. Credentials, 696; money, 699, 
1021. CommitUtt: Week, 626, 1039 
1104, 1195; Bin^tam, 645; ?ettit, 640, 
677; burning billa, 668, 690; Mathews's 
motion, 676, 916; post office, 686; de- 
[veciatbn, 704; Navy, 708; Morria, 
714; Snancea, 724, 908, 946, 1069; Ma- 
rine department, 724, 728; New Hamp- 
diire, 732, 826, 836; Admiralty re- 
port, 769; repwta, 788; Sullivan, 826; 
Waahington'a letter, 860; old money, 
884; priaoners, 889; Army promotions, 
802; intereat, 903; Du Coudray, 905; 
Howe, 907, 937; Brodlord, 908; South 
Carolina, letter, 911, 920; Board of 
War letter, 925, 1069; William Lee, 
931, 965; Bradford, 936; Aipa of war, 
953; Louia, 9&4; Stlaa Deane, 956; 



lltutkngiTing, 068, 1074; Sinwn, 971; 
French memorial, 976, 986; Treaaury 
accounta, 976; hoqntal department, 
984; accounts, 986; Peonsylvania let" 
ter, 1012; Du Condray, 1014; Lomagne, 
1016, 1022; Trumbull and Greene, 1023; 
Treasury, 1039; Barry, 1050; Indians at 
Princeton, 1060; French afiaiiH, 10S2; 
Consuls, 1053; Deadevena, 1062; French 
letter, 1063; quotas lOSS; Navy court 
martial, 1143; Bin^iam, 1183. Vota, 
607, 600, 610, 612, 613, 614, 618, 610, 
626, 627, 647, 6SD, 65S, 663, 681, 713, 
726, 730, 731, 741, 742, 747, 752, 776, 
778, 821, 822, 827, 854, 883, 924, 956, 
983, Mb, 1U37, 1054, 1068, 1060, 1073, 
1077, 1090. Mmtiotud, 222, 658, 678, 
e78B, 686, 730, 748, 752, 787n, 771n, 
778, 820, 823n, B28, 838n, 853, 857, 
869, 921n, 937n, 93Sn, 946, 957, 960, 
976, 977n, 986n, 995, 1012, 1020, 1022n, 
1030, 1037, 1038*1, 1039, 1044n, 104en, 
1047, 1M9, 1050n, 1051, 1070. 

Shippen, WilBam, Dr., 15, 644. 

Shot and dkelk, contract, 54, 298, 312, 463. 

Shubrick, RichMd, tfaanka to, 1086. 

SigougnS, de, , captain, 186, 198, 

506, 720. 

Bilabee, Nathaniel, 882, 04S, 1013. 

Simon, Daniel, 970, 971, 976, 977, 1017. 

Simpaon, Thomas, 135. 

Skinner, Abraham, 24, 27, 28, 7S, 93, 96, 
130, 137, 273, 256, 288, 385. 

Slough, Hathias, 701, 702. 

Smith, Daniel, 981. 

Smith, Ebeneier, 210, 213, 811. 

Smith, Isaac, 719. 

Smith, Jahleel, 1010, 1011. 

Smith, James, 264, 458n. 

Smith, Jonathan Bayard, 222. 

Smith, lAwson, 240n. 

Smith, Meriwether, a ddegaU from Vir- 
ffinia. Attends, 176. CommitleeK 
Binney, 187; Virginia, 194, 367, 397, 
449; bills ol exchange, 197; McDougall, 
253; Treasury, 254; quotas, 268; 
d'Arendt, 353; fiIlaIlce^ 368, 381, 467, 
623, 699; bank, 545; Eolker, 717; 1&^ 
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rim departm«nt, 724; woek, 030, IIH, 
1106. FoUi, 224, 267, 279, 287, 288, 
289, 291, 203, 305, 332, 334, 338, 358, 603, 
504, 6K, 624, 629, 530, 647, 607, 609, 
010, 612, 613, 614, 615, 618, 61S, 62S, 
627, 648, 650, 668, 663, 682, 694, 714, 726, 
752, 778, 827, 888, 024. Mentiontd, 
224, 26»n, 263n, 280, 27»n, 283, 306, 312, 
333n, 378, 380, SSln, 432, 432n, 441, 
445n, 450, 469, 471. 496, 626n, 666, 666n, 
607, 609, 610, 613, 616n, 618, 628, 706, 
707, 708n, 709ti, 716)t, 717, 908, 926. 

Smith, Reaolve, 7, 572, 936, 1074. 

Smith, Robert, 706. 

Smith, Tbomaa, crsBoxamaaet, 6, 7, 8, 16, 
25, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 40, 49, 66, 63, 
71, 73, 77, 87, 92, 93, 96, 98, 115, 120, 
121, 122, 123, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 
137, Ml, 146, 149, 150, 168, 173, 179, 
188, 190, 191, 201, 202, 204, 206, 224, 231, 
238, 256, 267, 278, 201, 303, 307, 314, 324, 
325, 336, 337, 340, 344, 345, 373, 375, 381, 
388, 304, 451, 456, 466, 467, 482, 483, 492, 
494, 506, 511, 612, 632, 635, 537, 543, 571, 
674, 580, 58S, 699, 637, 641, 642, 669, 662, 
689, 698, 717, 724, 733, 788, 817, 818, 821, 
825, 916, 946, 966, 967, 1049. 

Smith, Thomas, a dtiegattfrom Pemigl- 
vmia. CndeDtatkb, 1103, 1131; mt- 
tendfl, WO, 1099, 1130; letten, 264, 283; 
Titamiy Bowd, 118, 821, 1193. Own- 
miUm: d'Areudt's letter, 181; Biod- 
head, 187; Aiticlee of Confodentioii, 
471; Blaine, 488, 812; QuartomMter'a 
certiflcatea, 599; buming bill«, 668, 690; 
week, 603, 1195; Navy, 708; bcardB, 
708;fiiianc€B, 723, 781, &46,-raporta, 788; 
Elliot, 791; prisonen in Connecticut, 
884; Pennell, Oil; ahipa of war, 053; 
Vermont contioveny, 1032; quotas, 
1088; John Clark, H06n;Po§toffi<»,1131. 
Vota, 111, 112. 153, 154, 176, 205, 224, 
. 279, 287, 289, 504, 516, 624, 529, 530, 647, 
603, 607, 618, 619, 627, 648, 660, 658, 863, 
681, 694, 714, 726, 730, 731, 741, 743, 747, 
762, 776. 778, 854, 888, 956, 983, 1037, 
1043, 1054, 1074, 1090. 1114, 1110, 1120, 
1121, 1130. Mentioned, 623, 604, 696n, 
733, 741, 783, 891n, 056, 1113, 1123. 
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914. Credentials, 1007, 1105; stats 
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Southon Department, troops for, 176, 
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Spalding, Simon, captain, 134. 

Spencer, Israel, colonel, 37. 
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Spotsvood, Alexander, colonel, 892, 912. 

Sprague, John, 1092, 1167. 
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